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"I have never found persuasive any of the 'conspiracy 

theories' about President K
ennedy's m

urder, and 
despite the deficiencies of the W

arren R
eport, I have 

alw
ays believed L

ee O
sw

ald w
as the lone assassin. 

O
sw

ald's G
am

e com
es as near proving it and provid-

ing the long-sought m
otive as perhaps any investiga-

tion ever w
ill." 

—
T

orn W
icker 

"For tw
enty years w

e have been subjected to a variety 

of w
ooly-headed conspiracy theories about President 

K
ennedy's assassination. Jean D

avison has stripped 

aw
ay the em

otionalism
 and inaccuracies to present us 

w
ith very persuasive evidence that O

sw
ald w

as the 
lone assassin, on his ow

n but influenced by his adm
i-

ration for Fidel C
astro. She carefully traces O

sw
ald's 

character and the circum
stances surrounding JFK

's 
death. T

his is a fascinating and im
portant book." 

—
M

arianne M
eans, colum

nist, K
ing F

eatures 
syndicate and H

earst new
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8... O
sw

ald
's G

am
e 

that offer a path. H
er product, as a result, has lucidity and O

sw
ald 

em
erges as the protagonist of a novel, rather than as a set of forced 

conclusions by com
m

ittee. H
er w

ork, in short, has conviction, and 
offers us a recognizable O

sw
ald, a desperately fouled-up young psy-

chopath, full of brilliance, arrogance, cruelty, and bad spelling all in 
one. S

o O
sw

ald's G
am

e presents a thesis that is unpleasant but not to 
be ignored, for it is possible. T

he m
erit is that M

s. D
avison lands on 

the other side of the target. 
W

h
en

 w
e treat su

ch
 en

ig
m

as as assassin
atio

n
 an

d
 th

e p
o
ssib

le 
im

p
licatio

n
 o

f secret p
o
lice, w

e n
ev

er k
n
o
w

 w
h
eth

er to
 g

iv
e su

ch
 

agents credit for too m
uch intelligence or too little—

the crucial ques-
tion is alw

ays: are they as stupid as they seem
? O

r do they pretend 
to

 su
ch

 in
co

m
p

eten
ce in

 o
rd

er to
 co

n
ceal ex

cep
tio

n
al p

lan
s an

d
 

w
orks? O

f course, both m
ay he true. S

om
e of the bnghtest and sonic 

of the m
ost stupid (let us say blindly stubborn) m

en am
ong us go into 

secret police w
ork. S

hort of a solution to the K
ennedy assassination. 

w
e do have to live, therefore, w

ith tw
o notions of O

sw
ald—

that he 
w

as the focus, the paw
n, and the plaything of m

ore than one intelli-
gence organization, m

ost specifically the C
IA

 and the K
G

B
 (and on 

this is m
uch intriguing evidence that S

um
m

ers presents, and D
avison 

I
all but ignores) or, to the contrary, these services w

ere surprisingly 
b

en
ig

n
 in

 th
eir treatm

en
t o

f O
sw

ald
—

w
h

ich
 is n

o
t in

co
n

ceiv
ab

le 
given the peculiar reflexes of bureaucracy—

but is certainly suggestive 
of intense incom

petence. It is not easy to believe that the K
G

B
 w

ould 
accept an A

m
erican defector w

ithout scrupulously analyzing the pos-
sibility that he w

as a young C
IA

 plant, or w
ithout trying to turn him

 
into an agent for them

selves. A
t the least, to m

ake him
 a double agent 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e a g

am
e o

f m
u
ch

 in
terest to

 th
em

. In
 tu

rn
, o

n
 O

sw
ald

's 
. voyage back to A

m
erica, w

e are also asked, via D
avison, to believe 

that the C
IA

 never debriefed O
sw

ald, or m
ade any attem

pt to use him
 

as a counter in a gam
e w

ith the K
G

B
, It is hard to believe all those 

intelligent, gam
e-hardened Ivy L

eague classm
ates of m

ine w
ere not 

seizin
g
 th

e rare o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 th
at O

sw
ald

 p
resen

ted
. S

till, D
av

iso
n
 

takes the benign view
. S

om
ehow

 or other, O
sw

ald slipped through. 
T

hey did not bother w
ith him

. T
hey w

ere out to lunch w
hen he cam

e 
alo

n
g
. It is co

n
ceiv

ab
le, b

u
t it is a p

o
in

t o
f v

iew
 th

at m
u
st ig

n
o
re 

m
u

ch
, p

articu
larly

 th
at th

e g
en

ial an
d

 u
rb

an
e G

eo
rg

e d
e M

o
h

ren
-

schildt featured in her pages w
as not conceivably debriefing O

sw
ald 

for the C
IA

. 

F
orew

u
rd

 ... 9 

If w
e are w

illin
g
 to

 accep
t Jean

 D
av

iso
n
's p

o
rtrait o

f O
sw

ald
 

as a psychopath, and to a great degree I am
, it becom

es difficult to 
see h

im
 p

u
rsu

in
g
 o

n
e co

u
rse to

 th
e ex

clu
sio

n
 o

f all craters. P
sy

-
chopaths have a prodigious sense of their ow

n talents, of their speed 
of m

ind and essential im
portance—

so they see opportunities every-
w

here. G
iven their enorm

ous sense of the present, their L
ack of loyalty 

to the past, and their taste for action, it is natural for psychopaths to 
attach

 th
em

selv
es to

 ev
ery

 o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 ev
en

 w
h
en

 th
eir aim

s are 
contradictory. T

he clue to m
uch of O

sw
ald's behavior, and D

avison 
leads us to it even at dam

age to her thesis, is his psychopathy. H
e 

w
ould not have been out of his elem

ent leading eight lives at once. T
o 

assum
e, how

ever; that none of these eight lives w
as dictated by the 

K
G

B
, C

IA
, F

B
I, M

afia m
ay be to insist on a valley in this fog w

here 
others sense a m

ountain range. D
avison does not even seem

 aw
are 

that M
arina O

sw
ald's uncle, Ilya P

rusakov, w
as a lieutenant colonel 

in the M
V

D
 and a leading light of M

insk. H
e gave approval to her 

m
arriage to O

sw
ald. T

he M
arina O

sw
ald that lean D

avison offers us 
does not present such tine connections. 

N
o m

atter. I return to the first dilem
m

a. T
he net of conspiracy is 

alw
ays m

ore or less finely w
oven than w

hat w
e do perceive of it. 

C
oincidence often creates the facsim

ile of evidence for m
any a con-

spiracy. T
o give m

y ow
n exam

ple, I rem
em

ber that I w
orked through 

m
o
st o

f th
e F

ifties in
 a sm

all stu
d
io

 b
u
ild

in
g
 o

n
 F

u
lto

n
 S

treet in
 

B
rooklyn, and on the floor below

 w
orked C

olonel A
bel, undercover 

head of a vast net of S
oviet espionage in A

m
erica. F

or years A
bel and 

I m
ust have gone up and dow

n in the elevator together m
any tim

es. 
T

hen, too, in the late F
orties, I subscribed for a little w

hile to the D
aily 

W
orker, 

an
d
 sin

ce I w
as stay

in
g
 w

ith
 m

y
 p

aren
ts at th

e tim
e, m

y
 

father w
as brought up before a L

oyalty B
oard and alm

ost lost his 
governm

ental job. F
inally I w

rote a novel called A
n A

m
erican D

ream
 

and in the first paragraph Jack K
ennedy is m

entioned not ten lines 
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V
la

d
im

ir Ilyich
 a

n
d

 I re
ca

lle
d

 a
 sim

ile
 L

. T
ro

tsky u
se

d
 so

m
e

w
h

e
re

. 
O

n
ce

 w
h
e
n
 w

a
lkin

g
, h

e
 sp

o
tte

d
 in

 th
e
 d

ista
n
ce

 th
e
 fig

u
re

 o
f a

 m
a
il 

sq
u
a
ttin

g
 o

n
 h

is h
a
u
n
ch

e
s a

n
d
 m

o
vin

g
 h

is h
a
n
d
s a

b
o
u
t in

 a
n
 a

b
su

rd
 

w
ay. A

 m
adm

an
/ h

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t. B

u
t o

n
 d

ra
w

in
g
 n

e
a
re

r, h
e
 sa

w
 [h

a
t it 

w
a
s a

 m
a
n
 sh

a
rp

e
n
in

g
 h

is kn
ife

 o
n
 th

e
 p

a
vin

g
-sto

n
e
. 

—
L

e
n

in
's

 w
ile

, q
u

o
te

d
 in

 B
e
rtra

m
 D

. W
o

lfc
's

 
T

hree W
ho M

ade a R
evolunon 

a
w

a
y fro

m
 th

e
 n

a
m

e
 o

f th
e

 villa
in

 w
h

o
m

fch
a

se
 to

 ca
ll B

a
rn

e
y O

sw
ald 

K
e
lly. I w

ro
te

 th
a
t p

a
ra

g
ra

p
h
 in

 S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r, 1

9
6
3
, tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s b
e
fo

re
 

th
e assassination. 
C

o
n
ce

ive
 o

f th
o
se

 ite
m

s a
s th

e
y m

u
st lo

o
k o

n
 a

 co
m

p
u
te

r re
a
d
o
u
t 

in
 so

m
e
 In

te
llig

e
n
ce

 sh
o
p
. T

h
e
n
 a

d
d
 to

 th
e

m
 th

a
t in

 1
9

6
5

 I e
xh

o
rte

d
 

B
e
rk

e
le

y
 y

o
u
th

 to
 h

a
n
g
 p

o
s
te

rs
 o

f L
B

J
 u

p
s
id

e
 d

o
w

n
 a

s
 a

 p
ro

te
s
t 

a
g
a
in

st th
e
 w

a
r in

 V
ie

tn
a
m

, a
n
d
 in

 tru
th

 w
a
s so

 d
e
m

a
g
o
g
ica

l th
a
t a

 
sta

n
d

in
g

 o
va

tio
n

 re
w

a
rd

e
d

 m
e

. I a
m

 stru
ck h

o
w

 fu
ll o

f p
ro

file
 m

a
n

y 
a

 d
o

ssie
r ca

n
 se

e
m

 if w
e

 a
re

 n
o

t a
le

rt to
 th

e
se

 u
n

fa
th

o
m

a
b

le
 p

o
w

e
rs 

o
f co

in
cid

e
n
ce

. S
o
 I ca

n
 re

a
d
 O

sw
ald's G

am
e 

a
s a

 m
o
st le

g
itim

a
te

 
a
tte

m
p
t to

 p
e
rce

ive
 th

e
 te

rra
in

 o
n
 th

a
t o

th
e
r sid

e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
o
n
 w

h
e
re

 
p
e
o
p
le

's live
s a

re
 a

lw
a
ys le

ss in
te

re
stin

g
 th

a
n
 th

e
y o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e
, a

n
d
 

le
ss sin

iste
r, le

ss m
a
n
ip

u
la

te
d
. T

h
o

u
g
h
 I b

e
lo

n
g
 to

 th
e
 S

u
m

m
e
rs's 

s
c
h
o
o
l o

f c
o
n
s
p
ira

c
y
, I s

till th
in

k
 J

e
a
n
 D

a
v
is

o
n
 h

a
s
 d

e
liv

e
re

d
 a

n
 

in
va

lu
a
b
le

 to
o
l, a

 co
rre

ctive
, a

 cle
a
r m

e
a
su

re
 o

f th
e
 o

th
e
r p

o
ssib

ility 
to

 b
e
 ke

p
t in

 m
in

d
 b

y a
ll u

s o
th

e
r a

m
a
te

u
r a

n
d
 p

ro
fe

ssio
n
a
l in

ve
stig

a
-

to
rs o

f th
e
 g

re
a
t A

m
e
rica

n
 m

yste
ry. F

ro
m

 m
y sid

e
 o

f th
e
 d

e
b
a
te

, I 
ch

o
o
se

 th
e
n
 to

 g
re

e
t h

e
r w

o
rk. 

N
o
rm

a
n
 M

a
ile

r 



Introduction 

P
ra

ctica
lly e

ve
ryb

o
d
y w

h
o
 ca

n
 re

m
e
m

b
e
r N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 

22, 
1963, 

re
m

e
m

b
e
rs th

e
 e

xa
ct m

o
m

e
n
t w

h
e
n
 h

e
 o

r sh
e
 h

e
a
rd

 th
a
t P

re
sid

e
n
t 

Jo
h
n
 F

. K
e
n
n
e
d
y h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 sh

o
t w

h
ile

 rid
in

g
 in

 a
 m

o
to

rca
d
e
 in

 D
a
lla

s. 

w
as sitting in a

 sta
ff o

ffice
 a

t th
e
 U

n
ive

rsity o
f G

e
o
rg

ia
, g

e
ttin

g
 re

a
d
y 

to
 te

a
ch

 a
 cla

ss o
f fre

sh
m

e
n
, w

h
e
n
 I sa

w
 a

 kn
o
t o

f stu
d
e
n
ts in

 th
e
 h

a
ll 

h
u

d
d

le
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 a

 tra
n

sisto
r ra

d
io

. O
n

e
 g

la
n

ce
d

 u
p

 a
t m

e
 w

ith
 th

e
 

fie
rce

ly in
tro

sp
e
ctive

 lo
o
k su

rvivo
rs o

f a
 n

a
tu

ra
l d

isa
ste

r o
fte

n
 h

a
ve

 

a
n

d
 sa

id
, "S

o
m

e
b

o
d

y sh
o

t P
re

sid
e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y." 

I d
id

n
't b

e
lie

ve
 it. A

n
 h

o
u
r o

r so
 la

te
r, a

fte
r n

e
w

s ca
m

e
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 

d
ie

d
, I w

a
lke

d
 o

u
tsid

e
 th

e
 b

u
ild

in
g
 a

n
d
 n

o
tice

d
 th

e
 in

te
n
se

 g
re

e
n
 o

f 

th
e
 la

w
n
 a

n
d
 tre

e
s a

n
d
 th

e
 su

d
d
e
n
 w

e
ig

h
t o

f th
e
 a

ir. D
o
w

n
 th

e
 h

ill, 

a
 lo

n
g

 lin
e

 o
f ca

rs w
a

s b
a

cke
d

 u
p

 le
a
vin

g
 th

e
 ca

m
p
u
s—

a
ll cla

sse
s h

a
d
 

been c
a

n
c

e
le

d
. T

h
e
 c

a
rs

 m
o
v
e
d
 fo

o
t b

y
 fo

o
t, b

u
t v

e
ry

 q
u
ie

tly
 a

n
d
 

p
a

tie
n

tly. like
 a

 fu
n

e
ra

l p
ro

ce
ssio

n
. 

P
e
o
p
le

 to
o
 yo

u
n
g
 to

 re
m

e
m

b
e
r m

a
y fin

d
 it h

a
rd

 to
 cre

d
it th

e
 d

e
g
re

e
 

o
f sh

o
ck a

n
d
 d

isb
e
lie

f th
a
t w

a
s th

e
 a

lm
o
st u

n
ive

rsa
l re

a
ctio

n
. N

o
 

A
m

e
rica

n
 le

a
d
e
r h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 a

ssa
ssin

a
te

d
 sin

ce
 M

cK
in

le
y in

 tu
o
i, a

n
d
 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s n

o
 o

rd
in

a
ry le

a
d
e
r, a

s e
v
e
n

 h
is a

d
ve

rsa
rie

s a
g

re
e

d
. M

o
re

 

th
a

n
 a

 p
o

p
u

la
r p

re
sid

e
n

t, h
e

 w
a

s fo
rtu

n
e

's ch
ild

, h
a

vin
g

 w
it, e

le
g

a
n

ce
, 

w
e

a
lth

, a
n

d
 a

 style
 th

a
t m

a
d

e
 h

is a
d

m
ire

rs ta
lk, e

ve
n

 w
h

ile
 h

e
 live

d
, 

o
f th

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y m

yth
 a

n
d
 th

e
 le

g
e
n
d
 o

f C
a
m

e
lo

t. H
e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 d

e
-

stro
ye

d
 in

 a
n
 in

sta
n
t b

y a
 b

u
lle

t to
 th

e
 b

ra
in

, a
n
d
 fo

r n
o
 a

p
p
a
re

n
t 

reason. 
A

t first, b
e
ca

u
se

 D
a
lla

s w
a
s a

 n
o
to

rio
u
s ce

n
te

r o
f rig

h
t-w

in
g
 ex-

tre
m

ism
, m

a
n

y p
e

o
p

le
 a

ssu
m

e
d

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

tta
cke

d
 b

y a
 

rig
h
t-w

in
g
 fa

n
a
tic—

so
m

e
o
n
e
 w

h
o
 o

p
p
o
se

d
 h

is civil rig
h
ts p

ro
g
ra

m
 o

r 

h
is e

ffo
rts to

 re
la

x te
n
sio

n
s w

ith
 th

e
 S

o
vie

t U
n
io

n
. T

h
e
 n

e
w

s th
a
t th

e
 

...1
3
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su
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e
ct w

h
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 h

a
d
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e
e
n
 a

rre
ste

d
—

a
 z4

-ye
a
r-o

ld
 n

a
m

e
d
 L

e
e
 H

a
rve

y 
O

sw
a
ld

—
w

a
s a

 M
a
rxist a

n
d
 a

 fo
rm

e
r d

e
fe

cto
r to

 th
e
 S

o
vie

t U
n
io

n
 

T 
stru

ck m
a
n
y a

s a
 g

ro
te

sq
u
e
 tw

ist o
f fa

te
. W

h
e
n
 R

o
b
e
rt K

e
n
n
e
d
y to

ld
 

W
is

•A'llis b
ro

th
e
r's w

id
o
w

, Ja
cq

u
e
lin

e
, th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s a

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist, h

e
r 

I/ re
a
c
tio

n
 w

a
s
, "O

h
 m

y
 G

o
d
, b

u
t th

a
t's

 a
b
s
u
rd

. . . . It e
v
e
n
 ro

b
s
 h

is
 

A
l' d

e
a
th

 o
f a

n
y m

e
a
n
in

g
." A

 M
a
rxist killin

g
 a

 lib
e
ra

l p
re

sid
e
n
t m

a
d
e
 n

o
 

L
 

sense. 

U
n
d
e
r a

rre
st, O

sw
a
ld

 m
a
in

ta
in

e
d
 h

e
 h

a
d
n
't sh

o
t a

n
yb

o
d
y. T

w
o
 

d
a
ys la

te
r, w

h
e
n
 th

e
 p

o
lice

 a
tte

m
p
te

d
 to

 tra
n
sfe

r h
im

 fro
m

 o
n
e
 ja

il to
 

a
n
o
th

e
r, h

e
 w

a
s
 g

u
n
n
e
d
 d

o
w

n
 b

y
 J

a
c
k
 R

u
b
y
, a

 D
a
lla

s
 n

ig
h
tc

lu
b
 

o
w

n
e
r, b

e
fo

re
 a

 n
a
tio

n
a
l te

le
visio

n
 a

u
d
ie

n
ce

. 

0,.t 	
O

ve
r th

e
 n

e
xt fe

w
 w

e
e
ks th

e
 p

u
b
lic's im

p
re

ssio
n
 o

f O
sw

a
ld

 so
li- 

, 
4
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 d

 a
ro

u
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d
 th

e
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rm

a
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a
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m
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u
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u
g
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e
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e
w
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m
e
d
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sw
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ld
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e
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e
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d
y jo

b
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n
d
 	

h
e
a
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e
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e
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e
d
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tic a

n
d
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im
le

ss. H
a
vin

g
 d

e
fe

cte
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 to

 R
u
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, h
e
 re

-
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A
 tu

rn
e

d
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 th
e

 U
n

ite
d

 S
ta
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n
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 to
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o
 to

 C
u

b
a
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d
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k
e
n
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h
o
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d
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e
n
e
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d
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P
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W
a

lke
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ro

m
in

e
n

t right-w
inger—

W
alker w

a
s o

n
e

 o
f K

e
n

n
e

d
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N
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b
itte

re
st p

o
litica

l e
n
e
m

ie
s. M

a
n
y e

d
ito

ria
ls b

la
m

e
d
 th

e
 vicio

u
s a

n
ti- 

\
s  $1,‘,A

liK
e
n
n
e
d
y
 a

tm
o
s
p
h
e
re

 in
 D

a
lla

s
 fo

r in
c
itin

g
 a

 c
o
n
fu

s
e
d
 m

is
fit to

 v
io

-
w

k- lence. 

