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had left Russia, Oswald replied, “Because I did not find what [ was
looking for.”

Q. And did you ask him what he was looking for?
A. A Utopia. | knew what he was looking for—Utopia.

A manuscript found among Oswald's belongings shows that he did,
indesd, have visions of forming a party and was constructing his own
Marxist doctrine. In a long, rambling discussion on politics, he wrote:

It is readily foreseeable that a coming economic, political or military
crisis, internal or external, will bring about the final destruction of the
. capitalist system; assuming this, we can see how preparation in a special
party could safeguard an independent course of action after the debacle.

He proposed a new system of pure communism controlled at the local
level, with civil liberties, heavy taxes on profits but none on individu-
als, an abolition of fascist organizations and racial discrimination, and

strict gun controls. His idealistic goals were teamed with a grandiose

fanaticism that de Mohrenschildt apparently never detected:

Resourcefulness and patient working towards the aforesaid goals are
preferred rather than loud and uscless manifestations of protest. Silent
observance of our principles is of primary importance. But these pre-
ferred tactics now, may prove to be too limited in the near future, they
should not be confused with slowness, indecision or fear, only the intel-
lectually fearless could even be remotely attracted to our doctrine, and
yet this doctrine requires the utmost restraint, a state of being in itsell
majestic in power. . . . Membership in this organization implies adher-
ence to the principle of simple distribution of information sbout this
movement to others and acceptance of the idea of stoical readiness in
regards to practical measures once instituted in the crisis.

Years later, de Mohrenschildt wrote a manuscript about Oswald that
was published in the House Assassinations Committee hearings. In it
he said, *What I liked aboiit him was that he was a secker for justice
—that he had highly developed social instincts. And 1 was disap-
pointed in my own children for the lack of such instincts.” His manu-
script described many of their conversations, as de Mohrenschildt
remembered them. Although his account may not be entirely rzliable
— de Mohrenschildt was known to exaggerate—it may still provide
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De Mohrenschildt wrote that Oswald had been disappointed by his
reception as a defector because he had naively expected “to be treated
as a special person, a prominent refugee, and nothing happened.”
Oswald admitted that living conditions in Russia were poor. “But
what does it matter,” he said, “if everyone is in the same boat, if
everyone suffers.”” At least there were no rich exploiters there. Oswald
said, and no great contrasts between the rich and the poor. He said
he got out of Russia “because all bureaucrats, all over the world, are
stupid.” Here, in de Mohrenschildt’s words, are Oswald’s opinions on
other subjects:

On integration: Lee's faith, his strongest belief was—racial integra-
tion. He told me on many occasions, “it hurts me that the blacks do
pot have the same privileges and rights as white Americans.” “Segre-
gation in any form, racial, social or economic, is one of the most
repulsive facts of American life. . . . 1 would be willing any time to
fight these fascistic segregationists—and to die for my black broth-
ers.” Because of his poor, miserable childhood, he probably compared
himself to the blacks.

On world politics: “Under dictatorship people are enslaved but they
know it. Here the politicians constantly lie to people and they become
immune to these lies because they have the privilege of voting. But
voting is rigged and democracy here is a gigantic profusion of lies and
clever brainwashing. . . . Free people should not remain mere pawns
in the world game of chess played by the rulers.”

On J. Edgar Hoover: Also he said something about the FBI which
did not strike me at the time as very clever, but history proved his
judgment correct. “Knowledge is a great power, especially il you
know it about very important people.” Obviously J. Edgar Hoover's
files must come to your mind.

On death: *1 have had enough time in this short existence of mine.
‘What shall I do with eternity? When & rich man dies, he is loaded with
his possessions like a prisoner with chains. T will die free, death will
be easy for me.” ‘

On Marina: I never wanted a middle-class wife, mediocre, ob-
scure, money loving. . . ." :

George seemed to agree with this opinion of Marina. He wrote that
be found no “substance™ in her: “She was amusing sometimes, witty,
naive mostly, like some Russian peasants, yet with a great deal of
shrewdness underneath. My wife used to call her affectionately ‘that
rascal Marina'—and that description fitted her perfectly.”

According to de Mohrenschildt, Oswald “thought that someday
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there would be a ‘coup d'etat’ in this country organized by the Penta-
gon and that the country would become a militaristic, nazi-type dicta-
torship.”

Concerning President Kennedy, de Mohrenschildt wrote, “Lee ac-
tually admired President Kennedy in his own reserved way.” He
recalled Oswald praising a picture of Kennedy on the cover of Time
and remarking on how different he looked from “the other ratty
politicos.” He said that Oswald hoped Kennedy would accept coexis-
tence with the Communist world after the Bay of Pigs.

De Mohrenschildt said he told Oswald, “If you want to be a revolu-

tionary, you have to be a fool or to have an inspiration. And your
actions will be judged by the success or failure of your life"—and
Oswald agreed. But he also claimed that he urged Oswald to be more
flexible, saying, *Live pleasantly and keep your own ideology to your-
self.” And to that Lee replied, “You are right. But this society we live
in, it's so disgusting and degrading. How can you stand it?”

The approving audience Lee Oswald received from this eccentric
but sophisticated man was undoubtedly encouraging to him. During
this time, de Mohrenschildt spoke highly of Oswald to at least one
acquaintance, who testified, “'According to George, . . . he had great
intellectual powers; he was a very clever person.. .. and very well-read.
. He told me on several occasions that *. . . he’s just an idealistic
Marxist." "

In September 1962 a black student named James Meredith tried to
enroll in the all-white University of Mississippi at Oxford. On the
evening of September 30, a mob of segregationists rioted against the
federal marshalls who were protecting Meredith on campus. Two
people were killed, and after President Kennedy called out the Na-
tional Guard, former Major General Edwin A. Walker, who was
believed to have instigated the riot, was arrested for insurrection. This
latest violence in the struggle for civil rights in the South made head-
lines around the world. .

Walker had resigned from his army command in West Germany in
1961 after being reprimanded for trying to indoctrinate his troops with
the rightist philosophy of the John Birch Society. Since then he had
become a national political figure speaking against integration and
Castro’s Cuba. His home base was Dallas. Oswald was aware of
Walker's history. At some point, when Oswald wrote up his theory
that a military coup was possible in America, he argued that the army
had too many conscripts and bases to lead a coup, and that “The case
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of General Walker shows that the Army . . . is not fertile enough
ground for a far-right regime to go a very long way.” He contended
that the coup might come instead from the smaller Marine Corps—
“g rightwing-infiltrated organization of dire potential consequences o
the freedom of the United States.” He concluded, “I agree with for-
mer President Truman when he said that ‘The Marine Corps should
be abolished.” "

After Walker's arrest, the news media followed him closely. He was
released on $50,000 bond on October 7 and arrived at Love Field,
where he was greeted by two hundred supporters. During the next few
months, Walker would repeatedly make headlines as he prepared to
stand trial in Mississippi.

As it happened, a group of the émigrés came to Oswald's apartment

- on the same Sunday Walker returned, and Oswald announced that he

had been laid off from his job. (This was, in fact, untrue. His employer
was satisfied with his performance. Oswald was simply planning to
quit.) Feeling sorry for Marina and the baby, the émigrés offered to
help. It was settled that Marina and June would move in with de
Mohrenschildt’s daughter Alexandra and her husband Gary Taylor
for a few days, and then go to live with Elena Hall while Oswald went
to Dallas to look for another job.

There were evidently several reasons behind his decision to move
to Dallas. He pfo anted to live in a city where the FBI didn’t
know his ad —And he wanted to get away from Marguerite, who

visiting his family despite his strong objections. He didn’t
tell her where he was going and didn’t see her again until after the
assassination. And, just possibly, he may have already turned his
attention to the right-wing leader, General Walker.

On arriving in Dallas the following Tuesday, Oswald rented a box
at the main post office. A few days later he got a job at 2 graphic arts
firm, Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall, as a trainee in photographic reproduc-
tion. Making no reference to Fort Worth, he told his new boss he had
recently gotten out of the Marines.

Oswald began receiving his copies of The Worker at the post office.
In the October 2 edition there was an appeal for support for two
Communist party officials who were being prosecuted after failing to
register under the McCarren Act. The article spoke of the work being
done by the Gus Hall-Ben Davis Defense Committee with John Abt
as chief counsel. The committee’s address was given with the com-
ment that it needed and invited financial support. After Oswald began

working at Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall, he made up some poster-like blow-
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ups of an anti-McCarren Act slogan and sent them to the defense
committee as a contribution. On the front page of the same issue, big
headlines proclaimed: “Gen. Walker Arrested for Insurrection” and,
alongside:

Nation Supports the President’s Action
_ Punish the Guilty!
Gov. Barnett Gen. Walker
White Citizens Council

One year ago on Nov. 12, 1961 The Worker exposed the fascist charac-
ter of Gen. Edwin A. Walker and warned the Kennedy administration
and the American people of the need for action against him and his
allies. A front-page article asserted:

“The general thus becomes the first open candidate for leadership of
the mass movement which the military-monopolist—pro-fascist plotters
are now hoping to organize throughout the nation. . . .

Critical of the “indecisiveness of the Kennedy administration in this
situation,” The Worker insisted last November that “firmness is essen-
tial" to defeat the ultra-Rights. . . . !

In the October 7 issue another front-page story, headlined “Gen.
Walker Bids for Fuehrer Role,” again warned “the Kennedy Ad-
ministration and the American people of the need for action against
him and his allies.” Two weeks later an article, headlined "“Oxford
Campus Plot for Bloodbath Bared,” contained the assertion that “a
coded file, arms and other materials” found in a car driven by one of
Walker's cronies would reveal that “financial backers of extreme right
wing groups” were “seeking the violent overthrow of the govern-
ment."”

Oswald probably read, and agreed with, a good deal of this. After
m._.s attempt to murder Walker the following April he told Marina he
~4id it because Walker was another Hitler and by killing Hitler in time
' many lives could have been saved. Nothing in The Worker's call for
| political action advocated violence. Many other American newspaper
| editorials were saying much the same thing about Walker. Oswald

already had his own ideas about the former army general. In his view,
the man must have had three strikes against him—he opposed fair
play for black Americans, he opposed Castro to the extent of calling
for an invasion of Cuba, and he was a potential leader of a right-wing
coup. But as we'll see, Oswald evidently came to believe that he could
become a hero to the Left by doing away with him. \ﬁ_' A
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H_.. or most of October and part of November 1962, when Oswald was
living alone in Dallas, Marina and June were dependent on the charity
of the Taylors and the Halls. From this time onward his family would
stay almost a third of the time with other people. When Oswald came
to visit Marina at the Taylors, their relationship seemed so impersonal
to Gary that he thought it was “like two friends meeting.” Oswald
would play with his daughter but never attempted 1o be alone with
his wife. Taylor decided Marina’s feelings simply weren't important
to him.

In fact, the Oswald marriage had been strained ever since the
couple arrived in the United States. In Fort Worth, Oswald had struck
his wife, giving her a black eye, for allowing Bouhe to teach her some
English. This was only one of the ways in which he tried to exert his
control over her. He was often rude and overbearing to his wife in
front of other people, ordering her around in a domineering voice. As
a teenager, he had yelled orders at his mother in the same manner,

Most of their quarreling reflected their differences over his obses-
sion with politics. Although Marina agreed with some of his views—
she admired Castro, too—she felt the family should come first. To
Oswald, such mundane concerns were bourgeois and stupid. She
thought he had—as a later friend of Marina’s would put it—"an
overblown opinion of himself, and of what he could and should
achieve in the world.” He in turn complained about her lack of
interest in politics. One of the émigrés, Katya Ford, was questioned
about the Oswalds’ relationship:
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Q. Did she tell you whether or not they discussed politics?

A. She said she was arguing with him about that. Certainly, in fact,
[as] he called her, she was a typical American girl, . . . not interested
at all in politics. . . . She said she wanted a house and family and he said
“All the American girls think that way”. ...

For the rest of their life together, Marina would continually wonder
whether Lee loved her or not and would continue to hope he would
give up this rival, politics, and settle down.

Occasionally Oswald would get into some [riendly political argu-
ments with the Taylors. He talked about the ideal society he had
written about. Alexandra said, “'He believed in the perfect govern-
ment, free of want and need, and free of taxation, free of discrimina-
tion, free of any police force . . . total and complete freedom in
everything.” She felt he was “extremely devoted” to his ideas and
“very, very rigid.” And she found him persuasive: “He could almost
make anybody believe what he was saying.” But her overall opinion
was negative. She thought he expected things to be given to him on
a silver platter.

Gary Taylor was a Democrat who often expressed a strong disap-
proval of the John Birch Society, but there was little else he and
Oswald could agree on. He gathered that Marina’s husband was
pro-Communist but anti-Russian, and that Oswald was disappointed
when the Russians assigned him to a factory job instead of giving him
“something important to do.”

Max Clark, a Fort Worth attorney and [riend of George de Moh-
renschildt, met Oswald at about this lime and got a similar impression
about Oswald’s ambitions and his reasons for leaving the Soviet
Union. Oswald told him he had been unhappy about his work assign-
ment in Minsk and had finally made up his mind that the Russian
system was not “true communism” and that he would “never be able
to get ahead or make his mark” in the Soviet Union. Clark told the
Warren Commission that Oswald “seemed to have the idea that he
was made for something other than what he was doing.”

In October 1962 a serious international crisis developed over the
introduction of Soviet nuclear missiles into Cuba. In a dramatic televi-
sion appearance President Kennedy announced that he had ordered
a naval blockade to prevent Soviet ships carrying more missiles from
entering Cuban waters. After almost two weeks of worldwide fear of
a nuclear war the confrontation ended on October 28, when the Soviet
Union agreed to withdraw the missiles—over the strang protest of
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Fidel Castro.
We have only a glimpse of Lee Harvey Oswald's reaction to this

crisis. According to one man who met him at & party the following
February, after citing the Bay of Pigs and the missile crisis as exam-
ples of imperialist interventions, Oswald suggested that Kennedy's
actions had set the stage for a nuclear holocaust. He added that even
after the missiles had been withdrawn, American-sponsored acts of
terrorism and sabotage against Cuba were continuing. This was pre-

sumably a reference to the sporadic paramilitary raids conducted by v

v
?z...._

of Oswald’s saying anything critical about President Kennedy before
late September 1963.) 1

A day or two after the missile crisis ended, Oswald clipped a
coupon from a pamphlet the Socialist Workers party had sent him,
checked the box “I would like to join the Socialist Workers Party,”
and sent it via airmail to the New York headquarters. Writer Albert
H. Newman has suggested that this action may be read as a sign of
Oswald’s feslings about the missile crisis. A Trotskyist group, the
Socialist Workers party vehemently supported Castro and often criti-
cized the Soviet Union for being too soft on Western imperialism.
Since there were no chapters of the organization in Texas at that time,
Oswald was unable to join. On the back of the coupon, now a Warren
Commission exhibit, a portion of the party’s message can be seen, and
its tone suggests another reason Oswald may have been attracted to
this group:

Cuban exile groups. (This account was, incidentally, the only anvo:M.

... that you are helping in the greatest cause ever undertaken, and that
your weight really counts.

Socialism is the only roud leading away from poverty, inflation, unem-
ployment, imperialist war, totalitarianism—all the world-wide scourges
of decaying capitalism. Socialism can save us from capitalist barbarism
and open up a new world for humanity. The most courageous workers,
those capeble of the greatest sacrifices, those intelligent enough to see
the task and endowed with the will to carry it out, must take the lead.
That is our historic. . . .

In November Oswald finally rented an inexpensive apartment for
his family on Elsbeth Street in the Oak CIiff section of Dallas. His
landlady, Mrs. Mahlon Tobias, remembered that when he looked the
place over, he particularly wanted to be shown the back entrance.
Weeks later, when she rang his doorbell, Oswald came out the back

- 8
ﬁ% ]




&

M 3 said. :
' ;. Beforea week had passed the Oswalds were quarreling again. It hag 3
~a Started over a trifle—or so Marina thought. Perhaps because he

and around the side of the building to see who it was, The Taylory
helped the Oswalds move in on November 4, and for once Oswalg
- thanked them. “Very briefly, thank you, and that was all,” Alexandrg

wanted no more visits from the FBI, Oswald had told Mrs. Tobias
that his wife was from Czechoslovakia. Marina later wrote: _
When the landlady asked me, I told her that I was from Russia, not
knowing what Lee had told her. In this way a misunderstanding arose,
1 did not understand why Lee was hiding the fact that he was married
to a Russian. . . . He got angry with me, said that I did not understand
anything, and that I was not supporting him. I answered that it was hard
to understand such stupidity, and that he was simply stupid. He told me
that if I didn't like it I could go where I wanted. I was terribly hurt. |
Esanﬁndn_ﬂasﬂanggnﬂ_qﬁz-gioﬂ&ﬁ.
why should I stand in his way. I took June and left Lee to go to my
Russian acquaintances,

Taking only her child, a few diapers, a shirt, and a baby bottle,
Marina took a taxi to the Mellers’ home. This time when the émigrés
got together and agreed to look after her, it was with a condition,
George Bouhe told her he didn't think Oswald would ever treat her
as he should and, “If you leave him, of course we'll help. But if you
say one thing now and then go back, next time no one will help.”
Marina assured him she would never go back “to that hell.”

Bouhe taok her to stay at the home of Katya and Declan Ford,
Oswald found out where she was living and called asking her to come
home. He had been invited to his brother Robert's for Thanksgiving
and wanted her with him—it would be humiliating if he had to g0
alone. Marina was curt with him at first but soon began to relent. A

* few days later Valentina Ray offered to let Marina live with her unti]
she could learn enough English to find a job. Marina agreed, but she
told her husband where she was, and when he telephoned her there,
she consented to see him.

At the Rays’ home they went into a bedroom to talk, and Marina
reported that only after he begged her to return did she give in: “We
talked alone in the room, and I saw him cry for the first time. What
woman's heart can resist this, especially if she is in love? Lee begged
me to come back, asked my forgiveness, and promised that he would
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i e. . .. Knowing Lee’s character, I can say that this is

4 _””_u_u_unﬂ__."omn_ time in his ﬂ? that he had to go and ask someone
__n_.n!on. and what is more, show his tears. . . . Lee was not uw..w.n..:un_m
: with me about his feelings, but always wore 2 BE.F.
a_..ﬂ_.__n:_n_. the scene represented his true feelings or was just another
- | manipulation to get what he wanted, he recovered his composure very

ickly. What Valentina Ray remembered from Em.. day was Oms_w_n
; ..._En-aE.um. politics with her husband. He offered to drive the reconciled
| ple home, and the political lecture continued en route. Valentina
4 H_ﬂ_ her husband came home “huffing, puffing, said he never met
snybody dumber in his life, doesn’t understand simple economics or
how anything works in this country.” ks e
After Marina moved back, most of the émigrés threw up th
ads. Only the de Mohrenschildts remained friendly, exchanging
its and taking them to a few parties. m.o._. a _.r.on w.,_:_n. the Oms.m_n_
g{mn__c_n was peaceful. Marina said of this period, “He used to bring
home_dozens of books from the library and just swallowed them
ﬁnﬂn./.w,.r_.maanmaa it seemed to me that he was living in another
world which he had constructed for himself, and that he came noiu
1o earth on_vs.no to work, to earn money for his family, to eat, an

” ///

" —n.__nuu_.._m December 1962 Oswald began making use of the Jaggars-
Chiles-Stovall facilities n,wd,Eufwan_u for his OWn purposes when w.ﬁ
was working overtime. Using the_photographic techniques he'd
learned, he made some advertising pos 'the Socialist Workers
party and The Worker, as well as the Hall-Davis Defense Committee.
(The Worker's poster said, “READ THE WORKER / If you want to
know about / PEACE / DEMOCRACY / UNEMPLOYMENT / ECONOMIC
TRENDS.”) Along with the blowups, he sent _nznn.on.m_.:_u to do
further photographic work at no charge. Each organization s._.omo a
polite letter of acknowledgment, and n...ae»E carefully saved these
replies—he would find a use for them in the months urﬂ.ﬁ._.

In mid-December he took out a subscription to The Militant, the
Socialist Workers' newspaper. Like The Worker, it was n:=nn_. o...
General Walker and of Kennedy’s policies on Cuba and the civil
rights struggle. One of the first issues _..n would have _.nnn_c.& in
January commented on the speech President Kennedy gave in the
Miami Orange Bowl on December 29. Before a mnoia of 40,000
Cuban exiles, Kennedy greeted a group of Bay o_._?ﬁ veterans who
had just been ransomed from their imprisonment in Cuba. When the
president was presented with the Cuban brigade’s battle flag, he spon-
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taneously declared, “'I can assure you that this flag will be returned
to this brigade in a free Havana"—a prediction that drew tumultuous
cheers from the audience. The Militant called it “the most barefaced
and disgusting display of immorality, ignorance and bad taste ever put
on by a U.S. President.” In its January 21 issue, The Militant pub-
lished Castro’s response to Kennedy’'s Miami appearance, a speech
headlined, *“We Will Not Stop Being Revolutionists.” Castro said
Kennedy had “conducted himself like a pirate.” After citing the Bay
of Pigs and the Cuban citizens who had been killed in exile raids and
in internal counter-revolutionary attacks, he declared, “Mr., Kennedy,
too much blood has flowed between you and us.”

A
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n,m,.i At the beginning of 1963 Oswald began making specific plans to

-___“|assassinate General Walker. The final decision apparently came after
January 21, when a federal grand jury in Mississippi released Walker
after declining to indict him. The next day, the Dallas Morning News

. quoted Walker: “I am glad to be vindicated. . . . Today my hopes

== returned to the Cubans and millions of others who long to return to

their homes. . . .” On January 27, Oswald ordered a Smith & Wesson
.38 snub-nosed revolver from a Los Angeles mail-order firm, using
“A. J. Hidell” as an alias.

- This was his first known use of the Alek James Hidell alias. “Alek"
had been his nickname in Russia. “Hidell” was probably an altered

k “Fidel,” embraced by two of his own initials. The “James" is less

certain but may have come from a fictional character he was known

\ M) to have admired—James Bond.
! It was apparently around this time that he printed up a phony ID
in the name of Alek James Hidell—perhaps he thought he might need
= . o Ea.inunom_ to pick up the gun at the post office. He also began
) tudying a city map and a bus schedule to lay out an escape route from
b\ct\.\% alker’s home on Turtle Creek Boulevard. And he began putting
v o ressure on Marina to return to the Soviet Union with June. The
_f. v\w\ﬁ }/ Warren Commission evidently never realized why Oswald wanted to

2
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send his family to Russia. Marina testified, “Lee wanted me to go to
!/ Russia . ..and I told him that if he wanted me to go then that meant
V__~" hedidn't love me and . . . in that case what was the idea of coming
to the United States in the first place. Lee would say that it would be
better for me to go to Russia. [ did not know why. I did not know
what he had in mind. He said he loved me but it would be better for

me if I went to Russia.”
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. Yes. )
m. Did you feel that you were getting along on what he was making?

A. Of course. . . . .
Q. Did you understand when he suggested you return fo Russia that

propasing to break up your marriage? )
; ._t.r.!um_ told him m_—! I would go to Russia if he gave me a divorce, but
" he did not want to give me a divorce.

. Q. Did he say why? )
m. He said that if he were to give me a divarce that would break

everything between us, which he didn’t want. That he wanted to keep
me as his wife. .
When she was asked if she now understood why Oswald wanted her
1o _.ns._.w”nﬂo the Soviet Union, she mE.a.. ...<n. .ee I think I know why[;]
he had in mind to start his foolish activity which could harm me, but,
of course, at that time he didn’t tell me the reason. . . . At :E__ time
when 1 would ask him he would get angry because he couldn't tell

BPSwn he was snmmrm for the pistol to arrive, something happened

to delay his plans. On February 14 the Morning News announced that

Walker would be going out of town on a nationwide tour, dubbed

“Operation Midnight Ride,” from February 27 to April 3 to make
speeches warning about the dangers of Castro and communism. Three
days later Oswald forced the reluctant Marina, who wanted to stay
in America, to sit down and write the following letter to the Soviet

Embassy in Washington:

I beg your assistance to help me to return to the homeland in the USSR
where I will again fecl myself a full-fedged citizen. Please let me know
what I should do for this, i.e., perhaps it will be necessary 1o fill out a
special application form. Since I am not working at present (because of
my lack of knowledge of the English language and -.u.ub__ child), I am
requesting you to extend (o e a possible .S-S:-_ aid for the trip. My
husband remains here, since he is an American by nationality. I beg you
once more not to refuse my request.

It is not too difficult to see Oswald’s hand in this, especially E.:_.n.
phrase “full-fledged citizen™ and in the request for “‘material aid.
Since he couldn’t afford to send his family to Russia, he expected the

Russians to take care of it. .
On February 22 Lee and Marina went to a party given by Everett
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US she seemed to g0 against his wishes. Their landlady noticed that -
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Glover, a friend of de Mohrenschildt's. One of the guests was Ruth
Paine, a Quaker who had recently separated from her husband Mi-
chael and who was studying the Russian language. Ruth was eager
to meet someone who spoke modern Russian because she hoped to be
able to learn the language well enough to teach it. She and Marina
began a friendship that evening which Oswald encouraged for his own

reasons. Marina said later that “from the moment he met Ruth, Lee )

[thought] only how to use her.”
Marina would remember February 1963 as by far the worst month
of their marriage. Oswald often flew into a rage and beat her whenever

#ZE.:F was always quiet around Oswald and that he never seemed
_

>
>

ok
s

0 want her to be out of his sight when he was home. She thought

N Marina seemed “very lonely.” During this period Oswald sometimes

5

i

know where my husband is." . . . I said to her, “Mrs. Oswald, Marina, .
jmwﬁ”_. you read English?"" She said **Yes"—and I went and got a tablet of

wouldn’t come home until seven o'clock or later, and Marina never

,Wg.m&gggnrhoagwgwﬂ.noaﬂ

\, - --2nd wanted to know if she could use the phone. She said, “I don’t

_Bﬂn.:..Sor-vn.ﬁmui_!a.n:ﬂrn;ouuwroﬂn-?nzi-ua&
ick in the shin.” And she started laughing . . . and she said she would.