In
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9
6
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 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 p

u
b
lish

e
d
 th

e
 re

su
lts o

f th
e
 o

fficia
l 

S' 

in
v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
—

a
 s

u
m

m
a
ry

 th
a
t c

a
m

e
 to

 b
e
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n
o
w

n
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e
 W

a
rre

n
 

R
e

p
o
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w
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d
 b
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n
ty-six vo
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m

e
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stim

o
n

y an
d e

xh
ib

its th
a
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so
ld

 m
a
in

ly to
 lib

ra
rie

s. T
h
e
 re

p
o
rt p

re
se

n
te

d
 stro

n
g
 circu

m
sta

n
tia

l 
e

vid
e

n
ce

 th
a

t O
sw

a
ld

 h
a

d
 fire

d
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re
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 sh
o

ts a
t th

e
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o
to
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d

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 

sixth
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o
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e
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e
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s S
ch

o
o
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o
o
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e
p
o
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g
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e
n
n
e
d
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n
d
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o
ve
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o
r Jo

h
n
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o
n
n
a
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n
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, a
n
d
 th

a
t d

u
rin

g
 h

is a
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m
p
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p
e
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e
 h

a
d
 sh

o
t a

n
d
 kille
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a
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a
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p
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m
o
n
g
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e
r 

th
in

g
s, th

e
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u
n
d
 in

 th
e
 S

ch
o
o
l D

e
p
o
sito

ry h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 m

a
ile

d
 to

 
O

sw
a

ld
's p

o
st o

ffice
 b

o
x, a

n
d

 th
e

 o
rd

e
r b

la
n

k a
n

d
 m

o
n

e
y o

rd
e

r b
o

re
 

h
is h

a
n
d
w

ritin
g
. W

h
e
n
 h

e
 w

a
s a

rre
ste

d
 a

t a
 m

o
vie

 th
e
a
te

r, h
e
 h

e
ld

 in
 

h
is h

a
n
d
 a

 p
isto

l th
a
t m

a
tch

e
d
 th

e
 b

u
lle

t ca
sin

g
s fo

u
n
d
 n

e
a
r P

a
tro

l-
m

a
n

 T
ip

p
it's b

o
d

y—
a

n
d

 O
sw

a
ld

 re
p

o
rte

d
ly e

xcla
im

e
d

, "It's a
ll o

ve
r 

n
o

w
." B

u
t p

e
rh

a
p

s th
e

 m
o

st te
llin

g
 w

a
s a

 sm
a

ll sym
b

o
lic g

e
stu

re
. 

B
e
fo

re
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
e
n
t to

 w
o
rk a

t th
e
 D

e
p
o
sito

ry o
n
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g
 o

f th
e
 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
, h

e
 to

o
k o

ff h
is w

e
d
d
in

g
 rin

g
 a

n
d
 le

ft it o
n
 h

is w
ife

's 
d
re

sse
r, so

m
e
th

in
g
 h

e
 h

a
d
 n

e
ve

r d
o
n
e
 b

e
fo

re
. 

A
n
d
 ye

t, a
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 co

n
clu

d
e
d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 
sh

o
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y, it w

a
s u

n
a
b
le

 to
 sa

y w
h
y: 

M
any factors w

ere u
n

d
ou

b
ted

ly in
volved

 in
 O

sw
ald

's m
otivation

 F
or th

e 
assassin

ation
, an

d
 th

e C
om

m
ission

 d
oes n

ot b
elieve th

at it can
 ascrib

e 
to him

 any one m
otive or group of m

otives. 

T
h

e W
a

rre
n

 R
e

p
o

rt sp
o

ke
 o

f h
is tro

u
b

le
d

 p
e

rso
n

a
l life

, h
is h

o
stility 

to
 A

m
erican

 so
cie

ty, h
is in

te
re

st in
 M

a
rxism

, a
n
d
 h

is a
lle

g
e
d
 p

ro
p
e
n
-

sity fo
r vio

le
n
ce

. N
o
n
e
 o

f th
is se

e
m

e
d
 a

d
e
q
u
a
te

 to
 e

xp
la

in
 w

h
a
t h

a
d
 

b
e
e
n
 ca

lle
d
 th

e
 crim

e
 o

f th
e
 ce

n
tu

ry. It se
e
m

e
d
 to

 m
a
n
y A

m
e
rica

n
s 

th
a
t th

e
 re

a
so

n
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s m

u
rd

e
re

d
 w

o
u
ld

 n
e
ve

r b
e
 kn

o
w

n
. 

S
o
m

e
 fe

lt. in
 fa

ct, th
a
t th

e
re

 w
as n

o
 re

a
so

n
. If O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s a

 lo
n
e
 

g
u
n
m

a
n
 w

ith
 n

o
 m

o
tive

, th
e
n
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 w

a
s a

n
 e

ve
n
t w

ith
o
u
t 

m
e

a
n

in
g

. It w
a

s a
s th

o
u

g
h

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 stru

ck b
y a

 b
o

lt o
f 

lig
h
tn

in
g
, o

r b
y a

 b
rick th

a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 to

 fa
ll fro

m
 a

 co
n
stru

ctio
n
 site

 
a
s th

e
 m

o
to

rca
d
e
 p

a
sse

d
 b

y. In
 th

e
ir vie

w
, it a

m
o
u
n
te

d
 to

 th
e
 sa

m
e
 

th
in

g
: th

e
 co

u
rse

 o
f h

isto
ry h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 ch

a
n
g
e
d
 b

y a
 fre

a
k a

ccid
e
n
t. 

O
th

e
rs

 s
u
s
p
e
c
te

d
 a

 c
o
n
s
p
ira

c
y
 fro

m
 th

e
 v

e
ry

 b
e
g
in

n
in

g
. T

h
e
y
 

p
o

in
te

d
 o

u
t th

a
t th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r o

f a
n

y h
e

a
d

 o
f sta

te
 is a

 p
o

litica
l crim

e
. 

If th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

 w
a
sn

't a
 ra

vin
g
 lu

n
a
tic—

a
n
d
 O

sw
a
ld

 ce
rta

in
ly w

a
sn

't 
th

a
t—

th
e
n
 th

e
re

 m
u
s
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

 p
o
litic

a
l m

o
tiv

e
. T

h
e
 W

a
rre

n
 	

;pi 
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
's critics b

e
g
a
n
 a

skin
g
 th

e
 o

ld
 le

g
a
l q

u
e
stio

n
, C

u
i b

o
n

a
?

 , 
Ls-ta` 

W
h
o
 sto

o
d
 to

 g
a
in

 b
y K

e
n
n
e
d
y's d

e
a
th

?
 If O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 n

o
 o

b
vio

u
s O

 
f 

 
m

o
tive

, th
e
re

 w
e
re

 o
th

e
rs w

h
o
 d

id
—

C
IA

 o
p
e
ra

tive
s a

n
d
 C

u
b
a
n
 e

xile
sX

,..4
 ) 

w
h

o
 fe

lt K
e

n
n

e
d

y h
a

d
 d

o
u

b
le

-cro
sse

d
 th

e
m

 a
t th

e
 d

isa
stro

u
s B

a
y o

f 
).-.1 ',.:Sls  

P
ig

s in
va

sio
n

 o
f C

u
b

a
, a

n
d

 M
a

fia
 d

o
n

s w
h

o
 w

e
re

 fe
e

lin
g

 h
e

a
t fro

m
  

I  N
li

jiy
 

K
e

n
n

e
d

y's Ju
stice

 D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t, to

 n
a

m
e

 a
 fe

w
. A

s m
a

n
y o

f th
e

 critics R
 ,,J

 °
%

 
sa

w
 it, o

n
e
 h

a
d
 o

n
ly to

 d
isco

ve
r th

e
 lin

ks b
e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
se

 g
ro

u
p
s a

n
d
 \'‘'s .,,, jj • 

th
e
ir p

a
tsy, L

e
e
 H

a
rve

y O
sw

a
ld

, to
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
 a

 m
o
tive

. T
h
e
 re

su
lt 

A
l 
	, .

. 
\ 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e
 a

 m
u
ltitu

d
e
 o

f a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 b

o
o
ks a

tta
ckin

g
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 . \  

R
e
p
o
rt a

n
d
 o

ffe
rin

g
 n

e
w

 th
e
o
rie

s a
b
o
u
t h

o
w

 a
n
d
 w

h
o
 a

n
d
 w

h
y. T

h
e

 %
1 4-.‘

 I)
, 

p
ro

sp
e

ct o
f a

 w
id

e
sp

re
a

d
, h

ig
h

-le
ve

l co
n

sp
ira

cy e
n

te
re

d
 A

m
e

rica
's . -1

i4,:e
, ' 	

..) 
co

n
scio

u
sn

e
ss, a

s d
id

 a
 n

e
w

 su
sp

icio
n
 
a

b
o

u
t th

e
 w

a
y

 o
u

r
 w

o
r
ld

, \l , 	
4. 

w
o
rke

d
. In

 th
ese books, O

sw
ald is m

erely a paw
n, and the real assas-1 rs,'\,' \.,,,a- 

sin
s a

re
 th

e
 u

n
id

e
n
tifie

d
 m

e
n
 w

h
o
 su

cce
ssfu

lly p
lo

tte
d
 to

 co
n
tro

l and'1 •' 
 

.‘z--)  
ch

a
n
g
e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 h

isto
ry. 

It h
a
s b

e
e

n
 sa

id
 th

a
t th

e
re

 a
re

 o
n

ly tw
o

 th
e

o
rie

s o
f h

isto
ry: b

lu
n

d
e

r 
a

n
d

 co
n

sp
ira

cy. B
ro

a
d

ly sp
e

a
kin

g
, th

e
se

 w
e

re
 th

e
 o

n
ly th

e
o

rie
s a

b
o

u
t 

D
a

lla
s, a

s w
e

ll. It w
a

s a
n

 a
ct o

f ra
n

d
o

m
 vio

le
n

ce
 o

r a
 p

lo
t. C

h
o

o
se

 
th

e
 first, a

n
d
 ru

n
 h

e
a
d
 o

n
 in

to
 th

e
 co

n
clu

sio
n
 th

a
t h

isto
ry—

life
 itse

lf 
—

is ch
a
o
tic a

n
d
 m

e
a
n
in

g
le

ss. C
h
o
o
se

 th
e
 se

co
n
d
, a

n
d
 h

isto
ry is a

 
ra

cke
t ru

n
 b

y u
n

se
e

n
, a

ll-p
o

w
e

rfu
l co

n
sp

ira
to

rs. 
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In the m
id-196os I didn't take an interest in this controversy. L

ike 
a lot of people I had form

ed an im
m

ediate im
pression of the alleged 

assassin: he w
as "som

e kind of nut" w
ho probably didn't know

 him
-

self w
hy he did w

hat he did. A
s far as I w

as concerned, the case w
as 

closed. In 1965 I left m
y teaching job and got m

arried, m
oved north, 

and began w
orking as a free-lance w

riter. 
T

hen in (968 I happened to read an article about O
sw

ald in T
he 

W
estw

ood V
illage S

qu
are. a conservative, youth-oriented m

agazine 
that has since folded. T

he article w
as w

ritten by an anti-C
om

m
unist 

propagandist nam
ed E

d B
utler, w

ho said he had faced O
sw

ald in a 
N

ew
 O

rleans radio debate on C
uba in A

ugust 1963. T
hat surprised 

m
e, since I found it hard to im

agine O
sw

ald, w
ho apparently couldn't 

even hold a 
m

en
ial jo

b
, h

o
ld

in
g
 h

is o
w

n
 in

 a p
u
b
lic d

eb
ate. B

u
t 

according to B
utler, he w

as a w
ell-inform

ed and articulate debater 
w

ho w
as dedicated to the cause of C

astro's C
uba. B

utler produced 
testim

ony and docum
ents from

 the W
arren C

om
m

ission records to 
bolster his belief that O

sw
ald had been "conditioned to kill" by the 

C
om

m
unist propaganda he'd been reading since he w

as a teenager. 
T

h
at d

id
n

't seem
 lik

ely
, to

 p
u
t it m

ild
ly

, b
u

t ev
en

 tak
in

g
 B

u
tler's 

political bias into account, I couldn't reconcile this picture of O
sw

ald 
as a skilled public debater w

ith the one'  had previously be_ei_g
i iv

e
n
 

of him
  as a hapless drifter. A

lthough I didn't realize it, I w
as getting 

bitten by one of the central m
ysteries of the K

ennedy assassination—
the question of w

ho O
sw

ald really w
as. 

O
n

 a later trip
 to

 th
e lib

rary
 I ch

eck
ed

 o
u

t M
ark

 L
an

e's R
u

sh
 to 

Ju
dgm

en
t, one of the first attacks on the W

arren R
eport. L

ane had 
b

een
 retain

ed
 b

y
 O

sw
ald

's m
o

th
er to

 rep
resen

t h
er so

n
's in

terests 
b

efo
re th

e C
o

m
m

issio
n

. H
is arg

u
m

en
t w

as th
at O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 b
een

 
fram

ed
. A

lm
o
st n

o
th

in
g
 w

as said
 ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

's p
erso

n
al b

ack
-

ground, his political com
m

itm
ent or lack of one. L

ike the defense 
attorney he w

as, L
ane tore into virtually every piece of evidence in the 

case against his client—
the shell casings found near P

atrolm
an T

ip-
pit's body, the fam

ous snapshots show
ing O

sw
ald holding the rifle 

found in the D
epository, and m

uch m
ore. L

ane portrayed the W
arren 

R
ep

o
rt a

s a
 fa

rce, a calculated attem
pt to conceal a conspiracy. B

y 
the tim

e I had finished this angry book, I w
ondered if O

sw
ald w

as 
involved in the assassination at all. 

I now
 had th

ree pictures of O
sw

ald to choose from
: those of the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission, B
utler, and L

ane. A
ll had relied on evidence 

contained in the C
om

m
ission's tw

enty-six volum
es. E

verybody had 
read the sam

e m
aterial and arrived at w

ildly different conclusions. 
- --- • 	

- 

In
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u
ction
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H
ow

 w
as that possible? M

ore to the point, w
ho w

as telling the truth? 
A

t the tim
e, it seem

ed sim
ple enough to find out. I w

ould read the 
tw

enty-six volum
es m

yself. 
I found the blue-bound 

H
earin

gs 
in

 a lo
cal u

n
iv

ersity
 lib

rary
. 

V
olum

es I-X
V

 contained the testim
ony of w

itnesses w
ho appeared at 

the C
om

m
ission's hearings or gave depositions before a C

om
m

ission 
law

yer. T
he question-and-answ

er form
at m

ade the transcripts read 
like the text of a play. T

he rem
aining volum

es contained exhibits 
entered as evidence—

F
B

I reports, photographs, and sim
ilar docu-

m
en

ts. T
h
e first th

in
g
 th

at stru
ck

 m
e w

as h
o
w

 d
iso

rg
an

ized
 th

is 
m

aterial w
as. A

n
 F

B
I rep

o
rt o

n
 b

allistics m
ig

h
t b

e fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y
 a 

p
sy

ch
iatric rep

o
rt o

n
 Jack

 R
u
b
y
's m

o
th

er o
r a d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f th
e 

p
rep

aratio
n
s fo

r th
e m

o
to

rcad
e. A

n
d
 th

ere w
as n

o
 index. I began 

taking notes, w
ondering if I could ever find an underlying order in this 

jum
ble of inform

ation. 
D

uring the reading I checked som
e of M

ark L
ane's footnotes. T

he 
testim

ony he had cited as evidence that the W
arren R

eport w
as a 

cover-up had often been quoted out of context, so that w
hat he quoted 

changed the m
eaning of w

hat had actually been said. F
or exam

ple, the 
w

ay L
ane w

rote about Jack R
uby's testim

ony led readers to believe 
that R

uby w
as denied the opportunity to reveal the existence of a 

conspiracy. 
A

fter R
uby had been convicted of O

sw
ald's m

urder and sentenced 
to death, W

arren C
om

m
ission m

em
bers E

arl W
arren and G

erald R
. 

F
ord questioned him

 at the D
allas jail. F

or m
any m

onths, there had 
been rum

ors that R
uby w

as a hit m
an w

hose job had been to silence 
O

sw
ald. T

o hear L
ane tell it, R

uby seem
ed eager to disclose his pan 

in this co
n

sp
ira

cy
: 

R
u

b
y m

ad
e it p

lain
 th

at if th
e C

om
m

ission
 took

 h
im

 from
 th

e D
allas 

C
ou

n
ty Jail an

d
 p

erm
itted

 h
im

 to testify in
 W

ash
in

gton
, h

e cou
ld

 tell 
m

ore th
ere; it w

as im
p

ossib
le for h

im
 to tell th

e w
h

ole tru
th

 so lon
g as 

be w
as in

 th
e ja

il in
 D

a
lla

s.... "
I w

o
u

ld
 lik

e to
 req

u
est th

a
t I g

o
 to

 
W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 a

n
d

 . . ta
k

e a
ll th

e tests th
a
t I h

a
v
e to

 ta
k

e. It is v
ery

 
im

p
ortan

t.... G
en

tlem
en

, u
n

less you
 get m

e to W
ash

in
gton

. you
 can

't 
get a fair sh

ak
e ou

t of m
e_"

 

A
fter quoting sim

ilar statem
ents by R

uby, L
ane continued: 
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R
epresentative Ford asked, not a little redundantly, "Is there anything 

• m
ore you can tell us if you w

ent back to W
ashington?" R

uby told him
 

that there w
as, and just before the hearing ended R

uby m
ade one last 

plea to the C
hief Justice of the U

nited States. 
R

u
m

,: B
ut you are the only one that can save m

e. I think you can 
W

A
R

R
E

N
: Y

es? 
R

U
': B

ut by delaying m
inutes, you lose the chance. A

nd all I w
ant 

to do is tell the truth, and that is all. 

B
ut W

arren didn't take him
 to W

ashington. R
eading Lane's account, 

o
n

e is h
o

rrified
. H

is im
p

licatio
n

 is clear: R
u

b
y w

as b
eg

g
in

g
 to

 b
e 

allo
w

ed
 to

 exp
o

se th
e co

n
sp

iracy, an
d

 th
e C

h
ief Ju

stice o
f th

e S
u

-
p

rem
e C

o
u

rt w
o

u
ld

n
't listen

. 
E

veryth
in

g
 L

an
e q

u
o

ted
 w

as in
 th

e reco
rd

. W
h

at h
e d

id
n

't 
say, 

how
ever, w

as that the "tests" R
uby w

anted to take w
ere sim

ply a lie 
detector test—

and the reason R
uby w

anted to take one w
as to prove 

that he w
as nor part of a conspiracy. 

A
fter his arrest, R

uby had been diagnosed as a "psychotic depres-
sive." H

is testim
ony to the C

om
m

ission indicates that he believed he 
w

as the victim
 of a political conspiracy by right-w

ing forces in D
allas. 

H
e suggested that the John B

irch S
ociety w

as spreading the falsehood 
th

at h
e, a Jew

, w
as im

p
licated

 in
 th

e p
resid

en
t's d

eath
 in

 o
rd

er to
 

create an
ti-Jew

ish
 h

ysteria. "T
h

e Jew
ish

 p
eo

p
le are b

ein
g

 exter-
m

inated at this m
om

ent." R
uby insisted. "C

onsequently, a w
hole new

 
fo

rm
 o

f g
o

vern
m

en
t is g

o
in

g
 to

 take o
ver o

u
r co

u
n

try." T
o

 fo
il th

is 
supposed plot, R

uby repeatedly asked to be given a lie detector test. 
A

t vario
u

s p
o

in
ts in

 th
is co

n
versatio

n
 R

u
b

y to
ld

 W
arren

: 

N
o subversive organization gave m

e any idea. N
o underw

orld person 
m

ade any effort to contact m
e. It all happened that Sunday m

orning. 
. If you don't take m

e back to W
ashington tonight to give m

e a chance 
to prove to the President that I am

 not guilty, then you w
ill see the m

ost 
tragic thing that w

ill ever happen.... A
ll I w

ant is a lie detector test. 
. . A

ll I w
ant to do is tell the truth, and that is all. There w

as no 
conspiracy. 

The follow
ing m

onth R
uby w

as allow
ed to take a polygraph test in 

his jail cell, and he show
ed no signs of deception w

hen he denied being 
part of a conspiracy. B

ecause of the doubts about his sanity, how
ever, 

the test results w
ere considered inconclusive. 

T
h

e o
n

ly p
art o

f th
is b

ackg
ro

u
n

d
 th

at ap
p

ears in
 L

an
e's b

o
o

k is 
R

u
b

y's statem
en

t, "A
ll I w

an
t to

 d
o

 is tell th
e tru

th
, an

d
 th

at is all." 

tA id 	
11:)14)14 1 7Q

 

Introduction ... 

H
ad he presented the accom

panying m
aterial, Lane m

ight have ar-
gued that R

uby w
as faking. Instead, Lane cheated. H

e transform
ed 

a m
an w

ho seem
ed pathetically anxious to prove his innocence into 

an honest conspirator desperate to reveal everything he knew
. A

nd 
th

is w
as only one of m

any sim
ilar distortions in R

uth to Judgm
ent. 

I rem
em

ber feeling outraged w
hen I realized w

hat Lane had done. 
E

vidently, the W
arren records w

ere like a vast lum
beryard. B

y pick-
ing up a few

 pieces here and there, and doing som
e cutting and fitting, 

any theory could be built for w
hich som

eone had a blueprint. 

M
eanw

hile m
y im

pression of Lee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as changing. I 
w

as surprised by the sheer am
ount of m

aterial the C
om

m
ission had 

collected on his background. M
uch of this inform

ation w
as new

 in the 
sense that jihad never been published anyw

her e  ic
e
p

t in
 th

e
 B

ear-
ings. T

h
e
re

 w
a
s
 te

s
tim

o
n

y
 fro

m
d

s -
if w

itnesses w
hiThad - kn

o
w

n
 

- O
sw

ald at each stage of his life from
 birth to death—

they described 
him

 and his activities and recounted num
erous conversations they had 

had w
ith him

. A
nd there w

as a good deal m
ore: O

sw
ald's personal 

papers and letters; detailed evaluations by social w
orkers and a psy-

c hiatrist w
ho had interview

ed him
 w

hen he w
as a junior high school 

truant; a diary and m
anuscript he had w

ritten that purported to show
 

h
is exp

erien
ces in

 th
e S

o
viet U

n
io

n
; h

is sch
o

o
l, M

arin
e, an

d
 

w
ork 

records--even lists of the books he checked out of libraries, the m
aga-

zin es and new
spapers he subscribed to, and the reading m

aterial found 
am

ong his effects. 
A

 transcript of the radio debate E
d B

utler had w
ritten about w

as 
included, and O

sw
ald did indeed appear to be an able debater. The 

m
o

d
erato

r, a rep
o

rter n
ailed

 W
illiam

 S
tu

ckey, testified
 th

at h
e 

th
o

u
g

h
t O

sw
ald

 w
as im

p
ressive, alm

o
st like a yo

u
n

g
 law

yer. A
n

d
 

S
tuckey's judgm

ent w
as not unusual. V

irtually everyone w
ho knew

 
Lee O

sw
ald thought he w

as intelligent, rational, and dedicated to his 
brand of left-w

ing politics. The people w
ho knew

 him
 best described 

h
im

 as a revo
lu

tio
n

ary. (T
h

is w
as in

 1964, w
h

en
 m

o
st A

m
erican

s 
thought revolutionaries existed only in banana republics or in R

ussia 
before 1917.) O

n the other hand, people also felt that he w
as bitter, 

secretive, an
d

—
th

e m
o

st freq
u

en
t d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f all—
"arro

g
an

t." 
Testim

ony about his troubled personal life, beginning w
hen be w

as a 
child, w

as presented in great detail as w
ell. 