Marina then called several numbers and spoke in Russian but, said
Mrs. Tobias, “She never did find him.” One of Marina’s calls was to
George de Mohrenschildt, who telephoned Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall for
her and found out Lee wasn’t there, Oswald, of course, was angry
when he discovered she'd been checking up on him. Later that week
their fighting got so noisy the owner of the building told Oswald he
would have to stop fighting or move. Oswald decided to move.

On March 3 they carried their belongings to another furnished
apartment several blocks away at 214 West Neely Street, using June's
stroller as a carrier. Mrs. Tobias watched them go: “They moved
away in that stroller. . . . They didn’t have very much—all he had was
books and what little dishes they had, and that wasn’t very many, and
the baby bed.” The new apartment had a small room Oswald appro-
priated for a study—it had an interior door that could be locked and
another door leading to the outside. Now he could come and go
without Marina’s knowledge, and he conld have privacy while he
worked out his plans. .

£ knew where he was. On one such night in late February, Mrs. Tobias -
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me of Oswald's mysterious activities E..no:c.&@ had to
no.ﬂmwﬂm%ni_ Walker. He may have rehearsed his route by riding
the buses he intended to use to and from Walker’s home. At any rate,
it is certain that after Walker left town, Oswald E..Ennoor. a recon-
naissance. On the weekend of March 910 he used his Imperial Reflex
camera to photograph the alley behind Walker's house and an an_n
near a railroad where he would En__M :_H Mwnhnmom:h.wﬂmﬁho%oﬂ
wald's possessions, coul on-
“Wrog%a.a.u...io_ﬁ going on in the background.) *._n recorded a detailed
description of the house and its surroundings in a notebook he kept
i i —.—n - 3 -
L Mﬂnun.nn_w his survey of Walker’s property changed his mind u.:wﬂo_.z
the appropriate weapon, for on March 12 .ro on.nn_.& a ?F::__n er-
Carcano rifle from Klein's Sporting Goods in Chicago, again using the
Hidell alias. By coincidence both weapons were shipped on March .No
and arrived about five days later. When Walker returned to Dallas,
FMGH@H%MJ. was during this month E.n_ En. FBI Bow a Hn.anion .
interest in the Oswalds. It was FBI practice to interview immigrants
from the Soviet bloc countries on m.un_on.E.n basis, and Marina was
one of those selected. When John Fain retired he left her case marked
ing inactive. On March 4 Fain’s successor, James m mom:v_. Ir.,
obtained Marina’s Elsbeth Street address from the Immigration and
Naturalization Service records, On the uth, the day un._.o_.n Oswald
ordered his rifle, Hosty drove over and spoke to Mrs. A.o.w_um. who told
him that they had moved. Hosty obtained the Oswalds' new un._aqnuu.
But having learned of their frequent quarrels from .ms_.n Tobias, he
decided to allow them a certain “cooling “....n. period,” as required by
FBI regulations, before he talked to Zub:u. (Even .__o:.w__ he was
going by the book, this decision would ultimately earn him a repri-
mand and the eternal wrath of J. Edgar Hoover.) :"uunw m._monr..a_ Lee
Oswald's file and found that he was on The Worker's mailing list. At
Hosty’s request, Oswald's case was reopened o:.ZuHr 26. But when
he finally went to the Neely Street apartment in late May they had
moved without leaving a forwarding address. .
Would it have made a difference if agent Hosty had caught up with
Oswald before he attacked Walker? Probably not. Oswald already
knew the FBI was interested in EE.EEE the watchful eye of the
ities had never sto him in the past. )
n:%MM_EnFS March 31, Wﬂﬂaa had Marina take several pictures of
him in their backyard. Dressed in black, he wore a pistol on his belt,
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holding the rifle in one hand and a recent copy of ]

and The xxolﬁ.. in the other. He told her vnnﬂgsﬂﬁruﬁﬂ”ﬁwﬂ
send to The i@a:n Oswald was clearly proud of what he was about
to do. He inscribed one of the prints “For Junie from Papa” and gave
itto Zm:_._- as a keepsake for their daughter, so that “maybe someday
June will remember me.” Marina put this print and one like it in

Oswald obviously believed that The Mifitan: woul i
attack on Walker. He undoubtedly got this idea md_“__ “mw_wﬁnw“
editorial line of the newspaper, which advocated revolutionary vio-
lence where necessary. In the February 25 issue there was a review
of a book by no_sn F. Williams that called for blacks to arm them-
selves, The review noted, “John Brown and the Abolitionists did not
fight u_nqo.Q. with prayers but with armed struggle against the evil
system. Williams thus stands in the American tradition of struggle for
»...ounuﬂ. the best of our heritage and legacy. [Martin Luther] King's
Won“..m-ﬁ Tuns counter to this uu.:r -+ . [and] is racist in its out-
e _—aﬂw_..“._. n.u-_“.w.m of the “inadequacy of narrowly conceived

On April 2 Ruth Paine invited the Oswalds to dinner
husband Michael pick them up at their apartment, An ﬂ_nm_w.o_“n h...M
Bell Helicopter, Michael was an intelligent and well-educated man
whose father __u.n_ been a Trotskyite after leaving the Communist party

in the 1940s. ?pn_._un_ could remember being taken to Party meetings
as m.nr._n. and being bored by them. Like Ruth, he was tolerant of
political dissidents even when he disagreed with them. That night one
of the few things he and Oswald could agree on was their opinion of
Oﬂ:ﬂu_ inFmIrnw both criticized the Far Right. Naturally Os-
wald said __oz_.Ew about his secret plan. At the Oswalds’ Neely Street
p_uun.an:r Paine was shocked by Oswald’s rudeness to his wife. At
Ruth’s, he became annoyed when he tried to include Marina in their
conversation and Oswald seemed to resent having to translate for her
But m.uu1-._n was pleased with the evening, for he saw once more :oL
wE__.u interest in Marina could serve his purposes. The Russian visas
e__ﬂMﬂ “_.Bao. ::.o.._M__F u..u__“_ if he went ahead with his plan to kill
» Marina might need a friend who i i
Oawusu._n racticed with the rifle. W i iy e
pri e lost his job. He never held any j
mostly due to his attitude. He resented his nau_wwwohlqowﬂﬂa“w:_.ﬂ”ﬂ
ers. As he had said in Moscow, if he lived in the United States he
would face the choice of being an exploiter or one of the exploited,
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and rather than assume either role he would end up being one of the
unemployed. Oswald appeared to like his job at Jaggars-Chiles-
Stovall, but eventually began to show his resentment by reading Rus-
sian magazines at work—it was reminiscent of the way he had openly
read Russian newspapers in the Marines. His employer noticed it, and
he also noticed that Oswald’s work often had to be redone. Around
the first week of April he informed Oswald he would have to let him

noﬂo help Oswald find another job, de Mohrenschildt referred him to
a friend, Sam Allen, a native of New York who served on the boards
of several Dillas corporations. During a two-hour interview with
Ballen, Oswald didn't mention his recent employment and instead
claimed to have learned reproduction work in Russia and New Or-
leans. Inevitably the conversation drifted into Oswald’s politics: his
opposition to race prejudice and what Ballen later called his “compas-
sion for mankind generally.” Oswald complained that he too was the
victim of prejudice because of his stay in the Soviet Union. Although
sympathetic, Ballen decided that this young man wouldn't fit into a
team operation—he was “too hard-headed, too independent.” Ballen
considered Oswald to be “a truth-seeking decent individual with a bit
of Schweitzerian self-sacrifice in him—so much so that I didn't want
him working for me."” For his part, Oswald seemed uninterested in a
position that required conformity. He told Ballen, “Don’'t worry
about me.” J

Sometime in early April—the exact time isn't certain—Oswald
staged his first pro-Castro demonstration. With a placard saying
“Hands Off Cuba! Viva Fidel!” hanging on his chest, he handed out
Fair Play for Cuba literature briefly on a downtown street. Two
policemen later reported secing the demonstration. According to a
passerby, when Oswald spotted them coming toward him he mut-
tered, “Oh hell, here come the cops,” and ducked into a nearby store.
He wrote the Fair Play for Cuba Committee in New York to report
his demonstration (omitting the appearance of the police) and asked
the group to send him “40 or 50 more” of their pamphlets.

Having completed his speaking tour, General Walker came home.
Oswald may have been following his progress in the Dallas newspa-
pers. On March 6 the Times Herald had reported on a speech Walker
gave in Savannah in which he challenged President Kennedy to take
“one U.S. Army division . . . and liquidate the scourge that has
descended upon the island of Cuba.” This was only a few days before
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Oswald reconnoitered the Walker house and grounds and ordered his
rifie.

On the evening of April 10 Oswald went to Walker’s home with the
Mannlicher-Carcano, which he had concealed under a raincoat. He

took a position in a dark alley behind a stockade fence, 120 feet from .

the back of the house. Inside he could see Edwin A. Walker through
a lighted window sitting at his desk. The light obscured a strip of the
window casing and the bullet missed, striking the wall just above
Walker’s head and leaving bits of wood and glass in his hair. Oswald
ran without waiting to see the result. He hid the rifle and escaped on
a city bus (exactly as he would do after the assassination of President
Kennedy).

Around 10 o'clock that evening Marina grew restless wondering
where he was. She went into his study and found a key and a note of
instructions written in Russian:

1. This is the key to the mailbox which is located in the main post office
in the city on Ervay Street. This is the same street where the drugstore,
in which you always waited is located. You will find the mailbox in the
post office which is located 4 blocks from the drugstore on that street.
1 paid for the box last month so don't worry about it.

2. Send the information as to what has happened to me to the Em-
bassy and include newspaper clippings (should there be anything about
me in the newspapers). I believe that the Embassy will come quickly to
your assistance on learning everything.

3. I paid the house rent on the 2d so don't worry about it.

4. Recently I also paid for water and gas.

5. The money from work will possibly be coming. The money will be
sent to our post office box. Go to the bank and cash the check.

6. You can either throw out or give my clothing, etc. away. Do not
keep these. However, [ prefer that you hold on to my personal papers
{military, civil, etc.).

7. Certain of my documents are in the small blue valise,

8. The address book can be found on my table in the study should you
need same.

9. We have friends here. The Red Cross also will help you (Red Cross
in English) [sic).

10. I left you as much money as I could, s60 on the second of the
month. You and the baby can live for another 2 months using sio per
week.

i, If [ am alive and taken prisoner, the city jail is located at the end
of the bridge through which we always passed on going to the city (right
in the beginning of the city after crossing the bridge).

Marina testified thak when her husband got home that night he was
pale. He told_her whaj he had done, and defended his action um
nﬂnmmm_\wlmaal.ﬁgﬂ of a fascist organization.
She responded by saying even though that might be true, he had no
right to take his life. She made him promise never to do such a thing
again, and fucked the note of instructions he _dnn left her into one of
her books. She told the Assassinations Committee .rn-.omim_a ﬂnz
quite strongly that he was doing a justice to the people” and mmsma-
ered her a fool for not understanding him. She quoted Oswald: in__‘"
what would you say if somebody got rid of Hitler at the right time’
So if you don't know about General Walker, how can you speak up
on his behalf?” She reported that after reading Ea news accounts the
next day Oswald was “kind of angry” that __.." missed him, but at the
same time “kind of pleased with himself, with the clever fellow he

" in getting away with it.
nﬂm...ﬂu_ma.ﬂaﬂmow& an notebook he'd used for the _u_nE.m:m. but kept
the photographs of Walker’s house and mﬁ.uﬁqo:unﬁwm and the
photographs of himself holding the rifle. He .nsn—n._n« wanted a record
of the attempt for some future use. It's possible he was even consider-
ing another attempt to kill Walker, at some later date after the police
attention subsided. )

One may ask why Marina didn't immediately go to the .Un:ﬁ
police. In retrospect it is easy to condemn her. But Marina evidently
didn't leave her husband or go to the police for much the same reasons
other battered wives often choose to stay with S.B_. .r:.«.vnmaT.ﬁ
times, she was afraid of him. Someone on the Assassinations Commit-
tee asked Her, “*What do you think he would have done if you had
gotten rid of the rifle?” And she answered, “Well, he probably would
have got rid of me.” She had no one else, no way of supporting herself
and June; and she was three months into a second pregnancy. But
despite everything she still loved him and hoped he would change.

Marina did not realize that Oswald could not change without giving
up the image he had of himself as an idealist who acted on his
principles. His feelings of self-worth derived not from his work or
personal relationships, but from his ideology. The assassination at-
tempt against Walker, like his defection, revealed Oswald's extreme
dedication to his political beliefs. All else was secondary to him—his
family, even the question of whether he lived or died. At the same
time, Oswald expected and craved recognition as a revolutionary
hero. Both these events were clearly designed to attract worldwide
attention to himself as well as to his cause. Giving up these ideas, as

I
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Marina wanted, would have meant scrapping his identity and con-
structing a new one—or becoming a hypocrite in his own eyes, some.
one who sat around and talked but did nothing.

The attack on Walker resembled his defection in another respect:
it was carefully planned. Part of the excitement must have been in the
detailed anticipation. The note he left Marina indicates that he had
considered every eventuality—that he might be killed or arrested, or
that he might escape, possibly to another country. Albert Newman
believes that had Oswald assassinated Walker he intended to go to the
Cuban Embassy in Mexico City, tell the officials there what he had
done—proving it with his notebook and photographs—and ask for

“asylum in Cuba, an “extradition-free” country. McMillan suggests
that in the event of an arrest he might have used his trial as a forum
to denounce American fascism, before asking for asylum in Russia,
At any rate, as Marina later said of the backyard photographs, “He
must have had something in his mind—some grandiose plans.”

[ On April 21 Oswald staged another dramatic scene. After reading
the moming newspaper he got dressed and put his Smith & Wesson
pistol into his belt. He informed Marina that former Vice-President
Richard Nixon was coming to town and that he wanted “to go and

~have a look.” Marina has testified that she replied, “I know how you
look "—and physi restrained him from leaving the apartment. (In
fact, Nixn was not coming to Dallas, but that day's Morning News
reported a speech he had made in Washington. The banner headline
read, “Nixon Calls for Decision to Force Reds Out of Cuba/Open
U.S. Support of Rebels Urged.”) .

When skeptical Commission members questioned her about this
incident, Marina admitted that she could not have kept her husband
from leaving their apartment if he had really wanted to go. She said
that at first he was angry and told her, “You are always getting in my
way,” but then rather quickly gave in. “It might have been,” she
continued, “that he was just trying to test me.” (Thinking back on it,
Marina saw the incident as a “kind of nasty joke,” an example of a
sadistic streak he had. She also told the Commission that he would
make her write letters to the Russian Embassy asking to be allowed
to return to the Soviet Union: “He liked to tease me and torment me
in this way . . . especially if I interfered in any of his political affairs,
in any of his political discussions.”)

It isn’t clear why Oswald now decided to move to New Orleans.
Marine has said it was her suggestion that he go to his hometown to
find work, because she wanted to get him away from the temptation
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i i ker again. But it also appears that Oswald had,
i i i__.wﬂ_mﬁﬂ mws_ in mind. When Ruth Paine visited the

2 San e - -
M—“ﬂﬁ on >vw% 24, she found them waiting with their bags packed

iven to the bus station. Rather than see the pregnant
“L-.M_u“on.wmrm.“—_o long bus trip with a small child, she .oa.n_.nn_.po let
them stay with her while Lee went .nrnnn to look for a job. This HE
evidently exacily what Oswald had intended all along. She &.JM_" E_“
1o the terminal to check his baggage, and the next day Oswald too

a bus to New Orleans.
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m.noi our perspective twenty years later, America’s undeclared war
on Cuba looks like a hysterical overreaction. It did not seem so to
most Americans at the time. The Kennedy administration was under
intense public pressure to do something about Cuba. Thousands of
refugees had fled to the United States bringing horror stories about
life under communism, and many of them were prepared to fight to
liberate their country. (Other refugees, according to the New York
Times, were Castro agents who were sent to create disunity and
promote agitation against the U.S. government among the exiles.)
Castro had proclaimed himself an ally of the Soviet Union and was
boasting that his revolution would spread throughout Latin America.
Occasionally it looked as though his dream might come true. Shortly
after the missile crisis, for example, pro-Castro guerrillas knocked out
one-sixth of Venezuela's oil-production capacity. .

The White House was still uncertain what to do about Cuba. After
the October crisis, the MONGOOSE operation was disbanded, and
the Special Group committee, chaired by presidential assistant
McGeorge Bundy, took control of covert actions in Cuba. On January
4, 1963, and again in April and June, Bundy proposed to the president
the idea of opening communications with Castro with an eye to taking
Castro “out of the Soviet fold.” This option was to be explored on a
“separate track,” however, while other proposed actions, such as
sabolage, were going on. In February 1963 Time carried an article
called “The Hardening Soviet Base in Cuba,” which quoted a top
administration official as saying that present U.S. policy toward Cuba
was "“not containment; it's getting rid of Castro”—through economic
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and political pressures. It stated that the administration was hoping
for an uprising against Castro and quoted President Kennedy on what
his reaction might be: “Probably the first U.S. response would be
diplomatic. . . . But a real uprising in Cuba would not be like a Bay
of Pigs invasion financed from abroad. It would be a cry for help
which the U.S. could not afford to ignore.” Another report on a
Kennedy news conference that month quoted him as conceding “that

4

Soviet troops in Cuba are surely being used to train Cubans to export

revolution and sabotage throughout Latin America.” One White
House estimate reported that at least 13,000 Latin American students
were being trained.

Early spring brought the first public talk about the possibility that
Fidel Castro might be assassinated by someone dissatisfied with his
rule inside Cuba. On March 15 the Wall Street Journal quoted un-
named Washington officials as declaring that Castro’s assassination
had become “the major U.S. hope for de-communizing Cuba"—ex-
plaining that “rising public discontent in Cuba” was “bound to bring

.a snccessful assassination attempt sooner or later.” This item was

picked up for brief mention by both The Worker and The Militant.
Both papers omitted the reference to rising discontent in Cuba. At
approximately the same time an exile group called Alpha 66 raided
a Cuban port and shelled a Russian ship, eliciting a strong protest
from the Soviet government. The FBI and Coast Guard responded
with an official crackdown nationwide on exile raiders starting the
first week of April. This new policy, in turn, brought protests from
the exiles and Republican leaders.

In an April 19 speech President Kennedy attempted to counter
demands for a second invasion of Cuba by predicting that “in five
years” Castro would likely no longer be in power and that ultimately
the United States would be seen to have contributed to his downfall.
In recent years this speech has sometimes been interpreted as a sign
that Kennedy was aware of a CIA effort to kill Castro. But he was
clearly referring to the long-term effect of administration pressures on
Cuba in general, which he hoped would eventually result in Castro's
overthrow. It would have been illogical for him to suggest that an
American contribution to Castro’s murder would someday be ap-
plauded—none of the plotters wanted the U.S. role ever to be re-
vealed. Moreover, according to the Church committee investigation,
there were no ongoing assassination plots during this period. The
plots involving members of the Mafia had been terminated in Febru-
ary after producing no results whatsoever. (It appears that the Mafia
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_un.:_nmvmaﬁ. weren’t seriously interested in eliminating Castro but
were stringing the CIA officials along for their own purposes.)

But at the time, Fidel Castro apparently saw the president’s state-
ments as a threat. His response came two days later in an April 2;
New York Times headline that today seems startling:

CASTRO SAYS U.S. PLANS SLAYINGS
Declares Assassination Plot Replaced Second Invasion

The story began, “Premier Fidel Castro said today that the United
States had abandoned plans for a second invasion of Cuba in favor of
a plot to assassinate Cuban leaders.” Castro then gave his version of
recent ﬂ:glgg history, asserting that after the Bay of Pigs
the Soviets had introduced missiles into Cuba to prevent a second
invasion attempt, and had withdrawn them in return for Kennedy’s
promise that Cuba would not be invaded. The American government,
said Castro, understood that new military attacks on Cuba would
provoke a world war. But, Castro added, “We cannot rest on our
laurels. . . . They are now making plans to assassinate the leaders of
the revolution.”

(This story was picked up by the Dallas Times-Herald the same
afternoon, but Lee Oswald almost certainly didn't see it. This was the
day of Oswald’s “nasty joke” about shooting Nixon, and therefore the
events of April 21 were vividly impressed on Marina's memory. She
testified that Oswald didn't leave their apartment after going out for
the morning newspaper, and if she is right, Oswald couldn’t have
bought a Times-Herald that afternoon.)

In May 1963, the National Security Council’s Standing Group dis-
cussed several-contingencies, and found that the prospect of Castro's
death resulting in favorable developments inside Cuba was “singu-
larly unpromising." The CIA’s Office of National Estimates agreed.

The memorandum it prepared concluded that Castro would be re- .

placed by his brother Raul or someone else who had Soviet backing,
and warned, “If Castro were to die by other than natural causes the
U.S. would be widely charged with complicity, . . .”

The president’s speech on April 19 and the negative conclusions of
the Standing Group and the CIA may be taken as further evidence
of the administration's continuing sense of frustration concerning
Cuba. The tension of those times was reflected in an April 29 issue
of The Militant which quoted a statement Robert Kennedy had made
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on April 22: “We can’t just snap our fingers and make Castro go away.
But we can fight for this. We can dedicate all our energy and best
possible brains to that effort.”

Lee Oswald hadn't been in New Orleans since 1959 when he had
passed through on his way to the Soviet Union. The city was much

" the same. In late April it was already getting hot and humid. During

the months ahead there would be frequent afternoon thunderstorms,
and swarms of mosquitos blown in from nearby salt marshes would
attack pedestrians on downtown streets. One could still get off a
streetcar in the middle of Canal Street and walk into the French
Quarter, withi its carnival atmosphere of jazz and strip shows, tawdry
souvenir shops, sidewalk artists, and occasional young black boys
offering a quick softshoe routine in exchange for money. But there
had been a considerable influx of Cuban exiles, some of whom were
active in anti-Castro organizations.

Oswald called his Aunt Lillian from the Greyhound Bus station.
She was surprised to hear from him, since she didn't know he had
returned from the Soviet Union, nor did she know he had married and
was a father. She agreed to put him up while he looked for a job. He
stayed with her family for a couple of weeks:

Oswald applied for and received unemployment benefits from
Texas, and then found a job as a maintenance mechanic at the William
B. Reily Company, a distributor of Luzianne coffee. Lillian remem-
bered him coming home excited.

... and he grabbed me around the neck and he even kissed me and he
said "1 got it; T got it!” . . . I said, “Lee, how much docs it pay"” and
he said, “Well, it don’t pay very much but I will get along on it.”
... I said, “Well, you know, Lee, you are not really qualified 1o do
anything too much. If you don't like this job why don't you try 1o go
back to school again at night time and see if you can't learn a trade or
whatever you think you can prepare yourself to do.” And he said, *No,
1don't have to go back to school. I don’t have to learn anything. [ know
everything.” . . .

Q. Did you get the impression . . . that he really believed he was that
smart?

A. He believed he was that smart, yes, sir.

Q. You don't think he was spoofing you?

A. No; I think he really thought he was smart, and I don't think he
envied anybody else, because he thought he knew it all, I guess.
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That same morning Oswald began looking for a place to live. He
went to see his mother's old friend Myrtle Evans, who was still
managing apartments. She had nothing available, but they drove
around in search of “For Rent" signs. They found a vacant apartment
at 4907 Magazine Street for 565 a month, and Oswald took it. That
evening he called Marina at Ruth’s house in Irving, Texas, to tell her
the news. Marina had been spending a lot of time discussing with
Ruth the question of whether Lee loved her or not, and now, after

-hanging up the phone, she kept repeating to her daughter, June,

“Papa nas lubet . . . Daddy loves us, he got work and he wants us
to come.” The next day Ruth, Marina, and their children left Irving
to drive to New Orleans.

Seeing the Magazine Strect apartment with its dark rooms and
roaches was a bitter letdown for Marina, and Ruth noticed that
Oswald seemed disappointed by her reaction. Although their meeting
had been cordial, the Oswalds began quarreling almost immediately,
and Ruth decided to leave earlier than she had planned. The fighting
stemmed from the problem they had always had: their priorities were
nﬂE«BBPﬁQBRE?EEﬂESE&.Qﬂ-EEH&S
political activities. L

On May 14 he mailed a change-of-address card to the Fair Play for
Cuba Committee, and eight days later the National Director, Vincent
T. Lee, wrote a routine reply: “We received your notice of change of
address. . . . We hope to hear from you soon so that we may again
have your name amongst those who continue to support the efforts
of our Committee.” Much to Vincent Lee's subsequent regret, Oswald
needed no encouragement. He responded quickly:

I am requesting formal membership in your organization.

In the past I have received from you pamphlets etc., both bought by
me and given to me by you.

Now that I live in New Orleans I have been thinking about renting

a small office at my own Hvﬁnnmo_.»rnvﬁdﬁuom?nﬂinnm.m.n.ﬂ
branch here in New Orleans.

Could you give me a charter?

Also [ would like information on buying pamphlets etc. in large lots,
as well as blank FPCC applications etc.

Also a picture of Fidel, suitable for framing would be a welcome
touch.

Offices down here rent for 530 a month and if I had a steady flow of
literature I would be glad to take the expense.

Of course 1 work and could not supervise the office st all times but
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sure I could get some volunteers 1o do it.
n.__..uo&n you add some advice or -onon.nﬁﬁ-zm.ﬁd
| am not saying this project would be & roanng success, but 1 am
illing 1o try.
Su..bnun.-nnﬂw_:udann. and getting people to know you are the funda-
mentals of the FP.C.C. as far as I can see so here’s hoping (o hear from

you.

route after he returned to Dallas to make another attempt
““ ﬂm_ﬂan_..u life. Newman pointed out that h_..ium his stay in Dallas
Oswald had gone out of his way to conceal his whereabouts. On his
job applications and correspondence, he had given a box ::1._?“_.. not
a home address. And as far as Oswald knew, the FBI hadn't tracked
him from Fort Worth to Dallas. In New Orleans, however, he made
a0 secret of his Magazine Street address, and he would soon become
engaged in political activities that would inevitably draw the attention
of the local police and FBL Oswald wanted visibility in zni Orleans,
but had wanted to stay hidden in Dallas. Newman believes that the
sentence in the letter above beginning, “Now that 1 .=<u in New
Orleans . . .” reflects this change in tactics. But it doesn’t necessarily
follow that Oswald planned to go back to Ua__ﬁ It may be that he
simply realized he would have to establish his reputation as an activist
-o%tum_ﬁ else—making himself known as a Castro supporter in
Dallas might have made him a suspect in the still-unsolved Walker

get into Cuba and be warmly received once he got there. Marina has
testified that although her husband wanted to help the Cuban revolu-
tion, she knew “that his basic desire was to get to Cuba by any means
and that all the rest of it was window dressing for that purpose.