A
nd yet, if the im

pression O
sw

ald gave his relatives and acquaint-
ances w

as clear, som
e of his political activities w

ere not. H
e w

ent to 
the S

oviet U
nion as a to-year-old defector and lived there for alm

ost 



ty 	
dence to support any position I took (w

hether it w
as, for exam

ple, that 

\r"" 	
O

sw
ald

 w
o
rk

ed
 fo

r th
e F

B
I o

r th
at h

e d
id

 n
o
t 

w
ork for the F

B
I.) 

U
nfortunately, w

hichever stand I chose, there w
as alw

ays evidence 

left over that seem
ed to contradict it. T

he sim
ple idea of com

ing up 

w
ith a theory and finding evidence to support it w

as obviously the 

w
rong w

ay to go about finding out the truth. 

I gave up the research for a w
hile and turned to other things. W

hen 

I w
ent back to it I m

ade a deliberate effort to cover as m
uch ground 

as I could w
ithout looking for patterns of evidence to convince m

e of 

any particular theory. E
ventually the research involved substantially 

m
ore than the C

om
m

ission's tw
enty-six volum

es. I read a biography 

of O
sw

ald w
ritten by his brother and m

any other books and articles 

on the assassination. I w
ent through contem

porary new
spapers and 

L
o

i m
agazines, concentrating especially on those O

sw
ald subscribed to 

i and presum
ably read. I visited the N

ational A
rchives to exam

ine still 

( other C
om

m
ission

 record
s. L

ater, I read
 S

en
ator F

ran
k

 C
h

u
rch

's 

Y
t

r
  

. i Nv4 

1979 hearings and report of the H
ouse A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee. In 

f 1978, a new
 study describing the personality traits of career crim

inals 

gave 
m

e ad
d
itio

n
al in

sig
h
t in

to
 O

sw
ald

's ch
aracter. T

h
e p

ro
ject, 

started on a w
him

, lasted, off and on, for thirteen years. 

D
uring that tim

e, as I acquired m
ore know

ledge about O
sw

ald and 

the tim
es he lived in, explanations for som

e of his m
ysterious activities 

su
d
d
en

ly
 em

erg
ed

. S
in

ce" h
ad .  n

o
t b

een
 p

u
rsu

in
g
 an

y
 p

articu
lar 

theory b
y look

in
g fcie - videnoe to —s-u- P

po-tt w
h

at- I already believed, I 

w
as often surprised by w

hat I found. I d
on

't claim
 to h

ave  solved all 

t
*
A

t iestions surrounding the assassination, but I believe I hiW
iT

tiund 

an
 saisw

erld
 on

e ort - he m
ost elusive: O

sw
ald's m

otive. 

---. T
he m

otive w
as o

n
e su

sp
ected

 b
y
 L

y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, P

resid
en

t 

K
ennedy's successor. S

hortly before he died, Johnson told journalist 

L
eo Janos that after he took office he discovered "w

e w
ere operating 

a d
am

n
 'M

u
rd

er In
c' in

 th
e C

arib
b
ean

." H
e said

 th
at a y

ear o
r so

 

before K
ennedy's death a C

IA
-backed assassination team

 had been 

picked up in H
avana. A

lthough he couldn't prove it, Johnson believed 

;s14' search
er. R

ead
in

g
 th

e testim
o
n
y
, I w

as learn
in

g
 m

o
re ab

o
u
t 	

had been a retaliation for this thw
arted attem

pt on C
as- 

that D
al as 

M
eans that he thought O

sw
ald had acted "either under the influence 

s,„ 	
H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 th

an
 I ev

er w
an

ted
 to

 k
n
o
w

, an
d
 I co

u
ld

n
't u

n
d
ers:' 

tro
's life. O

n
 an

o
th

er o
ccasio

n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 to

ld
 co

lu
m

n
ist M

arian
n
e 

	

...3
:!-- 	

th
ree y

ears. T
h
e p

articu
lars o

f h
is life d

u
rin

g
 th

at p
erio

d
 are, an

d
 

probably alw
ays w

ill be, sketchy. H
e had given political reasons for 

his defection, but w
ere they the only reasons? A

fter he returned to the 

	

\ 	
U

nited S
tates, he supported C

astro both publicly and privately, but 

he also m
ade contact w

ith anti-C
astro groups. T

hese clouded areas of 

activity raise questions about w
hich side he w

as really on. A
fter the 

	

\ 	
sw

asin
atio

n
, th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 h
eav

y
 sp

ecu
latio

n
 th

at h
e m

ay
 h

av
e 

\ I
 actually been w

orking for the C
IA

 or the F
B

I. (A
lthough I didn't like 

\I  M
ark L

ane's m
ethods, I could see that he and the other m

ore respon-

jible critics did have a point.) 
p
 

;A
- -  B

ut no one's explanation encom
passed all the available m

aterial. 

"l vv  -K
roll 'T

he authors of the W
arren R

eport had em
phasized O

sw
ald's personal 

(0
-7

 \—
 life, w

h
ile tu

rn
in

g
 asid

e im
p
o
rtan

t q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t h

is p
o
litical as 

	

' 	
1
\''l 	

sociations. E
d B

utler ignored everything except O
sw

ald's evident ob- -_,.. 

3 l t P
 session w

ith Ieft-w
ing politics. T

he shadow
y aspects of his record w

ere  

• 's'fr 1
,j 

	

u,s 1 w
 	

. eft to the C
om

m
ission's critics, w

ho talked about little else. 	
--...% 

1.'7  

v 	
4, 
..-1------conscious decision to 

in  so
, I w

as b
eco

m
in

g
 an

 assassin
atio

n
 re- --f.' 

lc,  0.'f-s stand his m
otivations either. I began putting the details of his life into 

chronological order, hoping to catch the drift of his thinking in the - 
-- - or the orders" of C

uban P
rem

ier F
idel C

astro. M
ore recently, several 

\10 	
-1

 w
ay events unfolded. L

eaning first tow
ard one theory, and then an- 	

svriters—
form

er C
B

S
 reporter D

aniel S
chorr, am

ong others—
have 

ta. 	
.0

1....'other I soon  d
is

c
o
 ..-._

.4
 that it w

as possible to m
anipulate the evi- 	

echoed L
B

J's dreadful suspicion that A
m

erican plots to kill C
astro 

, 
had som

ehow
 backfired in D

allas. 

W
riting in the N

e
w

 Y
o
rk R

e
vie

w
 o

f B
o
o
ks in

 to
n
, S

ch
o
rr p

o
in

ted
 

out that O
sw

ald could have becom
e aw

are of these plots, and C
astro's 

reaction to them
, from

 an article that appeared in his local new
spaper 

som
e ten w

eeks before the aqcsssination. T
he article w

as based on an 

im
prom

ptu interview
 A

m
erican reporter D

aniel H
arker had had w

ith 

C
astro in S

eptem
ber t963, and C

astro w
as quoted as saying, "W

e are 

p
rep

ared
 to

 fig
h
t th

em
 an

d
 an

sw
er in

 k
in

d
. U

n
ited

 S
tates lead

ers 

should think that if they arc aiding terrorist plans to elim
inate C

uban 

leaders, they them
selves w

ill not 
be safe." (T

his new
spaper article 

appears in the W
arren C

om
m

ission's published exhibits. It w
a
sn

't 

m
entioned in the W

arren R
eport, how

ever.) 

Is it possible that C
astro's w

arning to A
m

erican leaders gave O
s-

w
ald the idea that K

ennedy should be killed? D
aniel S

chorr thought 

so. H
e revealed that just three w

e
e
ks after the H

arker interview
 w

as 

published, O
sw

ald reportedly m
ade threatening statem

ents about 

K
ennedy w

hen he visited the C
uban E

m
bassy in M

exico C
ity to apply 

fo
r a v

isa to
 en

ter C
u
b
a. O

sw
ald

 w
as q

u
o
ted

 as tellin
g
 a co

n
su

lar 

(1
) i&
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, senate com

m
ittee reports on the C

IA
 plots to m

urder C
astro, and the 

..- 	
N

o
t th

at I w
as d

o
in

g
 an

y
 b

eireF.. W
iE

F
O

ut ever—
V
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m
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W

A 	
0 A
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oN 	
vt:Ilao, 

official that he w
anted to "free C

uba from
 A

m
erican im

perialism
." 

T
h
en

 h
e said

, "S
o
m

eo
n
e o

u
g
h
t to

 sh
o
o
t th

at P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
. 

M
ay

b
e I'll try

 to
 d

o
 it." S

ch
o
rr h

ad
 u

n
co

v
ered

 tw
o
 so

u
rces th

at 
reported O

sw
ald's threat. O

ne w
as a top-secret letter F

B
I director J. 

} E
dgar H

oover had sent to the W
arren C

om
m

ission in 1964, the other 
W

ylt1,40'‘' 	
a
 pcibloid article in t967 that quoted F

idel C
astro. 

,avb k$1, '1;11 C
onsidering the tim

ing of O
sw

ald's outburst, S
chorr concluded 

a.- 	
tvi 

	

l 	

v
,y.) that it w

as likely C
astro had influenced O

sw
ald, as L

yndon Johnson 
''' 	

, had suspected. S
chorr w

rote, "T
he 'influence' m

ay have been as sim
- 

4,‘'k
 	

ple as reading C
astro's public denunciation of attem

pts on him
 and 

	

1", 	
the w

arning of possible retaliation." S
chorr believed that "the possi- 

biiity O
sw

ald acted on his ow
n, inspired by C

astro's statem
ent, cannot 

'"oi.a‘ today be proved." E
ven so, he ended by saying, "A

n arrow
 launched 

into the air to kill a foreign leader m
ay w

ell have fallen back to kill 
o
u
r o

w
n
." 

B
y the tim

e S
chorr's article appeared, m

y research had already led 
m

e to
 a sim

ilar co
n

clu
sio

n
. T

h
is b

o
o

k
 w

ill p
resen

t ev
id

en
ce th

at 
C

astro's public w
arning did, in fact, inspire O

sw
ald to assassinate the 

president. F
urtherm

ore, the full context of O
sw

ald's life directed him
 

to
w

ard
 th

is reactio
n
. In

 th
e fin

al an
aly

sis, th
e assassin

atio
n
 w

as a 

In large part, A
m

erican authorities have been understandably reluc-
_
 C

an
t to

 su
g
g
est th

at C
u
b
a o

r an
y
 o

th
er fo

reig
n
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t w
as in

-
volved—

how
ever indirectly—

in the assassination of the president. 
\s".3

 	
O

ne of the authors of the W
arren R

eport, attorney W
esley J. L

ie- 
A

'+ 	
tieler, told w

riter D
avid S

. L
itton in 1965 that he "suspected C

uban 
'involvem

ent." W
riting in B

est E
vidence, L

ifton said that L
iebeler then 

N
S"' 

	

	
"dw

elt at great length on a speech C
astro had m

ade in S
eptem

ber 1963 
and the possibility that this speech m

ay have influenced O
sw

ald." 
V

,' 	
(T

his "speech" w
as the new

spaper article quoted above.) L
ifton only 

•̀
 I- 

i m
entioned this conversation in passing and said nothing further about 

i t. B
ut there w

as no hint of L
iebeler's suspicion in the W

arren R
eport. 

\a 	
\ A

ccording to records in the  N
ational A

rchives,-L
iebeler had argued 

'a.r• 	
th

iitro
's w

arn
in

g
 sh

o
u

ld
 b

e in
clu

d
ed

  in
 th

e rep
o

rt, b
u

t h
e w

as 
overruled by the chief counsel of the investigation, J. L

ee R
ankin, w

ho 
contended that there w

as no evidence O
sw

ald had seen it. L
iebeler 

s. ,,,, 
..) 

,
 	

1
.

:‘'r.  '. 
.... -4

. 
,, 

 
.,

‘'-%
 4 	

-) ''Z
' 

In
tro

d
u

c
tio

n
 1

3
 

w
rote a m

em
o protesting this decision, noting that the sam

e could be 
said of certain anti-K

ennedy propaganda distributed in D
allas, w

hich 
w

as discussed in the report. L
iebeler added, "O

ur discussion of the 
possible inclusion of the C

astro quote had obvious political over- 
tones." 

	_,°-,,,,
%

*(`` 
H

oover's top-secret letter w
as also w

ithheld from
 the report. A

fter 
u-,Aux. ,-...., 

the assassination a C
om

m
unist party inform

ant for the F
B

I had gone 
l

siV3 .1
"
 

to C
uba and m

et w
ith F

idel C
astro. T

he inform
ant said that C

astro i,, 	
e 

had told him
 about a threat O

sw
ald had m

ade against the president 0 \i`ci, ' 
in  M

exico C
ity—

C
astro explained that the C

ubans had considered 
),1S INA 

this a provocation and w
ould have nothing to do w

ith him
. H

oover , i- 0 1,106 
passed this inform

ation along in his letter to the C
om

m
ission, but the 

m
atter w

as dropped. N
ow

here in the report is there any indication 
that O

sw
ald m

ight have threatened K
ennedy's life in the presence of 

a C
uban official. O

n the contrary, the report states that the C
om

m
is-

sion had found n
o eviden

ce "that O
sw

ald's trip to M
exico w

as in any 
w

ay connected w
ith the assassination of P

resident K
ennedy." T

he 
author of that section of the report, W

. D
avid Slaw

son, apparently 
010  

never saw
 H

oover's letter. 	
pal  iaaata -n

iV
ev

eli(,a4
 rito

 	
1 	

.0
.,j,, 

T
hus, the W

arren R
eport om

itted tw
o significant piecek /of evi- 1,„/..!%

,,, t,i..;  
B

ence; (i) C
astro's w

arning that he w
as ready to "answ

eT
ii —

k
i itid

"
to

 A
tifit 

A
m

erican-backed assassination plots, w
hich appeared in O

sw
ald's r -  cl•d'` 

hom
etow

n paper on S
eptem

ber 9; (z) a report that som
e three w

eeks 'J,, 
later O

sw
ald told the C

ubans he w
as ready to kill the president. H

ad i f, ,,;J. • 
the W

arren investigation put together these and other clues available 
r / 	

IA
 

to it, O
sw

ald's probable m
otive m

ight have been explained back in _ *
,is/r 4
i

N1
, 

1964.
C

V
■ p

D
 4.  

H
ow

ever, there w
as one piece of inform

ation the C
om

m
ission -,j,, ,  r,  .,,L

.--,.41
 

didn't have. It didn't know
 the C

IA
 had been trying to m

urder F
idel 

v \-'1
  ,,,-5.'O

n
  

C
astro. If these plots had been com

m
on know

ledge in N
ovem

ber 1963, ' ,11' .,,a`l' .r., 
as they are today, the announcem

ent that the accused assassin w
as a 'v. °

  si),
," 

m
ilitant supporter of C

astro w
ould have suggested a retaliation from

 0'1  ',. „ ,--- 
th

e start. B
u
t th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 in

v
estig

ato
rs d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

 :s. 1.4s' 
about about our "M

urder Incorporated" in the C
aribbean—

the C
IA

 .,,,, 	
,,t  

officials w
ho had that know

ledge didn't tell them
. W

ith that path kept f:,,, \\, 
in the dark, the C

om
m

ission looked for O
sw

ald's m
otivation dow

n 
s everal better-lighted dead ends. 

H
aving failed to provide a m

otive the W
arren R

eport soon fell prey 
to the proponents of a conspiracy, w

ho dism
issed O

sw
ald as a paw

n 
and looked for a m

otive ih the m
inds of M

afia dons and C
IA

 opera- 
li 	

elf 
	opera- 

tiv
es. It is o

n
e p

u
rp

o
se th

is b
o

o
k

 to
 sh

o
w

 h
o

w
 so

m
e o

f th
e m

o
st 

k\Jv \k), 

co. 

	

	
natural outgrow

th of O
sw

ald's character and background—
and of the 

N
O

' A
m

erican-backed plots to kill C
astro. 

'0
'.  -

'I 	
T

he reader w
ill probably be skeptical, for there have already been 

' tw
o official investigations and scores of books, each claim

ing to have 
vit

it, 	
uncovered the  truth  about D

allas:H
e of she m

ay w
ell 	

w
hat 

O
r' 	

you say is true, w
hy fiasn'tiffis solution been discovered before now

? 
• 
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a
4
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,44
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v
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ch 
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24... O
sw

ald's G
am

e 

w
id

e
ly re

a
d
 co

n
sp

ira
cy b

o
o
ks h

a
ve

 p
re

se
n
te

d
 w

h
a
t a

m
o
u
n
ts to

 a
n
 

im
a
g
in

a
ry h

itto
ry. T

h
e
 a

rg
u
m

e
n
t th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s th

e
 to

o
l o

f a
 h

ig
h
-

le
ve

l co
n
sp

ira
cy d

o
e
s se

e
m

 p
la

u
sib

le
, u

n
til o

n
e
 trie

s to
 fit it in

to
 th

e
 

context these theorists alw
ays leave out—

the personality and back- 
g

ro
u

n
d

 o
f L

e
e

 H
a

rve
y O

sw
a

ld
, th

e
 in

d
ivid

u
a

l. 
Jean D

avison 

O
SW

A
L

D
'S G

A
M

E
 



A
 M

ost U
n

u
su

al D
efector 

O
N

 a crisp, clear day in O
ctober, 1959, advisers and allies of the 

K
en

n
ed

y
 fam

ily
 g

ath
ered

 fo
r an

 im
p
o
rtan

t m
eetin

g
 at R

o
b
ert 

K
ennedy's house on C

ape C
od. S

eated in front of a fireplace, they 

listened as S
enator John K

ennedy talked about his decision to m
ake 

a run for the 196o D
em

ocratic presidential nom
ination. T

his election 

w
ould m

ark the end of the E
isenhow

er era, a period of deceptive 

tranquillity com
pared to the raucous • decade that lay ahead. T

he 

country w
as at peace, although the C

old W
ar continued, as both sides 

tested intercontinental ballistic m
issiles and began putting unm

anned 

satellites into orbit. In C
uba, F

idel C
astro's revolution w

as less than 

a year old. T
here w

as a sm
all group of U

.S
. m

ilitary advisers in S
outh 

V
ietnam

, but this w
ould not be a cam

paign issue. E
arlier that year the 

m
ilestone of first A

m
erican casualties—

tw
o G

Is killed by a V
ietcong 

bom
b—

m
ade front-page new

s. H
ow

ever, the conflict there soon 

dropped to the back pages. A
t hom

e, the civil rights m
ovem

ent w
as 

quietly gaining m
om

entum
. It w

as the year of "F
ather K

now
s B

est" 

and "L
eave It to B

eaver," the T
V

 quiz show
 scandals, and the kitchen 

debate betw
een P

rem
ier N

ikita K
hruschev and V

ice-P
resident N

ixon. 

D
uring the sam

e m
onth the K

ennedy forces assem
bled to m

ap 

strategy,- a young ex-M
arine nam

ed L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald entered the 

S
oviet U

nion on a six-day visa. S
oon after he reached M

oscow
 he 

inform
ed his fem

ale Intourist guide that he w
anted to becom

e a S
oviet 

citizen. S
he helped him

 draft a letter to the S
uprem

e S
oviet and put 

him
 in touch w

ith the appropriate officials—
w

ho w
ere not encourag-

ing. O
n O

ctober zi he w
as inform

ed that since his visa had expired, 

he w
ould have to leave the country that evening. O

sw
ald w

ent back 

...27 



...O
sw

ald's G
ant. 

to his hotel room
 and cut his left w

rist about an hour before his guide 
w

as scheduled to arrive. S
he found him

 in tim
e, and he w

as taken to 
a hospital w

here his m
inor w

ound w
as stitched up and he w

as held 
for observation. T

he ploy of a suicide attem
pt apparently turned the 

S
oviet bureaucracy around. A

ccording to O
sw

ald's R
ussian diary, a 

new
 group of officials interview

ed him
 and told him

 that his request 
to stay in the country w

as being reconsidered and that he w
ould hear 

fro
m

 th
em

, b
u
t "n

o
t so

o
n
." 

A
fter w

aiting in his hotel room
 for three days, O

sw
ald decided a 

"show
dow

n" w
as needed to give the R

ussians a sign of his faith in 
th

em
. O

n
 O

cto
b

er 3
1

 h
e to

o
k
 a tax

i to
 th

e A
m

erican
 E

m
b

assy
, 

slam
m

ed his passport dow
n on C

onsul R
ichard S

nyder's desk, and 
announced that he w

anted to give up his A
m

erican citizenship. O
s-

w
ald gave S

nyder a signed, handw
ritten note: 

I, L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald, do hereby request that m
y present citizenship 

in the U
nited S

tates of A
m

erica be revoked. 
I have entered the S

oviet U
nion for the express purpose of applying 

for citizenship in the S
oviet U

nion, through the m
eans of naturalization. 

M
y request for citizenship is now

 pending before the S
uprem

e S
oviet of 

the U
S

S
R

. 
I take these steps for political reasons. M

y request for the revoking 
o

f m
y

 A
m

erican
 citizen

sh
ip

 is m
ad

e o
n
ly

 after th
e lo

n
g
est an

d
 m

o
st 

serious consideration. 
I affirm

 that m
y allegiance is to the U

nion of S
oviet S

ocialist R
epub-

lics.' 

T
h

e
 n

o
te

 sh
o

w
e
d

 th
a
t O

sw
ald understood the legal procedure for 

renouncing his citizenship. S
nyder observed at a glance that O

sw
ald 

w
as "w

ound up like six w
atch springs." H

e later said, "Y
ou could tell 

he'd been rehearsing this scene for a long tim
e." 

W
hen O

sw
ald dem

anded that he be allow
ed to sign the necessary 

papers then and there, the consul stalled. T
he m

onth before, another 
A

m
erican had form

ally renounced his citizenship and had been ac-
cepted by the S

oviets. It turned out that the m
an had been discharged 

fro
m

 th
e arm

ed
 fo

rces w
ith

 a i0
0

%
 m

en
tal d

isab
ility

. W
h

en
 th

e 
m

ental problem
 becam

e obvious, the S
oviets had reacted as though 

they had purchased dam
aged goods. T

hey contacted the em
bassy and 

ordered the A
m

ericans to "get him
 out of here." W

ith that incident 
in m

ind, S
nyder, w

ho had once w
orked for the C

IA
, tried to get m

ore 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
 fro

m
 O

sw
ald

. H
e ask

ed
 h

is reaso
n
s, an

d
 O

sw
ald

 
launched into a condem

nation of A
m

erican m
ilitary im

perialism
. 

A
 M

ost U
nusual D

etector ... 19 

W
hen O

sw
ald declared, "I am

 a M
arxist," S

nyder joked th
at he w

as 
g
o
in

g
 to

 b
e a v

ery
 lo

n
eso

m
e m

an
 in

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
. E

v
id

en
tly

, 
O

sw
ald didn't get it. H

e replied that he had been w
arned the consul 

w
o

u
ld

 try
 to

 talk
 h

im
 o

u
t o

f h
is d

ecisio
n

, an
d

 h
e d

id
n

't w
an

t an
y

 
lectures. S

nyder quizzed him
 about his know

ledge of M
arxist theory. 

H
e later rem

em
bered asking him

 "if he could tell m
e a little bit about 

the theory of labor value." O
sw

ald didn't have the faintest notion of 
w

hat he w
as talking about. W

hen he w
rote to W

ashington about this 
incident tw

o days later, he said that O
sw

ald had "displayed all the airs 
of a new

 sophom
ore party-liner." T

he overall im
pression S

nyder got 
w

as one of "overbearing arrogance and insufferable adolescence." H
e 

thought O
sw

ald w
as intelligent and m

entally com
petent—

but unintel-
lectual, intense, and hum

orless. 
S

om
etim

e during their conversation, O
sw

ald dropped another hot 
p

o
tato

 in
 h

is lap
. W

h
ile O

sw
ald

 w
as in the M

arines he had been a 
radar operator at a U

.S
. base in Japan from

 w
hich A

m
erica's secret 

U
-2 planes m

ade reconnaissance flights over the S
oviet U

nion. H
e had 

track
ed

 th
e h

ig
h
-altitu

d
e IJ-zs o

n
 h

is rad
ar screen

. W
h
en

 S
n
y
d
er 

asked him
 if he w

as actually prepared to serve the S
oviet state, O

sw
ald 

told him
 about his duty as a radar operator and that he had inform

ed. 
S

oviet officials he w
as ready to give them

 any m
ilitary inform

ation he 
could recall concerning his specialty. H

e hinted he m
ight know

 som
e-

thing of special interest. 
R

ichard S
nyder's assistant, John M

cV
ick.ar, w

as in the sam
e room

 
listening to this. T

he business about giving aw
ay secrets "raised hack-

les," he later testified. H
e thought O

sw
ald m

ade the threat in order 
to

 sh
o

ck
 S

n
y

d
er in

to
 tak

in
g

 p
ro

m
p

t actio
n

 o
n

 h
is ren

u
n

ciatio
n

 o
f 

citizenship. T
he tone of the m

eeting w
as so unpleasant that M

cV
ickar 

and tw
o other people w

ho w
ere in and out of the room

 during part 
of it—

a receptionist and an A
m

erican exchange student—
still rem

em
-

bered it years later. 
F

inally S
nyder told O

sw
ald that the em

bassy staff w
ould need som

e 
tim

e to prepare the n
ecessary

 p
ap

ers an
d

 that he w
ould have to com

e 
back. O

sw
ald stalked out, leaving his passport behind. S

nyder im
-

m
ediately drafted a w

ire to
 the D

epartm
ent of S

tate reporting O
s-

w
ald's visit, including his threat to reveal m

ilitary inform
ation. C

opies 
o
f th

e telex
 w

ere sen
t to

 th
e C

IA
, F

B
I, an

d
 th

e O
ffice o

f N
av

al 
Intelligence. 

S
om

eone at the em
b

assy
 alerted

 th
e p

ress, an
d

 th
e n

ex
t d

ay
 th

e N
ew

 
Y

ork T
im

es ran
 a sm

all story at the top of page 3: 
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3
0
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s
w

a
ld

's
 G

a
m

e
 

E
X

-M
A

R
IN

E
 R

E
Q

U
E

S
T

S
 

S
O

V
IE

T
 C

IT
IZ

E
N

S
H

IP
 

M
O

S
C

O
W

, O
ct. 31 (A

P
)—

A
 form

er m
arine from

 T
exas told the U

nited 

S
tates E

m
bassy today that he had applied for S

oviet citizenship. 

"I have m
ade up m

y m
ind, F

m
 through:" said Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald, 

zo years old of F
ort W

orth, slapping his passport on the desk. 

T
he em

bassy suggested that he w
ithhold signing papers renouncing 

his citizenship until he w
as sure the S

oviet U
nion w

ould accept him
. 

M
r. O

sw
ald is the third A

m
erican in recent m

onths to apply for S
oviet 

citizenship upon arriving in M
oscow

. . . . 

M
r. O

sw
ald's m

other, M
rs. M

arguerite O
sw

ald, lives in F
ort W

orth. 

H
is sister-in-law

, M
rs. R

. L. O
sw

ald of F
ort W

orth. said he got out of 

the M
arines about a m

onth ago and returned to F
ort W

orth for a visit. 

A
fte

r th
e
 n

e
w

s b
ro

ke
, O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s b

e
sie

g
e
d
 b

y re
p
o
rte

rs a
t h

is h
o
te

l 

ro
o
m

. H
e
 re

fu
se

d
 a

ll in
te

rvie
w

s, a
s w

e
ll a

s te
le

p
h
o
n
e
 ca

lls fro
m

 h
is 

m
o
th

e
r a

n
d
 b

ro
th

e
rs b

a
ck h

o
m

e
. H

is b
ro

th
e
r R

o
b
e
rt fo

u
n
d
 o

u
t w

h
e
n
 

a
 re

p
o
rte

r fro
m

 th
e
 F

o
rt W

o
rth

 S
ta

r-T
e
le

g
ra

m
 

co
n
fro

n
te

d
 h

im
 at 

w
o
rk

 w
ith

 a te
le

x fro
m

 M
o
sco

w
. H

e
 to

ld
 th

e
 re

p
o
rte

r, "L
e
e
 is a

w
fu

lly 

yo
u
n
g
, lo

o
kin

g
 fo

r e
xcite

m
e
n
t. I d

o
n
't b

e
lie

ve
 h

e
 kn

o
w

s w
h
a
t h

e
 is 

d
o
in

g
." A

s
 s

o
o
n
 a

s
 R

o
b
e
rt g

o
t h

o
m

e
 h

e
 te

le
g
ra

p
h
e
d
 h

is
 b

ro
th

e
r: 

"T
h
ro

u
g
h
 a

n
y p

o
ssib

le
 m

e
a
n
s co

n
ta

ct m
e
. M

ista
ke

." 

O
n
 N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 3

 O
sw

a
ld

 w
ro

te
 to

 th
e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 a

m
b
a
ssa

d
o
r, g

o
in

g
 

o
ve

r S
n
yd

e
r's h

e
a
d
 a

s it w
e
re

, to
 re

p
e
a
t h

is re
q
u
e
st fo

r a
 re

vo
ca

tio
n
 

o
f h

is citize
n
sh

ip
 a

n
d
 to

 p
ro

te
st S

n
yd

e
r's re

fu
sa

l to
 g

ra
n
t h

is "le
g
a
l 

rig
h
t" to

 sig
n
 th

e
 p

a
p
e
rs. T

h
e
 le

tte
r co

n
clu

d
e
d
 b

y sa
yin

g
 th

a
t in

 th
e
 

e
ve

n
t h

is a
p
p
lica

tio
n
 fo

r S
o
vie

t citize
n
sh

ip
 w

a
s a

cce
p
te

d
, "1

 w
ill re

-

q
u
e
st m

y g
o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t to

 lo
d
g
e
 a

 fo
rm

a
l p

ro
te

st re
g
a
rd

in
g
 th

is in
ci-

d
e
n
t." 

F
ive

 d
a
ys la

te
r, h

e
 w

ro
te

 R
o
b
e
rt: 

W
elt, w

hat shall w
e talk about, the w

eather perhaps? C
ertainly you 

do not w
ish m

e to speak of m
y decision to rem

ain in the S
oviet U

nion 

and apply for citizenship here, since I'm
 afraid you w

ould not be able 

to com
prehend m

y reasons. Y
ou really don't know

 anything about m
e. 

D
o you know

 for instance that I have w
aited to do this for w

ell over a 

year. do you know
 that I [phrase in R

ussian] speak a fair am
ount of 

R
ussian w

hich I have been studying for m
any m

onths. 

I have been told that I w
ill not h

a
v
e
 to leave the S

oviet U
nion III do 

not care to. T
his then is m

y decision. I w
ill not leave this country, the 

S
oviet U

nion, under any conditions, I w
ill never return to the U

nited 

S
tates w

hich is a country I hate. 

M
o

s
t U

n
u

s
u

a
l D

e
fe

c
to

r 	
3
1
 

R
e
a
d
in

g
 th

e
se

 co
ld

 w
o
rd

s, o
n
e
 w

o
n
d
e
rs w

h
a
t th

e
re

 w
a
s in

 O
sw

a
ld

's 

p
a
st th

a
t le

d
 h

im
 to

 re
je

ct n
o
t o

n
ly h

is co
u
n
try b

u
t h

is b
ro

th
e
r a

s w
e
ll. 

o
th

e
rs—

e
sp

e
cia

lly p
e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 h

a
ve

 fo
llo

w
e
d
 th

e
 co

n
tro

ve
rsy a

b
o
u
t 

th
e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
—

m
a
y su

sp
e
ct th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s in

sin
ce

re
 

and ask: W
h
o
 se

n
t h

im
?
 W

h
a
t w

a
s th

e
 re

a
l p

u
rp

o
se

 b
e
h
in

d
 h

is co
m

in
g
 

io the S
oviet U

nion? C
e
rta

in
ly th

e
re

 w
a
s m

o
re

 to
 O

sw
a
ld

's d
e
fe

ctio
n
 

than a
p
p
e
a
re

d
 o

n
 th

e
 su

rfa
ce

. 

T
w

o
 w

e
e
ks a

fte
r h

is co
n
fro

n
ta

tio
n
 w

ith
 S

n
yd

e
r, O

sw
a
ld

 ch
a
n
g
e
d
 

his m
in

d
 a

b
o
u
t ta

lkin
g
 to

 th
e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 p

re
ss co

rp
s. H

e
 g

a
ve

 tw
o
 

in
te

rvie
w

s in
 w

h
ich

 h
e
 e

la
b
o
ra

te
d
 o

n
 h

is re
a
so

n
s fo

r d
e
fe

ctin
g
. O

n
 

N
o
ve

m
b
e
r 1

3
 h

e
 ca

lle
d
 A

lin
e
 M

o
sb

y, a
 U

P
I co

rre
sp

o
n
d
e
n
t, w

h
o
 ca

m
e
 

to
 h

is ro
o
m

 o
n
 th

e
 se

co
n
d
 flo

o
r o

f th
e
 M

e
tro

p
o
le

 H
o
te

l. It w
a
s a

 la
rg

e
 

ro
o
m

 o
ve

rlo
o
kin

g
 th

e
 B

o
lsh

o
i T

h
e
a
te

r, w
ith

 o
rn

a
te

 fu
rn

itu
re

 a
n
d
 b

lu
e
 

w
alls and she thought he lo

o
ke

d
 to

ta
lly o

u
t o

f p
la

ce
 th

e
re

, "like
 so

m
e
 

O
kie

 fro
m

 th
e
 b

o
o
n
d
o
cks." M

o
sb

y a
ske

d
 q

u
e
stio

n
s a

n
d
 to

o
k n

o
te

s in
 

sh
o
rth

a
n
d
, a

n
d
 O

sw
a
ld

 ta
lke

d
 "n

o
n
-sto

p
" fo

r tw
o
 h

o
u
rs. H

e
 se

e
m

e
d
 

a little
 stiff a

t first, b
u
t th

e
 lo

n
g
e
r h

e
 ta

lke
d
, th

e
 m

o
re

 co
n
fid

e
n
t, e

ve
n
 

sm
ug, he becam

e. 
A

lin
e
 M

o
sb

y w
a
s a

 ve
te

ra
n
 re

p
o
rte

r, o
rig

in
a
lly fro

m
 M

o
n
ta

n
a
. (It 

w
as she w

h
o
 re

ve
a
le

d
, in

 1
9
5
2
, th

a
t M

a
rilyn

 M
o
n
ro

e
 h

a
d
 o

n
ce

 p
o
se

d
 

for a nude calendar photo.) S
he had questioned other A

m
erican defec-

to
rs d

u
rin

g
 her 

a
ssig

n
m

e
n
t in

 M
o
sco

w
, b

u
t a

s th
e
 in

te
rvie

w
 p

ro
-

gressed she could see that O
sw

ald w
as an anom

aly. T
he others as she 

p
e
rce

ive
d
 th

e
m

, fe
ll in

to
 o

n
e
 o

f tw
o
 ca

te
g
o
rie

s--e
ith

e
r a

 "h
ig

h
-le

ve
l 

o
fficia

l w
h
o
 h

a
d
 p

la
ye

d
 a

n
 im

p
o
rta

n
t ro

le
 in

 h
is co

u
n
try a

n
d
 d

e
cid

e
d
 

to
 tra

n
sfe

r h
is kn

o
w

le
d
g
e
 to

 th
e
 S

o
vie

t sid
e
" o

r so
m

e
o
n
e
 "o

f th
e
 

w
h
o
 fle

e
s b

e
h
in

d
 th

e
 Iro

n
 C

u
rta

in
 in

 th
e
 h

o
p
e
s o

f 

escaping 	
problem

s ." O
sw

a
ld

 cla
im

e
d
 th

a
t h

is re
a
so

n
s w

e
re

 

gntiigcc aP
c vl. arriW

h
w

eniyal
e
n
 M

o
sb

y h
e
a
rd

 h
im

 u
sin

g
 p

h
ra

se
s like

 "ca
p
ita

list 

la
cke

ys," sh
e
 th

o
u
g
h
t it so

u
n
d
e
d
 "a

s if it w
e
re

 a
ll b

e
in

g
 g

ive
n
 b

y ro
te

, 

as if h
e
 h

a
d
 m

e
m

o
rize

d
 P

ra
vd

a
." S

h
e
 g

o
t ve

ry fe
w

 g
lim

p
se

s o
f th

e
 

p
e
rso

n
 b

e
h
in

d
 th

e
 p

o
litica

l ta
lk. 

M
o
sb

y a
ske

d
 h

im
 h

o
w

 h
e
 h

a
d
 b

e
co

m
e
 a

 M
a
rxist, a

n
d
 h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
r, 

"1
 b

e
ca

m
e
 in

te
re

ste
d
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 a

g
e
 o

f ts. F
ro

m
 a

n
 id

e
o
lo

g
ica

l vie
w

-

p
o
in

t. A
n
 o

ld
 la

d
y h

a
n
d
e
d
 m

e
 a

 p
a
m

p
h
le

t a
b
o
u
t sa

vin
g
 th

e
 R

o
se

n
-

be
rgs. . . . I lo

o
k
e
d
 a

t th
a
t p

a
p
e
r a

n
d
 I s

till re
m

e
m

b
e
r it fo

r s
o
m

e
 

m
a
so

n
, I d

o
n
't kn

o
w

 w
h
y."' H

e
 w

a
s livin

g
 w

ith
 h

is m
o
th

e
r in

 N
e
w

 

Y
o
rk C

ity a
t th

e
 tim

e
. T

h
e
 R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

 p
a
m

p
h
le

t in
tro

d
u
ce

d
 h

im
 to

 

so
cia

list lite
ra

tu
re

. H
e
 b

e
g
a
n
 o

b
se

rvin
g
 th

e
 "cla

ss stru
g
g
le

" in
 N

e
w

 

Y
o
rk, "th

e
 lu

x
u
ry

 o
f P

a
rk

 A
v
e
n
u
e
 a

n
d
 th

e
 w

o
rk

e
rs

' liv
e
s
 o

n
 th

e
 

[L
o
w

e
r] E

a
st S

id
e
." N

o
b
o
d
y h

a
d
 in

flu
e
n
ce

d
 h

im
, h

e
 sa

id
 a

n
d
 in

siste
d
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th
a
t it w

a
s o

n
ly th

ro
u
g
h
 h

is re
a
d
in

g
 a

n
d
 p

e
rso

n
a
l o

b
se

rva
tio

n
 d

es'':: 

A
m

erican society that he had becom
e a M

arxist. "I guess you couitl._,' 

say I w
as influenced by w

hat I read, and by observing that the m
aterid. 

w
a
s co

rre
ct in

 its th
e
se

s." 

S
erving in the M

arines had strengthened his beliefs, particularly 

vie
w

 o
f A

m
e
rica

n
 im

p
e
ria

lism
: "L

ike
 F

o
rm

o
sa

. T
h
e
 co

n
d
u
ct 0

6
.: 

A
m

e
rica

n
 te

ch
n
icia

n
s th

e
re

, h
e
lp

in
g
 d

ra
g
 u

p
 g

u
n
s fo

r th
e
 C

h
in

e
se.%

 

L
I, W

a
tch

in
g
 A

m
e
rica

n
 te

ch
n
icia

n
s sh

o
w

 th
e
 C

h
in

e
se

 h
o
w

 to
 u

se
 th

e
 

W
in

 v'17  —
it's o

n
e
 th

in
g
 to

 ta
lk a

b
o
u
t co

m
m

u
n
ism

 a
n
d
 a

n
o
th

e
r th

in
g
 to

 d
ra

tr 

L
i1

-
,
 	

' a gun up a m
ountainside." O

n guard duty at night, he said, he w
ould 

7  dream
 about getting out of the M

arines and going to R
ussia—

it w
ould':;.; 

twig
 	

b
e
, h

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t, "like

 b
e
in

g
 o

u
t o

f p
riso

n
." 

A
b
o
u
t h

is d
e
cisio

n
 to

 le
a
ve

 A
m

e
rica

 h
e
 sa

id
, "I w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t ca

re
 ta

i.' 

live
 in

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s w
h
e
re

 b
e
in

g
 a

 w
o
rke

r m
e
a
n
s yo

u
 a

re
 e

t... 

p
la

ite
d
 b

y th
e
 ca

p
ita

lists. If I w
o
u
ld

 re
m

a
in

 in
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s,i':, 

feeling as I do, under the capitalist system
, I could never get ahead,L,; 

. I w
ould have a choice of becom

ing a w
orker under the system

 

h
a
te

, o
r b

e
co

m
in

g
 u

n
e
m

p
lo

ye
d
. . . . O

n
e
 w

a
y o

r a
n
o
th

e
r I'd

 lo
se

 hi  

th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. In
 m

y o
w

n
 m

in
d
, e

ve
n
 if I'd

 b
e
 e

xp
lo

itin
g
 o

th
te

t 

w
o
rke

rs." E
vid

e
n
tly, it w

a
s fa

irly im
p
o
rta

n
t to

 h
im

 to
 g

e
t a

h
e
a
d
 and 

- 

not lose. 
H

e
 p

re
se

n
te

d
 h

im
se

lf a
s a

 stru
g
g
lin

g
 id

e
a
list: "I'm

 sin
ce

re
 in

 m
y 

id
e
a
l. T

h
is is n

o
t so

m
e
th

in
g
 in

ta
n
g
ib

le
. I'm

 g
o
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 p

a
in

 a
n
d
 

d
ifficu

lty to
 d

o
 th

is." B
u
t e

ve
n
 a

n
 id

e
a
list ca

n
 b

e
 a

g
g
re

ssive
, a

n
d
 he;: 

se
e
m

e
d
 to

 b
e
lie

ve
 h

e
 h

a
d
 ch

o
se

n
 th

e
 w

in
n
in

g
 sid

e
. A

t o
n
e
 p

o
in

t he  . 

sa
id

, "C
o
m

m
u
n
ism

 is a
n
 a

g
g
re

ssive
 id

e
a
l a

s w
e
ll a

s a
n
 e

co
n
o
m

ic 

syste
m

.... T
h
e
 fo

rce
s o

f co
m

m
u
n
ism

 a
re

 g
ro

w
in

g
. I b

e
lie

ve
 ca

p
ita

l. 

ism
 w

ill d
isa

p
p
e
a
r a

s fe
u
d
a
lism

 d
isa

p
p
e
a
re

d
." H

e
 a

lso
 ta

lke
d
 a

b
o
u
t;. 

a
rm

ch
a
ir so

cia
lists. "Y

o
u
 d

o
n
't ju

st sit a
ro

u
n
d
 a

n
d
 ta

lk a
b
o
u
t it," h

e
.,/ 

sa
id

. "Y
o
u
 g

o
 o

u
t a

n
d
 d

o
 it." 