There is more than Marina's testimony to support this. Oswald's
attempt to enter Cuba would be a repetition of his earlier defection,
put with a difference. He had had some difficulty being accepted by
the Soviets because he carried no credentials. They had .Ew.na for
papers to show who and what he was, and he had none. This time he
would have plenty of papers showing his an_.om_nu_ record. .—..Eo..m_..
out that summer he would write to the Fair Play Committes, the
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Communist party, and The Worker telling them of his political work,
and he would save their replies. He would write up the details of his
work under such headings as Marxist, Street Agitation, Radio
Speaker, and Lecturer. In the fall he would present this material when
he applied for a Cuban visa in Mexico City. (We know this because
the résumé material was found among Oswald's belongings after the
assassination, and an employee at the Cuban Embassy described some
of these credentials to the Mexican police.)

What did Oswald hope to do after he got to Cuba? Certainly, he
didn’t expect to be given factory work or besenttoa Cuban equivalent
of Minsk. Oswald had a rigid and willful personality, seemingly inca-
pable of fundamental change; he kept repeating the same patterns
over and over. Disappointed by his reception in Russia, hé probably
expected that the Cubans would recognize his abilities and give him
the important assignment he thought he deserved.

SE-«EE-HRE:—&S.HH@H:BEEQE&&E
Nelson Delgado just four years before—becoming an officer in Cas-
tro’s army to lead a revolution in another country. This was not as
fantastic an ambition as it might seem. In 1963 it was illegal for
Americans to travel to Cuba. But during March there had been a
flurry in the press about a so-called “subversion airlift” flying between
Mexico City and Havana. Some of these stories appeared in Time, a

publication Oswald subscribed to (although it isn't known whether he

saw them). On March 29, for instance, the magazine reported that
there were twice-weekly flights from Mexico City and that, in 1962
alone, approximately 1500 Latin Americans and others had been
taken to Cuba for “indoctrination and guerrilla warfare training."”
Time claimed that “thousands of students, small-time labor leaders,
intellectuals and professional men™ were getting “all-expense-paid
tours” of Cuba and that many returned to their countries to become
“terrorists, guerrillas, and Communist party workers.” The article
said that until February 1§ “it was no trick to fly to Mexico, where
the Cuban embassy issued a visa on a slip of paper. No telltale stamp
marred the passports. Now the Mexicans stamp passports ‘Sali6 a
Cuba’ in bold letters. But, of course, passports can be conveniently
‘lost,’ destroying the evidence.” Time also noted that the airlift had
figured prominently in the gquestions and answers at President
Kennedy's press conference a week earlier.

During the summer a group of 58 students sponsored by the Fair
Play for Cuba Committee defied the U.S. ban on travel to Cuba.
President Kennedy publicly condemned their action, and the State
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Department lifted their passports when they returned. In July Edwin
E. Willis, the chairman of the House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee, gave a speech in New Orleans in which he charged that many
of the travelers had Communist backgrounds and had returned to this
country “to lecture on the glories of Castro’s Cuba.”

At some point Oswald considered hijacking a plane to Havana. He
studied airline schedules and maps, and when Marina refused to go
along with the scheme, he told her he would go ahead on his own. On
July 30 the Times-Picayune covered the Cuban flights from Mexico
City and noted, “Any American with a valid passport and a clean
criminal record can enter Cuba via Mexico without State Department
authorization provided he is acceptable to Cuban authorities and
aerial transportation is available.” After this—Marina thought it was
in late August—Oswald burst into the apartment with the news that
he had found a legal way to get to Cuba. According to McMillan, he
told her, “There’s a Cuban Embassy in Mexico. I'll go there. I'll show
them my clippings, show them how much I've done for Cuba, and
explain how hard it is to help in America. And how above all I want
to help Cuba.” .

In late May Oswald’s campaign to establish his pro-Castro creden-
tials was just beginning. He was also trying to get Marina to answer
a letter she had received from the Soviet Embassy in Washington in
April, asking her to state her reasons for wanting to go back to the
Soviet Union. On the same weekend that Oswald wrote the Fair Play
for Cuba Committee asking for a charter, Marina sent a plaintive
letter to Ruth (in Russian): “. . . As soon as you left all ‘love’ stopped,
and 1 am very hurt that Lee's attitude towards me is such that 1 feel
cach minute that I bind him. He insists that I leave America, which
[ don’t want to do at all. I like America very much and think that even
without Lee 1 would not be lost here. What do you think. This is the
basic question which doesn’t leave me day or night.”

Without waiting for a reply from the Committee, Oswald dropped
by the Jones Printing Company opposite his workplace. Using the
alias “Osborne,” he ordered, for $9.89, one thousand copies of a
handbill reading:

Bujoss  wamsom
RHERN)
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Join the Fair Play for Cuba Committee
NEW ORLEANS CHARTER MEMBER BRANCH
Free Literature, Lectures
LOCATION:
[space left blank]
EVERYONE WELCOME!

In the meantime, Vincent T. Lee had written a cautious reply to
Oswald’s requests, and sent him a membership card, but not the
charter or application forms he had wanted. The Fair Play director
said that although the Committee would like to see a New Orleans
chapter opened, “It would be hard to conceive of a chapter with as
few members as seem to exist in the New Orleans area.” He added,
“You must realize that you will come under tremendous pressures
with any attempt to do FPCC work in that area.” He told Oswald that
most chapters operated semi-privately out of a home using a post
office box for mailings to avoid violent opposition from “the lunatic
fringe.” Vincent Lee advised against taking an office so soon, suggest-
ing that Oswald wait and see how he could operate in the community
through several public experiences first.

Oswald was, of course, not prepared to “wait and see.” On June 3
he rented Post Office Box 30061, listing his own naine and that of A.J.
Hidell and Marina Oswald as persons authorized to pick up mail. In
addition, he gave Fair Play for Cuba as an organization receiving mail
at that box. He visited another printer and ordered five hundred offset
copies of a membership application form he had made up. A few days

later Oswald responded to Vincent Lee and enclosed one of the hand-
bills:

I was glad to receive your advice concerning my try at starting a New
Orleans F.P.C.C. chapter. I hope you won't be too disapproving of my
innovations but I do think they are necessary for this area.

As per your advice, I have taken & P.O. Box (No. 30061).

Against your advice, I have decided to take an office from the very
beginning.

[As] you see from the circular I had jumped the gun on the charter
business but [ don't think it's too important, you may think the circular
is too provocative, but [ want it to attract attention, even if it's the
attention of the lunatic fringe. I had 3,000 of them run off, . . .

In any event I will keep [you] posted, and even if the office stays open
1 month more people will find out about the F.P.C.C. than if there had
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2 7
been any office at all, don't you agree’
na‘—_.n_“.ﬁo feel free to give advice and any other help.

:singly, the national director thought .xzm_. of offering any
Hwnnhumwﬂmnp.nw_ﬂroﬂwr Oswald would nm.:—.:_:n sending Rvoau_u.n_u_, _Mm
activities throughout the summer, hoping to get some favorable
sponse, Vincent Lee never again wrote back.

On June 10 Oswald wrote The Worker:

“Fai ittee” here in New
.. 1 have formed a “Fair Play for Cuba Commit
.O.n_n-:n.._EEfnw.rncnnlnu.nongﬁnwgﬂﬁaomuo@_n
5 . - . .
S—-wm that m-oc “_u.._nn me as much literature as you judge uonn_u_n.m.un.n
1 think it would be very nice to have your literature among the “Fair
Play"” leaflets (like the one enclosed) and v-E_UEn._.u in my office. -
Also please be so kind as to convey the enclosed “honorary w..._nm.vam ,_;a
ship" cards to those fighters for peace Mr. Gus Hall and Mr. B. 3. G
Yours Fratemnally, :

i i d even '
inted. If the Party officials Hall or Davis happened to sen
wﬂﬁﬂmﬂoé letter of thanks, it would look n.oon_ in his résumé. mem
did not. (As far as the FBI could later determine, Oswald never rent

an office, as he claimed.) y

On June 16 an FBI informant in New York reported that Oswald

in the New York post office who made a note of his
WMWMMMWM” .w: the envelope. In any case, the information was un=”
to the FBI in New Orleans, which R_u«on_ it to Dallas, where wumn”n
James Hosty had recently lost track of him. In early July mow_u .
the New Orleans office to verify Oswald's presence there. “._ inw.ﬂ_
until August that the office confirmed Oswald's residence in _m. Mu_p. n__ .ﬁ
Keeping track of Oswald was apparently not high on the FBI's .w
of priorities, but the agency didn't have, at this point, any reason to

i it should be. -

Em«'“”_h“b_."__u “”.,o:n week of June there was a drumbeat of political
developments in the news. On the uth newspapers across the n.o::ﬂw
carried reports of Governor George Wallace's flight to the CMEmW_ w
of Alabama to block the admission of a black student, and of a _”w_
Vietnamese monk who had burned E_.pmn:. to death to protest i m
anti-Buddhist policies of Premier ino Dinh U.EE..P day ._w..nn..o_m
rights activist Medgar Evers was killed by a sniper in Mississippi. On

had written a letter to The Worker. The information may have noanN Ws__ i

\_\u\ [
The “membership cards” were evidently two copies of the forms he @\,U k _\&

® 4
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June 14, a front-page headline in the Times-Picayune played up a local
story. It announced the arrival of the U.S. carrier Wasp at the Du-
maine Street wharf, where it was greeted by state dignitaries and
relatives of the 2800 officers and men on board. The accompanying
story also mentioned that the Wasp's planes had provided aerial
reconnaissance during the October naval blockade of Cuba. .

This news gave Oswald an idea. That weekend he appeared at the
Dumaine Street dock and began handing out his “Hands Off Cuba”
handbills and a Fair Play pamphlet called “The Truth About Cuba
is in Cuba.” One of the enlisted men he solicited complained to a
patrolman, who approached Oswald and told him he needed a permit
and would have to leave or be arrested. Oswald argued strenuously,
but he left.

During this period Oswald was still greasing and oiling machinery
at Reily’s coffee company. It was the sort of dirty manual work he
hated. A fellow worker named LeBlanc remembered that Oswald
. approached him one day on the job:

... and I asked him, I says, “Are you finished all your greasing?” He
said yes. So he asked me . . . “Well, can I help you?” I said, “No, what
1 am doing I don’t need no help.” So he stood there a few minutes, and
all of a sudden he said, “You like it here?” I says, “Well, sure 1 like it
here. I have been here a long time, about 8% years or so.” He says, “Oh,
hell, I don't mean this place.” [ said, “Well, what do you mean?" He
says, “This damn country.” I said, “Why, certainly, | love it. Alter all,
this is my country.” He turned around and walked off.

Oswald spent a large portion of his work time at the Crescent City
Garage next door looking at gun magazines in their waiting area. The
garage owner later said they had talked about rifles—trajectory and
feet per second and the supposed deadliness of a small-caliber bullet.

On June 24 Oswald applied for a new passport in New Orleans and
was routinely issued one the next day.' Later that week Marina no-
ticed that he seemed depressed. He stole a glance in her direction, then
put aside something he was writing and went into the kitchen. She
found him seated on a chair in the dark, his head down. When she
embraced him, he began to sob. He told her he was lost and didn't
know what to do, and then asked, “Would you like me to come to
Russia, too?" Marina was delighted. He held her by the shoulders and
told her to write the Soviet Embassy and say he would be coming back
with her. He said he would add his own request to her letter. That
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he embassy. This
eskend he helped her compose her second letter to tiv
Muﬁ she non:ﬂmu visas for the entire family, explaining m.wu she was
homesick and her husband was frequently unemployed. (‘*More tears
wer facts,” Oswald directed.) ) .
Bngnnnhn didn't discover until she was questioned c«.nvn EE.:."_:
Commission that before Lee mailed her letter, he had included the

following note.

miunm_:-_“._ the entrance visa for the retum of Soviet citizen, Marina

Z.wmnmﬂlhwun to have a baby in October. therefore you must grant the

i before then.
trance vi d make the the transportation arrangements
n.?u ?n-a.BF“-hEE entrance visa please consider it separately.

His major concern was the same as before—to get Marina and June
back to Russia. 5

weeks Ruth Paine had been considering Marina’s

.,HM-.WMM”» ﬁ._ﬂio: July 1 she wrote to tell her friend .E:.;. wﬂ
W_Euﬁa she go back to Russia alone, she could come and live with :n_.
instead. They both had small children, and Marina could keep her
company now that Michael had moved out, and ro_.v her improve her
Russian. Later Ruth wrote that she would be Eu_E..m a trip nB._ M..an_
would stop by for a visit around September 18. Ruth’s offer would fit

i 's plans. )
namp._uwnnz.upn %.u _H.uL Nn_”nww_ lack of interest, the William B. Reily Com-
pany fired him on Tuly 19. Oswald again signed up ..on.__:na_._oqauh_:
benefits from Texas. He now had more time for reading. Among the
library books he read that summer were a biography .&. ..o%n
Kennedy, a book on communism by J. Edgar Hoover, Russia Wﬂ er
Khruschey, Brave New World, The Huey Long Mourder Case, an %E,
James Bond spy novels. The first book he had checked out was For-
trait of a Revolutionary: Mao Tse-tung. He was also subscribing _,_o
some Russian magazines (including Agitator, 3 Party manual on Np._,_a
techniques of propaganda and agitation), as well as The Worker, The
ilitant, and Time. )

R_H__H““_« Oswald's cousin Gene ZE.._.nr who was .EE.«EM 1o _KMMB“
a priest at a Jesuit college in Mobile, Alabama, invited Omimc to
come to the college 1o give 2 talk on his experiences in the - viet
Union. The Murrets drove the Oswalds to Mobile, and by all ac-
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counts, Oswald handled himself well. His audience of students and
faculty had expected to hear a man who had been disillusioned by
Soviet EBBEWE. Instead, Oswald implied that he was disappointed
in Russia only because the full principles of Marxism weren't being
lived up to. He criticized capitalism, claiming its foundation was
based on the exploitation of the poor. Perhaps to draw a laugh, he
said, ..m.hvaWE doesn’t work, communism doesn’t work. In the
middle is socialism, and that doesn’t work cither.” Yet he told them
he still believed in the Marxist ideals. During the question and answer
session, Oswald seemed reluctant to discuss religion with the Jesuit
.mncuua...: but when one asked what atheism in Russia does to moral-
ity, he answered, “No matter whether people believe in God or not
they will do what they want. . . ." '

While Charles Murret and his son attended Oswald’s all-male Jec-
ture, Robert J. .m.mﬁ?inr. a student who spoke Russian, showed
Marina nE.... Lillian around the seminary grounds. It had been several
months since Marina had been able to converse with anyone except
Lee in her native tongue, and her remarks to Fitzpatrick were more
_d<nE.=n than anything her husband had to say to his audience. She
told him that she liked the United States, but that at least in Russia
people had no difficulty making a living. Then she told him about
Lee's troubles. He was out of work and they were having financial
problems. He did a lot of haphazard reading. She told him her hus-
wman was away from home a great deal and she did not know any of
his associates or any of his activities. She said she had no opportunity
to _Ed.m_:n:mr because Oswald kept her away from other people.
Fitzpatrick though she appeared to be happy with Oswald, but that
he “was definitely the head of the family.” .

10...“Street Agitation . . . Radio
" Speaker and Lecturer”

mcr-!mn. 1963: The Cuban exile community in New Orleans was
the largest in the United States outside of Miami. One of the militant
groups represented in the city was the Cuban Student Directorate. oF
DRE, which had claimed responsibility for an offshore shelling of
Havana in 1962.

On August 1 the official crackdown on such raids, begun in April,
reached New Orleans. A front-page story in the Times-Picayune an-
nounced that FBI agents had impounded a large cache of dynamite
and bomb casings in nearby Mandeville. A follow-up story indicated
that the ammunition belonged to an unnamed Cuban exile. The Pica-
yune said that the FBI was investigating a possible plan *“to carry out
a military operation against a country with which the United States
is at peace”—a violation of the U.S. Code. The implication was clear
that there was Cuban exile paramilitary activity going on in the area.
In fact, as it later came out, the cache had been earmarked for a ragtag
group of volunteers who had assembled at a secret guerrilla training
camp near Mandeville. After the FBI raid on their depot, the group
quickly disbanded.

It was apparently common knowledge that some of the exile groups
were looking for ex-Gls to train their guerrillas. In the June 8 Satur-
day Evening Post, for instance, a story called “Help Us Fight” re-
ported that, following the Bay of Pigs, exile leaders had asked the CIA
for money and “‘a few tough men in green berets from the U.S. Special
Forces to train leaders in the techniques of guerrilla war.” The exiles
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complained about being turned down: “They told us that Fidel's spies
would infiltrate our movement.” The article concluded, “The pin
prick raids have been outlawed. . . . There is still work, however, that
_ brave men could do—as they were doing in small independent groups
before the suppression came. It is the silent, dangerous work of organ-
izing an underground.” (It isn’t known whether Oswald saw this
article, but it’s conceivable that the Post’s cover photo of Fidel Castro
with the caption “The Mounting Chaos in Castro’s Cuba" may have
caught his eye.)

In any case, it was evidently the discovery of this exile ammunition
dump near New Orleans that inspired Oswald’s next move.

Oswald made some inquiries. On page 87 of his notebook, there

appears:

Cuban Student

Directorate

107 Decatur St.

New Orleans La.

Carlos Bringuier
This was followed by the names of a local “City Editor” and a
reporter—and two other street addresses labeled *““Cuban exile
stores.” ’

Carlos Bringuier, the Directorate’s only official in New Orleans, ran
the Casa Roca clothing store in the French Quarter. In the front
window he displayed a 3 X 4-foot sign showing the Statue of Liberty
being stabbed in the back. The hand holding the dagger was connected
to a long chain wrapped around Cuba. The sign said, “Danger! Only
9o Miles from U.S.A., Cuba Lies in Chains.” Although his organiza-
tion wasn't associated with the Mandeville training camp, Bringuier
had heard about it when two of their volunteers came to him seeking
transportation back to Florida. i

On August 5 Bringuier was in his store speaking with two teenaged
boys who had been trying to collect donations for his organization b
selling so-called “war bonds.” The boys had brought the bonds bac
when they found out Bringuier didn’t have the required city permit.
As they were talking, Oswald walked in and eased into their conversas
tion. He introduced himself to Bringuier and said he was an anti-
Castro ex-Marine who wanted to fight Castro. He said he had been
trained in guerrilla warfare and was willing not only to train exile
guerrillas but to lead their raiding parties into Cuba.

:wﬂsubﬂ%...zbmiagnﬁbn?qﬂs.:_uu

Bringuier was immediately suspicious. He thought Oswald might
be an agent of either Castro or the FBI. He had heard rumors that
there was a Castro agent in the Mandeville camp. Bringuier told him
he wasn't interested because he wasn't involved in any paramilitary
activity.

At some point, apparently while Bringuier was waiting on a cus-
tomer, Oswald had a talk with the two anti-Castro boys. He told them
how to make gunpowder and a zipgun, how to derail a train by
locking a chain around one of the rails—and how to blow up the New
Orleans Huey P. Long Bridge. One of the boys testified, “He told us
to put powder charges at each end of the bridge from the foundation
1o where the foundation meets the suspension part . . . blow that part
up and the center part of the bridge would collapse.”

Before he left, Oswald offered Bringuier a cash contribution, but the
%  Cuban refused it by ‘saying he had no city permit to accept money.
The next day Oswald returned to the store and left his Marine Corps
guidebook with Bringuier’s brother-in-law.

In his political résumé, Oswald wrote:

[infiltrated the Cuban Student Directorate and then harassed them with
information I gained including having the N.O. City Attorney General
call them in and put a restraining order pending a hearing on some
so-called bonds for invasion they were selling in the New Orleans area.

So far as is known, there was no such restraining order. Oswald was
puffing up his résumé with a false claim. The important thing here is

t he stated his purpose: to infiltrate and harass the Directorate. |/

This entry also seemed to explain why he offered Bringuier a contribu-

/  tion—that is, to get him into trouble with the law for raising money

illegally.
guerrilla trainer and suggesting violent activities to the boys. Probably

DRE as he could. The offer to lead guerrilla raids into Cuba may hark
back to his old hero, William Morgan, who had posed as a counter-
revolutionary to lead some anti-Castro rebels into a trap.’ Had Os-

the raiding party over to the Cubans—or so he may have imagined.
And even if he only got as far as the training camp, he might have

LWgte Y b, My f»\rm F.uo \T\mﬁ N
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The résumé didn’t mention the other tactics he used—posing as a \W‘mﬁhg

he didn’t want to put anything in writing that was potentially incrimi- [
pating. But his evident intention was to cause as much damage 10 the \S\&:\

wald gotten that far, he could have made himself a hero by asi\wv\é&.

e
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gained some information he could pass along to the Cubans when he {/
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/?\S.S At g, ull _;f M whs J%a W __.r?f

went to Mexico City—a nice boost for his credentials.

N ﬁ In any event, practically every source agrees that Oswald's ap-

v:n.unawr u."m Carlos m%um&on was an infiltration attempt.

‘Oswald was not done with Bringuier yet, however. On

friend of w...:.-:.a...a came into the store and told him rwﬂw_n__uwwa“
someone s..n_u a sign saying “Viva Fidel” and “Hands off Cuba”
passing out literature a few blocks away on Canal Street. Bringuier
grabbed his sign from the window, and then went with his friend and
“52_“_. 0:&2_ to confront the pro-Castro demonstrator, They finally
ocated him near Walgreen’s Drug Store. To Bringuier’s surprise, it
was the same Lee Harvey Oswald who had offered his services to au.E
n.mu:.a. When Oswald saw him coming, he smiled and offered to shake
Eu.._ubﬁ_. Outraged, Bringuier called him a Castro agent and began
to “blame him in the street.” A crowd gathered and took Bringuier’s
side. >.onm=.&=w to Bringuier “they started to shout to him, ‘Traitor|
no.s.u:Eu.n Go to Cuba! Kill him!" and some other phrases that I dg
nowr wuo-.___ if I could tell in the record.”

) policeman came and asked Bringuier to keep walki
Oswald hand out his literature, but mnﬂ__w..:.n_. nnvn_nEmn& s&_wm anm_u__nh
rwn_ done to him a few days earlier and refused to go. When the
paliceman left to telephone headquarters, one of Bringuier’s friends
took Ou!m_n_.u batch of handbills “and threw it on the air.” Carlos
took off his glasses and was about to hit Oswald:

but when he sensed my intention, he put his '
Q. Iunaaﬂn. s&n::umaqas_o_.ﬂmaq e g Tl
A. That is right, put his face and told me, "O.K. Carlos, if you want
to hit me, hit me.” At this moment, that made me to reaction that he
was trying to appear as a martyr if I will hit him, and I decide not to
E.EB..-E_E.-RQEE-_EH-:...E.S?FugZ. When
we were in the First Uwﬂn.ommomﬁlniﬂnizaﬂﬁngoﬁ
small room over there, and some of the policemen started to question
Oswald . . . and Oswald at that moment—that was in front of myself
—was really cold blood. He was answering the questions that he would
like to answer, and he was not nervous, he was not out of control, he
was confident of himself at that moment. . . . '

The Cubans bailed themselves out, but Oswald s ight in jai

. es out, pent the night in jail.

mrnﬂﬁno_.nnurnunh _._v_ until u__?z. not knowing where he ammmwio_.m_._nn_
e closet where he ki is ri i .

gy e kept his rifle and was relieved to see

The next morning Oswald was tioned s
/ s /el Draf Bt bl ﬂsﬂ. R

smgbn_sns...gmiﬂigi:.:_uu

Francis L. Martello of the intelligence squad. Among the 1D cards
Oswald produced at his request was his New Orleans Fair Play chap-
ter membership card with the signature of A.J. Hidell shown as
chapter president. (Marina had signed the name at his insistence, after
she commented that the name was obviously an “altered Fidel.")
Oswald led Martello to believe that the chapter was thriving. Oswald
then asked to speak with someone from the FBI, and an agent named
Quigley came over to see him. Oswald gave him a similar song and
dance, showing him the card with Hidell's name.

Albert Newman has pointed out that Oswald told both Martello
and Quigley that he had moved to New Orleans from Fort Worth
about four months before. Oswald apparently wanted to accomplish
several things by talking to Quigley: he wanted to be sure the FBI
knew he was now living in New Orleans and that he had been in Fort
Worth, not Dallas, when the Walker shooting occurred, and he
wanted to give the impression that A. J. Hidell was a real person, not
an alias.