T
h
e
 n

e
xt d

a
y A

lin
e
 M

o
sb

y's U
P

I sto
ry w

a
s p

icke
d
 u

p
 b

y a
 F

o
r 

W
orth new

spaper and run under the headline "F
ort W

orth D
efector 

C
onfirm

s R
e
d
 B

e
lie

fs." A
fte

r re
a
d
in

g
 h

e
r a

cco
u
n
t in

 a
n
o
th

e
r p

a
p
e
rF

t 

a
va

ila
b
le

 in
 M

o
sco

w
, O

sw
a
ld

 te
le

p
h
o
n
e
d
 M

o
sb

y to
 co

m
p
la

in
 a

b
o
u
t 

w
h
a
t h

e
 co

n
sid

e
re

d
 to

 b
e
 d

isto
rtio

n
s, sa

yin
g
 th

a
t h

is fa
m

ily h
a
d
 	

,
 

been poverty-stricken, as she had said. T
rue, he told h

e
r how

 he had 

seen the "im
poverishm

ent of the m
asses" in his ow

n m
other, but he 

fe
lt th

a
t M

o
sb

y h
a
d
 p

u
t h

e
r e

m
p
h
a
sis in

 th
e
 w

ro
n
g
 p

la
ce

. H
e
 re

ite
..,,.. 

ra
te

d
 th

a
t h

is d
e
fe

ctio
n
 w

a
sn

't p
ro

m
p
te

d
 b

y p
e
rso

n
a
l h

a
rd

sh
ip

, b
u
t 

w
a
s "a

 m
a
tte

r o
n
ly o

f id
e
o
lo

g
y." 

 

O
n N

ovem
ber 16, 1959, P

riscilla Johnson stopped by the A
m

erican 

E
m

bassy to pick up her m
ail. S

he had just returned from
 the U

nited 

sta
te

s, w
h
e
re

 sh
e
 w

a
s co

ve
rin

g
 th

e
 C

a
m

p
 D

a
vid

 su
m

m
it m

e
e
tin

g
 

betw
een P

resident E
isenhow

er and P
rem

ier K
hruschcv. H

er first job, 

o ddly enough, had been in W
ashington as a researcher for the new

ly 

elected senator from
 M

assachusetts, John F
. K

ennedy. In the w
inter 

0 1'1954-1955 she had gotten to know
 him

 w
ell. S

he had left W
ashing-

ton and w
as w

orking in N
ew

 Y
ork as a R

ussian-language translator 

w
hen he w

as hospitalized there for tw
o operations on his spine. S

he 

visite
d
 h

im
 o

cca
sio

n
a
lly d

u
rin

g
 h

is re
co

ve
ry, p

o
sin

g
 a

s o
n
e
 o

f h
is 

sisters. In 1958 she w
ent to M

oscow
 as a correspondent for the N

orth 

A
m

e
rica

n
 N

e
w

sp
a
p
e
r A

llia
n
ce

 a
n
d
 T

h
e P

rogressive 
m

a
g
a
zin

e
. (In

 

1 5,77, as P
riscilla Johnson M

cM
illan, she w

ould publish a book w
ith 

O
sw

ald's w
idow

 called M
arin

a an
d L

ee.) 

A
t the em

bassy that day she had run into John M
cV

ickar, w
ho told 

h
e
r, "O

h
, b

y th
e
 w

a
y, th

e
re

's a
 yo

u
n
g
 A

m
e
rica

n
 in

 yo
u
r h

o
te

l tryin
g
 

to
 d

e
fe

ct. H
e
 w

o
n
't ta

lk to
 a

n
y o

f u
s, 

b
u
t m

a
yb

e
 h

e
'll ta

lk to
 yo

u
 

because you're a w
om

an." W
hen she knocked on the door of O

sw
ald's 

ro
o
m

 la
te

r th
a
t d

a
y, h

e
 ca

m
e
 o

u
t in

to
 th

e
 h

a
ll to

 sp
e
a
k w

ith
 h

e
r 

instead of inviting h
e
r in, but readily agreed to com

e up to her room
 

o
n
 th

e
 flo

o
r a

b
o
ve

 fo
r a

n
 in

te
rvie

w
 th

a
t e

ve
n
in

g
. 

O
sw

ald arrived dressed in a dark flannel suit. W
ith his "pale, rather 

pleasant features." he resem
bled "any of a dozen college boys I had 

kn
o

w
n

 back hom
e." T

hey talked for about five hours, from
 nine until 

tw
o
 in

 th
e
 m

o
rn

in
g
. L

ike
 A

lin
e
 M

o
sb

y, sh
e
 h

a
d
 a

lso
 se

e
n
 o

th
e
r 

defectors, and she too found O
sw

ald hard to figure. O
sw

ald had just 

turned 20, and she had never know
n anyone "of that age ... , or that 

generation, taking an ideological interest to the point w
here he w

ould 

defect." H
e rem

inded her of the leftists w
ho had em

igrated to R
ussia 

fo
r political reasons in the 193os. T

he reasons O
sw

ald gave—
unem

-

p
lo

ym
e
n
t in

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s, ra
cia

l in
e
q
u
a
litie

s—
so

u
n
d
e
d
 "n

in
e
-

te
e
n
.th

irtyish
." 

H
e began by com

plaining about the runaround he had gotten at the 

e
m

b
a
ssy, in

sistin
g
 th

a
t th

e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 o

fficia
ls w

e
re

 "a
ctin

g
 in

 a
n
 

ille
g
a
l w

a
y." H

e
 to

ld
 h

e
r he h

a
d
 d

e
cid

e
d
 to

 g
ra

n
t th

e
 in

te
rvie

w
 b

e
-

a
u
se

, n
o
w

 th
a
t S

o
vie

t o
fficia

ls h
a
d
 a

ssu
re

d
 h

im
 h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e
 

fo
rce

d
 to

 re
tu

rn
 to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s, h
e
 fe

lt "it w
a
s sa

fe
 to

 te
ll h

is 

sid
e
 o

f th
e
 sto

ry." H
e
 w

a
n
te

d
 to

 co
u
n
te

r th
e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 E

m
b
a
ssy's 

statem
ents about his defection because, he said, "I w

ould like to give 

p
e
o
p
le

 in
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s so
m

e
th

in
g
 to

 th
in

k a
b
o
u
t." 

A
fte

r th
a
t, h

e
 se

e
m

e
d
 m

a
in

ly in
te

re
ste

d
 in

 d
iscu

ssin
g
 e

co
n
o
m

ic 
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sw
ald's G

am
e 

th
e
o
ry. L

ike
 R

ich
a
rd

 S
n
yd

e
r, P

riscilla
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 g

o
t th

e
 im

p
re

ssio
n
 

th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

 d
id

n
't fu

lly u
n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 M

a
rxist e

co
n
o
m

ics. W
h
e
n
 sh

e
 

p
o
in

te
d
 o

u
t th

a
t th

e
 S

o
vie

ts m
a
d
e
 a

 la
rg

e
 p

ro
fit fro

m
 th

e
ir w

o
rke

rs 

in
 o

rd
e
r to

 a
ccu

m
u
la

te
 ca

p
ita

l fo
r th

e
 sta

te
, O

sw
a
ld

 a
g
re

e
d
. W

h
a
t w

a
s 

im
p
o
rta

n
t, h

e
 s

a
id

, w
a
s
 th

a
t th

e
 p

ro
fit w

a
s
 u

s
e
d
 to

 b
e
n
e
fit a

ll 
th

e
 

p
e
o
p
le

, e
m

p
h
a
sizin

g
 th

is co
n
ce

p
t w

ith
 a

 sw
e
e
p
 o

f h
is a

rm
. A

ske
d
 

a
b
o
u
t th

e
 d

iffe
re

n
ce

 in
 th

e
 livin

g
 sta

n
d
a
rd

s o
f th

e
 tw

o
 co

u
n
trie

s, h
e
 

re
p
lie

d
, "T

h
e
y d

o
n
't h

a
ve

 a
s m

a
n
y h

o
t w

a
te

r h
e
a
te

rs a
n
d
 m

e
a
t p

ie
s 

h
e
re

 b
u
t th

e
y w

ill in
 2

o
 ye

a
rs, th

ro
u
g
h
 a

n
 e

co
n
o
m

ic syste
m

 th
a
t is 

le
a
vin

g
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s fa
r b

e
h
in

d
." A

t a
n
o
th

e
r p

o
in

t h
e
 to

ld
 h

e
r, 

"I b
e
lie

ve
 so

o
n
e
r o

r la
te

r co
m

m
u
n
ism

 w
ill re

p
la

ce
 ca

p
ita

lism
. C

a
p
ita

l-

ism
 is a

 d
e
fe

n
sive

 id
e
o
lo

g
y, w

h
e
re

a
s co

m
m

u
n
ism

 is a
g
g
re

ssive
." A

 

re
ce

n
t m

e
e
tin

g
 o

f th
e
 S

u
p
re

m
e
 S

o
vie

t h
a
d
 ta

ke
n
 n

o
 a

ctio
n
 o

n
 O

sw
a
ld

's 

re
q
u
e
st fo

r citize
n
sh

ip
, a

n
d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 th

o
u
g
h
t h

e
 se

e
m

e
d
 d

isa
p
p
o
in

te
d
 

a
n
d
 w

o
rrie

d
 b

y th
a
t. B

u
t h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
r h

e
 h

o
p
e
d
 th

a
t h

is e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

 a
s 

a
 ra

d
a
r o

p
e
ra

to
r w

o
u
ld

 m
a
ke

 h
im

 m
o
re

 d
e
sira

b
le

 to
 th

e
m

. 

O
sw

a
ld

's a
cco

u
n
t o

f h
o
w

 he b
e
ca

m
e
 a

 M
a
rxist w

a
s virtu

a
lly th

e
 

sa
m

e
 a

s th
e
 o

n
e
 h

e
 h

a
d
 g

ive
n
 M

o
sb

y. H
e
 re

ite
ra

te
d
 h

is b
e
lie

f, fro
m

 

h
is o

b
se

rva
tio

n
s in

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk, th

a
t th

e
 w

o
rke

rs w
e
re

 e
xp

lo
ite

d
 a

n
d
 

e
xp

la
in

e
d
 o

n
ce

 m
o
re

 h
o
w

 he h
a
d
 d

isco
ve

re
d
 so

cia
list lite

ra
tu

re
 a

n
d
 

sa
w

 th
a
t th

e
 d

e
scrip

tio
n
 it g

a
ve

 o
f ca

p
ita

list so
cie

ty "w
a
s q

u
ite

 co
r-

re
c
t." H

e
 to

ld
 h

e
r, "I h

a
d
 been b

ro
u
g
h
t u

p
 like

 a
n
y S

o
u
th

e
rn

 b
o
y to

 

h
a
te

 N
e
g
ro

e
s. S

o
cia

list lite
ra

tu
re

 o
p
e
n
e
d
 m

y e
ye

s to
 th

e
 e

co
n
o
m

ic 

re
a
so

n
s fo

r h
a
tin

g
 N

e
g
ro

e
s: so

 th
e
 w

a
g
e
s co

u
ld

 b
e
 ke

p
t lo

w
." 

L
iste

n
in

g
 to

 h
im

, Jo
h
n
so

n
 fe

lt "it w
a
s a

s th
o
u
g
h
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
n
te

d
 to

 

co
n
vin

ce
 u

s b
o
th

 th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 n

e
ve

r h
a
d
 a

 ch
ild

h
o
o
d
, th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

a
ll h

is life
 a

 m
a
ch

in
e
, ca

lib
ra

tin
g
 so

cia
l ju

stice
." 

H
e
 re

p
e
a
te

d
ly sa

id
 th

a
t h

is d
e
cisio

n
 to

 d
e
fe

ct w
a
s "u

n
e
m

o
tio

n
a
l." 

B
u
t she n

o
tice

d
 th

a
t h

is vo
ice

 se
e
m

e
d
 to

 tig
h
te

n
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 ta

lke
d
 a

b
o
u
t 

h
is m

o
th

e
r, w

h
o
m

 h
e
 d

e
scrib

e
d
 a

s a
 victim

 o
f th

e
 ca

p
ita

list syste
m

. 

In
 co

n
tra

st, h
is vo

ice
 so

u
n
d
e
d
 co

ld
 a

n
d
 co

n
sid

e
ra

b
ly m

o
re

 d
ista

n
t 

w
h
e
n
 h

e
 a

n
sw

e
re

d
 a

 q
u
e
stio

n
 a

b
o
u
t h

is fa
th

e
r's lin

e
 o

f w
o
rk: "I b

elieve 

he w
a
s a

n
 in

su
ra

n
ce

 sa
le

sm
a
n
." (In

 fa
ct, h

is fa
th

e
r h

a
d
 d

ie
d
 b

e
fo

re
 

O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s b

o
rn

.) O
sw

a
ld

 to
ld

 h
e
r h

e
 h

a
d
 jo

in
e
d
 th

e
 M

a
rin

e
s "b

e
. 

ca
u
se

 w
e
 w

e
re

 p
o
o
r a

n
d
 I d

id
n
't w

a
n
t to

 b
e
 a

 b
u
rd

e
n
 o

n
 m

y fa
m

ily." 

B
y h

is a
cco

u
n
t, h

e
'd

 b
e
e
n
 m

a
kin

g
 p

la
n
s to

 d
e
fe

ct fo
r tw

o
 ye

a
rs, fin

d
in

g
 

o
u
t h

o
w

 to
 g

o
 a

b
o
u
t it m

o
s
tly

 b
y
 re

a
d
in

g
. "I h

a
v
e
 h

a
d
 p

ra
c
tic

a
l 

e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

 in
 th

e
 w

o
rld

," h
e
 sa

id
. "I a

m
 n

o
t a

n
 id

e
a
list co

m
p
le

te
ly. 

I h
a
ve

 h
a
d
 a

 ch
a
n
ce

 to
 w

a
tch

 A
m

e
rica

n
 im

p
e
ria

lism
 in

 a
ctio

n
." 

S
h
o
rtly a

fte
r th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, P

riscilla
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

o
u
ld

 w
rite

, "If 

th
e
re

 w
a
s o

n
e
 th

in
g
 th

a
t sto

o
d
 o

u
t in

 a
ll o

u
r co

n
ve

rsa
tio

n
, it w

a
s h

is 
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tru
ly co

m
p
e
llin

g
 n

e
e
d
 ... to

 th
in

k o
f h

im
se

lf a
s e

xtra
o
rd

in
a
ry." W

h
e
n
 

sh
e
 a

ske
d
 h

im
 if h

e
 re

co
m

m
e
n
d
e
d
 d

e
fe

ctio
n
 to

 o
th

e
rs, he sa

id
 he d

id
 

not. T
he course he h

a
d
 ch

o
se

n
 w

a
s n

o
t fo

r e
ve

ryo
n
e
. D

e
fe

ctio
n
 m

e
a
n
t 

"co
m

in
g
 in

to
 a

 n
e
w

 co
u
n
try, a

lw
a
ys b

e
in

g
 th

e
 o

u
tsid

e
r, a

lw
a
ys a

d
ju

st-

in
g
, b

u
t I k

n
o
w

 n
o
w

 th
a
t I w

ill n
e
v
e
r h

ave 
to

 re
tu

rn
 to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
ta

te
s. I b

e
lie

ve
 w

h
a
t I a

m
 d

o
in

g
 is rig

h
t." 

A
n
d
 la

te
r, in

 M
a
rin

a
 a

n
d

 L
e
e
, 

sh
e
 w

ro
te

, "O
u
r e

ve
n
in

g
 w

a
s like

 

a
 se

e
sa

w
, w

ith
 m

e
 tryin

g
 to

 g
e
t L

e
e
 to

 ta
lk a

b
o
u
t h

im
se

lf a
n
d
 L

e
e
 

tryin
g
 to

 ta
lk a

b
o
u
t h

is 'id
e
o
lo

g
y.' I w

o
u
ld

 sa
y th

a
t L

e
e
 w

o
n
." B

e
fo

re
 

h
e
 le

ft, h
e
 to

ld
 h

e
r h

e
 h

a
d
 n

e
ve

r ta
lke

d
 a

b
o
u
t h

im
se

lf so
 lo

n
g
 to

 a
n
yo

n
e
 

b
e
fo

re
, a

n
d
 s

h
e
 fe

lt a
 tw

in
g
e
 o

f p
ity

, "fo
r if th

is
 w

a
s
 h

is
 id

e
a
 o

f 

openness, th
e
n
 I th

o
u
g
h
t h

e
 m

u
st n

e
ve

r h
a
ve

 ta
lke

d
 a

b
o
u
t h

im
se

lf to
 

a
n
yo

n
e
 a

t a
ll." 

T
e
n
 d

a
ys a

fte
r h

is in
te

rvie
w

 w
ith

 P
riscilla

 Jo
h
n
so

n
, O

sw
a
ld

 w
ro

te
 

a
 se

co
n
d
, re

m
a
rka

b
le

 le
tte

r to
 R

o
b
e
rt, w

h
o
 h

a
d
 re

sp
o
n
d
e
d
 to

 h
is first 

o
n
e
 b

y te
llin

g
 L

e
e
 h

e
 h

a
d
n
't re

n
o
u
n
ce

d
 h

im
. R

o
b
e
rt w

a
s still p

u
zzle

d
 

a
b
o
u
t w

h
y h

is b
ro

th
e
r w

a
n
te

d
 to

 live
 in

 th
e
 S

o
vie

t U
n
io

n
. O

sw
a
ld

's 

le
n
g
th

y re
p
ly b

e
g
a
n
 like

 a
 p

o
litica

l tra
ct a

n
d
 e

n
d
e
d
 w

ith
 a

 th
re

a
t—

th
e
 to

n
e
 w

a
s m

u
ch

 m
o
re

 h
o
stile

 th
a
n
 th

e
 o

n
e
 h

e
 h

a
d
 u

se
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 

w
o
m

e
n
 re

p
o
rte

rs. 
H

e
 b

e
g
a
n
 b

y e
xp

la
in

in
g
 "W

h
y I a

n
d
 m

y fe
llo

w
 w

o
rke

rs a
n
d
 co

m
-

m
u
n
ists w

o
u
ld

 like
 to

 se
e
 th

e
 ca

p
ita

list g
o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t o

f th
e
 U

.S
. o

ve
r-

th
ro

w
n
." H

e
 in

stru
cte

d
 R

o
b
e
rt th

a
t th

e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t "su

p
-

p
o
rts a

n
 e

co
n
o
m

ic syste
m

 w
h
ich

 e
xp

lo
its a

ll th
e
 w

o
rke

rs, a
 syste

m
 

based u
p
o
n
 cre

d
it w

h
ich

 g
ive

s rise
 to

 th
e
 n

e
ve

r-e
n
d
in

g
 cycle

 o
f d

e
p
re

s-

s io
n
, in

fla
tio

n
, u

n
lim

ite
d
 sp

e
cu

la
tio

n
 (w

h
ich

 is th
e
 p

h
a
se

 A
m

e
rica

 is 

in
 n

o
w

) a
n
d
 w

a
r.... L

o
o
k a

ro
u
n
d
 yo

u
, a

n
d
 lo

o
k a

t yo
u
rie

lf S
e
e
 th

e
 

se
g
re

g
a
tio

n
, se

e
 th

e
 u

n
e
m

p
lo

ym
e
n
t a

n
d
 w

h
a
t a

u
to

m
a
tio

n
 is. R

e
m

e
m

-

b
e
r h

o
w

 yo
u
 w

e
re

 la
id

 o
ff a

t C
o
n
va

ir?
" 

H
e co

n
tin

u
e
d
: 

M
k
 m

e
 a

n
d
 I w

ill te
ll yo

u
 I fig

h
t fo

r c
o

m
m

u
n

is
m

. . . I w
ill n

o
t sa

y 

yo
u
r g

ra
n
d
ch

ild
re

n
 w

ill live
 u

n
d
e
r co

m
m

u
n
ism

, lo
o
k fo

r yo
u
rse

lf a
t 

history, look at a w
orld m

ap! A
m

erica is a dying country, I do not w
ish 

to be a part of it, nor do I ever again w
ish to be used as a tool in its 

m
ilitary aggressions. 
T

his should answ
er your question, and also give you a glim

pse of m
y 

w
ay of thinking. 
so you speak of advantages. D

o you think that is w
hy I am

 here? F
or 

personal, m
aterial advantages? H

appiness is not based on oneself, it does 

not consist of a sm
all hom

e, of taking and getting. H
appiness is taking 
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am
e 

p
a
rt in

 th
e
 stru

g
g
le

, w
h
e
re

 th
e
re

 is n
o
 b

o
rd

e
rlin

e
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 o

n
e
's o

w
n
 

p
e
rso

n
a
l w

o
rld

, a
n
d
 th

e
 w

o
rld

 in
 g

e
n
e
ra

l... . 
I h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 a

 p
ro

-co
m

m
u
n
ist fo

r ye
a
rs a

n
d
 ye

t I h
a
ve

 n
e
ve

r m
e
t a

 

com
m

unist, instead I kept silent and observed, and w
hat I observed plus 

m
y M

a
rxist le

a
rn

in
g
 brought m

e here to the S
o
vie

t U
n
io

n
. 

L
\
n

,  1
,16 

I w
an

t you
b

 U
n

iterstan
d

 o
n

o
 w

h
af I say n

o
w

, I d
o

 n
o

t say lig
h

tly, 
o

r u
n

kn
o

w
in

g
ly. . . . H

e ad
vised

 h
is b

ro
th

er o
f th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
. 

1
. In

 th
e
 e

ve
n
t o

f w
a
r I w

o
u
ld

 kill any 
A

m
e
rica

n
 w

h
o
 p

u
t a

 u
n
ifo

rm
 

o
n

 in
 d

e
fe

n
se

 o
f th

e
 A

m
e

rica
n

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t—

a
n

y A
m

e
rica

n
. 

2
. T

h
a
t in

 m
y o

w
n
 m

in
d
 I h

a
ve

 n
o
 a

tta
ch

m
e
n
ts o

f a
n
y kin

d
 in

 th
e
 

U
.S

. 
3

. T
h
a
t I w

a
n
t to

, a
n
d
 I sh

a
ll, live

 a
 n

o
rm

a
l h

a
p
p
y a

n
d
 p

e
a
ce

fu
l life

 

h
e
re

 in
 th

e
 S

o
vie

t U
n
io

n
 for the rear of m

y life. 
4

. T
h
a
t m

y m
o
th

e
r a

n
d
 yo

u
 a

re
 (in

 sp
ite

 o
f w

h
a
t th

e
 n

e
w

sp
a
p
e
r sa

id
) 

not objects of a
ffe

ctio
n
, b

u
t o

n
ly e

xa
m

p
le

s o
f w

o
rke

rs in the U
.S

. 

O
n D

ecem
ber t7 R

obert received a third letter in w
hich O

sw
ald said 

he w
ouldn't w

rite again and didn't w
ant R

obert to continue w
riting 13 

to
 h

im
. T

h
e letter co

n
clu

d
ed

: "I am
 startin

g
 a n

ew
 life an

d
 I d

o
 n

o
t 

w
ish

 to
 h

ave an
yth

in
g

 to
 d

o
 w

ith
 th

e o
ld

 life. I h
o

p
e yo

u
 an

d
 yo

u
r i 

fam
ily w

ill alw
ays b

e in
 g

o
o

d
 h

ealth
." It w

o
u

ld
 b

e h
ard

 to
 im

ag
in

e :1::. 
a m

ore extrem
e rejection of his past. 	

t 
O

n
 Jan

u
ary 4, 196o

, O
sw

ald
 w

as in
fo

rm
ed

 th
at h

is req
u

est fo
r 1; 

S
oviet citizenship had been denied. H

e w
as issued an "identity docu. t 

m
ent for stateless persons" and sent to M

insk to start w
ork in a radio r .  

factory. If O
sw

ald's statem
ents are to be believed, he never intended f-.' 

to
 see th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates o
r h

is fam
ily ag

ain
. 	

i
 

A
lthough the reasons O

sw
ald gave for his defection w

ere political, 
h

is letters to
 R

o
b

ert—
as w

ell as th
e u

n
d

ercu
rren

t o
f h

is in
terview

s 
w

ith
 M

in
e M

o
sb

y an
d

 P
riscilla Jo

h
n

so
n

—
su

g
g

est th
at th

ere w
as 

som
ething highly personal behind his ideology. O

ne of the m
ost curl. f 

ous things about O
sw

ald's sketchy account of his past w
as his state.;-; 

m
enu concerning the S

ave the R
osenbergs pam

phlet. D
uring the early 6 

i95os A
m

erican soldiers w
ere fighting a bloody stalem

ate in K
orea ',t .  

an
d

 an
ti-C

o
m

m
u

n
ists like S

en
ato

r Jo
sep

h
 M

cC
arth

y w
ere rid

in
g

 
high. This w

as the political atm
osphere of O

sw
ald's childhood. W

im
p

*.  

the R
osenbergs w

ere executed in t953, Lee O
sw

ald w
as nor about 1$ 

years old, as he had said, but t3. H
e had been born into an apolitical .,; 

fam
ily in the conservative S

outh. H
ow

 could a pam
phlet about saving 4: 

:-.„. 6 .y, i 

A
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u
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al D
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the R
osenbergs 

h
a
v
e
 g

o
tten

 th
is 13-year-o

ld
 in

terested
 in

 M
arxism

 
"fro

m
 an

 id
eo

lo
g

ical view
p

o
in

t"?
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arguerite's S

on
 

E
A

R
L

Y
 one hot A

ugust m
orning in 1939, R

obert E
dw

ard L
ee O

s. 

w
ald w

as m
ow

ing his law
n in N

ew
 O

rleans w
hen he felt a sharp pain 

in one of his arm
s. H

is w
ife M

arguerite gave him
 an aspirin and called 

a doctor, but he w
as dead of a heart attack before the doctor could 

get there. M
arguerite arranged to have him

 buried the sam
e afternoon 

—
she w

as seven m
onths pregnant and w

anted to avoid any undue 

strain. S
om

e of her in-law
s w

ere appalled by her "coldness" and never 

spoke to her again. 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as born on O
ctober ilL

 tw
o m

onths later. 

M
arguerite w

as 32 years old. 

O
sw

ald never spoke m
uch about his childhood. W

hat he did say 

bore m
ore than a trace of resentm

ent and self-pity. In an autobio-

graphical sketch he w
rote in 1962 he described him

self sim
ply as "the 

son of an Insurance S
alesm

an w
hose early death left a fair m

ean streak 

o
f in

d
ep

en
d
en

ce b
ro

u
g
h
t o

n
 b

y
 n

eg
lect." A

s in
 m

an
y
 statem

en
ts 

people m
ake about them

selves to explain w
ho they arc, this one m

ay 

reflect m
ore than he realized. W

hat R
ichard S

nyder and others saw
 

as his insufferable arrogance, O
sw

ald evidently regarded as a "m
ean 

streak of independence," a m
ore adm

irable quality, a proud deliberate 

separation from
 other people. A

nd ultim
ately he felt he w

as w
hat he 

w
as because his father died. If his m

other him
, this w

as secondary :  

she too w
as a victim

 of circum
stance. A

nd this w
as precisely the w

ay 

M
arguerite saw

 herself. 
T

he m
ost significant and revealing thing about O

sw
ald's childhood 

is not w
hat happened to him

 but how
 m

uch his personality resem
bled . 

3
8
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his m
other's. R

obert O
sw

ald saw
 som

e of M
arguerite's w

orst traits 

repeated in L
ee. T

heir m
other had, as R

obert once put it, "an extraor- 

d
in

ary
 id

ea o
f h

er ab
ility

 an
d
 h

er im
p
o
rtan

ce." If sh
e d

id
n
't g

et 

everything she thought she deserved, it w
as because circum

stances or 

individuals w
ere against her. T

hroughout his youth R
obert had heard 

h
er talk

 ab
o
u
t th

e h
id

d
en

 m
o
tiv

es an
d
 m

alicio
u
s actio

n
s o

f o
th

er 

people. S
he w

as the type, her older sister L
illian M

urret testified
, w

ho 

in any disagreem
ent w

ould alw
ays insist she w

as right. W
henever they 

q
u
arreled

, L
illian

 w
o
u
ld

n
't h

ear fro
m

 h
er ag

ain
 u

n
til M

arg
u
erite 

needed "assistance or a place to stay." L
illian explained, "Y

ou see, I 

am
 forgiving, but she is not." P

eople w
ould say m

uch the sam
e things 

about L
ee O

sw
ald. 

M
arg

u
erite h

erself h
ad

 o
n
ce o

b
serv

ed
 th

at R
o
b
ert w

as lik
e h

is 

easygoing father: "H
e is not opinionated like I am

. M
y older son and 

L
ee are m

y disposition." A
nd to w

riter Jean S
tafford she adm

itted. 

"I should say I'm
 very outspoken, I'm

 aggressive, I'm
 no dope. L

et's 

face it, if y
o
u
 step

 o
n
 m

y
 to

es I'm
 g

o
n
n
a fig

h
t b

ack
, an

d
 I d

o
n
't 

apologize for that." T
his w

as, she added, the w
ay she w

anted her boys 

to be. 
W

hen L
ee w

as born, M
arguerite already had tw

o sons—
John P

ic, 

from
 her first m

arriage, w
ho w

as 8 and R
obert w

ho w
as 5. H

er late 

husband, a collector of insurance prem
ium

s, had left her a sto,000 

policy, and she began thinking about how
 she w

as going to get by once 

that w
as gone. In early 1941 she sold her house and bought a sm

aller 

one, w
here she opened O

sw
ald's N

otions S
hop in the front room

, 

selling sew
ing supplies and grocery item

s. T
his venture failed, and the 

follow
ing year she placed John and R

obert in the B
ethlehem

 C
hil-

dren's H
om

e so that she could find w
ork. L

ee w
as too young to be 

accepted, so she boarded him
 w

ith L
illian, w

ho w
as m

arried and had 

five kids of her ow
n. L

illian liked her nephew
, but he w

as unusual in 

one respect. S
om

etim
es he w

ould sneak out of her house at night in 

his pajam
as, to be found later in a neighbor's kitchen. "H

e could slip 

out of the house like nobody's business," she said. "Y
ou could have 

everything locked up and he w
ould still get out." 

A
fter one of her m

any quarrels w
ith L

illian, M
arguerite took L

ee 

out of the M
urret hom

e and found a babysitter for him
. S

he told the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission at one of its hearings, "W
ar had broken out and 

the N
egroes in N

ew
 O

rleans w
ere going into factories and so on and 

so forth so there is m
any a job I had to leave in order to stay hom

e 

and m
ind L

ee until I could get help. . . . S
o, then at age 3 L

ee w
as 

placed in the hom
e. I w

aited patiently for age 3 because I w
anted 
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naturally for the brothers to be together." 
O

sw
ald w

as at the children's hom
e w

ith his brothers for thirteen 

m
onths. T

he L
utheran orphanage had a relaxed atm

osphere and its 

ow
n school, and the tw

o older boys w
ould rem

em
ber their stay there 

as a relatively happy tim
e. R

obert, w
ho thought of L

ee as his "kid 

brother" and "stayed pretty close to him
," said L

ee seem
ed happy 

there, too. M
arguerite visited often and brought them

 hom
e on w

eek-

ends. O
ne day she cam

e by to introduce her sons to an older m
an she 

had been dating—
E

dw
in A

. E
kdahl from

 B
oston, w

ho w
as w

orking 

in N
ew

 O
rleans as an electrical engineer. John P

ic recalled, "H
e w

as 

described to us as Y
ankee, of course. R

ather tall, I think he w
as over 

6 feet. H
e had w

hite hair, w
ore glasses, very nice m

an." 

N
o
t lo

n
g
 after th

is, M
arg

u
erite to

o
k
 L

ee o
u
t o

f th
e h

o
m

e an
d
 

m
o
v
ed

 to
 D

allas, w
h
ere E

k
d
ah

l h
ad

 b
een

 tran
sferred

, leav
in

g
 h

is 

brothers to finish theschool year. A
fter she and E

kdahl w
ere m

arried 

in M
ay 1945, he tried to be a lather to the boys, and L

ee in particular 

becam
e quite attached to him

. T
hat S

eptem
ber John and R

obert w
ent 

off for the first of three school years at a m
ilitary academ

y in M
issis- 

sippi. L
ee stayed behind, and frequently accom

panied M
arguerite and 

E
kdahl on his business trips to places like B

oston and A
rizona. E

k- 

dahl w
as m

aking s w
oo a m

onth, and they had m
oved to a com

fortable 

house on a large plot of land in B
enbrook, a F

ort W
orth suburb. B

ut 

th
e E

k
d
ah

l m
arriag

e w
as sh

ak
y
 fro

m
 th

e start. M
arg

u
erite co

m
- 

plained that her husband w
as stingy and expected her to account for 

every penny. T
here w

ere noisy argum
ents and several separations. 

E
very tim

e they got back together, L
ee seem

ed elated. T
hen in the 

sum
m

er of 1947 M
arguerite found out that her husband w

as seeing 

another w
om

an. 
H

er reaction w
as pure M

arguerite. 
E

kdahl had sent her a telegram
 saying he'd be late getting back 

from
 abusiness trip. M

arguerite told the W
arren C

om
m

ission, "S
o, I 

called his office. I . . knew
 his secretary, and I w

as going to tell her 

that M
r. E

kdahl w
ould be delayed 3 or 4 days. B

ut im
m

ediately she 

said, 'M
rs. E

kdahl, M
r. E

kdahl is not in, he has gone out to lunch.' 

S
o
, I said

 . . . 'W
h
en

 w
ill h

e b
e b

ack
' an

d
 so

 o
n
." 

N
ot having let on to the secretary, M

arguerite drove her car that 

ev
en

in
g
 to

 th
e b

u
ild

in
g
 w

h
ere h

er h
u
sb

an
d
 w

o
rk

ed
, w

atch
ed

 h
im

 

com
e out, and follow

ed him
 to an apartm

ent building. S
he w

ent hom
e 

and told her son John and a friend of his w
hat had happened. T

hen 

she called John M
cC

lain, an attorney w
ho lived next door, told him

 

w
hat she had seen, and asked his advice. M

arguerite reported: 
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"
H

e said
, 'M

rs. O
sw

ald
, ju

st rin
g
 th

e p
h
o
n
e. D

o
 y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 th
e 

w
om

an?' 
"A

n
d
 I said

, 'Y
es.' 

"'Just ring the phone and let him
 know

 that you know
 he is there. 

S
he thought about it, but decided against it because "he could leave 

an
d
 say

 h
e w

as ju
st th

ere o
n
 b

u
sin

ess an
d
 I w

an
ted

 to
 catch

 h
im

. 

"S
o the kids and I planned that w

e w
ould say she had a telegram

 

, . w
e w

ent up the stairs, I believe it w
as the second or third door, 

and [John's friend] knocked on the door and said, 'T
elegram

 for M
rs. 

C
—

 ' 
-S

he said, 'P
lease push it under the dour' and I told him

 no; he said, 

'N
o, you have to sign for it.' 
"S

o w
ith that she opened the door ... [and] 1, m

y
 so

n
, an

d
 ... th

e 
o
th

er y
o
u
n
g
 m

an
 w

alk
ed

 in
to

 th
e ro

o
m

 . . . M
rs. 	

had on a 
negligee, and m

y husband had his sleeves rolled up and his tie off 

sittin
g
 o

n
 a so

fa . . . h
e said

, 'M
arg

u
erite, M

arg
u
erite, y

o
u
 h

av
e 

everything w
rong, you have everything w

rong.' 
"H

e say
s, 'L

isten
 to

 m
e.' 

"I said, 'I don't w
ant to hear one thing. I have seen everything I 

w
ant to see, this is it." 
It m

ight have been a scene from
 a bedroom

 farce, but M
arguerite's 

devious and vindictive personality w
as behind it, m

anipulating her 

oldest son and another teenager into taking part in the subterfuge. 

A
ccording to R

obert, "L
ee's im

agination and love of intrigue w
as a 

lot like M
other's. S

he alw
ays had a w

ild im
agination and I think it 

influenced L
ee's view

 of the w
orld." 

In 1948 E
kdahl filed suit 

for d
iv

o
rce an

d
, M

arg
u
erite said

, "I 
thought I w

as sitting pretty. H
e didn't have anything on m

e. I had 

him
 for adultery w

ith w
itnesses and everything and I didn't have an 

idea that he could sue m
e for a divorce, but [he] did. . . ." John Pic 

had to testify for M
arguerite and, as he rem

em
bers it, L

ee w
as called 

to the stand but excused by the judge as being too young—
he w

as 

eight—
to know

 "right from
 w

rong and truth from
 falsehood." In his 

com
plaint, E

kdahl charged that his w
ife argued incessantly about 

m
o
n
ey

, flew
 in

to
 "u

n
co

n
tro

llab
le rag

es," an
d
 

th
rew

 
cookie jars, 

glasses, and bottles at him
. T

he jury found M
arguerite guilty of these 

"outrages" and granted the divorce, aw
arding her a m

ere sisoo settle-

m
ent. 
A

lthough M
arguerite attributed their breakup to disagreem

ents 



I; e. S. 

4
1

...O
sw

a
ld

's G
am

e 

over m
oney, a friend of hers, M

yrtle E
vans, thought her attachm

ent 
to L

ee had som
ething to do w

ith it. S
he thought M

arguerite "spoiled 
him

 to death." A
ccording to E

vans, M
arguerite w

ouldn't discipline 
L

ee or let E
kdahl do it, and L

ee dem
anded so m

uch of her attention 
that she and E

kdahl never had a chance to be alone. B
ut this m

other–
son relationship w

as oddly detached. L
ee w

ould go his ow
n w

ay, as 
she did, and she w

ould observe from
 a distance. A

fter telling Jean 
S

tafford she had taught her sons to fight back, M
arguerite said, 

Let m
e

 g
ive

 yo
u

 o
n

e
 little

 in
sta

n
ce

 w
ith

 L
e

e
 a

n
d

 th
e

 n
e

xt-d
o

o
r n

e
ig

h
b

o
r 

b
o

y. T
h

e
y w

e
re

 a
p

p
ro

xim
a

te
ly th

e
 sa

m
e

 a
g

e
, a

n
d

 if n
o

t, th
e

y w
e

re
 th

e
 

sa
m

e
 h

e
ig

h
t, a

n
d
 L

e
e
 h

a
d
 a

 d
o
g
. H

e
 lo

ve
d
 h

is sh
e
p
h
e
rd

 co
llie

 d
o
g
. It 

w
a
s n

a
m

e
d
 S

u
n
sh

in
e
. H

e
 u

se
d
 to

 ro
m

p
 in

 th
e
 b

a
ck ya

rd
 w

ith
 h

is d
o
g
 

a
n
d
 lo

o
k h

im
 e

ve
ry p

la
ce

 h
e
 w

e
n
t, a

n
d
 th

is little
 b

o
y w

a
s th

ro
w

in
g
 ro

cks 
o
ve

r th
e
 fe

n
ce

 a
t L

e
e
's d

o
g
. W

e
ll, m

y kitch
e
n
 w

in
d
o
w

 h
a
d
 a

 vie
w

 to
 th

e
 

b
a

ck ya
rd

. A
n

d
 I w

a
tch

e
d

 m
y so

n
 L

e
e

 fo
r a

p
p

ro
xim

a
te

ly th
re

e
 d

a
ys 

te
llin

g
 th

e
 little

 b
o

y o
ve

r th
e

 fe
n

ce
 h

e
 b

e
tte

r sto
p

 th
ro

w
in

g
 ro

cks a
t h

is 
d
o
g
. W

e
ll, I w

a
s
 a

m
u
s
e
d
, a

n
d
 1

 w
a
s
 ju

s
t w

a
itin

g
 to

 fin
d
 o

u
t w

h
a
t 

h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

. F
in

a
lly, o

n
e

 d
a

y w
h

e
n

 I ca
m

e
 h

o
m

e
 fro

m
 w

o
rk th

e
 fa

th
e

r 
ca

lle
d
 m

e
 o

n
 th

e
 p

h
o
n
e
. It se

e
m

e
d
 h

is so
n
 w

a
s ve

ry b
a
d
ly b

e
a
te

n
 u

p
—

in
 a

 ch
ild

's w
a
y. M

y so
n
 L

e
e
 h

a
d
 fin

a
lly ta

ke
n
 u

p
o
n
 h

im
se

lf, a
fte

r m
u
ch

 
p

a
tie

n
ce

, l th
o

u
g

h
t, to

 co
n

fro
n

t th
e

 little
 b

o
y e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 fig
h

t h
im

, a
n

d
 

th
e
 fa

th
e
r d

id
n
't a

p
p
ro

ve
. I to

ld
 th

e
 fa

th
e
r w

h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
, a

n
d
 sin

ce
 th

e
 

b
o

ys w
e
re

 a
p

p
ro

xim
a

te
ly th

e
 sa

m
e

 a
g
e

 a
n
d
 h

e
ig

h
t, le

t th
e
m

 fig
h
t th

e
ir 

o
w

n
 b

a
ttle

s. 

W
h
ile

 sh
e w

as at w
o

rk
, M

arg
u

erite en
co

u
rag

ed
 L

ee to
 co

m
e 

straig
h

t h
o

m
e after school instead of playing w

ith other children. 
M

arguerite insisted he had alw
ays been solitary by nature, as she w

as, 
and preferred to

 p
la

y
 a

lo
n

e
. "I a

m
 n

o
t lo

n
e

ly
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
. "B

u
t I liv

e
 

to
 m

y
s
e
lf." T

h
e
 p

ic
tu

re
 s

h
e
 g

iv
e
s
 o

f O
s
w

a
ld

 a
t th

is
 a

g
e
—

a
n
d
 of her 

attitude tow
ard him

—
is vivid and w

orth closer inspection: 

L
e
e
 h

a
d
 a

 n
o
rm

a
l life

 a
s fa

r a
s I, h

is m
o
th

e
r, is co

n
ce

rn
e
d
. H

e
 h

a
d
 

a
 b

icycle
, h

e
 h

a
d

 e
ve

ryth
in

g
 th

a
t o

th
e

r ch
ild

re
n

 h
a

d
. 