After speaking to Quigley, he called the Murrets’ number and
reached his cousin Joyce, who came down to the police station but
decided not to post bail when she realized what he was in for. But she
did speak to Lt. Martello and told him that her cousin Lze had been
in Russia and wouldn't let his wife learn English. That was the first
Martello had heard about Oswald's stay in Russia, and he decided to
question him again. Oswald admitted that he had lived in the Soviet
Union, and when Martello asked him his opinion of Russian commu-
nism, he replied, “It stunk.” Martello reported:

He said they have “fat, stinking politicians over there just like we have
over here” and that they do not follow the great precepts of Karl Marx,
that the leaders have everything and the people are still poor and de-
pressed. [ asked Oswald why he would not allow members of his family
to learn English. . . . He stated the reason why he did this was because
he hated America. . .. T then spoke to him about the Fair Play for Cuba '
Committee again and asked him if he knew that Castro had admitted
he was a Marxist-Leninist and he said he did. He was then asked if he
truly believed Castro was really interested in the welfare of the Cuban
people and he replied that he was not going to discuss the merits and
demerits of Castro but was primarily concerned with the poor people of
Cuba and that if this country would have good relations with the poor
people of Cuba and quit worrying about Castro, that was his main
concem. . . .
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In two other comments Oswald seemed to be following his old
practice of telling the literal truth, but with a secret twist. Martello
asked him which country he would choose, Russia or America, if he
had to place his allegiance and Oswald told him, “I would place my
allegiance at the foot of democracy.” As an example of Oswald's
Marxist bias, Kerry Thornley mentioned that “he could look upon the
Soviet system today as a democracy by, of course, giving a completely
different definition to the word ‘democracy.’ ” When Martello asked

him what he thought about Kennedy and Khrushchev, he said he

thought *“they got along very well together.” Khrushchev had re-
cently come to an agreement with Kennedy on the Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty, a conciliatory move that both China and Cuba had criticized.

After he got out of jail later that day, his uncle Charles (“Dutz")
Murret paid him a visit and noticed a picture of Fidel on his living
room mantel. As Lillian recalled it, Murret “asked Lee in a fatherly
way, what was he doing, you know, who he was connected with, and
so forth, and whether he was with any Commie group, and Lee said
no, he wasn't, and Mr. Murret told him, he said, *You be sure yon
show up at that courthouse for the trial,” and Lee $aid, ‘Don’t worry,
I'll show up,’ and he told Lee, he said, “You ought to get out and find
yourself a job.” " Oswald didn’t attempt to argue, but after Murret left
he told Marina, “Well, these are just bourgeois . . . only concerned
with their own individual welfare.”

Carlos Bringuier described their court appearance on August 12: "[
came first with my friends, and there were some other Cubans over
there and I saw when Oswald came inside the court. . . . See, here in
the court you have two sides, one of the white people and one for the
colored people, and he walked directly inside of the colored people
and he sat directly among them in the middle, and that made me'to
be angry too, because I saw that he was trying to win the colored
people for his side. When he will appear in the court, he will defend
Fidel Castro, he will defend the Fair Play for Cuba, and the colored
people will feel good for him, and that is a tremendous work of
propaganda for his cause. That is one of the things that made me to
think that he is really a smart guy and not a nut.”

Oswald pleaded guilty and paid a sio fine. He came home smiling,
The next day the Picayune gave him a small write-up:

Pamphlet Case Sentence Given

:mﬂipbﬂﬂzna...gm!rﬂiﬁbni:._uq

i fine of
Osw! Magazine, Monday was un._.s:o& to pay a fine
-_h.u” ﬂ!n-._“—.nnwm.mnf_ on a churge of disturbing the peace by creating
Y e istri i 3 iday in the
Oswald ested by First District Police at 4:15 P.M. Friday
700 block Eo“.n M...H.E_ iumn he was reportedly distributing pamphlets

askin “Fair Play for Cuba.”
wown“nﬂ“nn nu-_-_nnn Su..rn scene when three Cubans reportedly sought

to stop Oswald. Municipal charges against the Cubans for disturbing the
peace were dropped by the court.

lippings and sent one to Arnold Johnson, the information
&..—Mnnhw .ow M_woﬂ Qﬂu:ﬂ:i.ﬂ party, and another to Vincent Lee. To the

latter, he wrote:

Continuing my efforts on behalf of the F.P.C.C. in New Orleans I find

that 1 have incurred the displeasure of the Cuban exile “worms" here

> Cuban government's term for the exiles]. . . .
_E"-u.-,n_-nnwau stirring things up and shall continue to do so. The
incident was given considerable coverage in the press and local T.V.
g - . i ba Commit-

_-EEH:!EK-:SEnno&&.En—uE_-_&_.E.n=

Lee.

ipping went into his pro-Castro file. )
é ”\___m_._mu.-miﬁ n:ﬂ:ononvwgﬁ the purpose of his pro-Castro
activities in New Orleans, she said, 1 think that Lee engaged in this
activity primarily for purposes of self-advertising. He wanted E..wu
arrested. I think that he wanted to get into the newspapers. . . .

Q. Do you think that he wanted to be advertised and known as being
in support of Cuba before he went to Cuba?

A. Yes. )

Q. Do you think he thought that would help him when he got 10
Cuba?

A. Yes. ) )
Q. Did he tell you anything about that, or is that just what you guess?

A. He would collect the newspaper clippings about his—when the
newspapers wrote about him, and he took those clippings with him when

he went to Mexico.

On August 16 Oswald staged another demonstration in front of the
International Trade Mart. A friend of Bringuier’s picked up onc of
the leaflets and saw that Oswald had his name and address stamped
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on it. They decided to turn the tables on him. The friend went to
Oswald's house posing as a Castro sympathizer and talked to him for
about an hour on his front porch. Oswald reportedly told him that the
United States didn’t have the right to invade Cuba or overthrow its
government, and that if it tried to, he would fight for Castro. He
wasn’t taken in by the visitor. Afterward, Marina testified, “I asked
Lee who that was, and he said it was probably some anti-Cuban, or
perhaps an FBI agent.” )

The Oswalds were getting along better by this time. He no longer
hit her—she was seven months pregnant—and he even confided in her
to some extent. According to McMillan’s book, Marina tried to tell
Oswald he wasn’t the outstanding man he thought he was. She re-
minded him that Cuba had gotten along without him so far, and told
him, “Poor great man sits here all by himself. He's part of a great
cause, and yet he has nothing to eat. Nobody sees that he's a genius.”

“You laugh now,” he replied, “But in twenty years, when I'm
prime minister, we'll see how you laugh then.” He told her Cuba was
“a tiny country surrounded by enemies” and that he hoped his leaflets
would help wake up the American people. When Marina commented
that America obviously wasn't ready for a revolution, he agreed:
“You're right. I ought to have been born in some other era, much
sooner or much later than I was.”

Marina explained to the Warren Commission, “I was not exactly
happy with this occupation of his, but it seemed to me better than his
‘games’ with the rifle as in Dallas. To tell the truth, I sympathized
with Cuba. . . . But I did not support Lee since I felt that he was too
small a person to take 50 much on himself,”

As a result of the publicity he'd been attracting, Oswald was invited
to appear on a local radio show called Latin Listening Post. The
moderator, William Stuckey, faund him to be self-assured and “very
well qualified to handle questions™—if his speaking style had a fault,
it was that Oswald seemed “a little stif”* and too academic. On the
air, Stuckey asked him about his background, and Oswald said that
after he had been honorably discharged from the Marines as a buck
sergeant, he had gone back to work in Texas, and had recently moved
to New Orleans with his wife and child. No mention of Dallas or
Russia. (Because of his court-martials he had never gotten above the
rank of private first class.)

In response to Stuckey's questions, he denied that Castro was con-
trolled by the Soviet Union, and pointed out that when Khrushchey
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had asked him to allow on-site inspections of his rocket bases during
the missile crisis, Castro refused. He called Castro an ..nuvnmEnn_n_..
a person who is trying to find the best way for his country. But he
insisted that the Fiar Play Committee did not support Fidel Castro
as an “individual"—rather, it supported “the idea of an independent
revolution in the Western Hemisphere, free from American interven-
wngnll

If [Castro] chooses a socialist or a Marxist or a Communist way of life,
Lf?-:gtgvgwgggﬁj_ﬁﬂ. We do
not have the right to pass on that. . . . We cannot exploit that system
and say it is a bad one, it is a threat to our existence and then go and

try to destroy it.

According to Oswald, the “current of history” indicated that “coun-
tries emerging from imperialist domination™ io.:_.._ choose socialism
in one form or another. “Cuba,” he declared, “is .:qmgcnn_.._w lost as
far as capitalism goes and there will never be a capitalist regime again
in Cuba.” Here Oswald was repeating two themes expressed E.u.mn:u_.
to his brother Robert from Moscow four years earlier: opposition to
American imperialism and a classic Marxist belief in historical inevi-
Bdw_ﬂ—wg Stuckey asked him why so many people were flecing Cuba,
Oswald mentioned the criminal class and said that many of them were
“the same people who are in New Orleans and have set themselves
up in stores with blood money.” He said he thought that the Cuban
government's attitude was “good riddance.” Stuckey pressed him on
this issue, asking why so many workers and peasants were leaving
Cuba while few were leaving dictatorships like Nicaragua, and Os-
wald turned the question to his advantage.

Well, a good question. [The] Nicaragyan situation is considerably differ-
ent from Castro’s Cuba. People are inclined not to flee their countries
unless some new system, new factor, enters into Ea.q lives. I must say
that very surely no new factors have entered into Nicaragua for about
j00 years, in fact the people live exactly as ..."_nu~ have always lived in
Nicaragua. I am referring to the overwhelming majority of the people
in Nicaragus, which is a feudal dictatorship with go per cent of the
people engaged in agricuiture. These peasants arc uneducated. They
have one of the lowest living standards in all of the western hemisphere
and so because of the fact that no new factor, no liberating factor, has
entered into their lives, they remain in Nicaragua.
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He explained the flight of workers and peasants from Cuba this
way:

You know, it's very funny about revolutions. Revolutions require work,
revolutions require sacrifice. . . . These people are the people who do not
remain in Cuba to be educated by young people, who are afraid of the
alphabet, who are afraid of these new things which are occurring, who
are afraid they would lose something by collectivization. . . . You know,
it used to be that these people worked for the United Fruit Company
or American companies engaged in sugar refining, oil refining in Cuba.
They worked a few months every year during the cane cutting or sugar
refining season. . . . They feel that now they have to work all year round
to plant new crops, to make & new economy . . . they feel that they have
been robbed of the right to do as they please. . .. What they do not realize
is that they have been robbed of the right to be exploited, robbed of the
right to be cheated, robbed of the right of New Orleanean companies to
take away what was rightfully theirs. Of course, they have to share now.
Everybody gets an equal portion. This is collectivization and this is very
hard on some people, on people preferring the dog-eat-dog economy.

Oswald was good at this. When Stuckey brought up the lack of

press freedom in Cuba, he compared it to the voluntary press censor-
ship during wartime in the United States and complained about the
Times-Picayune and States-Item syndicate, which he spoke of collec-
tively as “the only newspaper we have in New Orleans and a very
restricted paper it is.” He said, “The Fair Play for Cuba Committee
has often approached this paper with information or comments and
this paper has consistently refused, because it is sympathetic to the
anti-Castro regime. It has systematically refused to print any objective
matter, giving the other man's viewpoint about Cuba.” (This answer
shows that he had been following the local newspapers’ coverage of
Cuba.) He also claimed that he had gone to their offices and asked for
coverage of his Trade Mart demonstration and they refused.

The other answers he gave indicate that he was well-informed about
Cuba. His reference to young people teaching the old was an allusion
to the Alphabetization or Literacy Campaign of 1961, in which young
Cubans went into rural areas to teach older people to read. Oswald
also complained about the U.S. restrictions on travel to Cuba. And
he referred to the anti-Castro underground—the “Batistaites” still in
Cuba who had gone into hiding and had been “engaged in counter-
revolutionary activities ever since the Bay of Pigs and even before
that, just after the revolution. In other words, they have remained
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underground.” ) ) ) .

He probably obtained this information from a variety wm sources,
but primarily from his reading, including the pamphlets Fair Play had
sent him and articles about Cuba in The Militant and elsewhere. He
had also spent time with Cuban students in the Soviet Union—one of
his best friends there was a Cuban student named Alfred. And n_
though there’s no direct evidence for this, he may also-have been in
contact with some other Cubans in New Orleans. (Back E.U&f.
George de Mohrenschildt had noticed that Oswald knew quite a bit
about the history of several Latin American countries. He later wrote
that Oswald told him he'd learned a lot from talking with refugees
from those countries when he was a tecnager in New Orleans—"no
better source of information.”) )

Aftter this broadcast, Stuckey and the station manager decided to
arrange a debate between Oswald, Carlos Bringuier, and anotehr
anti-Communist, Ed Butler. Oswald showed up promptly on the af-
ternoon of August 21. He was wearing a Russian-made suit—heavy
gray flannel, badly cut—a shirt and tie, and carried a black looseleaf
potebook under his arm. Since the initial interview, Bill Stuckey had
learned, through a telephone call to the FBI, z.:: Oswald had lived
in Russia. He confronted him with this on the air and caught Oswald

offguard.

STUCKEY: You did live in Russia for three years? .

OswALD: That is correct, and 1 think that those, the fact that [ did
live for o time in the Soviet Union gives me excellent qualifications to
repudiate charges that Cuba and the Fair Play for Cuba Committce is
communist controlled.

turally, his opponents didn't agree. )
Zn_..-ﬁn w: the nw’wo-n Bringuier Bﬂn& him if he concurred with Cas-
tro's recent characterization of President Kennedy as “a ruffian and
a thief.” Oswald replied, “I would not agree with that particular
wording. However, I and the Fair Play for Cuba Committee do think
that the United States Government through certain agencics, H._Ea_w
the State Department and the CIA, has made monumental mistakes

" in its relations with Cuba.” Bringuier was referring to recent press

reports of a speech in which Castro charged that the United States
hadn’t delivered all the food and medical supplies it had promised
Cuba in return for the release of the Bay of Pigs prisoners. Castro had
said, “The ruffian Kennedy operates this way. We freed the mercenar-
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ies and already they are organizing new aggressions against Cuba.”

Oswald's remark that he didn't agree with Castro’s particular
wording suggests that he may have instead agreed with the substance,
But he went on to blame the State Department and the CIA, and this
too may have reflected his attitude toward John Kennedy. Marina has
said that he considered Kennedy the best American leader one could
expect at that point in history. And he seemed to feel that Kennedy
might have pursued a softer line on Cuba if it hadn't been for the
political pressures he had to contend with. He explained how a presi-
dent had to reckon with the opinions of others. His only negative
comment was that Joe Kennedy had bought the presidency for his son
—but this criticism was directed against capitalism. “Money paves
the way to everything here,” he said. Thus, he seemed to put most of
the blame for America’s policy toward Cuba on conservative ele.
ments, not on Kennedy himself. But it should be kept in mind that
Oswald considered his wife unqualified to discuss political issues with
him, and he knew she admired Kennedy. ¢

Although Lee Harvey Oswald was a clever debater, the revelation
about his defection won the debate for his opponents. Stuckey later
said, “I think that we finished him on that program. . . . Oswald
seemed like such a nice, bright boy and was extremely believable
before this. We thought the fellow could probably get quite a few
members if he was really indeed serious about getting members, We
figured after this broadcast of August 21, why, that was no longer
possible.”

After the program Stuckey noticed that he looked “a little de-
jected” and invited him to a nearby bar for a beer. At the bar Stuckey
thought he seemed 1o relax for the first time, and they talked for about
an hour. When Stuckey asked if his relatives had influenced him to
become a Marxist, Oswald seemed amused. No, he said, they were
“pretty much typical New Orleans types.” He told Stuckey that he
had started reading Marx and Engels when he was 15 and that his
service in Japan had convinced him that “something was wrong with
the system,” so he decided to go to Russia and see for himself how
a revolutionary society operates. But he became disillusioned with
Russia, he said, and he believed that Cuba was now the only revolu-
tionary country in the world. Stuckey's impression was that Oswald
regarded himself “as living in a world of intellectual inferiors.” He
thought Oswald knew he was intelligent and wanted “to hayve an
opportunity to express his intelligence.”

A week after the debate, Oswald wrote the Central Committee of

dsﬂ}nn%...gomv%igi.lzo
the Communist Party USA:

vise me upon a problem of personal tactics.

w_“ﬂ ﬂan in ___n_wﬂaa._uc&on from On_.._oue to July _wmu. States

I had, in 1959, in Moscow, tried 1o legally dissolve my United n_ .
citizenship in favor of Soviet citizenship, however, I did not complete

ities for this. .

Enmm_unm“-_.ﬂ.nﬂ“—.n“r to the U.S. in 1962 -un thrown myself E_p.o _nn._.un
struggle for progress and freedom in the United States, I would like to
know whether, in your opinions, I can continue to fight, handicapped
as it were, by my past record, can [ still, under these n_..n_...au..wumw_..
compete with anti-progressive forces aboveground or whether in m:&
opinion I should always remain in the background, _.n..can_n..m-mﬁm. w

Our opponents could use my background of residence in the U.S.S. ks
against any cause which I join, by association, they could say the organi
zation of which I am a member is Russian controlled, etc. I am sure you
-J_MM..H_EH.E openly proclaim (if pressed on the subject) that I
wanted to dissolve my American citizenship as a personal ﬁq”“a.
against the policy of the U.S. government in supporting dictatorships,
elc.

But what do you think I should do? Which is the best tactic in

general? . il
dissoc f from all progressive activities e

wﬁ”ﬁ ~z.“e Oq.%“hﬁ secretary of the local branch of the *Fair

Play for Cuba Committee,” a position which, frankly, 1 have used to

ist ideals. ) o
..o-“ ”e _ﬂnﬂuumo show, I was attacked by Cuban exile organization

resentatives for my residence etc. in the Soviet Union.
R.m feel 1 Sﬂn have compromised the F.P.C.C., 50 you sce that I need
the advice of trusted, long time fighters for progress. Please advise.

i tion director of the party, Amold Johnson, mﬁ:a”_h:w
w“...n:“ﬁﬂﬂ%%ﬁ.ug 19, saying that, as an American citizen, .ﬁ__.__“
have a right to participate in such organizations as you tw_“:.gnr
that “often it is advisable for some people to remain in the -

erground.” )
E.oZnuEEE.. aow-su__baM_E mﬂu- Oswald thought more highly of the American
Communists than he did of the Party members in Russia. He u_uos.nm
her a letter from a Party official in New York—perhaps this o:Ir_“_
said in effect: see, here is someone important who understands w : t
I'm trying to do. But Oswald wanted another letter for his recor rw_
not advice. And it must have seemed to him, after the debate, that he
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could no longer work openly as a pro-Castro organizer, certainl
in New Orleans—and that he would now rnmu to remain m.u___ H-__MM
background, i.e., underground.

In late August he began practicing dry-firing his rifle several times
a week on his front porch. He explained the practice to Marina: “Fidel
Castro needs defenders. I'm going to join his army of volunteers. I'm
going to be a revolutionary.”

During the second half of the summer, Oswald was seen wi

Latin Americans who have never been identified. Dean gﬂ.nﬂ.u.dm
nn.._onn:“ New Orleans attorney, claimed that in July Oswald came to
his office more than once in the company of a short, stocky Mexican,
about 26 years old. He called the Mexican “Oswald’s shadow.” Al-
though n.._a iun...u. Commission discounted Andrews’ testimony, one
part o;_m story rings true. He said that Oswald came to see him about
getting his less-than-honorable discharge upgraded. Oswald had been
ﬁ;nn to get the Marines to reinstate his honorable discharge ever
E§ﬁ5E8§CEEmE§§§EEE&<&
oan_.n_ notice that his request had been rejected. Considering Os-
wald's persistence when he believed he had been wronged, it makes
sense that he might have then gone to an attorney. (Andrews said that
since Oswald ao._En._ pay his fee, nothing came of it.)

E:.u. about this time, Oswald was reportedly seen in the Habana
Bar with a Mexican or Cuban by both the bartender and Crest Pena
the owner. The Habana Bar was said to be a hangout for mvn_._mur“
speaking seamen, both pro- and anti-Castro. The man with Oswald
was described as being approximately 28 years old, short and muscu-
lar, with very ._.5 arms and a receding hairline.

Finally, during the August 16 Trade Mart demonstration, Oswald
was photographed by a local TV news crew while he was handing out
his leaflets with two young men. One was a teenager Oswald ap-
proached and offered $2 for an hour’s work. But the other was a Latin
American who has never been identified. The House Assassinations
Committee published a photograph taken from the news film and
suggested that this second man should be investigated further.

Oswald was always on the lookout for people who agreed with his
political Emﬁ. .c:.uﬂ a paragraph entitled “Organizer” in his résumé,
he wrote: 1 __..nnn persons to distribute literature. [ then organized
persons who display receptive attitudes toward Cuba to distribute
pamphlets. . . . I caused the formation of a small, active, FPCC

|:» IV organization of members and sympathizers where before there was
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pone.” It has been assumed that Oswald was lying when he claimed
10 have organized a small group of supporters. It may be that he was
simply exaggerating—possibly his support consisted of only one or
two unidentified Latin Americans.
The Warren Report described Oswald's completed résumé as con-
sisting of
... several sheets of notepaper which he presumably intended to call to
the attention of Cuban and Soviet officials in Mexico City to convince
them to let him enter Cuba. On these sheets he had recorded facts about
his Marine service, including the dates of his enlistment and discharge;
the places where he had served, and the diplomas that he had received
from military school. Recorded also were notes on his stay in the Soviet
Union, his early interest in Communist literature, his ability to speak
Russian, his organization of the New Orleans chapter of the Fair Play
for Cuba Committee, his contact with police authorities in connection
with his work for the Committee, and his experience in “street agita-
tion,” as a “radio speaker and lecturer,” and a3 & photographer. .

At the end of many of these sections Oswald attached some of the
jetters and other documents he'd collected. The handwritten shests
appear in the Commission’s published exhibits.

This material is more revealing than the Commission realized. The
section on his military service was probably intended to show that he
was qualified to serve as a revolutionary soldier. There would other-
wise seem to have been little point in giving so many details. The other
material seems designed to demonstrate that he was versatile and
well-qualified to serve the revolution in other capacities—as a political
organizer or translator, for example.

Under the heading “Marxist,” he wrote that he had attended “nu-
merous Marxist reading circles and groups” at the factory where he
worked in Minsk, “some of which were compulsory and others which
were not,” and indicated that he had learned still more about the
works of Marx, Engels, and Lenin from Russian newspapers and TV,
adding that “such articles are given very good coverage daily in the

USSR.” That last statement indicates that he wrote this résume with
the Cuban officials in mind and not the Russians, who would certainly
have known about such articles.

In a brief section entitled “Russian™ he said that he was *1otally
proficient in speaking conversational Russian” and appended the let-
ter Peter Gregory had given him back in June 1962. Knowing that
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there were Russian technicians and advisers in Cuba, Oswald may
have thought his knowledge of the language would be useful.
Throughout, the document presents not only what he had done, but
something of what he thought he was capable of doing. For instance,
in phrasing similar to that of an ordinary job résumé, he wrote, “I am
experienced in street agitation having done it in New Orleans. . . .”

But probably the most telling part of the résumé came under the
heading “Photographer.” It reveals a corner of Oswald’s fantasy life
that had first surfaced in 1961, when he told Marina he would have
loved the dangerous life of a spy. When he worked at Jaggars-Chiles-
Stovall, he struck up an acquaintance with a co-worker, Dennis
Hyman Ofstein, who taught him how to use some of the photographic
equipment. After they had become friendlier, Oswald asked him if he
knew what the term “microdot” meant. He then explained to Ofstein
that microdots were highly reduced photographs used to transmit
secret information—and indeed they are, as any reader of spy novels
knows. Very likely, Oswald was hoping Ofstein could teach him how
to reduce a photograph to that size. But Ofstein had never heard the
term, and the equipment at the plant wasn't capable of producing any
such photographs. The word “microdot” also appears in a notebook
of Oswald’s next to the name Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall. In his résumé,
Oswald wrote down the dates he had worked for them and that he
was familiar.with “blowups, miniaturization, etc."”

Overall, this document suggests that Oswald didn’t consider him-
self a miserable failure who, as the Warren Report put it, saw Cuba
as “his last escape hatch, his last gambit to extricate himself from the
mediocrity and defeat which plagued him throughout most of his
life.” Instead, these credentials indicate that he saw himself as an
experienced political operative who was qualified to work for the
Cuba revolution as a soldier, lecturer, organizer, agitator, translator,
or spy. His ambition was evidently much the same as it had been in
1959. As Kerry Thornley had guessed, he expected to be welcomed
aboard, and he would then go out and distinguish himself in the
Communist world and work his way up—after twenty years, he might
even get to be prime minister. For someone who couldn’t hold a job
in the United States, he had some extraordinary ambitions.

During the first six months of 1963 there had been little, if any,
American sabotage activities against Cuba—the results were not con-
sidered worth the effort. But in June 1963 the Special Group of the
National Security Council decided, with the president’s approval, to

3
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_ step up covert operations inside Cuba.
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Sabotage missions were carried out by Cuban exiles led by paramili-
tary specialists under contract to the CIA. Operating out of Florida,
they ran boats to Cuba that dropped off agents and supplies. As in
many other such underground operations, the chief purpose was to
sabotage the economy and promote disaffection with the government
among the people. But some of the raiders had ideas about more direct
action. As far as they and their American advisers were concerned,
there was a war going on. The CIA's deputy director of intelligence
during that period, Ray Cline, later told a journalist, “I'm almost
positive that there was no serious ClIA-controlled effort to assassinate
anybody, but I think the intention of some infiltration teams was to
do it.”” And one of the Cuban raiders said, “The papers now want to
say there were plots. Well, I can tell you there were plots. I took a
lot of weapons to Cuba. Some of them were very special weapons for |/
special purposes. They were powerful rifles with soptiisticated scopes

Iﬁ&sg_:&oa.&ao&gsig:. %@9
Everyone in the underground was plotting to kill Castro, and the CIA /(¥ \?Z

was helping the underground.” Occasionally some of the infiltrators ¢:_,_ ﬁu A
and their supporters inside Cuba were captured and shot. :

On August 18 anti-Castro commandoes shelled and machine- ?
gunned a Cuban factory. On the 2ist, the day of Oswald's radio o B
debate, the Times-Picayune reported that the Cuban government had AT GY o
charged that the raid was planned, organized, and supplied by the| A& :
CIA. Ten days later a front-page story headlined “Policy Changed on 3
Cuba Attacks” quoted a Washington Post report that the new U.S.
policy was to “'neither encourage nor discourage™ such raids, if they
were militarily feasible and not carried out simply for publicity pur=
poses. The reported change was seen as *‘an encouragement (o un:s.\uw
Eﬂl-

In carly September the CIA renewed its contact with one of its
informants, a high-level Cuban official codenamed AM/LASH. Al-
though the CIA was primarily interested in keeping AM/LASH in
place for intelligence purposes, AM/LASH now proposed that he
engineer a coup involving, as a first step, Castro's assassination, The
case officers who talked with him in Brazil cabled headquarters on
September 7 saying that AM/LASH was interested. in attempting an
“inside job™ against Castro and was awaiting a U.S. plan of action.

Even while covert activities continued, however, the White House
was considering an attempt to establish communications with the
Cuban government. Beginning in September, an adviser to the Ameri- ™




148. .. Oswald’s Game

can delegation to the United Nations, William Attwood, had a series B

of infi i
open wﬁ%&ﬂoﬂJﬁuﬂ.m w.ch_ ambassador to the U.N. to try to possible that Cuban intelligence had learned of the AM/LASH opera-
countries. When Attwood individ =“=n8.5m_u=_oauno= between the two tion, Castro implied that the plot was connected to the recent raids
McGeorge Bundy of his effort, Bhr«_ E.E.& Robert _ng:&w.»ﬂ_ carried out by Cuban exiles. As the Church committee noted, talk of
Thus, American policy was agreed it was worth pursuing, assassinating Castro was common among the more militant exile
tradictory raods. Attwood Eﬂﬁﬂw along two distinct and con- groups. It was “part of the ambience of that time” for militant exiles
matic efforts, but the CIA oficials invol e White House of his diplo- to say that the best way to get their country back was to shoot Fidel.
inform the White House _..._.Bo.n_u. _Howﬂoh with AM/LASH didn’t The committee report says, “Castro's September 7 statement could
didn't believe it was theirs. Richard Helms testified that he pave been referring to information he received relating to such assassi-
o nation plots hatched by exile leaders. In addition there were paramili-
- ; : . tary raids on Cuba by exile leaders shortly before Castro's interview.”
io nﬂﬂﬁhﬂ: Eﬂ:&%?rﬁsﬁwﬂnrﬂnﬁu history . . . of trying , In any case, Raymond Rocca, a CIA official who had been assigned
& Jroc 46 asiean: Ciicy:. . -1k Wt 90 ﬁuhhaﬂaﬂnsa. and have 1o work with the Warren Commission, wrot¢ in 1975, “There can be
of everything we had been trying to do, that I [found] =. SN____ ole theme no question from the facts surrounding the Castro appearance, which
sary to ask Robert Kennedy at that point [whether] we i Jr 20 had not been expected, and his agreement to the interview, that this
with this. gesined cvent represented a more-than-ordinary attempt {0 get a message on
. the record in the United States.”
Meanwhile, behind the scenes, Oswald was ing hi Castro was mistaken to assume, as & matter of course, that Presi-
: ; ; pursuing his own covert :
activities, evidently determined to play a role in the international ‘ dent Kennedy had ordered or had specific knowledge of any of these
chess game. attempts. They grew out of the crisis atmosphere that prevailed, when %v(y
—..-O: September 5 two planes dropped bombs on Santa Clara, Cuba. it seemed to many people that Castro had to be removed by any means - . pd
te in the evening of September 7 Premier Castro gave an im necessary. So far as anyone knows, the president never saw Castro’s %4
promptu, three-hour interview to Associated Press reporter Uwanm intended message. But among the potential readers was Lee Harvey | |
Harker during a reception at the Brazilian Embassy in Havana. Tw Oswald, a disturbed young radical who had been following the local | (v,
days later the Times-Picayune reported: - papers looking for a way to help Cuba. With his taste for violence and ) 4™\ W™
his subjective interpretations of everything he read, Castro’s warnifig
CASTRO BLASTS RAIDS ON CUBA may indeed have seemed like the kings outcry against Becket quoted o
Says U.S. Leadars Imperiled by Aid to Rebels earlier by Senator Charles Mathias: “Who will rid me of this man?”
Havana (AP)—Prime Mini The irony is that the CIA plots may have evolved in the same manner.
“Gaiowt St ndors world be Pl Caatro ssid Satwnday night .
e el Sk ol i oy e ik ey gt During September Oswald eagerly awaited Ruth Paine's arrival.
US-prompted raids on Cuban territ sﬂmw.hgsmﬁn._.u what he called After Marina and June weat to stay at Ruth’s home in Irving, he
to fight them and answer in kind. c...._”u Sta ro said, “We are prepared would be free to go to Mexico City to apply for a Cuban visa. He
if they are aiding terrorist plans Bnmsu.u:“.m c&-_gn._u should think that informed his wife that he would also visit the Soviet Embassy in
selves will not be safe.” o Jeidork, tity Cocin. Mexico and try to speed up her return to the Soviet Union. He assured
her that if everything worked out he would arrange for her to join him
Castro went on to accuse the United States of “double-crossing” in Cuba or for him to visit her in Russia. When Ruth arrived he led
policies and called President Kennedy a “cheap and crooked ol her to believe that he was going to Houston or Philadelphia to look
cian.” A similar story wEwﬂ_,ﬂ_ in the States Item. PNl for work, and .an__moaon Marina not to tell her anything about his
What were these terrorist plans Castro referred to? Although it's i o
The women left for Texas on September 23. Oswald was seen

hurrying out of his apartment, suitcases in hand, the following after-
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P
noon. After a gap of two ni
< : ghts and a day, he w i
,*__n,auw“ M._._ a ._...n_._e._awu bus headed for the Ziﬁ:ﬂmwm”_m.nm ket
e R e
7 e first indicafion that
warnin i .
g and that he was responding to it with his own Ennnnn M_. Mon_u_“—._mh

action, much
s as he had to other news reports about Cuba that sum-
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11...The Troubling Testimony of
Sylvia Odio: “AMATTER OF SOME M-

PORTANCE TO THE COMMISSION”

c URING 1963 Sylvia Odio, an attractive, 26-year-old Cuban exile,
was & leader of the anti-Castro movement in Dallas. Mrs. Odio had
a personal reason for wanting to see Fidel overthrown. She came from
a wealthy Cuban f ily that had sup rted Castro before the revolu-
tion but later turned against him. Since 1961, her parents had been
imprisoned in Cuba, her father at the prison on the Isle of Pines.

At about nine o'clock on the evening of September 25, 1963, the
doorbell rang at Sylvia Odio’s apartment in Dallas. Her sister Annie
answered, then went o call Sylvia to the door. Standing under the
outside light were three strangers. Keeping the chain latch on, Sylvia
took a good look at them. Two were Latin Americans in T-shirts who
looked tired and scruify. One was taller and had an unusual bald spot
ﬂ on one side of his hairline. The other one—she thought he looked

Mexican—was shorter, heavier, and “very hairy.” The third man

standing between them was an Anglo-American who vaguely needed
a shave.

One of the Latins asked, ‘“‘Are you Sarita Odio?”

She told him she was not. “That is my sister [who is] studying at
the University of Dallas. I am Sylvia.”

Then he asked, “Is she the oldest?”

“No, I am the oldest.”

And he said, “It is you we are looking for.”

... 151




152... Oswald's Game The Troubling Testimony of Sylvia Odio ... 153
He told her they were members of the Cuban Revolutionary Junta

i izati do telephoned her after she got home from
(JURE), the anti-Castro organization Sylvia Odio belonged to. Suspi. The next day Leopoldo telep

) 3 i uldn't be likely to forget. From
cious, she asked their names, She later recalled, “One of them said his work. It Hm.n._woh.“” Mwhw.w%m““%ﬁn to believe she had contacts
name was Leopoldo. He said that was his war name. In all this ewun”wa i Castro underground. Leopoldo asked her what she had
underground, everybody has a war name. This was done for safety in with m“.m the American. When she replied, “I didn’t think any-
Cuba. So when everybody came to exile, everyone was known by their ._uo_-nw he said, “Well, you know, he's a Marine, an ex-Marine, and
war names.” It was Leopoldo, the taller one, who did most of the thing, Bu_.rEEr.mn would be a tremendous asset to anyone,
Er._n..n. The other Latin gave his war name as something like “An. - nu“.o..._n.upﬁ you never know how to take him. . . . You know, our idea
gelo. . . _.ﬂﬂ_umu troduce him to the underground in Cuba, because he is great,

After she refused to let them in, Leopoldo told her, “We are friends ke Kind of nuts,” He said, “He could go either way He could do
of your father.” He gave her “almost incredible details” about her he aw. _like getting underground in Cuba, like killing Castro.”
father’s past, which she believed only someone who knew him, or was anything o wﬂn«. Odio listened uneasily, he raised the possibility
very well-informed, would have known. Mrs. Odio later testified, , .—.._n”.._nﬂ assassination. “The American says we Cubans don't have
“after they mentioned my father they started talking about the Ameri- o o ts. He says we should have shot President Kennedy after the
cin. He [the Latin Amerioan] asid, “You are working in. the wider- ) m,._. Pigs, because he is the one that was holding the freedom of
ground.’ And I said, ‘No, I am sorry to say I am not working in the Mﬂﬂpn_nnwu._-:« He says we should do something like that.” He added
underground.’ And he said, “We wanted you to meet this American. ¢ "Leon” had told him, “It is so easy to do it.” He told her again
His name.is Leon Oswald.’ He repeated it twice. . . . And they E-.,. he and his friends were going on a trip, and that he wanted to
M.:ﬂ:ﬂn _u—m_ as an American who was very much interested in the nu—r to her again on their return. Their conversation ended, and she

cause. again

The American attempted a few words in Spanish, “trying to be nn....o_.:awﬂnm—.n %ﬁnﬂ.ﬂﬂ..ﬂﬁﬁhﬂ& at once “some sort of scheme or
cute.” She asked him if he had ever been to Cuba and he said he * thoush she didn't know what. There had been something 100
EE:.r. but that he was interested in her movement. Afterward he { m”o_nr latin wn bout Leopoldo’s approach: “When 1 had no reaction to
n:xx._ silently, watching and listening—as Odio would put it, “sort of ”Bn:wuu he thought that he would mention that the man was
_3_5_-. at me to see what my reaction was, like somebody who is the and ...E:E be the kind of man that could do anything like
evaluating the situation.” : o underground in Cuba, like killing Castro. He repeated several

One of the Latin Americans took out a letter written in Spanish that B e was an expert shotman. And he said, “We probably
requested money for her organization to buy arms to overthrow Cas- Eumn. have anything to do with him. He is kind of loco.' * He was
tro. He asked if she would transiate the letter into English for him and P oling her out, Then, “When he mentioned the fact that we should
“send a whole lot of them” to American businessmen. Mrs. Odio fes “ER_ mna. .an_....ﬂnnan& . . he was trying to play it safe. ﬁ—
refused. (She had been shown a similar petition by a Dallas leader of ] v__mum him, then he would go along with me, but if 1 didn’t like him,

JURE, and had turned him down too.) She asked who had sent them, i _E.ﬂ_ of retreating to see what my reaction was. It was cleverly

-_.”_ an_wo_no told her that they had “just come from New Orleans,” wwnﬂ.nu " )

where they were trying to get their movement organized, and that > wrote to her father describing her visitors.

they were doing this on their own. He apologized for the late hour, & _o.ﬂﬂnﬂ“w._u MWO_WM_”H_EQ be a warning to stay away from these
saying they were leaving on a trip that night or the next evening. (His because he didn’t know them.) She almost succeeded in putting

The entire conversation lasted about fifteen minutes. Sylvia told Wnoum:anna out of her mind. On November 22 she was at work when
them she had to go and, still suspicious, she added that she was going +d came that the president had been shot. Immediately she remem-
to H-MH n_w ___uon ?_m.nn np__u_o__u. uﬂrn“.nm visit. As they were leaving, Leopoldo v ”Mon what Leopoldo had said about the exiles taking _.m,..n:mm nmﬂﬁ&
asked, “Is he still in the Isle of Pines?” Then they drove away i : Sylvia fainted on her

red car, with Leopoldo at the wheel. L = Kennedy. Aftes her boss sent cveryone 1o,

Wo whh ”s,. thd ©

W 1 _ king lot and was taken to a hospital by ambulance.
S...l?e E,P ;_g*} . | way to the parking lo
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In another part of town, Anni i
own, e Odio had wat
HM.MM“&% v-u_uu by on its way to the Book Unv%eﬂwu -_.,WMEMM .__nnanw
v :.a:nw .uoﬂﬂ.nmww—qrg she saw Oswald's picture on television oﬂ“.
where. . .. irnam _-u_M %“u—.&rmomﬁwpww.m Em:-n—.w w__..a = geinqand —_BE
- - .. Eﬂ%-- i )
8:.%..5. Annie Odio visited her at the hospital and u_uon._..____w_.aunmmwu

a Ty i
bl _HM .,._M ﬂ..a__wﬂwnooa. -..__n Oswald's picture came on, Sylvia later
et un&.m.% Annie and I looked at one another and sort
pl g - ©» 20 you recognize him?" She said, ‘It is the sam
q..rnao_“. I said, *Yes, _.uE do not say Ew..E:n..“. ‘
e _nm_ were too %B.n_ 10 go to the authorities with their stor
¥ old another sister about it, who told an American Ennnm.

rious visitors soon after she saw them, w assassinati
, well be inati
And she was able o produce the lttr her e
b .”m.m_ his _.:nnn.u. Furthermore, the details of her nonouﬂ_._._m
e __M ith other evidence about Oswald she almost certain}
i E_._Eoﬂn about.! For instance, Leopoldo had said th 4
o n.._- Onﬂou.ﬂ.h r_“nnh nﬂn! Orleans and were leaving on a trip—at a :amw
i s New Orleans and would soon be in Mexi ¢
ption of one of the the Latin Americans was similar S_n%_. h..mom
I at of

E ]
ven before Odio was called to testify before the Warren Commis-
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sion, one of its staff lawyers, W. David Slawson, was trying to pin
down Oswald’s movements from the time when he was last seen in
New Orleans by Marina and Ruth Paine on Monday, September 23,
to the time when he was next spotted on the bus heading for Mexico
shortly after 6 A.M. on Thursday, September 26. If Oswald’s where-
abouts during that period coudl be accounted for, Odio's story—and

its disturbing implications—could be quickly disposed of. il

As it turned out, this was not easy to do. There were no eyewil-
nesses who could establish Oswald’s presence in New Orleans after
neighbors saw him leave his apartment on the afterncon of the 24th,
and no evidence could be found that he left the city by bus, train, or
commercial airline. Thus, the cvening of the 24th and the entire next
day and night were a blank. Slawson had one slim piece of paper with
which to bridge the gap—Oswald’s weekly Texas unemployment
check that was cashed at a Winn-Dixie supermarket on the 24th or
25th. The local postal officials told Commission investigators that the
check probably would not have reached Oswald’s post office box

. before the early morning hours of Wednesday, September 25. Slawson

reasoned that if Oswald stayed over somewhere in New Orleans until
Wednesday moming to wait for this check, and was next seen on his
way to Mexico, he must have caught the connecting bus that left New
Orieans for Houston on Wednesday afternoon.’ And if he was on that
bus, he could not have been at Odio's apartment.

Slawson’s analysis seemed reasonable enough on the surface, but
there were problems with it. No witness could be found who saw
Oswald on the 10-hour bus ride from New Orleans to Houston—an
unusual circumstance, since there were passengers who had seen him
on every other leg of his bus trip to Mexico City and back to Dallas.
Furthermore, the driver of the connecting bus said he had never seen
Oswald “at any time.”

There was also good reason to believe that the postal authorities
had for once underestimated the efficiency of the U.S. mails. Marina
testified that Oswald always picked up his weekly Texas unemploy-
ment checks on a Tuesday. Indeed, elsewhere in the Warren Report
(in knocking down a rumor that Oswald had been in Mexico the
preceding week), the Commission asserted that Oswald “cashed a
check from the Texas Employment Commission at the Winn-Dixie
Store no. 1425 in New Orleans” on “Tuesday, September 17."” Thus
it appears that Oswald could have cashed his next check on Tuesday
the z4th and left town, perhaps in a private car, the same day.

Meanwhile, another staff lawyer, Wesley J. Liebeler, had by now
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' evidence had turned up, the report asserted that Oswald probably left
New Orleans by bus on the 25th. Its discussion ended: “While the FBI
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taken Sylvia Odio's deposition, and Liebeler wasn’t satisfied with
Slawson’s analysis. He wrote an internal memo saying, “There are
problems. Odio may well be right. The Commission will look bad if
it turns out she is.” Liebeler pointed to the testimony of lawyer Dean
Andrews and the bartender at the Habana Bar, who each said he had
seen Oswald with a similar-looking Latin American. Liebeler noted
that Oswald would have had time to travel to Dallas to see Odio and
still get to south Texas in time to catch the bus to Mexico.

The response of the Commission’s chief counsel, Lee J. Rankin, has
often been quoted by critics of the Warren Report. He told Liebeler,
“At this stage we are supposed to be closing doors, not opening
them.” The Commission’s work was winding down, and President
Johnson was pushing for the release of their report well before the
November election to avoid having the investigation become a cam-
paign issue.

Nevertheless, in August 1964 Rankin wrote FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover: “It is a matter of some importance to the Commission that
Mrs. Odio’s allegations cither be proved or disproved.” Rankin sug-
gested that the two Latin Americans might have been either members
of an anti-Castro group other than JURE or “pro-Castro individuals
attempting to infiltrate the anti-Castro groups in Dallas.” )

Rankin asked Hoover to conduct the investigation necessary to find

out who these men were. He continued, “We are also concerned about
the possibility that Oswald may have left New Orleans on September
24, 1963 instead of September 25, 1963 as has been previously thought.
In that connection Marina Oswald has recently advised us that her
husband told her he intended to leave New Orleans the very next day
following her departure on September 23, 1963.” Rankin concluded
that since Oswald was in Mexico after the 26th, “th eonly time he
could have been in Odio’s apartment appears to be the nights of
September 24 or 2§, most likely the latter.”

Hoover subsequently reported back, saying the FBI had located an
anti-Castro activist named Loren Hall who claimed that he had vi-
sited Mrs. Odio that September in the company of Lawrence Howard, -
a Mexican-American from East Los Angeles, and William Seymour
from Arizona. Seymour was said to resemble Oswald. When the
Warren Report was published a few days later, the doubts expressed
in Rankin’s letter were nowhere to be seen. Even though no other new

had not yet completed its investigation into this matter at the time the
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report went Lo press, the Commission has 8.-5__5& that Lee _.F:.,.nm
mouin—n was not at Mrs. Odio's apartment in September of 1963.
Before the ink was dry, the FBI's explanation collapsed. After both |,
Lawrence Howard and William Seymour denied having visited Odio,
*Loren Hall retracted his story (he later claimed the FBI had misq-
uoted him in the first place), and Mrs. Odio failed to recognize pic-
tures of any of them.

The Warren Commission had not succeeded in closing the doors
against its critics. Sylvia Odio's testimony, and its handling by the
authorities, would be a central issue in nearly every conspiracy book.
Clearly, the Odio incident—as it came to _un nn__.&l.no d not b
explained away as a simple case of mistaken identity because, as the
critics were quick to point out, the report had left a huge gquestion
dangling in mid-air: If Oswald wasn’t at Odio’s apartment, why was
a look-alike using his name? . ) :

The critics believed they knew the answer. In Accessories After the z
Fact, Sylvia Meagher presented a careful analysis of the Commis- Nﬂﬁx.%r\ :

g
wald could have been at Odio’s apartment on the night of Septembe v&ee:m_\

:n. access,” the likelihood of fabrication was “thus virtually de- é n\% %,
stroyed.” However, Meagher then proceeded to a strangely narrowed | (I .‘\
conclusion. She wrote, “That leaves two possibilities open: that the §m
real Oswald visited Mrs. Odio with two companions, one of whom c\{s)
deliberately planted highly incriminating information about him
without his knowledge; or that a mock-Oswald visited her, to accom- _“w W
plish the same purpose.” Either way, it was a frame-up, for, as she saw
it, Leopoldo “took pains to plant seeds which inevitably would in-
criminate Oswald in the assassination carried out on November 22,
so that an anonymous phone call would be enough to send uo:nm
straight after him even if he had not been arrested within the hour.

Who was behidn this scheme to frame Oswald? In Z.ﬂa__c‘.e hy-
pothesis, they were probably Cuban counter-revolutionaries and their
ultra-right associates, who may have taken notice of O«i&n after his
attempt to infiltrate Carlos Bringuier's organization in New Orleans.
Their purpose would have been “to revenge themselves not only
against the President whom they considered a Communist and a
traitor but also against a marxist and suspected double-agent who had
tried to infiltrate the anti-Castro movement.”

Since it's true that the Far Right and many Cuban exiles were bitter
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a certain appeal. But take a closer look.

What would Meagher’s anonymous caller have told the police?
Presumably, that they should question a woman named Sylvia Odio
—who would then tell them what she later told the Warren Commis-
sion: that Oswald and his companions claimed to be members of an

\  anti-Castro organization, that Oswald had been offered as a potential

assassin of Castro, and that he said the exiles should kill the president
because of the Bay of Pigs. How could this revelafion, coming in the

eat of the moment following Kennedy’s death, have helped the
anti-Castro movement or the Far Right? Indeed, Meagher’s plotters
had painted Oswald as a violent ally of the very factions that were
supposedly trying to frame him. Meagher herself noted that Odio
didn’t call the police, perhaps because she “feared that the Cuban
exiles might be accused of the President’s death.”

/ﬂ”n a marxist, it was a peculiar way to go about it.
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-~ Nevertheless, aimost all of the theorists who came after her have
followed the direction of Meagher’s accusing finger. For the critics,
the Odio incident could only have been an effort to frame Oswald.
They assume that since Leopoldo’s report of Oswald's remark about
killing Kennedy was incriminating, it must have been intended as
incriminating. This is a natural, common-sense view, and it's probably
wrong. [t's easy to forget that these events from the past, which are
now set in concrete from our point of view, actually took place in the
uncertain flux of the present. For some reason, since we know what
was going to happen on November 22, we tend to assume Leopoldo
did, tco. But when these men visited Odio’s apartment, Kennedy’s
trip to Dallas had not even been scheduled, let alone announced.
Strange as it may seem, no one on earth could have known that
Oswald would ultimately land a job in a building that would overlook
a Kennedy motorcade. W, vh © Ml & Jry pegicife
But the frame-up theory’s ultimate weakness involves the critics’
iconception of Lee Harvey Oswald. In every iracy book, Oswald
'is a piece of chaff blown about by powerful, unseen forces—he’s a’
mpliant puppet with no volition of his own. If the man
Odio saw was an im , HOW co e plotters be certain no
witnesses would be able to establish Oswald’s presence somewhere
else that evening—unless they ordered the unsuspecting patsy to stay
out of sight? And if the real Oswald was used, how did the anti-Castro
plotters get their Marxist enemy to stand at Odio’s door to be intro-

" If this was an attempt by Cuban counter-revolutionaries to impli- .
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duced as a friend of the Cuban exiles? No one has come up with a
ible scenario that can answer those questions.

In years

ittee—and those investigators would also moan.___nn that |

Hh.ﬂmuo hu%”_hﬁ_.:_ witness. After its relatively brief examination of the/
president’s assassination, the Church panel reached no public conclu-|
i io's testimony wasn’t mentioned in its final report. The As-
sassination Committes’s report was hardly more helpful. It said, “The
committee was inclined to believe Silvia [sic] Odio" and *'did not agree
with the Warren Commission’s conclusion .w.n. Oswald could not
have been in Dallas at the requisite time.” But it could go no farther:
«Based on a judgment of the credibility of Silvia and Annie Odio, one
of these men at least looked like Lee Harvey Oswald and was intro-
duced to Mrs. Odio as Leon Oswald.” A E_._a, account of their
indecision was later given by the Committee’s chief counsel and direc-
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tor, G. Robert Blakey, who wrote: W
Based on all [the] evidence, we believed Silvia [sic] and Anaie Odio: i
three hﬂ? !Hro man.nmon themselves as members of an anti-Castro %x()/..f?@oa/_ m
organization, did visit their apartment in Dallas about two months prior N 71%
Bingqgéoaggig!ﬂu&&s ;i 4

his look-alike, was introduced to them as Leon
goﬁ:&h _Mq-n dismiss the incident, as the Warren Commission
had, we considered it a significant, if mysterious association of Oswald
(or someaone posing as Oswald) with two individuals who were engaged
in anti-Castro activities, or acting as if they were.

oy

To sum up, there have been only two explanations for Odio’s

" ¥ Vurbing testimony. It wes a case of mistaken identity, as the Comanis-

aé.?

o

4" sion said, and a “Leon Oswald” and two other men visited her for
. unknown reasons. Or it was an attempt to frame Oswald by planting
incriminating statements. The first is no explanation whatsoever, and
the second is based on several unreasonable assumptions.{The poin
to be stressed is this. Sylvia Odio gave testimony of obvious, even

crucial importance, and no one could explain what it meant.

Some mysteries defy rational analysis. It takes a moment of
unearned insight—or what has been called the Ahal reaction—to
understand them. There is a picture psychologists use showing a white
goblet on a black background. Stare at it long enough and, with
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/ lightning speed and no conscious effort, one sees that the background
/ is actually the silhouette of two people facing one another. The goblet

becomes merely the white background between them. (4ha/ Why

didn't I see it before?) When I first read Sylvia Odio's testimony, I was

a long way from understanding Oswald’s thinking, and no matter how

1 turned it, her testimony made no sense. All the other evidence said

Oswald was a supporter of the Castro revolution. Yet here he was,
apparently teamed up with two counter-revolutionaries. .