L
e
e
 h

a
d
 w

isd
o
m

 w
ith

o
u
t e

d
u
ca

tio
n
. F

ro
m

 a
 ve

ry sm
a
ll ch

ild
—

I h
a
ve

 
said this before, sir, and I have publicly stated this in 1959 [w

hen she w
as 

in
te

rvie
w

e
d
 a

fte
r h

is d
e
fe

ctio
n
}—

L
e
e
 se

e
m

e
d
 to

 kn
o
w

 th
e
 a

n
sw

e
rs to

 
th

in
g
s
 w

ith
o
u
t s

c
h
o
o
lin

g
. T

h
a
t ty

p
e
 c

h
ild

, in
 a 

w
a
y, is b

o
re

d
 w

ith
 

sch
o
o
lin

g
, b

e
ca

u
se

 h
e
 is a

 little
 a

d
va

n
ce

d
. 

L
e
e
 u

se
d
 to

 clim
b
 o

n
 to

p
 o

f th
e
 ro

o
f w

ith
 b

in
o
cu

la
rs, lo

o
kin

g
 a

t th
e
 

stars. H
e 

w
a
s re

a
d
in

g
 [a

stro
n
o
m

y]. L
e
e
 kn

e
w

 a
b
o
u
t a

n
y a

n
d
 e

ve
ry 

a
n

im
a

l th
e

re
 w

a
s. H

e
 stu

d
ie

d
 a

n
im

a
ls. A

ll o
f th

e
ir fe

e
d

in
g

 h
a

b
its, sle

e
p

- 
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in
g
 h

a
b
its.... A

n
d
 L

e
e
 re

a
d
 h

isto
ry b

o
o
ks, b

o
o
ks to

o
 d

e
e
p
 fo

r a
 ch

ild
 

h
is a

g
e

. A
t a

g
e

 9
—

h
e

 w
a

s a
lw

a
ys in

stru
cte

d
 n

o
t to

 co
n

ta
ct m

e at w
ork

 
u

n
less it w

as an
 em

ergen
cy, b

ecau
se m

y w
o

rk ca
m

e
 first—

h
e

 ca
lle

d
 m

e
 

a
t w

o
rk a

n
d

 sa
id

, "M
o

th
e

r. Q
u

e
e

n
 E

liza
b

e
th

's b
a

b
y h

a
s b

e
e

n
 b

o
rn

." 
H

e
 b

ro
ke

 th
e

 ru
le

 to
 le

t m
e

 kn
o

w
 th

a
t Q

u
e

e
n

 E
liza

b
e

th
's b

a
b

y h
a

d
 

b
e
e
n
 b

o
rn

. N
in

e
 ye

a
rs o

ld
. T

h
a
t w

a
s im

p
o
rta

n
t to

 h
im

. H
e
 like

d
 th

in
g
s 

o
f th

a
t so

rt. 
H

e
 lo

ve
d
 co

m
ics, re

a
d
 co

m
ic b

o
o
ks. H

e
 lo

ve
d
 te

le
visio

n
 p

ro
g
ra

m
s. 

B
u
t m

o
st o

f a
ll h

e
 lo

ve
d
 th

e
 n

e
w

s o
n
 ra

d
io

 a
n
d
 te

le
visio

n
. If h

e
 w

a
s in

 
th

e
 m

id
st of a sto

ry, a
 film

—
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 tu

rn
 it o

ff fo
r n

e
w

s. T
h

a
t w

a
s 

im
p
o
rta

n
t. 	

L
e
e
 re

a
d
 ve

ry, ve
ry im

p
o
rta

n
t th

in
g
s. . . . 

Y
e

t h
e

 p
la

ye
d

 M
o

n
o

p
o

ly, p
la

ye
d

 b
a

se
b

a
ll. 

H
e
 b

e
lo

n
g
e
d
 to

 th
e
 Y

. H
e
 u

se
d
 to

 g
o
 sw

im
m

in
g
. H

e
 w

o
u
ld

 co
m

e
 b

y 
w

ork w
ith his head w

et, and I w
o
u
ld

 sa
y, "H

u
rry h

o
m

e
, h

o
n
e
y, yo

u
 are 

g
o

in
g

 to
 ca

tch
 co

ld
." 

A
n
d
 I co

n
sid

e
re

d
 th

a
t, sir, a

 ve
ry n

o
rm

a
l life

. 

W
hile the divorce w

as pending, M
arguerite m

oved to a sm
all house 

next to the railroad tracks. F
or John, it m

eant they "w
ere back dow

n 
in the low

er class again." S
oon they relocated, first to a one-bedroom

 
house w

here John and R
obert slept in a screened-in porch w

hile their 
m

other and L
ee shared the bedroom

, and then to another house in 
F

ort W
orth, so that M

arguerite could be nearer her job at a depart-
m

ent store. L
ater she began selling insurance. 

M
arguerite had taken the older boys out of the m

ilitary academ
y. 

T
hey could have stayed on w

ith the aid of scholarships, and w
anted 

to, but their m
other rem

inded them
 that they w

ere orphans and she 
could no longer afford it. R

obert later w
rote, "W

e learned, very early, 
that w

e w
ere a burden. B

y the tim
e w

e w
ere teenagers, she felt that 

w
e should take over som

e of her burden." John w
as t6 w

hen she told • 
h
im

 to
 q

u
it sch

o
o
l an

d
 g

et a jo
b
. E

v
en

tu
ally

, sh
e talk

ed
 h

im
 in

to
 

joining the M
arine C

orps R
eserve to bring in a little m

ore incom
e. H

e 
w

as still under age. but sh
e signed an affidavit giving him

 an earlier 
date of birth. A

s John saw
 it, "M

oney w
as her G

od," and "E
very tim

e 
she m

et anyone she w
ould rem

ind them
 she w

as a w
idow

 w
ith three 

ch
ild

ren
. I d

id
n
't feel sh

e h
ad

 it an
y
 to

u
g
h
er th

an
 a lo

t o
f p

eo
p
le 

w
alking around." 
A

ccording to R
obert, John P

ic w
as "so resentful of M

other that he 
sim

ply ignored her as m
uch as he could." H

e w
ent back to high school 

on his ow
n, signing his report cards him

self and w
orking at a shoe 

sto
re p

art-tim
e. T

h
ree d

ay
s b

efo
re h

e w
as to

 g
rad

u
ate in

 to
so

, h
e 

enlisted in the C
oast G

uard. D
uring the follow

ing year M
arguerite 

rai 



4
4
 ...O

s
w

a
ld

's
 G

a
m

e
 

w
ro

te
 h

im
 se

ve
ra

l le
tte

rs co
n

ta
in

in
g

 a
 re

p
e

titive
 th

e
m

e
: "T

ry a
n

d
 h

e
lp

 
a

s m
u

ch
 a

s p
o

ssib
le

. A
fte

r a
ll, m

y stru
g

g
le

 to
 ke

e
p

 w
h

a
t w

e
 h

a
ve

 w
ill 

a
lso

 h
e

lp
 yo

u
 b

o
ys," a

n
d

 "I h
a

ve
 fo

u
r m

o
re

 p
a

ym
e

n
ts o

n
 th

e
 ca

r a
n

d
 

th
e
n
 th

a
t stru

g
g
le

 w
ill b

e
 o

ve
r." 

W
ith

 Jo
h

n
 g

o
n

e
, it w

a
s R

o
b

e
rt's tu

rn
 to

 q
u

it sch
o

o
l a

n
d

 g
o

 to
 w

o
rk. 

H
e

, to
o

, w
e

n
t b

a
ck to

 sch
o
o

l a
n
d

 co
m

p
le

te
d

 h
is ju

n
io

r ye
a

r, w
o

rkin
g

 
a

fte
r sch

o
o

l a
n

d
 S

a
tu

rd
a

ys a
t th

e
 A

&
P

. In
 Ju

ly 1
9

5
2

 h
e

 jo
in

e
d

 th
e

 
M

a
rin

e
s. S

o
o
n
 a

fte
r h

e
 le

ft, L
e
e
 b

o
u
g
h
t a

 co
p
y o

f th
e
 M

a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s 
h
a
n
d
b
o
o
k a

n
d
 b

e
g
a
n
 stu

d
yin

g
 it. H

e
 w

a
s o

n
ly i2

, b
u
t h

e
 p

la
n
n
e
d
 to

 

jo
in

 th
e

 se
rvice

 to
o
, a

s so
o

n
 a

s h
e
 w

a
s o

ld
 e

n
o

u
g

h
. 

T
h
e
 m

o
n
th

 a
fte

r R
o
b
e
rt le

ft h
o
m

e
, M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 a
n
d
 L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 
lo

a
d
e
d
 th

e
ir b

e
lo

n
g
in

g
s in

to
 h

e
r 1

9
4
8
 D

o
d
g
e
 a

n
d
 m

o
ve

d
 to

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk 

C
ity. Jo

h
n
 w

a
s sta

tio
n
e

d
 o

n
 E

llis Isla
n
d

 a
n
d
 w

a
s livin

g
 w

ith
 h

is w
ife

, 
a
 w

o
m

a
n
 fro

m
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk, a

n
d
 th

e
ir in

fa
n
t so

n
 in

 h
e
r m

o
th

e
r's a

p
a
rt. 

m
e

n
t o

n
 E

a
st 9

2
n

d
 S

tre
e

t. M
a

rg
u

e
rite

 sa
id

 sh
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 m
e

e
t h

e
r 

n
e
w

 d
a
u
g
h
te

r-in
-la

w
 a

n
d
 first g

ra
n
d
ch

ild
. Jo

h
n
 re

ca
lle

d
 th

a
t th

e
 d

a
y 

th
e
y a

rrive
d
, L

e
e
 w

a
s w

a
itin

g
 fo

r h
im

 a
t th

e
 su

b
w

a
y e

xit a
b
o
u
t te

n
 

b
lo

cks fro
m

 th
e

 a
p

a
rtm

e
n

t a
n

d
 se

e
m

e
d

 g
la

d
 to

 se
e

 h
im

. H
e

 to
o

k a
 fe

w
 

d
a
y
s
' le

a
v
e
 to

 s
h
o
w

 h
im

 a
ro

u
n
d
 th

e
 c

ity
, a

n
d
 d

u
rin

g
 th

a
t tim

e
 h

e
 

n
o

tice
d

 a
 ch

a
n

g
e

 in
 h

is yo
u

n
g

e
r b

ro
th

e
r: L

e
e

 h
a

d
 d

e
fin

ite
ly b

e
co

m
e

 
"th

e
 b

o
ss." If h

e
 d

e
cid

e
d
 to

 d
o
 so

m
e
th

in
g
, h

e
 d

id
 it. P

ic th
o
u
g
h
t h

e
 

h
a
d
 n

o
 re

sp
e
ct fo

r h
is m

o
th

e
r a

t a
ll. 

A
s tim

e
 w

e
n
t b

y, te
n
sio

n
 d

e
ve

lo
p
e
d
 a

t th
e
 P

ics' a
p
a
rtm

e
n
t w

h
e
n
 

M
a
rg

u
e
rite

 m
a
d
e
 n

o
 m

o
ve

 to
 h

e
lp

 p
a
y th

e
 g

ro
ce

ry b
ills o

r fin
d
 a

 p
la

ce
 

o
f h

e
r o

w
n
. W

h
e
n
 P

ie
's w

ife
 w

a
s in

te
rvie

w
e
d
 b

y th
e
 F

B
I a

fte
r th

e
 

a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

, sh
e

 still re
m

e
m

b
e

re
d

 h
o

w
 L

e
e

 ke
p

t d
a

m
a

g
in

g
 th

e
ir 

b
o

o
kca

se
 b

y p
u

ttin
g

 b
e

ve
ra

g
e

 g
la

sse
s d

o
w

n
 o

n
 it. S

h
e

 a
lso

 re
m

e
m

-
b
e
re

d
 th

a
t o

n
e
 d

a
y sh

e
 a

ske
d
 L

e
e
 n

o
t to

 tu
rn

 o
n
 a

 T
V

 se
t M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 
h
a
d
 b

ro
u
g
h
t w

ith
 th

e
m

 a
n
d
 L

e
e
 p

u
lle

d
 o

u
t "a

 sm
a
ll p

o
cke

tkn
ife

 w
ith

 
a
 b

la
d
e
 o

p
e
n
e
d
." H

e
 m

o
ve

d
 to

w
a
rd

 h
e
r, sh

e
 sa

id
, a

n
d
 sh

e
 b

a
cke

d
 o

ff. 
W

h
e

n
 P

ic
 g

o
t h

o
m

e
 th

a
t n

ig
h

t, s
h

e
 to

ld
 h

im
 a

b
o

u
t it. M

a
rg

u
e

rite
 

cla
im

e
d
 it w

a
sn

't a
n
yth

in
g
 se

rio
u
s, sim

p
ly a

 m
isu

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
in

g
. Jo

h
n
 

a
ske

d
 L

e
e
 w

h
a
t h

a
d
 h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 a

n
d
 im

m
e
d
ia

te
ly "h

e
 b

e
ca

m
e
 re

a
l 

h
o
stile

 to
w

a
rd

 m
e
." A

fte
r th

a
t, w

h
e
n
e
ve

r Jo
h
n
 trie

d
 to

 ta
lk to

 h
im

 "h
e
 

ig
n
o
re

d
 m

e
, a

n
d
 I w

a
s n

e
ve

r a
b
le

 to
 g

e
t to

 th
e
 kid

 a
g
a
in

." W
a
rre

n
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 la
w

ye
r L

e
e

 J. R
a

n
kin

 q
u

e
stio

n
e

d
 M

a
rg

u
e

rite
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 

in
cid

e
n
t: 

"W
a

s
 th

e
re

 a
n

y
 tim

e
 th

a
t y

o
u

 re
c
a

ll . . a
 th

re
a

t o
f L

e
e

 O
s
w

a
ld

 
a

g
a

in
st M

rs. P
ic w

ith
 a

 kn
ife

 o
r a

n
yth

in
g

 like
 th

a
t?

 D
o

 yo
u

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r 

th
a
t?

" 
"Y

e
s. I d

o
," sh

e
 re

p
lie

d
. "I a

m
 g

la
d
 yo

u
 sa

id
 th

a
t. M

y d
a
u
g
h
te

r-in
- 

M
a

rg
u

e
rite

's
 S

o
n

 ... 4
5

 

la
w

 w
a

s ve
ry u

p
se

t. T
h

e
 ve

ry first tim
e
 w

e
 w

e
n
t th

e
re

 . . w
e
 w

e
re

 
n
o
t w

e
lco

m
e
. A

n
d
 im

m
e
d
ia

te
ly it w

a
s a

ske
d
 w

h
a
t d

id
 w

e
 p

la
n
 to

 d
o
 

a
s so

o
n

 a
s w

e
 p

u
t o

u
r fo

o
t in

 th
e

 h
o

u
se

. . 	
I h

a
d
 m

a
d
e
 it p

la
in

 to
 

Jo
h

n
 E

d
w

a
rd

 th
a

t I w
a

s g
o

in
g

 to
 h

a
ve

 a
 p

la
ce

 o
f m

y o
w

n
, th

a
t w

e
 w

e
re

 
ju

st co
m

in
g
 th

e
re

 to
 g

e
t lo

ca
te

d
. 

"M
y d

a
u

g
h

te
r-in

-la
w

 re
se

n
te

d
 th

e
 fa

ct th
a

t h
e

r m
o

th
e

r—
th

is w
e

n
t 

o
n
 b

e
fo

re
 I g

o
t th

e
re

—
th

a
t h

e
r m

o
th

e
r h

a
d
 to

 le
a
ve

 th
e
 h

o
u
se

 a
n
d
 g

o
 

visit a
 siste

r so
 I co

u
ld

 co
m

e
.... I h

a
d

 n
e

ve
r m

e
t m

y d
a

u
g

h
te

r-in
-la

w
. 

S
h
e
 d

id
n
't like

 m
e
 a

n
d
 sh

e
 d

id
n
't like

 L
e
e
. 

"S
o

 sh
e

—
w

h
a

t is th
e

 w
o

rd
 to

 sa
y—

n
o

t p
icke

d
 o

n
 th

e
 ch

ild
, b

u
t sh

e
 

sh
o
w

e
d
 h

e
r d

isp
le

a
su

re
. . . 

"S
o

 th
e

re
 w

a
s, I th

in
k n

o
w

—
it w

a
s n

o
t a

 kitch
e

n
 kn

ife
—

it w
a

s a
 

little
 p

o
c
k
e
tk

n
ife

, a
 c

h
ild

's
 k

n
ife

 th
a
t L

e
e
 h

a
d
. S

o
 s

h
e
 h

it L
e
e
 . . I 

re
m

e
m

b
e
r th

is d
istin

ctly, b
e
ca

u
se

 I re
m

e
m

b
e
r h

o
w

 a
w

fu
l I th

o
u
g
h
t 

M
a
rjo

ry
 w

a
s
 a

b
o
u
t th

is
. L

e
e
 h

a
d
 th

e
 k

n
ife

 in
 h

is
 h

a
n
d
. H

e
 w

a
s
 

w
h
ittlin

g
, b

e
ca

u
se

 Jo
h
n
 E

d
w

a
rd

 w
h
ittle

d
 sh

ip
s a

n
d
 ta

u
g
h
t L

e
e
 to

 
w

h
ittle

 s
h
ip

s
. H

e
 p

u
ts

 th
e
m

 in
 th

e
 g

la
s
s
, y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

. A
n
d
 h

e
 w

a
s
 

w
h
ittlin

g
 w

h
e
n
 th

is in
cid

e
n
t o

ccu
rre

d
. A

n
d
 th

a
t is w

h
a
t it o

ccu
rre

d
 

a
b
o
u
t, b

e
ca

u
se

 th
e
re

 w
a
s scra

p
s o

f w
o
o
d
 o

n
 th

e
 flo

o
r. 

"S
o

 w
h

e
n

 sh
e

 a
tta

cke
d

 th
e

 ch
ild

.... sh
e

 m
a

d
e

 th
e

 sta
te

m
e

n
t to

 m
y 

so
n
 th

a
t w

e
 h

a
d
 to

 le
a
ve

, th
a
t L

e
e
 trie

d
 to

 u
se

 a
 kn

ife
 o

n
 h

e
r. 

"N
o
w

, I sa
y th

a
t is n

o
t tru

e
, g

e
n
tle

m
e
n
. Y

o
u
 ca

n
 b

e
 p

ro
vo

ke
d
 in

to
 

so
m

e
th

in
g
. A

n
d
 b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f th

e
 fa

ct th
a
t h

e
 w

a
s w

h
ittlin

g
, a

n
d
 h

a
d
 th

e
 

kn
ife

 in
 h

is h
a
n
d
, th

e
y stru

g
g
le

d
. 

"H
e
 d

id
 n

o
t u

se
 th

e
 kn

ife
—

h
e
 h

a
d
 a

n
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity to

 u
se

 th
e
 kn

ife
. 

"B
u
t it w

a
s
n
't a

 k
itc

h
e
n
 k

n
ife

 o
r a

 b
ig

 k
n
ife

. It w
a
s
 a

 little
 k

n
ife

. 
S

o
 I w

ill e
xp

la
in

 it th
a
t w

a
y, sir. S

o
 im

m
e
d
ia

te
ly th

e
n
 I sta

rte
d
 to

 lo
o
k 

fo
r a

 p
la

ce
." 

S
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 a

 jo
b

 a
s a

ssista
n

t m
a

n
a

g
e

r o
f a

 L
e

rn
e

r d
re

ss sh
o

p
 a

n
d

 
to

o
k a

 b
a

se
m

e
n

t a
p

a
rtm

e
n

t, o
n

e
 b

ig
 ro

o
m

, in
 th

e
 B

ro
n

x. A
s so

o
n

 a
s 

sh
e
 co

u
ld

 fin
d
 a

 la
rg

e
r p

la
ce

 th
e
y m

o
ve

d
 a

g
a
in

, to
 E

a
st 1

7
9
th

 S
tre

e
t. 

O
rig

in
a
lly, L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s e

n
ro

lle
d
 in

 a
 L

u
th

e
ra

n
 p

riva
te

 sch
o
o
l a

n
d
 

th
e

n
 sw

itch
e

d
, a

fte
r se

ve
ra

l w
e

e
ks o

f irre
g

u
la

r a
tte

n
d

a
n

ce
, to

 a
 se

v-
e

n
th

-g
ra

d
e

 cla
ss in

 Ju
n

io
r H

ig
h

 S
ch

o
o

l N
o

. 1
1

7
. B

y th
e

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 

January he had been absent 47 out of the 64 school days, and he finally 
sto

p
p
e
d
 g

o
in

g
 e

n
tire

ly. H
e
 la

te
r e

xp
la

in
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 p

re
fe

rre
d
 b

e
in

g
 b

y 
h

im
se

lf a
n

d
 h

a
d

 "m
a

n
y m

o
re

 im
p

o
rta

n
t th

in
g

s to
 d

o
." 

A
t first h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 g

e
t d

re
sse

d
 a

s th
o

u
g

h
 h

e
 w

e
re

 g
o

in
g

 to
 sch

o
o

l, 
b
u
t a

fte
r h

is m
o
th

e
r le

ft fo
r w

o
rk h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 sta
y h

o
m

e
 a

ll d
a
y re

a
d
in

g
 

o
r w

a
tch

in
g

 te
le

visio
n

. S
o

m
e

tim
e

s h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 g
o
 to

 th
e
 p

u
b
lic lib

ra
ry 

o
r rid

e
 th

e
 su

b
w

a
ys. O

n
ce

 h
e

 w
a

s p
icke

d
 u

p
 b

y a
 tru

a
n

t o
ffice

r a
t th

e
 



M
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ao ... 