One day I was reading a Secret Service report describing their

questioning of Marina Oswald shortly after Oswald’s death, when a

single sentence brought me up short. Marina had remarked that her

husband “was boastful that he was a good shot and that he learned

this while in the military service.” That was exactly the way Leopoldo

had described *“Leon Oswald™ to Sylvia Odio: “He’s a Marine, an

ex-Marine, and an expert marksman.” They were talking about the

_ same man. Thy ,ibxsrsﬁag wATh ﬁwﬁ trthie

| There was just one other wil whofspoke of Oswald as an ex-

p ~-and that was Car-

os Bringuier, the exile leader Whose organization Oswald had tried

i o see is encounters with Bringuier

io were. Oswald had ap ed each of them as an eager

oluntesr. With Bringuier, he was an ex-Marine who could train

errillas and lead raids against Cuba. With Odio, he was an ex-

\\A._.n_.naunno_aﬂagaon!an:aoqnﬁn wmn.
2&%. hoping to draw the exiles into a viol

10" Ivisitors asked her to distribute a ing for funds to buy armis
117 3% for the war on &r of this kind would probably have been
D4 egal. Infiltration and harassment—this was how Oswald had de-
M) fscribed his encounter with Bringuier. (“1 infiltrated the Cuban Stu-
.,_.._\_ w n_n..nU_.hooSqﬂnuw:n:_nnE&Ea:smﬁ..amogn:g—mﬁ:on_

a __ ,55 including having the N.O. City Attorney General call them in and put
J “vk p |arestraining order .. . on some so-called bonds for invasion they were

i ,??n selling in the New Orleans area.”)
JW i But a third tactic was used. While Oswald was in Bringuier’s store,
he gave two anti-Castro teenagers specific instructions on derailing

L)
i~
f,weo trains and blowing up the Huey P. Long Bridge. With Sylvia Odio,
\ he allegedly proposed a still more outrageous act of violence. It had
been put almost in the form of a dare: the exiles “didn’t have any guts.

(g
W.
&
5
i

- ground. The intended victim of this enterprise was not Lee Harvey

S0 Wl dd | Hp ke
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 { & teur is to

. It is so easy to do it. The nn.o.o_mn role of the provocateur |
.nmno-_”nwwn acts of violence that will discredit the group he has infil- |
trated. By goading the exiles into attacking the president, a pro-Castro
provocateur might have hoped to destroy two threats to Cuba with

d's M.O. In other words, the mysterious Odio i
Wuﬂauon Oswald's attempts to infiltrate the anti-Castro

d, but Sylvia Odio and the Cuban exiles. Oswald was plotting
“M___”_n the nr.—w.ﬂ. not the other way muo.cpn..m_nbwn. the explanat o\_
offered by the Warren Commission and its critics, this solution fits the -
rest of the evidence about Oswald. And it makes better %
that Oswald went to see Oa_v“ﬁ“.oh S%o %.

impersonated or du y his en % y
rnhhnwmnn caught a glimpse of what ald was up to, I still had
ask why. Why was Oswald a_d...wun as a potential assassin
Castro, and why the about killing .N.n:.n&s as well? Again
Oswald's similar_approach to Carlos Bringuier provides a clue. 1
was already planning to go 10 Cuban oa..."_w_u in
i 4 show them “how much he'd done to help Cuba.” When

rmed about the FBI raid on an exile arms cache, he saw a chancé
to bring the Cubans something special: valuable intelligence about the
inner working of an exile training m._nﬂv. But his infiltration attempt
i Bringuier turned him down. )
n!._%nnu.r“ movpm:-vn_. g, another headline in the Times-Picayune:
«CASTRO BLASTS RAIDS ON CUBA / Says US. Leaders Im-
periled by Aid to Rebels.” Castro declared:

inki ited States leaders
We are prepared EnuEEoﬂnnnnEiﬂ_.n_E_PCE— d St
Ewﬁh _-_h_:k that if they are aiding terrorist plans to eliminate Cuban
leaders, they themselves will not be safe.

i ids wi Cuban gov-
ducting the raids with U.S. support. In the past, the Cuban
35.5: _M".:_Wa blamed the C1A. Now Castro seemed 10 cn pointing a
finger directly at Kennedy—the ..M.numn and crooked politictan”—and
ing that two could play at that game. .
1»—-..—2»—:% was another danger to Cuba, and a new opportunity for




162 ... Oswald's Game

Oswald to prove himself. He had already made one attempt to pene-
trate the enemy underground. Now, if he could just make contact with
the exile leaders involved in these “terrorist plans,” he might come up
with an even bigger trophy: inside information about the plots to kill
Cuba’s leaders. Once again he would seek out an exile group and offer
his help—not as a guerrilla leader this time, but as a marksman who
.* fr_ 3EnuEE.nmno_.=o!n.ﬁEEEEHH-.&EEnﬂ.E

.“...\..tsx « he had before. While he was at it, he'd ! little seed. of
T ,i provocation. He'd attempt to goad the exiles into retaliating agains

Kennedy.

In other words, the Odio incident was Oswald's reaction to Castro’s

warning.

Although I was fairly convinced of this by 1976, I still didn't under-
stand why Oswald and the others went all the way to Dallas to carry
out this scheme. Why did they go to Sylvia Odio, in particular? An
article in the Saturday Evening Post that year provided an answer.
The authors, George O'Toole and Paul Hoch, had apparently discov-
ered more about Odio’s father from some of the large number of
Warren Commission records that were declassified in 1976. It turns
out that Odio’s parents weren't ordinary political prisoners, as the
Warren Report suggested. They had been indirectly involved in a
spectacular plot to assassinate Castro in 1961.

The plot was the work of Antonio Veciana and Reinaldo Gonzales,
members of the anti-Castro underground. Veciana's mother had
rented an apartment near the presidential palace from which they
planned to fire a bazooka to kill Castro and other officials. Before their
plan could be carried out, however, word of it reached the Cuban
police. Veciana and his mother escaped to Miami, while Gonzales fled
to a farm that was owned by Sylvia Odio’s parents. Gonzales was
tracked down and arrested, as were the Odios. Castro himself an-
nounced the breaking up of this plot at a public mecting in Havana
in October 1961, At the time, the Odio daughters were already out of
the country.

Having somehow learned of her father’s background, her visitors
apparently concluded (however mistakenly) that Amador Odio's el-
dest daughter might be interested in introducing a volunteer hit man
underground. Notice the chain of association in their approach

. Then, “after they mentioned my father they started talking
ut the American. He said, “You are working in the underground.’
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ground.’ And he said, ‘We wanted you to meet this American. .:.ﬁ
name is Leon Oswald.’ . . . And they introduced him as an American
who was very much interested in the Cuban nm-_._un... Omw..uE. told her
{he same thing, then stood silently, evaluating the u:choF The
underlying logic scemed to be: We know about your father’s connection
with a terrorist plot 1o kill Castro. We believe you have contacls with

. the underground. Here Is an American you can use. Had Odio invited

them in, she might well have heard the rest of their proposal about \C. _
d that evenin .
Oaﬂ\ﬂﬁ did they !h.: from Mrs. Odio? Apparently, they hoped shet [c1F c.vw\& :
would know, and tell them, the name of the right person to see—the | (40
leader behind these new assassination plots. And, in fact, it appears | | S\e.\.:
that Odio may have had a reputation for being able to put people in \%\k{b h\»t
sion that in June 1963 she had spoken with a Uruguayan named irbu.r §
Johnny Martin who claimed he could pro [ L A
hand weapons if she could put him in touch with an approprate ; :
%uﬁumn later said, she had “jumped at the opportunity that
something could be done” and arranged a meeting between Martin
and an exile leader in Miami. )

Ms. Odio believed it would not have been difficult for anyone to
find her. She testified that shortly before the omsﬁ_m. incident, 2
speaker at an anti-Casiro meeting in Dallas had mentioned that he
knew her father in Cuba and that Amador Odio’s daughters were
living in that city. Odio said she could have been located by nb__ur”mn
e phol

touch with the anti-Castro underground. Mrs. Odio told the Commis-
th second- J},

)

the Catholic refugee relief agency or even by consul
book. )
Overafl, one gets the impression that
a tightly knit community in which
were hard to keep. Oswald
he apparently found Bringu
New Orleans anti . :
Zlaimed that Oswald had also visited Him to offer his services asa | (7,
guerrilla warfare specialist, and that it was he who sent Oswal A
Bringuier. Thus, it appears that Oswald made morq Torays into the jzzo
anti-Castro camp than anyone realized, or wanted (o admit.
The real names of the two Latin Americans will probably never
known. We know enough only to speculate about their roles. The
evidence suggests they were not anti-Castro activists, as they claimed.
Angelo was likely the Latin American of similar appearance that
Oswald was seen with in New Orleans. Both men evidently lied when

A WP @ Itk ?

in this country formed
got around easily and secrets
ve found Mrs. Odio the same way




A e et T

1

b

164 .. Oswald's Game

they said they were members of JURE, and friends of Odio's father.
(The other leaders of JURE said they had never heard of them, and
Odio’s father, now living in the United States, still insists they were
no friends of his.) And if they werefrom New Orleans, as they said,
they would almost certainly have known of the splash Oswald had
made there in August as a Fair Play for Cuba activist. None of this

he idea that one or both or these men were anti-Castroites

=d ald operalion

been an anti-Ca milirs ho truly believed Oswald would be an
asset to his cause. But his telephone conversation with Odio followed
Oswald's line with Bringuier so closely that this seems doubtful. And
Leopoldo’s parting shot about Amador Odio—"1s he still in the Isle
of Pines?"—sounds almost like a jeer. It seems more reasonable that
these three were birds of a feather than that they were working at

CTOSS purposes.

But let’s pull back for a moment to get a broader view. Was there
someone behind the scenes telling Oswald what to do? “

Let’s make that question more specific: Who would have had a
reason to order Oswald to get inside the exile underground? Not the
CIA, apparently, since the CIA already had plenty of contacts with
that group—the CIA was, in fact, running the war against Cuba. The

. FBI? Maybe, though it's difficult to imagine that Hoover’s boys would

have wanted one of their operatives to go around suggesting that
Castro’s opponents should murder the president. Besides, it's hard to
picture Lee Oswald working for the FBI or the CIA, unless we crop
ont everything else we know about him.

There is another possibility. Although the House Assassinations
Committee concluded, “on the basis of the evidence available to it,”
that the Cuban government was not involved in the assassination, its
report called the CIA investigation of the question of Cuban involve-

- ment grossly inadequate—and it attached a fine-print footnote:

With respect to the incident at the home of Sylvia Odio in Dallas, the
CIA had developed since 1963 the ability to identify from physical
descriptions possible intelligence agents who may have been involved.
In fact, at the committee's request, the CIA attempted to identify Odio’s
visitors, and it determined that they may have been members of Cuban
intelligence. The committes showed photographs supplied by the CIA
to Odio who stated they did not appear to be the visitors in question.
The committee came to the conclusion that had she been shown photo-

3
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graphs in 1963, when the event was clearer in her mind, she might have
been able to make an identification. It is also regrettable that the CIA
did not make use of a defector from Cuba who had worked in intelli-
gence and who might have been able to identify the Odio visitors.

An extraordinary footnote. And yet, it’s hard to believe that Leo-
poldo and Angelo were Cuban intelligence agents. Anything this trio
hoped to get out of Mrs. Odio they must have hoped to get right away,
before she could check their authenticity with her father. The whole
offair had an improvised, amateurish flavor. As we'll see later on,
although Oswald wanted to work for the Cubans, he apparently got
gmggiawﬁnagrnnﬁia.nﬁwﬁug -

“As far as taking orders,” Magina told the House Assassinations
Committee, speaking generally, “I knew him personally and he didn't
Jike to take orders.” There's no reason lo assume z.ﬁ.n Oswald was
following orders when he went to see Bringuier or Odio, because he
had a motive of his own—or, rather, two motives. He wanted to help
Cuba, and he wanted to make a name for himself as a Castro sup- .
porter and revolutionary. He was operating in the uncertain present, -
with specific short-range goals in mind. Oswald was on _:u way to
Cuba, he hoped, and he evidently wanted to come bearing n.:..z.l
much as he had done when he went 10 Russia with his military
information. o o

The simplest and most reasonable conclusion is that the Odio inci-
dent was Oswald's idea. Looked at more closely, each of the tactics
used was typical of Oswald in some manner. It was like him to pose
as a leader: the guerrilla warfare expert, the expert marksman. He was
putting his military training to ironic use—as an enlisted man, Oswald
had once complained that all the Marine Corps did was teach you to

" kill, and after you got out you might be a good gangster. The second

tactic—trying to draw the exiles into a violation of the law—also
sounds like Oswald, who often showed a tendency to cn legalistic.
And finally, the threat against a president’s life was also in character, »
since he had already made a verbal threat against Eisenhower. ? £
But it wasn't just the tactics. The entire incident d the imprint
of Oswald’s personality on it. Consider another remark of Marina’s.
She was asked if she thought her husband would have prepared for
his defection by learning Russian: “Was that a trait of his . . . that
when he got ready to do something he felt was important he spent a

. period of time preparing for it?" She answered, “I would say yes," and
" & few minutes later circled back to the same question: “Going back
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to say that Lee was always preparing for something, he not always
prepared himself [sic], but he was quite calculating in that respect, and
sometimes quite clever. He would masquerade somehow." George de
Mohrenschildt, too, saw this trait of his. Concerning the theory of the
conspiracists that Oswald was working for the anti-Castro side in
New Orleans, he wrote:

1 cannot visualize Lee being in cahoots with these Cuban refugees in-,
New Orleans . . . but he might have played his own game, meeting some
of them, checking just for the hell of it what their motivations were.

The amazing and attractive side of Lee’s personality was that he liked
to play with his own life, he was an actor in real life. A very curious

On the other hand, I can very easily visualize Lee joining a pro-Castro
group. :

The Odio incident was characteristic of Oswald. There was even, :

perhaps, a model for it from his childhood, although this was proba-
bly an event he had long forgotten. In Fort Worth sixteen years
earlier, Marguerite had also stood outside a rival's door with two
confederates. As the ringleader, she told one of them what to say—
“Telegram for Mrs. C___""—to trap her wandering husband, Edwin
A. Ekdahl. As Robert said, his brother’s “imagination and love of
intrigue” were a lot like his mother’s.

The compelling aspect of Sylvia Odio’s testimony is the window it
provides on Lee Harvey Oswald’s thinking just two months before
Dallas. Up until then, there was little indication that Oswald felt any
animosity toward John Kennedy. In fact, he seemed to favor him over
the other politicians on the scene. In August he had publicly blamed
_the CIA and State Department for America's policy toward Cuba.
"But sixteen days after Castro’s warning appeared, Oswald not only
4. tried to penetrate the plots Castro spoke about, he suggested that

Kennedy should be killed. The September 9 warning evidently had an
effect: Oswald now believed that Castro was in danger and that the
| Cuban leader held Kennedy responsible.

This conclusion is admittedly based on inferences—I have deduced
Oswald’s thinking by reading Odio's testimony in light of his past
behavior. The method I've used is an old one. During closing argu-
ments in a trial, each attorney will attempt to weave the available
evidence into a reconstruction of the events in question. It is then up
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to the jury to decide whose account is more likely to be true. I have

" presented the Odio incident within & narrative of Oswald's other

activities, showing how the pieces mesh. E:.mcw__ | no..—.. n.F.a to
have conclusive proof, I do maintain that my interpretation is more
credible than the alternative theories. .

Only two other explanations of this incident v!._n been given—that
it was an extraordinary case of mistaken identity, or a plot to frame
a Marxist by presenting him as an anti-Castro hit man. Zn:.wn.—. view
can be totally disproved. But neither encompasses the other evidence
about Oswald nearly as well as the solution I've proposed.

1 found new support for my argument in 1977, when 1 _BH&. that
Lee Harvey Oswald had made a second threat against Kennedy'’s life
just a few days after he left Sylvia Odio’s doorstep. The man who
revealed this threat was not an unknown named *“Leopoldo,” but

Fidel Castro himseif.
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“How do you know that?”

“He told me. I know Lee fairly well—well enough from that point
of view.” 2

Next he went to the nearby Cuban Embassy, wher he requested an i
in-transit visa, that is, a permit to travel to Cuba en route to the Soviet |/~ PN
Union. (An in-transit visa would have allowed him to visit his family ?3
in Russia if their visas came through.) On his application, Oswald £ "y

-
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Oz Thursday afternoon, September 26, Oswald’s bus crossed the
Mexican border at Laredo, Texas. A fellow passenger, an Englishman
named John McFarland, recalled that Oswald told him he was en
route to Cuba and explained that he had to travel via Mexico because
it was illegal to go there directly from the United States. When
McFarland asked why he wanted to go to Cuba, Oswald replied, “To
see Castro, if I could.”

The bus arrived in Mexico City the following morning, and Oswald
registered at the Hotel Comercio four blocks from the bus station
using the alias Harvey Oswald Lee. He immediately set about arrang-
ing his travel plans. According to Marina, he went to the Soviet
Embassy first. Exactly what he said there isn’t known, since the
Russians didn’t allow the Warren Commission to interview its em-
bassy _.Nao._:n_. However, from Marina’s testimony and other evi-
dence it's apparent that he asked them to expedite the visas he and
Marina had applied for through the Washington Embassy, and that
he told them he would be going to Russia through Cuba. He also
seemed to believe that the Russians could smooth his way at the
Cuban Embassy.

A Commission lawyer later asked Marina, “Did he tell you why he
went to Mexico City?"

“From Mexico City he wanted to go to Cuba—perhaps through the
Russian Embassy in Mexico he would be able to get to Cuba.”

“Did he say anything about going to Russia by way of Cuba?"

“I know that he said that in the Embassy. But he only said so. [
know that he had no intention of going to Russia then.”

168...
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wrote that he wanted to leave for Cuba on September 3o and remain
there for two weeks—or longer, if possible. He was interviewed by
Silvia Duran, a Mexican citizen and Castro supporter who worked in
the consular section. After the assassination her name and office
phone number were found in Oswald’s notebook, and she was brought
in for questioning by the Mexican police. On November 23, 1963, she
gave them the following statement:

.« « . On the night of Nov. 22, Senora Duran heard over the radio the
name of LEE HARVEY 0SWALD, which caused ber to remember that this
name refers to a North American who in the last days of September
... appeared at the Cuban Consulate and applied for a visa to Cuba in
transit to Russia and based his application on his presentation of his
passport in which it was recorded that he had [lived] in the latter
country for a period of three years, [and] his work permit from that same
country written in the Russian language and letters in the same lan-
guage, ‘as well as proof of his being married to a woman of Russian
nationality and being the apparent Director in the city of New Orleans
of the organization called “Fair Play for Cuba" with the desire that he
should be accepted as a “friend” of the Cuban Revolution, as a result
of iEnfr the speaker, in compliance with her duties, received all of his
data and filled out the appropriate application, and he left to return in
the afternoon, this time with his photographs [for the application], and
the speaker, recognizing that she [was exceeding] her duties, semi-
officially called the Russian Consulate by telephone because of her inter-
est in facilitating the handling of the Russian visa for LEE HARVEY
OSWALD, but from there they answered her that the operation [of
getting him & visa to Russia] would require approximately four months,
which annoyed the applicant, since (as he affirmed) he was in a great
hurry to obtain the vises which would permit him to travel to Russia,
insisting that he was entitled to them because of his background and his
partisanship and personal activities in favor of the Cuban movement,
.« « [and] that his wife, of Russian nationality, was at that time in the
city of New York from where she would follow him, although hisplace
of origin was the aforementioned city of New Orleans; that as soon as
Oswald understood that it was not possible to give him a Cuban visa
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without his previously obtaining a Russian one, because the former was
for transit, he became highly agitated and angry, as a result of which
the speaker called [Consul Eusebio] Azcue, who, at that time, was in his
private office in company with his ultimate replacement, MIRAVAL, but
came out and began to argue in English with OSWALD in a very angry
manner and . . . concluded by saying to him that, “As far as he was
concerned, he would not give him a visa,” and that “A person like him,
in place of aiding the Cuban Revolution, was doing it harm.” . . . that
in spite of the argument the speaker handed to OSWALD a piece of paper
... in which she recorded her name . . . and the telephone number of
the Consulate . . . and, at any rate, she initiated the handling of the visa
application by sending it to [Cuba, from which] a reply was received in
the normal manner some fifteen to twenty days later approving the
issuance of a visa, but conditioning it on his previously obtaining the
Russian [one], although she does not recall whether OSWALD subse-
quently called her or not on the telephone. . . . and that upon seeing his
photograph which appears in today’s newspapers, specifically the news-
paper “El Die," she immediately recognized and identified it as being
the same person she had been referring to a8 LEE HARVEY OSWALD.

Of course, Marina was not in New York—this was but a lie to
heighten the sense of urgency, as was the statement that he was in a
great hurry to reach Russiaz. But note that even after the scene with
Azcue, Oswald took Duran's telephone number so that he could
check back about his application. And despite the argument, Oswald
kept trying. On Saturday and the following Tuesday, October 1, he
made several visits to both the Russian and Cuban embassies, with a
continued lack of results.

The Cuban government provided the Warren Commission with the
application from which bore Oswald's photograph and signature, as
well as its letter, dated October 15, which conditionally approved his
in-transit visa. The Warren Report said that the CIA had been able
to corroborate Duran’s account through several means, adding, “By
far the most important confirmation of Senora Duran’s testimony,
however, has been supplied by confidential sources of extremely high
reliability available to the United States in Mexico. The information
from these sources establishes that her testimony was truthful and
accurate in all material respects. The identities of these sources cannot

'be disclosed without destroying their future usefulness to the United

States.”
The CIA’s “confidential sources” in Mexico included wiretaps on
the Soviet Embassy’s phones. On Tuesday, October 1, Oswald re-
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wrned to the Cuban Embassy. At his request Duran again called the
Soviet Embassy and handed the receiver to Oswald. Speaking in
Russian to a Soviet guard, he asked if there was any news concerming
a telegram that had been sent to Washington. The guard asked to
whom Oswald had spoken at the embassy. "Comrade Kostikov,”
Oswald replied, whereupon the guard suggested that r.n again speak
in person to Kostikov. “T'll be right over,” Oswald replied, and hung

%..S.n CIA recorded this conversation and a transcript was made, but
the tape was retained for only a week or so, The reference to Kostikov
had aroused the agency’s interest, for in addition to his routine consu-
lar duties, Valery Vladimirovich Kostikov served as a KGB intelli-
gence officer. ) - ;
The agency's Mexico station also had surveillance cameras mcs_an
the Soviet Embassy, which was considered to be a center of espionage
activity directed against the United States. After hearing the phone
call, the CIA staff went through its photographs of persons recently .
entering and leaving the embassy, and found one of a Eo:n..rnuc.u_wn_
American type that it guessed might be the man who had identified
himself as Oswald during the call. (This tentative identification would
canse the CIA considerable embarassment later on. The man In ..__o
photo was never identified, but he evidently had no connection .aszu
Oswald whatsoever, and the Mexico station never came up with a
picture of Oswald. This circumstance led toa theory that the heavyset
man had impersonated Oswald at the Soviet Embassy.)
Meanwhile, CIA headquarters was alerted, and on October 1o the
agency informed the FBI, the State Department, _.Sn_ the Office of
Naval Intelligence of Oswald’s contact with the Soviet Embassy. The
notification omitted Oswald's reference to Kostikov, however,
In 1976 David Phillips, a CIA official who was serving in Mexico
at the time, added an important detail about Oswald's conversations
with the Russians. Phillips told the Washington Post that, in a phone
call to the embassy, Oswald had tried to make a deal. (Whether this
was the call mentioned earlier or another one isn’t clear.) According
to Phillips, Oswald said in effect, “I have information you would be
interested in, and I know you can pay my way [to Russia].” The
wranslator and typist who had worked on the transcript of the conver-
sation confirmed Phillips's story. This sounds like Oswald, since he
had already asked the Washington Embassy to make travel arrange-
ments back to Russia for his wife and child. By the Commission’s
estimate, Oswald had only about $214 on hand when he left New
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Orleans, hardly enough to pay transportation costs for the trips he
had in mind. Furthermore, Phillips’s story would help explain the
CIA’s interest in Oswald's contact with Kostikov.

But what information could Oswald have had of interest to the
Soviets? A possible answer came in 1975 from a second Ernesto Ro-
driguez—not the New Orleans Cuban exile mentioned earlier, but
another man who was a former CIA contract agent in Mexico City.
Rodriguez claimed that Oswald had told both the Soviets and the
Cubans that he had information about a new CIA attempt to kill Fidel
Castro. According to Rodriguez, Oswald offered the details in return
for a Cuban entry visa. He said that Oswald had also talked about this
planned assassination attempt in conversations with Fair Play for
Cuba members in Mexico City.

Rodriguez’s story is uncorroborated and should be approached
with caution, but in light of Oswald's known activities, it is not
implausible. This wouldn’t have been the first time Oswald offered
secrets to get what he wanted. More important, he had recently tried

to penetrate the exile plots through Sylvia Odio. We have learned of -

only two infiltration attempts Oswald made—there may have been
others. Anyone who had told him about a plan to kill Castro would
have been understandably reluctant to come forward with his testi-
mony after the president's death. We know from Odio’s testimony
that this was the kind of information Oswald was seeking. Thus, it's
conceivable that he did find out details of a Castro assassination plot
from some unknown source, or that he at least claimed that he had.
Another question that remains unsettled is what Oswald did with
the rest of his time in the city. Silvia Duran told the House Assassina-
-rm _:zzo_ﬂ Committee that she had suggested to Oswald that he might be
1 able to get a Cuban visa if he could obtain a letter of recommendation
-~ from a Mexican in good standing with the Cuban government. From
other evidence the Committee concluded that she had referred him

to a philosophy professor at the local National Autonomous Univer-
sity who had held seminars on Marx in her home. In late September
Oswald was reportedly sighted at the university, where he approached
four left-wing philosophy students. One of them, Oscar Contreras,
who had contacts in the Cuban Embassy, later said that Oswald had
introduced himself and told them that he wanted to go to Cuba
because the FBI was bothering him and life in the United States was
not for him but that the Cuban consulate was refusing to give him a
visa. He asked if they could help him out, and the students agreed to
try. According to Anthony Summers, who interviewed Contreras in
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1978, Contreras then got in touch with his contacts at the embassy,
including Consul Azcue and an intelligence officer—who told him
that Oswald was suspected of being a provocateur “sent by the United
States to go to Cuba with evil intent.”* Although Contreras’s story is
also uncorroborated, his statement about the Cuban officials’ reaction
to Oswald should be kept in mind. ’

What clse did Oswald have to say to Cuban officials in Mexico City?
We should remember that he was angry at being denied a visa, and
‘made some comments to Azcue that provoked the Cuban to say that
someone like him was actually hurting the revolution, not helping it.
Azcue evidently considered him to be a hothead.

In 1964 new evidence turned iip about a statement Oswald had
made at the Cuban Embassy. After the assassination an American
Communist party member—who was also an FBI informant—made
a trip to Havana and spoke with Fidel Castro. On June 17, 1964, J.
Edgar Hoover sent a top-secret letter by a special courier to the
Warren Commission’s chief counsel, J. Lee Rankin. Hoover wrote
that “through a confidential source which has furnished reliable infor-
mation in the past, we have been advised of some statement made by

-Fidel Castro, Cuban Prime Minister, concerning the assassination of

President Kennedy.” The existence of this letter didn't come to light
until 1976, when it was declassified along with many other Commis-
sion papers in the National Archives—but the crucial paragraph
containing what Castro said had been deleted from the declassified
copy. The following year, however, TV newsman Daniel Schorr ob-
tained the deleted passage from his own sources. In his book Clearing
the Air (excerpted the New York Review of Books), Schorr revealed
that the missing paragraph quoted Castro as saying “that Oswald, on
his visit to the consulate, had talked of assassinating President
Kennedy. The consul had taken this as a deliberate provocation. The
Cuban ambassador in Mexico City had reported the incident to
Havana. It had not been taken seriously at the time, but after
Kennedy's assassination, Castro had come to suspect that the effort
to get Oswald into Cuba was part of a right-wing conspiracy. Oswald
would return from Cuba, then assassinate the president, and it would
look as though Castro had been responsible.”

This information was never pursued by the Commission or men-
tioned in its report. In fact, two of the staff lawyers, W. David Slawson
and David Belin, don't recall ever having seen Hoover's letter. But the
FBI informant’s account would be supported by another report three
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years later.

While Hoover's letter lay buried, time passed. In early 1967 New
Orleans’ flamboyant district attorney, Jim Garrison, announced to the
world that he had uncovered a conspiracy behind the assassination of
the President. His chief suspect was David Ferrie, Oswald's old Civil
Air Patrol instructor. But Ferrie, in poor health, died of a cerebral
hemorrhage on February 22. Undaunted, Garrison soon arrested a
prominent New Orleans businessman, Clay Shaw. Garrison charged

h\ that Ferrig, Oswald, and Shaw had plotted the assassination at a party
at Ferrie's apartment and that the murder itself had been carried out
by a team of anti-Castro Cubans. Eventually the conspirators he
mentioned would include Minutemen, CIA agents, Dallas oil men
and policemen, arms dealers, White Russians, and a host of other
reactionaries.

~~" The more publicity Garrison got, the wilder his charges became. In

May 1967 Garrison issued a subpoena for CIA director Richard
Helms, demanding that Helms produce a photograph showing Os-
wald in the company of a CIA agent in Mexico. Garrison apparently
reasoned it this way. The CIA had never produced a photograph of
Oswald taken by their surveillance cameras stationed outside the
Cuban and Russian embassies. Therefore, they must have taken a
photograph that showed Oswald in the company of someone whose
identity they did not want to be revealed. Who could Oswald's sup-

i posed companion have been? Obviously, a CIA agent.

By this time the press was calling the Garrison investigation a
three-ring circus. In Juen an hour-long NBC documentary charged
Garrison with attempting to bribe and intimidate witnesses and using
other questionable tactics. When NBC gave Garrison air time to reply
on July 15, Garrison once again asserted that Oswald was without
question “in the employ of U.S. intelligence agencies.” He did not,
however, produce any evidence.

Meanwhile, Fidel Castro was evidently watching the Garrison case
with interest. In July 1967 scores of foreign reporters went to Cuba
to cover an international conference in support of revolutionary
groups in Asia and Latin America. At an official reception in mid-
July, Castro met an American reporter named Laura Bergquist and
gave her a lengthy impromptu interview which she later wrote about
in.Look magazine. (It must be understood that Castro likes to talk—
Turner Catledge of the New York Times once said of him that he
made the garrulous Senator Hubert Humphrey look like Silent Cal
Coolidge.) Castro surprised Bergquist by admitting he had made a
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istake in making his famous attack on the Ko:ﬂ.&u barracks in
WM. Castro spoke with her for two or three hours, until he was finally
drawn away by an aide tugging on his u_nncn.._ucu our purposes the
most important thing he said to her that evening was a reference to
the Garrison case. He asked her if Garrison’s theory of the WumuuMﬂw
i as supportable. The reason for his interest seems clear. Lver
mwwnsm.min_mm.uo o-Cuba background had been revealed in late 1963,
Castro’s public position was that had been set up and that the
murder was a plot by right-wing forces. Now there was a New Orleans
rosecutor saying' the same thing. )
¥ A British journalist, Comer Clark, later claimed that he had also mp
gotten an impromptu interview with Castro in July 1967, moqru.uu
during this same week. And Clark’s version of what Castro t6ld him F}b Eb.h

3
s *

in his then still-

was the same story J. Edgar Hoover had _.n_uo_._& in his then (_\?&»
classified letter of 1964. According to an article by Clark published :
that October—in, of all places, the National Enquirer—Castro told fo %

e
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him that Oswald had come 16" the Cuban consulate twice, each time

for about fifteen minutes. Clark quoted Castro as saying, “The first
time—I was told—he wanted to work for us. He was asked to explain,

t he wounldn’t. He wouldn’t go into details. The second time he said
”_.n. wanted to ‘free Cuba from American ivniw:m:.r. Then he wEn.
something like, ‘Someone ought to shoot that President Kennedy. e % B
Then Oswald said—and this was exactly how it was reported to me {'u $0A™Y) |
—*‘Maybe I'll try to do it.” " ) c.?. 5
Castro added that he had not alerted the United States government
because Oswald had been considered a “wild man” and was not taken |
idn’t have any relations with the American govern- e
ment anyway. If I'd taken it I Bm.m_z have informed the ?.P
United Nations or some other official agency like that. But who would Q.rrr z_tP
have believed me? People would have said that Oswald was just W X
or that I'd gone mad.” Clark also quoted him as saying, I thought #t‘.«r
the visits might be something to do with the CIA—whether anything ¥/
eventually happened or not. . . . Then, too, after such a plot had been
found out, we would be blamed—for something we _uu.m_ nothing to do
with. It coudl have been an excuse for another invasion try. In any
case, people would have tried to put it at my door. | was not responsi-
ble for Kennedy's death, I will tell you that. I think he was E:& by
U.S. fascists—right-wing elements who disagreed &E._ him." (Since
Jim Garrison also thought that Oswald’s trip to Mexico had “some-
thing to do with the CIA,” Castro was in effect supporting that
Booa_.v




176... Oswald’s Game

These statements attributed to Castro by Clark tally point for poin
with the private conversation reported in Hoover’s letter to the Com.
mission. This may be better appreciated if we look-at the two accounty
side by side.

FBI informant's report:

At the consulate Oswald had
talked of assassinating President
Kennedy.

Comer Clark interview:

“Then he said something like,
‘Someone ought to shoot that
President Kennedy. . . . Maybe I'll
try to do it." ™

Oswald had been considered a
“wild man" and was not taken
seriously.

The consul had taken this as a de-
liberate provocation, but it had
not been taken seriously at the
time.

After Kennedy's assassination
Castro had come to suspect that
the effort to get Oswald into Cuba
was part of a right-wing conspir-
acy. . . . it would look as though
Castro had been responsible.

“. .. after such a plot had been
found out, we would be blamed—
for something we had nothing to
do with. . . . I think he was killed
by U.S. fascists—right-wing ele-
ments. . . ." ' :

There are severl good reasons for believing that Castro did in fact
make these statements to Hoover's informant and to Comer Clark

First, the general interpretation of the assassination attributed to him ¢
in both accounts is exactly what he has expressed other occasions. In |
1974, for instance, he told Frank Mankiewicz and Kirby Jones;
“[TThis man—Oswald . . . applied for a permit at the Cuban embassy

to travel to Cuba, and he was not given the permission. We had ng |
idea who he was. But I ask myself why would a man who commits

such an act try to come here. Sometimes we ask ourselves if someone
did not wish to involve Cuba in this, because I am under the impres-
sion that Kennedy’s assassination was organized by reactionaries in
the United States and that it ‘'was all a result of a conspiracy.

“What I can say is that he asked permission to travel to Cuba. Now,
imagine that by coincidence he had been granted this permit, that he
had visited Cuba for a few days, then returned to the United States
and killed Kennedy. That would have been material for a provoca-
tion."

But more important, the statements attributed to Oswald sound
authentic. Clark’s more detailed account fits in perfectly with Os.
wald’s past record and with his known situation at the time he ap-

Castro's Revelations ... 177

ed at the Cuban Embassy. For instance, Castro quoted ou.a&.a
o ““ﬁ:m he wanted to work for the Cubans. It now appears that this
;  was indeed Oswald's ambition, but few people realized that in 1967.
" There was certainly no hint of this in the Warren Report or the early
conspiracy books. Furthermore, if we accept that Castro’s warning
and the Sylvia Odio incident were fresh in his mind, it is _.nnmo_._uc_n
that Oswald might have said, “Someone ought to shoot that President
Kennedy,” and then add—as though the possibility had just occurred
¥ to him—"Maybe I'll try to do it.” Less than a week before this,
Leopoldo had rélayed a similar message to Odio. Oswald’s statement
1o the Cuban official that he wanted to “free Cuba from American
imperialism” sounds familiar as well. Leopoldo had quoted him as
saying that Kennedy was the one “who was .roESw :..." _...omno.n on.
Cuba, actually.” And Oswald had been speaking out against "Ameri-
can imperialism™ ever since his interviews with Johnson and Mosby
i w. .
E.._z._ﬂwmo threats echo similar statements he had made about Eisen-

hower and General Walker. To Oswald, these dissimilar men were
identical in one respect—they were leaders who abused their power
to exploit and oppress, or threatened to do so: .m_un_._._os_nn was “ex-
. ploiting the working class,” Walker was potentially n:oﬂun..“ Hitler—
i and he thought he would be “doing a justice to the peopie” if he got
rid of him. And now, President Kennedy, who Oms.u.E had once

N, believed might accept the status quo after the Bay of Pigs, had been m‘va-.z?
unmasked in Oswald’s mind as a danger to Cuba, someone who ought “mmve

m to be killed. .
wd
pfbe

5

Finally, there is another reason (o believe that Clark was telling the
truth, It appears that Consul Azcue did indeed consider Oswald a
wwild man"—otherwise, why would he have told Oswald that a per
son like him was hurting the Cuban revolution rather than helping it?

Thus, Comer Clark’s story contained a rich subtext Em. neither
Clark nor Castro coudl have known about. It doesn’t seem likely .z.::
Clark could have fabricated this story with its E«_‘,_mn of reflections
of Oswald's character and background. But after Em. mqan._uaon.un.
count of Castro’s revelation was published in the National Enquirer,
it sank without a trace until it was brought to light by Daniel Schorr

.in 1977-
By 1978 the situation had changed. The Garrison investigation had

long since collapsed into a fiasco, and the recent revelations about
CIA plots to murder Castro had given impetus to a new theory—that
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Kennedy’s death had been a Cuban retaliation for the murder plots.
Early that year the House Assassinations Committee sent a delegation
to Havana to meet with Castro. The congressmen and staff members
wanted to ask him about two incidents in particular: the warning he
had given to Daniel Harker about assassination plots in September
1963, and Comer Clark’s report.

When the delegation finally got to see him, Castro appeared to be
cooperative. Concerning the 1963 impromptu interview with Harker,
Castro insisted he had been misunderstood: “I did not mean to
threaten by that. , . . but rather, like a warning that we knew; that
we had news about it; and that to set those precedents of plotting the
assassination of leaders of other countries would be a very bad prece-
dent. . . . I didn't say it as a threat. I did not mean by that that we
were going to take measures—similar measures—like a retaliation for
that. . . . For 3 years, we had known there were plots against us. So
the conversation came about very casually, you know; but I would say
that all these plots or attempts were part of the everyday life.” He
added, “We were constantly arresting people trained by the CIA
. . . with explosives, with telescopic target rifles.”

Castro again made the reasonable argument that it would have been
madness for the Cubans to have plotted Kennedy's death, saying,
*“That would have been the most perfect pretext for the United States
to invade our country which is what I have tried to prevent for all
these years, in every possible sense"—an argument that was also
implied in a comment Clark quoted him as having made: “It could
have been an excuse for another invasion try.” In addition, Mankiew-
icz and Jones had quoted him as saying “That would have been
material for a provocation.” The Committee had no trouble accepting
this. A Cuban plot would have indeed been a reckless adventure, and
its discovery would probably have destroyed Cuba. Had Castro been
planning a retaliation in September 1963, he would hardly have talked
about it ahead of time to an American reporter.

But Castro's response to their second question took the delegation
by surprise. When he was asked about Oswald's reported threat
against President Kennedy at the embassy, Castro said, “This is ab-
surd. I didn't say that. It has been invented from beginning until the
end.” Castro denied that the interview ever took place. He suggested
that the journalist’s reputation should be investigated. (Clark had by
this time died.) Castro argued that Clark's story was implausible

"because, had the threat occurred, *'it would have been our moral duty

to inform the United States.”

1 . PR
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The Committee disagreed that Cuba would have been obligated to
report such a threat. Furthermore, it had access to “a highly confiden-
tial, but reliable source” that disputed Castro’s testimony. The source
reported that Oswald had *vowed in the presence of Cuban Consulate
officials to assassinate the President.” Nevertheless the Committee
ultimately accepted Castro’s denial. It decided “on balance” that 92?
Oswald didn’t voice a threat to Cuban officials. Its reasoning was
somewhat peculiar. The Committee argued in its report that Castro N
probably would not have lied to American congressmen, because Q -yt o
being caught in a lie would have been more dangerous than admitting
that Cuba had knowledge of Oswald’s threat—since being caught in
a lie might have raised sinister implications of direct Cuban involve- m

ment. %
Castro may have figured the odds differently. For if he had admit- .\&AP _»,

ted that the Clark interview was authentic he would have been lending 1.* r?v :
support to Schorr’s theory that his own wamning about assassination |
plots may have inspired Oswald. Thus, while it would have been in
Cuba’s interest to reveal Oswald’s threat at the time Jim Garrison was
arguing that the CIA had sent Oswald to Mexico City, it was now in
Cuba's interest to deny it.

Maurice Halperin has written of Fidel Castro, “Like all successful
political leaders. . . . he has been a disciple of Machiavelli, capable of
inconsistency, opportunism, and deceit but not for their own sake and
always weighing anticipated profits against costs in any political oper-
ation.” Halperin also noted that Fidel often said, *'We are not afraid
of danger. As a matter of fact, we thrive on it. And besides, everyone
has to die sooner or later.”

Had the Cuban premier besn an ordinary witness, the Committee
might have checked his story more carefully. To back up his argument
that the Clark interview never took place, Castro contended that it
wasn't easy to get an interview with him, that even a well-known
reporter like Bill Moyers had had difficulty arranging a meeting.
While this may well have been true of formal interviews, lengthy
impromptu conversations were something else again, as the Daniel
Harker and Laura Bergquist interviews demonstrate. (As a matter of
fact, it is odd that Castro should have made this argument during the
same meeting at which he explained that the warning Harker reported
was part of a conversation that “came about very casually.”)

Second, to refute Comer Clark’s claim that he had spoken with him
at a Havana mmwnﬁ:d told the Committee delegation that he

never went to public restaurants. Whether or not this was true when
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id it in 1978, it was certainly not true in earlier years. In 1974
ﬁuﬁ.ﬁ»ﬂhﬂ %Nme.wmmun writers Mankiewicz and Jones to an Arab
restaurant “in the middle of nowhere" and Bc_o.uavvmn to greet all
the patrons. And in Castro’s Cuba, Cuba’s Fidel, published in 1967,
Lee Lockwood described how Castro drove around n..:bﬁ:n suburb
after midnight until he found an “all-night pizzena where nuwﬂu_.m.
Lockwood, and the Swiss ambassador talked .».o.. an hour and a hall.

Mankiewicz and Jones later wrote, “Fidel is a former trial lawyer
and he shows it. All his arguments follow a ..ﬁno?..? structured
presentation. By the time he has built his case, if you nm. not inﬁr
out, he has you convinced of things you do not believe.
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13... October 1963—Reading be-
tween the Lines

OZm can only guess at Oswald’s thoughts on the long bus ride back
to Dallas. It seems clear that he was genuinely disappointed and angry
about the red tape he had run into at the Mexican embassies.

Oswald’s life was a constant circling over the same ground. His
quarrel with Azcue might have reminded him of the trouble he'd had
getting the Russians to accept him—or of the angry scene at the
American Embassy when he tried to give up his citizenship. Bureau-
crats were always blocking his path, and whenever he was thwarted
he usually reacted with outrage or with some kind of dramatic manip-
ulation. But apparently nothing he tried in Mexico worked.

When his first defection hadn't given him what he wanted he came
back, much the same as he was, and tried again. One might expect

" a similar reaction to this latest setback. Oswald seldom gave up on an

idea. Faced with an obstacle he maneuvered around it, but he had
never reversed his direction.

But first, there were other matters to attend to. The Warren Com-
mission calculated that Oswald had about $129 left when he returned
from Mexico. As soon as he arrived in Dallas on October 3, he filed
a claim for his last unemployment check. He spent the night at the
Y, and the next day began looking for work. He applied for a job with
the Padgett Printing Corporation, and only afterward did he call
Marina and hitchhike out to the Paine house in Irving.

When they were alone he told Marina about his recent disappoint-
ment at the Cuban Embassy: “Ah, they’'re such terrible bureaucrats
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that nothing came of it after all.” He gave her the impression he'd
changed his mind about going to Cuba and sending her to Russia.
According to the Warren Report, Oswald had apparently lost his
enthusiasm for the Castro regime and had given up his plans to goto
Cuba. McMillan agrees. She wrote that after returning from Mexico,
“Lee’s disenchantment with Castro and Cuba was complete. He never
again talked about “Uncle Fidel,” nor sang the song 'Viva Fidel," as
he used to. . . .” But a part of Marina’s testimony disputes this. She
told the Commission that, after Lee came back to Dallas, “this was
his favorite subject, Cuba, and he was quite—a little bit cracked about
it, crazy about Cuba.”

It was agreed that Marina would stay on at Ruth's until after the
baby was born while Oswald took a room in Oak CIff. The Padgett
company job fell through when one of the owners of Jaggars-Chiles-
Stovall recommended against him, saying he was a troublemaker with
“communist tendencies,” and several other applications brought no
offers. At the end of his first week at the rooming house, Oswald's
landlady decided she didn’t want to rent to him any longer. (“I didn’t
like his attitude. He was just kind of like this, you know, just big shot.
-« . Just didn’t want him around me.”) When Oswald moved into
another rooming house, he signed the register as O.H. Lee.

In a letter to her mother on October 14, Ruth mentioned that Lee
was looking for work in Dallas,

... He spent last weekend & the one before with us here and was a happy
addition o our expanded family. He played with Chris [Ruth's son],
watched football on TV, planed down the doors that wouldn’t close, and
generally added a needed masculine flavor. From a poor first impression
1 have come to like him. . . .

If Lee can just find work that will help so much. Meantime, [ started
giving him driving lessons last Sunday (yesterday). If he can drive this
will open up more job possibilities & more locations.

I feel committed to seeing Marina & Lee through this difficult period
in their lives, This may mean (tho' I think it somewhat unlikely) having
her & the babies here until spring if Lee has to go East or somewhere
looking for work.

What I would like most is Marina to stay through Christmas (which
she has never celebrated—at least American style) then have you in Feb,

Later that day she and Marina had coffee at a neighbor’s house, and
one of the women there, hearing that Lee needed a job, suggested he
might try the place where her brother, Wesley Frazier, worked—the
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Texas School Book Depository. When Oswald telephoned that eve-
ning, Ruth told him about this possibility, and he applied the next
day. The superintendent, Roy S. Truly, later said, “He looked like a
nice young fellow to me—he was quiet and well mannered. He used
the word ‘sir,” you know, which a lot of them don't do at this time.”
Truly told him he could start work the following day as temporary
help, filling book orders at s1.25 an hour.

In the days ahead Oswald would often read a local newspaper
during his break in the Depository lunchroom. One of his co-workers
once noticed him reading something about politics. On the weekends
he got-a ride to Ruth’s house with Wesley Frazier, and he would read
newspapers there, as well. There was a good deal going on that might
have interested him. On October 8 President Kennedy signed the
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty with the Soviet Union. Cuba immediately
denounced the treaty, contending that while the U.S. was making an
agreement with the Soviet Union, it was increasing its acts of sabotage
against Oncu. Kennedy was meanwhile trying to prod the Russians
into getting their troops out of Cuba. There were also several newspa-
per reports on pro-Castro terrorist attacks going on in Venezuela. In
South Vietnam the political situation was deteriorating. For some
time the American government had been attempting to get Premier
Ngo Dinh Diem to make peace with his Buddhist opponents and get
on with the real war against the Communists,

During the weekends Oswald spent at Ruth’s he sometimes talked
with Michael Paine, who, although separated from his wife, spent part
of his weekends there. Michael didn't notice any change in Oswald’s
political views since he last saw him in April. Oswald’s major theme
remained the exploitation of man by man, which he called an unfor-
givable moral sin. Not only did Oswald feel that American workers
were exploited, Paine said, but “he also thought they were brain-
washed . . . that churches were all alike, all the religious sects were
the same and they were all apparatus of the power structure to main-
tain itself in power.” When Paine pointed out that his church was
financed by people like himself, Oswald just shrugged. Paine said, *
.« . his views still stood and it also permitted him, I think, gave him
the moral ground to dismiss my arguments because | was here just
a product of my environment . . . and therefore | was just spouting
the line that was fed me by the power structure.” )

Despite Lee's pious concern for the working man, Michael ob-
served that, with the exception of his daughter June, “people were like
cardboard™ to him. People were either stupid or malicious—the ex-
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ploited or the exploiters. As for the president, he got the impressioq mw.
that Oswald “didn’t like anybody,” but that he disliked Kennedy lesy ..
than the politicians to the right of Kennedy. (After one of their F.
conversations, Oswald told Marina that Michael didn’t understang
anything about politics. Michael had religion, he said, but he had np [

philosophy.) :

Like de Mohrenschildt, Paine saw Oswald as a revolutionary—
someone who assumed that “the church and the power structure and {.
our education was all the same vile system and therefore there would

have to be an overthrow of the whole thing.” Michael thought Oswald

had “unreasonable and unrealistic and pervasive” feelings of hostility ¥

toward American society in general. He testified, “I thought that he
was of the mind that something small or evolutionary changes were
never going to have any effect. It had to be, though he never revealed
to me what kind of actions or policies he would have advocated or did
advocate . . . it had to be of a rather drastic nature, where kindness
or good feclings should not stand in the way of those actions.” When
Paine felt moved to say that his own values were diminished in
situation of violence, Oswald, in obvious disagreement, remained s
lent.

Michael also noticed that Oswald sometimes got “hot under the
collar” but exerted self-control as though he had had considerable
practice in holding his position firmly and not getting ruffled, It
reminded him of the movie about Lawrence ol Arabia, when Law.
rence held a match while it burned down to his fingers and said that
“you just learn how to stand the pain.”

Despite the theoretical talk about violence and revolution, neither
Michael nor Ruth had any idea that Oswald was capable of acting on

these beliefs. They had no idea he had once tried to assassinate Walker 1

—or that the weapon he used now lay disassembled and wra in i
A oF 5 Peed in . . pewspaper’s call to political action had given him a sanction of some

a blanket among other belongings of the Oswalds in their garage.
Michael had moved the bundle out of his way a couple of times and
imagined that it contained camping equipment.

When Oswald left New Orleans he had given Ruth’s address to the

post office as his forwarding address, where he continued to receive *
his copies of The Worker and The Militant as well as the Russian |
magazines he subscribed to, and Time. The Commission asked Mi- |

chael Paine if he had ever discussed these publications with Oswald.

A. Yes, we talked with regard to the . . . Worker. He said that
-+ . you could tell what they wanted you to do by reading between the
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jines, reading the thing and doing a little reading between the lines. He
then gave me an issue to look and see.

Michael took the paper and glanced over it, thinking to himself,
“Here is a person who is pretty, well, out-of it again if this is the way
he gets his communications from wnpnn_zunh_..u... It suggested to him
that Oswald “wanted to be a party to something or a part of a group
that had objectives.” This conversation happened “fairly soon wmn_.
his coming back, so let's say the middle of October.” He didn't
remember which issue of The Worker it was. .
The Commission questioned him further about the incident.

Q. Did you draw any inference at the time as a result of this conversa-
tion with Oswald?

A. Well, it made me realize that he would ike to be active in some
kind of—activist. It made me also fezl that he wasn't very well con-
pected with a group or he wouldn't have such a tenuous way of commu-
pication, and I thought it was rather childish . . . to think that this was
his bona fide way of being a member of this Communist cause or jome-

thing.

This was the situation Oswald was in—the situation he had been
in since he tried to join the Communist cause in New Orleans t__ma
he was sixteen. He had recently failed to reach “headquarters” in
Cuba. Operating on his own, he had to obtain his ideas by reading
petween the lines of The Worker and other newspapers. Not that he
saw these ideas as literal messages to him—~Paine did not think he was
irrational. Oswald simply thought he was smart enough to deduce
what was going on in the world and decide what to do about it. But
Oswald's statement about The Worker suggests that he believed the

kind to act against Walker.

The call to revolutionary violence was not entirely in Oswald’s
imagination. An October 1963 issue of The Militant contained a major
speech by Castro entitled *“What is Our Line? The Line of Consistent
Anti-Imperialism.” Speaking just after the failure of a leftist coup
attempt in Santo Domingo, Castro pointed to “a great lesson for the
Dominican people and for all the peoples, that there is only one way,
there is only one remedy: to liquidate the militarists, to fight the
militarists, to defeat the militarists and shoot their leaders. . . . We
must know how imperialism is trying to tighten the knot, when the
imperialists are launching a counter-revolutionary offensive. They do
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not impress us. We are already veterans in this struggle. . . . But we
must know what our duties are in the struggle against the counter. §
revolutionary offensive of imperialism and in the struggle for the E.
economy. With the rifle and the work-tool, the work-tool and the rifie, £

with these, with both, we must bring our victory.”

Friday, October 18, was Oswald’s twenty-fourth birthday, and &

when he arrived in Irving Marina and Ruth surprised him with a cake

and wine. He seemed touched and self-conscious. Lee and Maring L.
were getting along well. Michael noticed that she sometimes sat in his §

lap and whispered “sweet nothings” in his ear. On the day following
his birthday they went into the living room after supper to watch
television together. Marina lay with her head in his lap, half-asleep,
while he watched two old movies. Occasionally she felt him sit up
straight and strain toward the television set, greatly excited.

What was he watching that caused this unusual reaction? By an
eerie coincidence, the double feature he had chosen echoed the theme
of Castro's public warning: murder plots against Cuban leaders could
lead 1o a retaliation.

The first movie was Suddenly, in which Frank Sinatra played an
ex-GI who planned to shoot an American president. Sinatra’s charac-
ter took over a house overlooking a railroad station. Holding a rifle,
he waited at a window for the president's train to arrive. But at the
end, the train passed by without stopping and Sinatra was killed. The
second movie, We Were Strangers, was based on the overthrow of
Cuba’s Machado regime in 1933. John Garfield played an American
who had gone to Cuba to help a group of rebels assassinate the Cuban
dictator by digging a tunnel and planting explosives.

Oswald’s strong reaction to these films made an impression on his
wife. A Secret Service report two weeks after the assassination quotes
her as saying that her husband had seen a movie on TV “depicting
a plot to kill a Cuban dictator with a bomb where the plotters had to
dig a tunnel and that Lee did not like the picture as he said that was
the way they did it in the old days.” She later testified, “One film about
the assassination of the president in Cuba, which I had seen together
with him, he said that this was a fictitious situation, but that the
content of the film was similar to the actual situation which existed
in Cuba, meaning the revolution in Cuba.”

Q. Do you recall anything else he said about either of these films?
A. Nothing else. He didn't tell me anything else. He talked to Ruth
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. ish. [So
words. Perhaps she knows more. . . . They spoke in English. [
m-wnﬂ the record shows, Ruth was never asked about this.]

ina's testimony was revealed, the movie dealing .s&__ an
Eﬁﬁwﬂ%&ﬂu? Ewﬁ«umuhaon. Suddenly, received considerable
attention in the press. But the other .En.,Snl.En one.Oswald wonﬂ.
mented on—did not. Since the Commission staff was unaware m_w e
lots to murder Castro, Oswald’s statements attracted no :umq
“_E.nu:. Apparently even Marina n&:...w&.m En_nm..."uan_ ﬂrnmrh
meant. For Oswald, however, “the revolution in Cuba” was the C:
tro revolution, not only his takeover of power but the noun:mE:w
social revolution. The most reasonable explanation for Oswald’s re-
marks is that he saw the parallels between &5 movie and the Ameri-
can-backed plots against Castro. The movie was a mn:canrnwﬂ_ m..n
count of the actual situation which existed in Cuba—except that the
methods shown were out of date. That observation, in turn, suggests

that Oswald somehow knew of the methods being used in ongoing

Eﬂawnmnqn that, together with the two recent threats he made against
President Kennedy's life, this excited reaction mﬂ%
indicate that Oswald was, in fact, aware of Castro’s warning about
American-backed plots to assassinate him. .En was excited because the
double feature had practically read his mind. Oo__.mnan:ns like :._E
one can make almost anyone believe that fate has intervened. If 'm
right, these two movies must have Smﬂnn_ like a tug at his sleeve.

On the next night, a Sunday, Marina’s labor pains began. Ruth
drove her to the hospital while Oswald stayed _un_.E.n to babysit June
and the Paine children. When Ruth _.nE:..u@. the n____ﬂ_.ﬂn: were in cnm
and Oswald was in his room. Although his light was still on, he didn’t
come out to ask her about ZE.EF. Shortly .5.2. eleven .w:& called
the hospital and was told that Marina had nn_:..nqna a girl. By Enu_m
Oswald’s light was out. Much annoyed, Ruth decided he might as we
wait until the following morning to hear =:,= he was a [ather again.
Evidently, Oswald was extremely preoccupied.

at this point, there are signs that Oswald hadn't yet made his
%MHH_P The Wﬂﬂﬁni.u tentative plans to visit Dallas had been
announced, but the visit would not be made definite until November
g, and even then there was no word of a BoSBwn.n. .
' During the next two weeks Oswald qﬂza&.r_m old routine of
building his political credentials, and he once again turned his atten-
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tion to Edwin A. Walker. On Wednesday, October 23, he attended a
large right-wing rally at which Walker spoke. The next evening some
of Walker's followers created a national furor by jostling and spitting
on the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, Adlai Stevenson. Over
dinner at the Pains’ that Friday, Oswald mentioned going to the
Walker rally. Michael, who was also interested in finding out more
about the Far Right, gathered that Lee was going around to right-
wing groups to familiarize himself with them. That evening Michael
was going to an American Civil Liberties Union meeting and invited
Oswald to come along.

During the meeting one of the speakers made the remark that all
members of the John Birch Society shouldn't be considered anti-
Semitic. “Lee at this point got up,” Paine recalled, 'speaking loud and
clear and coherently, saying that . . . he had been to this meeting of
the right-wing group the night before or two nights before and he
refuted this statement, saying names and saying how . . . people on
the platform speaking for the Birch Society had said anti-Semitic
things and also anti-Catholic statements.” One of the names Oswald
mentioned was Walker’s.

A friend and co-worker of Paine’s, Frank Krystinik, was at the
ACLU meeting and heard Oswald’s remarks. He got the impression
that Qswald was “stirring in dirty thoughts that you shouldn't like
General Walker. He didn't say General Walker is a bad guy. He just
made comments that General Walker is anti-Semitic and anti-Cath-
olic and he was spreading a little seed of thought.”

After the formal meeting broke up, discussion continued over
coffee. Krystinik joined Oswald and Paine at the back of the room,
and approached Lee by saying that Michael had told him a bit about
his political background. Knowing that Frank was about to defend
free enterprise, Michael excused himself, because he had heard it all
before. Krystinik asked Oswald what Russia had to offer that was
better than he could find in the United States, and recalled, “He kind
of shrugged his shoulders and didn't make any particular comment
then.” Frank mentioned that he had met Marina and June at the
Paines’ and told him he should be “real proud of them"—to which
Oswald replied that they were nice, and let it go at that. Soon they
were debating about capitalism. Krystinik told him he was an em-
ployer and paid two men 33 an hour and made $4, but he bought the

machinery and material. Oswald said he was exploiting labor but,
“That is all right for you. In your society it is not a crime.”

Frank sensed that Oswald was talking down to him and acting “as |
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if he had complete command of the ar
¢ i . gument.” He felt th
n.owﬁmn_”w H_.q_u ::”: m__mncuu__...n_s when he thought he had _H_hﬂh_“””_“..pﬂw
swald wouldn't accept his opinion. Lee “t i
E___a ﬁMME g0 down a different avenue.” Frank nm«ﬁ:—uﬂﬂmhﬂ“%
n_. ”nn ,.oE _-E_ that Oswald was interesting to talk to but that once
Enun .S.w“ his piece, he got very repetitive—he “had a certain fixed
A.Wn _ME mind, and was reluctant to have it improved or changed.”
. u”& u Mnﬂwﬂw h..ﬂ&nﬂ_ Kennedy’s name was mentioned Omﬂmr_
e Kennedy was doing “a real fine job™ in civil ri
I..wn...w.uns._._n thought En.~ _u..“ placed a special nEv:m_bmm o_“_ HM_WMWHH“
m_unn__. it. (There was continuing racial violence the South. The month
_Sun”nn.w several black children were killed in the bombing of a Birming-
e :”u urch. ..uwm %.aln.ns.m position was that the president and the .
. .unw mnnnn weren't taking a strong enough stand against the
”M«O%ﬂ mwngﬂch:w mn%ﬁnm ﬂw: interrupted their discussion, and he
talked about civil rights and Cuba. Before the i
ended Oui“n Wwent 10 speak to the man who had operated EW”M__MN
wa._mn_—na_. that night and asked him how the projector worked. Then
e picked up an application form for membership in the >Q.“C As
”_o._nn_nﬂ.nnﬂw m%..:.nrm:ww_._u door, Krystinik joked to Paine, *We are wﬁ.._. ng
: 18 boy up in business and convert him,”
Ems_n..on_ __m.E_S “The money might 845."._“_9“”.5. EE g
_“o:ﬁ drive r.o_.sn._.m_n.n explained that the function of the ACLU
!B... protect civil liberties. Ouﬂw_n told him that he couldn't join
ucmom an organization because it didn't have political objectives, He
ssked Michiel i he knew the older man he had been talking to. Paine
. e said the man seemed to be friend] ;
rather he said, ‘Do you think that man s 2 Communisy arq e,
rathe 0 mmunist? i
_.Mo. And .rm: he said something, 'I think he is.’ .ﬂ_am: _.”Mwn_n__ wﬂn
wi :z. nﬂ:u I think he said something in regard to Cuba or sympath
with Cuba, and n.sn I thought to myself, well, that is rather fe E«
%m:«ﬂ for proving a Communist, e
“But he seemed to have the attitude of, felt he w.
1 A anted
%M__ M_._wﬁu:.__ﬂ.ﬂﬂ “m.m ﬂnﬁ& :_“ have met him." And once an_:.hn _.uw_r_wn.
. is the way he has to i i
noanu”an __,MEE the Oo.:ﬂ:w.wﬂ group w__uu Ww:”ﬂ.mosacasa. v
Jswald now gave some thought to how he might ic
Qm._ _nman:-n- Union. On Zo..nEun.. 1 he EEW% in .._n“ U”MWWM:J.:
EM.OM.N_ he had :___E.a with him and rented a post office box Ewwa_-
En. e and n.._n _uE.n Play for Cuba Committee as onmmi.u...:o__m
which might receive mail at that box. On the same day he sent another
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letter to Arnold Johnson, the Communist party official in New York.
Even allowing for Oswald's deviousness, it doesn’t sound like some-
one actively planning an assassination: ) '

. . . [ have settled in Dallas Texas for the time.

Through a friend, I have been introduced into the American Civil
Liberties Union local chapter, which holds monthly meetings on the
campus of Southern Methodist University. A

The first meeting 1 attended was on October 25th, a film was shown
and afterwards a very critical discussion of the ultraright in Dallas.

On October 23rd, 1 had attended a ultra-right meeting headed by
General Edwin A. Walker, who lives in Dallas.

This meeting preceded by one day the attack on A. E. Stevenson at
the United Nations Day meeting at which he spoke.

As you can see, political friction between “left” and “right"” is very
great here.

Could you advise me as to the general view we have on the American
Civil Liberties Union?

And to what degree, if any, I should attempt to heighten its progres-
sive tendencies?

This Dallas branch of the A.C.L.U. is firmly in the hands of “liberal"
professional people, (a minister and two Law professors conducted the
Oct. 25th meeting.) However, some of those present showed marked
class-awareness and insight. ‘

Oswald seemed about to launch another campaign of “above-
ground” political work involving the Fair Play Committee and the
ACLU. But when he arrived at the Paine house that afternoon, he
learned that the FBI had been there looking for him.

During October, William Attwood continued his effort to open a
line of communication with Cuba. So far, he had gotten little response
form Cuban officials. In mid-October Attwood and the president’s
friend Ben Bradlee, then with Newsweek, urged Kennedy to meet with
Jean Daniel, a French journalist who was on his way to Havana to
speak with Castro—perhaps the president could convey a personal
message to Fidel. Kennedy saw Daniel on October 24, and gave him
his views on Cuba. He told Daniel that he understood the Cubans’
desire for a genuine revolution after the Batista regime, which the
Americans had wrongly supported, but that the United States
couldn’t tolerate Communist subversion in Latin America. The prob-
lem, he said, was that Castro had betrayed the revolution by becoming
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ug Soviet agent in Latin America.” Kennedy asked Daniel to come
pack to see him after he talked with Castro, and Daniel understood
that he was to be an “unofficial envoy.”

Meanwhile, CIA officials again met with AM/ LASH. dﬁ Cuban
was told that his proposal for a coup was under consideration. AM/-
LASH requested a meeting with Robert Kennedy to anAE assur-
ances of high-level American support. Instead, U.un..oE._ Fitzgerald,
the senior official of the CIA section handling Cuba, decided to meet
with AM/LASH personally on October 29. Fitzgerald used an alias
gnd was introduced as a * sentative” of the attorney
general. Fitzgerald indicated that the United States would support a
zoup but drew the line at providing a high-powered rifle with a
telescopic sight, the assassination weapon AM/LASH had q.on__._.u»nn.

But in early November AM/LASH’s case officer was .n_:onnnn_ to
inform the Cuban he would be given the rifles and explosives he had

asked for.
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H...u_ agent James Hosty wanted very much to speak to Lee Harvey
Oswald. The FBI had lost track of him when he left New Orleans, On
October 3 the New Orleans office advised Hosty that Marina hag
recently left town in a station wagon with a Texas license plate
“driven by a woman who could speak the Russian language,” and that
Lee Oswald had remained behind and then disappeared the next day,
(This information apparently came form a neighbor.) Hosty was
asked to try to locate Lee and Marina Oswald. He had then checkeqd
their old neighborhood in Dallas and contacted Robert Oswald, byt
came up empty.

On October 25 his interest in Oswald intensified considerably whep

New Orleans advised him that it had been informed by the CIA that .

Oswald had been in touch with the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City
in early October. Hosty’s worry now was that the Russians might
have recruited Oswald for espionage. Four days later New Orleans
sent him the forwarding address Oswald had left with the post office
—2515 West Fifth Street in Irving, Ruth Paine’s home. Hosty immedi.
ately checked out the Paines and found that they were reputable. Ruth
was said to be a Quaker and a “kindly” lady.

On November 1 Hosty went to her house to find Oswald. Ruth wag
cordial and invited him in, but she didn't know Oswald’s rooming
house address. She knew the phone number, but didn’t think to offer
that, and Hosty didn't request it. When Hosty asked if she knew
where Oswald worked, Ruth hesitated. She explained that Les had
told her the FBI had gotten him fired from jobs in the past. Hosty
assured her that this wasn't so, that the agency never interviewed
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ir jobs, and that he wanted to know where Oswald
%o_.ﬂ_“n-aw .m_ww .m..—.._m.nuiwu employed in a sensitive industry. .z.:E told
= and when Hosty realized that Oswald was 2 laborer in a ware-
"H.rn he was relieved—Oswald wasn’t in a position to commit espio-
Eﬂrﬂnﬁmﬂ.ﬁﬁo talking, Marina walked into the room. When Ruth
. oduced Hosty as an FBI agent, Marina ._oorn.u_ alarmed. Hosty
. ght she reacted like other people he had Ea.nﬂ._aion_ from Soviet
Eo:noE:mnm who seemed to be afraid of any kind of vo__o.a. But this
- nly part of the reason. Marina knew her husband’s attitude
M-“uwm w.wu FBI, and something of that attitude had rubbed off on her.
Using Ruth as an interpreter, Hosty tried to reassure her. He told her
that his duty was to protect people and that :..w:wwun &515 ever .“.._M ‘
{0 pul pressure on her by threatening her relatives in Russia she co
come to the FBI for help.
Hosty mentioned Oaiw%....
mp!ﬁ-ﬁ.::»oﬂ”_wmnwwhﬁn m”_.anowﬁa enough to tell him that Lee was no
longer passing out his pro-Castro leaflets. As Ruth _.nmunﬁ.um_.a_m it,
Marina also told Hosty that she thought Castro wasn't getting fair
treatment in the American press. Before he left, Hosty gave Ruth r__m
office address and telephone number, which she would give to Oswa
Eﬂxnwm.ouina arrived a few hours later, Marina told him an FBI
agent had been there looking for him. Irritated and upset, he ques-
nﬂnon her in private, going over exactly what rwnm been said. He was
especially concerned and suspicious about Hosty’s remark that Ma-
rina could go to the FBI for help if she needed it. an_.__F__ _.aw_m.s
that he told Marina, *You fool. Don't you sec? He doesn’t care about
our rights. He comes because it's his job. You have no idea how "_o
m_-_w to the FBI. As usual, you were probably too polite. You can’t
afford to let them see your weaknesses.” ﬁmin:sﬁQ& her Em: if
she ever agreed to let the FBI “protect her rights,” she would get into
trouble with the Soviet Embassy. Even as he spoke Marina could tell
that he was inwardly calculating at great speed and trying to no:hnnh
his anxiety. Oswald instructed his wife that if ERQ.REB&. she
should take down his license plate number. That way, if Oswald saw
pis car parked near Ruth’s house, he would be forewarned. He now
had to think of some way to handle :um FBL . "
One should keep in mind Oswald’s wE.an toward authority, as he
had demonstrated in fhe past. Oswald evidently felt he should be able
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1

to do whatever he wantef without interference. When he was inter-
fered with, he consid it a personal affront and often took his
i i ority. He believed that what he was doing
was right, even when his actions were “illegal.” Thus, for example,
he could threaten to give away military secrets in one breath and
charge that his legal 1 i imself was being denied him
or he was going to ask
his new government to lodge a formal protest. Alter deciding to leave
Russia, he expected the Americans to do everything they could to help

= was always right, anyone who opposed him was wrong.

On that weekend there was a crisis in South Vietnam. On Novem-
ber 2 an army coup ousted President Diem, and Diem and his brother
were assassinated. At home, a front pageMorning News headline on
November 4 announced, “President in Dallas.” The story said that
the president was tentatively scheduled to attend a noon luncheon in
Dallas on November 21 or 22. -

On November 5, Hosty passed through Irving with another agent
en route to Fort Worth and stopped by to speak briefly with' Ruth.
She still hadn't found out Oswald’s address in Oak CIiff, but she told
him that when the Oswalds moved into an apartment again, as she
expected, she would be perfectly willing to give him that address.
During their conversation Ruth commented that she thought Oswald
was a Trotskyite. When Hosty asked her if she thought this was a
mental problem, Ruth said that she didn't understand the mental
processes of a Marxist, but that “this was far different from saying he
F was mentally unstable or unable to conduct himself in normal soci-
3 ety.” Ruth later testified, "I was not at all worried about ideology

contrary to my own or with which I disagreed, and it looked to me
that he was a person of this ideology or philosophy which he calls
Marxism, indeed nearly a religion,” but that she didn't think him
dangerous because of these beliefs.

While Ruth was speaking with Hosty, Marina slipped out the back
door and memorized the license number of his car. She had also
overheard and understood a part of their conversation. Ruth testified
that during that day or the next, while they were doing dishes, Marina
told her “she felt their address was their business. . . . and she made
it plain that this was a matter of privacy for them. This surprised me.
She had never spoken to me this way before, and 1 didn’t see that it
made any difference.” :

‘When Oswald returned to Irving on Friday the 8th, he was greeted

him. In his logic, there was no inconsistency in any of this. Since he '

with the unwelcome news of Hosty’s return visit. When Ruth told him
Hosty had asked if this was a mental problem Lee “gave no reply but
more a scoffing laugh, hardly voiced.” He said, “They are trying to
inhibit my activities.” Ruth replied, *“You have your righis to your
. views, whether they are popular or not.” She was thinking in terms
of his handing out pamphlets or expressing a belief in Fidel Castro.
But privately she also thought that with his background as a defector
he ought to expect the FBI to be interested in him. She suggested that
. he go see Hosty and tell him whatever he wanted to know. Of course,
this was exactly what he could not do. But he said that he had stopped
at the downtown office of the FBI and left a note.
The front-page story that day was again the president’s trip to
Dallas. Two luncheon sites, one of them the Trade Mart, were under
iderati ades were yet being planned.
osty’s receptionisiNanny Lee Fenner, recalled that
(Pswald had come into the FBI office on Commerce Street two or three
weeks before the assassination. He looked *fidgety” and asked to
speak with Hosty. Informed that he wasn't in, Oswald handed her a
business-size envelope with the word “Hosty” written on it and
walked out. Hosty later admitted that he had destroyed the note inside
after Oswald’s death, on orders from his Dallas superior, J. Gordon
Shanklin, {Shanklin was evidently concerned that the note would
suggest that the FBI hadn't kept a careful enough eye on the presi-
ent’s assassin.) In 1975 Hosty told the Church committee that the
note read, roughly:

P T T

a0 pa

=” you have anything you want o learn about me, come talk to me
directly. If you don't cease bothering my wife, I will take appropriate -
action and report this to proper authorities.'

Hosty put the note in his workbox, where it remained until the day
of the assassination.

On Saturday the gth Oswald borrowed Ruth’s typewriter to com-
pose a letter to the Soviet Embassy in Washington. It was 4 character-
istic mixture of guile and ingratiation.

This is to inform you of recent events since my meetings with comrade
Kostin in the Embassy of the Soviet Union, Mexico City, Mexico.

I was unable to remain in Mexico indefinitely because of my Mexican

visa nﬁ»ln.:o:a which was for 15 days only. I could not take a chance

m on requesting a new visa unless 1 used my real name, so [ returned to

3 :
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the United States.

I had not planned to contact the Soviet Embassy in Mexico, so they
were unprepared, had [ been able to reach the Soviet Embassy in Havana
as planned, the Embassy there would have had time to complete our
business.

Of course the Soviet Embassy was not at fault, they were, as [ say
unprepared, the Cuban [consul] was guilty of a gross breach of regula.
tions, I am glad he has since been replaced.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is not now interested in my
activities inthe progressive organization “Fair Play for Cuba Commit.
tee," of which I was secretary in New Orleans (state Louisiana) since
I no longer reside in that state. However, the FBI has visited us here
in Dallas, Texas, on November ist. Agent James F. Hasty [sic] warned
me that if I engaged in F.P.C.C. activities in Texas the F.B.I. will again
take an “interest™ in me.

This agent also “suggested” to Marina Nichilayeva that she could
remain i the United States under F.B.I. “protection,” that is, she could
defect from the Soviet Union, of course, [ and my wife strongly protested
these tactics by the notorious F.B.L

Please advise us of the arrival of our Soviet entrance visas as soon as
they come. :

+ Also, this is to inform you of the birth, on October 20, 1963 of
mn.m_nr.n.. AUDREY MARINA OSWALD in DALLAS TEXAS to my
wife,

Several points should be made. On his application at the Cuban
Embassy, Silvia Duran had written, “He appeared at the Embassy of
the U.S.5.R. in this city and requested that his visa be sent to the
Soviet Embassy in Cuba"—thus Oswald's reference to completing
their business in Havana.

Second, Oswald went out of his way to assure the Russian officials
in Washington that he didn’t hold the Soviet Embassy responsible for
his difficulties in Mexico City. It was as though he was afraid they
might have gotten the “wrong™ impression. In Mexico he had con.
tacted the Soviet Embassy several times after learning there would be
a four-month delay in geiting a visa. He probably showed his anger
there as he had at the Cuban Embassy. Thus, he may have had some
fence-mending to do: “They were unprepared,” “Of course the Soviet
Embassy was not at fault,” and so on.

Consul Azcue had been replaced before Oswald's in-transit visa wag

conditionally approved on October 15—but how did Oswald know
this? Azcue's replacement, Alfredo Mirabel, had been in the consul’s
office when Oswald had his quarrel with Azcue, and it's quite possible
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he picked up the information that Azcue was leaving from Duran or
someone clse at that time. But it's also conceivable that Oswald
checked back with Duran about his visa after he returned to Dallas
__she said she couldn't remember if he had ever called her or not—
and learned that Azcue was no longer there. Zﬂaoc.mu _.__n_,n s w&:.:-
tedly no evidence of a phone call or other communication, this slim

ibility might explain why he was now renewing his request for
Soviet visas. Obtaining them would clear the path to Cuba. In any
case, Oswald said nothing to Marina about this new request for Soviet
entrance visas. Perhaps he wanted no arguments from her until the
arrangements were an accomplished fact. With the FBI pursuing him,
he may have wanted an exit out of the country, if he needed it.

Finally, Oswald had given his own interpretation to what moﬂ.w
1old Marina. Hosty hadn't suggested that she “defect,” and he hadn't
wwarned” Oswald of anything—Hosty hadn't, of course, even seen
Oswald on November 1. But Oswald had found a way to use even the
FBI's renewed interest in him to his advantage. By making it appear
(hat a Soviet citizen was being harassed, he could perhaps speed up

long-awaited visas.

Eomoa Bnu day he began working on this letter, Ruth drove Lee,
Marina, and the children to a shopping center where Oswald could
apply for a learner’s permit to drive a car. But since it was an ¢lection
day, the driver’s license bureau was closed. Ruth recalled that on the
way home, “Lee was as gay as I have ever seen him. . ... He mE_w.._._o
joked, he made puns, or he made up songs mutilating :.5. Russian
language, which tickled and pained Marina, both at once.’

Oswald stayed over an extra night on that Veteran's Day weekend,
and when he called Marina the following Thursday she suggested he
not come out that week—he may have overstayed mwn last time, and
besides, Ruth was giving one of her children a birthday party on
Saturday. Oswald agreed. On Saturday morning he went back to the
license bureau alone and filled out an application for a learner’s per-

There was(StilDno indication that Oswald was planning the presi-
dent’s assassination. On the same morning, November 16, the Morning
News announced that the president would “drive west on Main Street
at noon next Friday while en route to a luncheon at the Un_._n.u ,_..E.n_...
Mart beside Stemmons Freeway.” From this a reader familiar with
the downtown streets might have deduced Ewn.:ﬁ motorcade would
have to pass by the Depository, but the president’s route was not
explicit. Another front-page headline the next day said, “Incident-