B
y p

e
rsiste

n
t q

u
e

stio
n

in
g

, th
e
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 re

ce
ive

d
 fro

m
 L

ee w
as as 

fo
llo

w
s; h

is fa
th

e
r d

ie
d
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 w

a
s b

o
rn

 a
n
d
 h

e
 d

o
e
sn

't kn
o
w

 a
 th

in
g
 

a
b

o
u

t h
im

. H
e

 h
a

s n
o

 cu
rio

sity a
b

o
u

t h
is fa

th
e

r, sa
ys h

e
 n

e
ve

r m
isse

d
 

h
a
vin

g
 o

n
e
, a

n
d
 n

e
ve

r th
o
u
g
h
t to

 a
sk a

b
o
u
t h

im
. H

is m
o
th

e
r w

a
s le

ft 
w

ith
 th

re
e
 ch

ild
re

n
.... L

e
e
 sa

id
 h

is m
o
th

e
r su

p
p
o
rte

d
 th

e
m

 b
y w

o
rkin

g
 

a
s a

n
 in

su
ra

n
ce

 b
ro

ke
r a

n
d

 sh
e

 w
a

s o
n

 th
e

 g
o

 a
ll d

a
y lo

n
g

. H
e

 d
o

e
sn

't 
re

m
e

m
b

e
r a

n
yo

n
e

 e
lse

 ta
kin

g
 ca

re
 o

f h
im

 a
n

d
 h

e
 th

in
ks sh

e
 e

ith
e

r le
ft 

film
 in

 th
e

 ca
re

 o
f h

is o
ld

e
r b

ro
th

e
rs o

r.... th
a

t h
e

 sh
ifte

d
 fo

r h
im

se
lf. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 le

a
ve

 e
a

rly in
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g

 a
n

d
 co

m
e

 h
o

m
e

 a
ro

u
n

d
 se

ve
n

 o
r 

e
ig

h
t a

t n
ig

h
t a

fte
r a

 h
a
rd

 d
a
y's w

o
rk. O

cca
sio

n
a
lly sh

e
 to

o
k L

e
e
 w

ith
 

h
e
r o

n
 th

e
se

 trip
s, b

u
t h

e
 w

rin
kle

d
 h

is n
o
se

 a
n
d
 sa

id
 it w

a
s ve

ry b
o
rin

g
 

b
e
ca

u
se

 sh
e
 w

a
s a

lw
a
ys m

a
kin

g
 sto

p
s, g

o
in

g
 in

to
 h

o
u
se

s a
n
d
 tryin

g
 to

 
se

ll p
e

o
p

le
 th

in
g

s, w
h

ile
 h

e
 w

a
ite

d
 fo

r h
e
/ in

 th
e
 ca

r. 

H
e
 to

ld
 h

e
r th

a
t a

fte
r h

is b
ro

th
e
rs w

e
n
t in

to
 th

e
 se

rvice
, h

is m
o
th

e
r 

d
e

cid
e

d
 to

 m
o

ve
 to

 N
e

w
 Y

o
rk "to

 b
e

 n
e

a
r Jo

h
n

." H
is sto

ry o
f th

e
ir 

stay, w
ith th

e P
ics w

a
s sim

ila
r to

 h
is m

o
th

e
r's, b

u
t h

e
 d

id
n
't te

ll h
e
r 

w
h

y th
e

y le
ft. 

Q
uestioning revealed that w

hile Lee felt John w
as glad to see them

, his 
sister-in-law

 	
, w

a
s u

n
h
a
p
p
y a

b
o
u
t th

e
ir sh

a
rin

g
 th

e
 a

p
a
rtm

e
n
t u

n
til 

they could find a place of their ow
n and she m

ade them
 feel unw

elcom
e. 

L
e
e
 h

a
d
 to

 sle
e
p
 in

 th
e
 h

yin
g
 ro

o
m

 d
u
n
n
g
 th

is p
e
rio

d
 a

lth
o
u
g
h
 th

e
re

 
w

e
re

 five
 ro

o
m

s in
 th

e
 a

p
a
rtm

e
n
t a

n
d
 h

e
 a

d
m

itte
d
 th

a
t th

is m
a
d
e
 h

im
 

fe
d
 a

s b
e
 a

lw
a
ys d

id
 fe

e
l w

ith
 g

ro
w

n
u

p
s—

th
a

t th
e

re
 w

a
s

 n
o

 ro
o
m

 fo
r 

him
. 

A
fte

r• th
e
y re

lo
ca

te
d
, th

e
 re

p
o
rt c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

, "H
e

 w
ith

d
re

w
 in

to
 a

 
co

m
p

letely so
lita

ry a
n

d
 d

e
ta

ch
e

d
 e

xiste
n

ce
 w

h
e

re
 h

e
 d

id
 a

s h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 

a
n
d
 h

e
 d

id
n
't h

a
v
e
 to

 liv
e
 b

y
 a

n
y
 ru

le
s
 o

r c
o
m

e
 in

to
 c

o
n
ta

c
t w

ith
 

p
eo

p
le." 

W
h

e
n

 q
u

e
stio

n
e

d
 a

b
o

u
t h

is m
o

th
e

r's re
a

ctio
n

 to
 th

is h
e

 sa
id

 sh
e

 to
ld

 
bins to go to school, "but she never did anything about il." W

hen h
e w

as 
a

ske
d

 if h
e

 w
ish

e
d

 th
a

t sh
e

 w
o

u
ld

 d
o

 so
m

e
th

in
g

 h
e

 n
o

d
d

e
d

 a
n

d
 fin

a
lly 

em
e
rg

e
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 fa

ct th
a
t h

e
 ... fe

lt h
is m

o
th

e
r "n

e
ve

r gave a
 d

a
m

n
" 

fo
r h

im
. . 	

W
h
e
n
 Lee a

n
d

 h
is m

o
th

e
r a

re
 h

o
m

e
 to

g
e

th
e

r, h
e

 is n
o

t 

F. 
u
n
co

m
fo

rta
b
le

 w
ith

 h
e
r, b

u
t th

e
y n

e
ve

r h
a
ve

 a
n
yth

in
g
 to

 sa
y to

 e
a
ch

 
other. S

he never punishes him
 because she is the kind of person w

ho just 
le

ts th
in

g
s rid

e
. It w

a
s h

a
rd

 fo
r h

im
 to

 sa
y w

h
e
th

e
r sh

e
 a

cte
d
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 

w
ay tow

ards his brothers, because he never noticed. A
lthough his broth-

ers w
e
re

 n
o
t a

s d
e
ta

ch
e
d
 a

s h
is m

o
th

e
r w

a
s, he expenenced rejection 

fro
m

 th
e
m

, to
o
, a

n
d
 th

e
y a

lw
a
ys p

u
sh

e
d
 h

im
 a

w
a
y w

h
e
n
 h

e
 trie

d
 to
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B
ro

n
x Z

o
o
—

h
e
 w

a
s re

p
o
rte

d
ly su

rly a
n
d
 ca

lle
d
 th

e
 o

ffice
r a

 "d
a
m

n
 

Y
a

n
ke

e
." W

h
e

n
 a

 te
a

ch
e

r ca
m

e
 to

 th
e

 O
sw

a
ld

 a
p

a
rtm

e
n

t to
 a

sk h
im

 

to
 re

tu
rn

 to
 cla

ss, h
e s

a
id

 h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 th
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t it. 

E
v
e
n
tu

a
lly

, tru
a
n
c
y
 c

h
a
rg

e
s
 w

e
re

 b
ro

u
g
h
t a

g
a
in

s
t h

im
, a

n
d
 in

 
M

a
rch

 1
9
5
3
 h

e
 w

a
s o

rd
e
re

d
 to

 a
p
p
e
a
r b

e
fo

re
 a

 ju
ve

n
ile

 ju
d
g
e
. O

n
 th

e
 

a
p

p
o

in
te

d
 d

a
y, M

a
rg

u
e

rite
 sh

o
w

e
d

 u
p

 a
t co

u
rt a

lo
n

e
 a

n
d

 to
ld

 Ju
d

g
e

 
D

e
la

n
y h

e
r so

n
 h

a
d

 re
fu

se
d

 to
 co

m
e

 w
ith

 h
e

r. A
s a

 re
su

lt, a
 w

a
rra

n
t 

w
a
s issu

e
d

, a
n
d

 a
t a

 h
e
a
rin

g
 in

 A
p

ril, a
t w

h
ich

 h
e
 d

id
 a

p
p
e
a
r, L

e
e
 

H
a

rve
y O

sw
a

ld
 w

a
s re

m
a

n
d

e
d

 to
 Y

o
u

th
 H

o
u

se
, a

 ju
ve

n
ile

 d
e

te
n

tio
n

 
ce

n
te

r, fo
r th

re
e

 w
e

e
ks o

f e
va

lu
a

tio
n

 so
 th

e
 co

u
rt co

u
ld

 d
e

te
rm

in
e

 
w

h
e
th

e
r o

r n
o
t h

e
 n

e
e
d
e
d
 p

sych
ia

tric h
e
lp

. 

T
h

e
 o

ld
 Y

o
u

th
 H

o
u

se
 w

a
s o

n
 M

a
n

h
a

tta
n

's L
o

w
e

r E
a

st S
id

e
 b

e
-

tw
e

e
n

 F
irst a

n
d

 S
e

co
n

d
 a

ve
n

u
e

s o
n

 T
w

e
lfth

 S
tre

e
t, a

m
o

n
g

 te
n

e
m

e
n

t 
b

u
ild

in
g

s. O
sw

a
ld

 w
a

s e
xa

m
in

e
d

 b
y a

 p
h

ysicia
n

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 a
 p

sych
o

lo
-

g
ist. T

h
e

 la
tte

r, Irvin
g

 S
o

ko
lo

w
, re

p
o

rte
d

: 

H
e
 a

ch
ie

ve
d
 a

n
 I.Q

. o
f it8

 o
n
 th

e
 W

e
ch

sle
r In

te
llig

e
n
ce

 S
ca

le
 fo

r 
C

h
ild

re
n
 (a

b
b
.) in

d
ica

tin
g
 p

re
se

n
t in

te
lle

ctu
a
l fu

n
ctio

n
in

g
 in

 th
e
 u

p
p
e
r 

range o
f b

rig
h

t n
o

rm
a

l in
te

llig
e

n
ce

. A
ll h

is sco
re

s w
e

re
 a

b
o

ve
 th

e
 a

ve
r-

a
g

e
 fo

r h
is a

g
e

 g
ro

u
p

, a
p

p
re

cia
b

ly so
 in

 th
e

 ve
rb

a
liza

tio
n

 o
f a

b
stra

ct 
co

n
ce

p
ts a

n
d

 in
 th

e
 a

sse
m

b
ly o

f co
m

m
o

n
ly re

co
g

n
iza

b
le

 o
b

je
cts. H

is 
m

e
th

o
d
 o

f a
p
p
ro

a
ch

 w
a
s g

e
n
e
ra

lly a
n
 e

a
sy, fa

cile
 a

n
d
 h

ig
h
ly p

e
rce

p
tive

 
o
n
e
. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 p

re
su

m
a
b
ly d

isin
te

re
ste

d
 in

 sch
o
o
l su

b
je

cts h
e
 o

p
e
ra

te
s 

o
n
 a

 m
u
ch

 h
ig

h
e
r th

a
n
 a

ve
ra

g
e
 le

ve
l... . 

T
h
e
 H

u
m

a
n
 F

ig
u
re

 D
ra

w
in

g
s a

re
 e

m
p
ty, p

o
o
r ch

a
ra

cte
riza

tio
n
s o

f [a
l 

person approxim
ately the sam

e age as the subject. T
hey reflect a consid-

e
ra

b
le

 a
m

o
u
n
t o

f im
p
o
ve

rish
m

e
n
t in

 th
e
 so

cia
l a

n
d
 e

m
o
tio

n
a
l a

re
a
s. 

. . . H
e

 e
xh

ib
its so

m
e

 d
ifficu

lty in
 re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
 to

 th
e

 m
a

te
rn

a
l fig

u
re

 
su

g
g
e
stin

g
 m

o
re

 a
n
xie

ty in
 th

is a
re

a
 th

a
n
 in

 a
n
y o

th
e
r. 

U
n
d
e
r co

n
d
itio

n
s o

f e
m

o
tio

n
a
l stre

ss a
n
d
 stra

in
 h

e
 a

p
p
e
a
rs in

cre
a
s-

in
g

ly d
e

fe
n

sive
 . a

n
d

 in
 g

e
n

e
ra

l in
ca

p
a

b
le

 o
f co

n
stru

ctin
g

 a
n

 e
ffe

ctive
 

ego-defense. 

A
fte

rw
a
rd

, a
 so

cia
l w

o
rke

r n
a
m

e
d
 E

ve
lyn

 S
trickm

a
n
 ta

lke
d
 to

 h
im

 
a

t le
n

g
th

 a
n

d
 w

ro
te

 a
n

 in
sig

h
tfu

l re
p

o
rt in

 w
h

ich
 w

e
 a

re
 a

b
le

 to
 se

e
 

O
sw

a
ld

's o
w

n
 a

sse
ssm

e
n

t o
f h

is situ
a

tio
n

, a
n

d
 h

e
rs. S

h
e

 b
e

g
a

n
 b

y 
d
e
s
c
rib

in
g
 h

im
 a

s
 "a

 s
e
rio

u
s
ly

 d
e
ta

c
h
e
d
, w

ith
d
ra

w
n
 y

o
u
n
g
s
te

r o
f 

th
irte

e
n
" w

h
o
 a

n
sw

e
re

d
 q

u
e
stio

n
s. "b

u
t vo

lu
n
te

e
re

d
 a

lm
o
st n

o
th

in
g
 

a
b
o
u
t h

im
se

lf sp
o

n
ta

n
e
o
u
sly." 



411...0aw
alers G

am
e 

accom
pany them

. T
hey never m

et any of his needs. H
e said he had to 

use there w
as never any one there for him

. 
b
e "m

y
 o

w
n
 fath

er" b
eta 

 

W
hen M

iss S
tickm

an expressed her understanding of his lonely 
situation, he denied he really felt lonely, and she noted, "Q

uestioning 
elicited the inform

ation that he feels alm
ost as if there is a veil betw

een 
him

 and other people through w
hich they cannot reach him

, but he 
prefers this veil to rem

ain intact." W
hen this revelation prom

pted her 
to inquire about his fantasy life, he responded by pointing out "this 

is m
y ow

n business." 

H
e agreed to answ

er questions if he w
anted to, rejecting those w

hich 
upset him

 and acknow
ledged fantasies about being pow

erful, and som
e-

tim
es hurting or killing people, but refused to elaborate on this. N

one 
of these fantasies involved his m

other, incidentally. H
e also acknow

l-
edged dream

ing but refused to talk about the dream
s other than to adm

it 
that they som

etim
es contained violence, but he insisted that they w

ere 

pleasant. 

A
sked about his future, he told her he w

anted to return hom
e, and 

assured her that he w
ould run aw

ay if he w
ere placed in a boarding 

school as an alternative. H
e adm

itted that hom
e "offered him

 very 
little," but he said that's how

 he w
anted it. B

eing aw
ay from

 hom
e 

m
eant "a loss of his freedom

 and privacy." M
iss S

trickm
an w

rote, "If 
he could have his ow

n w
ay, he w

ould like to be on his ow
n and jolt%

 
the S

ervice. W
hile he feels that living that close to other people and 

follow
ing a routine w

ould be distasteful he w
ould 'steel' him

self to do 

M
iss S

trickm
an also interview

ed M
arguerite--she described her as 

it." 

a "sm
artly dressed, gray-haired w

om
an, very self-possessed and alert 

and superficially affable," but essentially a "defensive, rigid, self. 
involved person" w

ho had alm
ost no understanding of L

ee's behavior 
and of the "protective shell" he had draw

n around him
self. S

he w
rote, 

"I honestly don't think that she sees him
 as a person at all but sim

ply 

as an extension of herself." W
hen she rem

arked to M
arguerite "that 

it m
ust have been difficult for her to be both parents as w

ell as the -1  

breadw
inner, proudly she said she had never found it so. S

he felt she 
w

as a very independent, self-reliant person, w
ho never needed help 

from
 anyone, and w

ho pulled herself up by her ow
n bootstraps. H

o
  

m
other died w

hen she w
as only tw

o, and her father raised six children 
w

ith the help of housekeepers in a very poor section of N
ew

 O
rleam

 

M
arguerite's S

on ... 49 

of m
ixed 

racial 
g
ro

u
p
s. S

h
e alw

ay
s h

ad
 'h

ig
h
-falu

tin
' id

eas an
d
 

m
anaged to m

ake som
ething of herself." 

M
arguerite m

ade it clear she believed her son L
ee had been treated 

unjustly: 

M
rs. 0. railed and railed against N

Y
C

 law
s w

hich she felt in a large 
m

easure w
ere responsible for the w

ay L
ee acted. S

he said that w
hen he 

first began to truant, the truant officer picked him
 up in a police car and 

to
o
k
 h

im
 b

ack
 to

 sch
o
o
l an

d
 sh

e th
o
u
g
h
t th

at w
as ju

st atro
cio

u
s. 

, S
he said she felt L

ee could be stubborn and defiant 	
as she w

ould 
be if som

eone kept stressing w
ith him

 the w
ay the truant officer had w

ith 
L

ee that he had to go to school because the N
Y

C
 law

 said so. 

W
hen it cam

e tim
e to w

rite her recom
m

endation, E
velyn S

trickm
an 

faced a dilem
m

a. S
he felt that if he returned hom

e and got counseling, 
his m

other's "attitude about social w
orkers, probation, etc., w

ould 
inevitably com

m
unicate itself to the boy" and that if h

e started show
-

ing im
provem

ent in therapy she w
as "one of these m

others w
ho w

ould 
have to break it up." O

n the other hand, L
ee w

as so strongly against 
placem

ent she doubted m
uch could be accom

plished by sending him
 

aw
ay, either. S

he noticed that he had becom
e totally w

ithdraw
n at 

Y
outh H

ouse: "I have spent som
e tim

e w
atching him

 w
ith other boys 

and he doesn't participate or m
ingle in any w

ay but keeps him
self 

com
pletely aloof." 

T
he follow

ing day O
sw

ald w
as seen by the chief psychiatrist, R

ena-
tus H

artogs, w
ho had gathered the reports on his desk and w

hose task 
it w

as to put a label on O
sw

ald's behavior and decide w
hat to do w

ith 
him

. H
ai-togs found him

 to be a tense and evasive boy w
ho disliked 

talking about him
self and his feelings. L

ee repeated to H
artogs his 

belief that his m
other and brothers show

ed little interest in him
, and 

he rem
arked, "I dislike everybody." In H

artogs' view
, L

ee O
sw

ald 
w

as quite disturbed em
otionally—

but definitely not psychotic: "H
e 

w
as in full contact w

ith reality," and there w
as "no indication of 

psychotic m
ental changes." L

ee's problem
, he believed, cam

e from
 the 

im
pact of his "em

otional isolation and deprivation." T
he psychia-

trist's diagnosis w
as "a personality pattern disturbance w

ith schizoid 
features and passive-aggressive tendencies." A

s he later explained, 

The "schizoid features" w
ere apparent in his extrem

e w
ithdraw

al and 
the depth to w

h
ich

 he seem
ed to live in fantasy. "P

assive–aggressive 
!endem

ics" is a term
 used to describe an apparently com

pliant m
anner 



C1114.# -0 1:1 7
 it( 1

.0
11111, i4.41447 ton

e. 14,(2,,c2,tid 

s4v-,61 . I 	
e,4),J+K

 lc 	
11,11,... ei•• frv.:trl A

u/ ar-14/tri 
C

 ti,v0h4c 	
AAA/ 1,4,tar 	

C
ai.i...(;14.01 .4, 	

L 

I50...O
siva case 

1
1
 t h

itb
c tU

t ki 1.1_ 9  vp fir W
, Oh 4

,4 ,4  

w
h
ich

 h
i 	

how
ever, d

eep
 an

g
er.t1,4)‘ "), , 1,4- A

i, iv 
	
d

,,,,,,,„, 
• cvq,..3,1  sti...4, fit, . 1

, 
	v

. ,,,,/,,,64„,•- 

_
,,,,,, ,„,t, 

,,,, ,,,,,(,,,,,,,i--,,,,,,,,,,m
,, 	

.,,, ),„).,A.,,,,, „, 	
,,,,A), 

A
O

) 

H
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m
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e
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a
t O

sw
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 a
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w

e
d
 to

 g
o
 h

o
m

e
 ca

l th
e
---/ 

I co
n
d
itio

n
 th

a
t b

o
th

 h
e
 a

n
d
 h

is m
o
th

e
r se

e
k h

e
lp

 fro
m

 a
 ch

ild
 g u

id
a
n
ce

 

c
lin

ic
. If th

a
t d

id
n
't w

o
rk

 o
u
t, p

la
c
e
m

e
n
t in

 a
 j u

ve
n
ile

 h
o
m

e
 fo

r 

fu
rth

e
r tre

a
tm

e
n
t co

u
ld

 co
m

e
 la

te
r. 

R
e
le

a
se

d
 fro

m
 Y

o
u
th

 H
o
u
se

 o
n
 M

a
y 7

, 1
9
5
3
, O

sw
a
ld

 a
p
p
e
a
re

d
 in

 

co
u
rt a

g
a
in

 a
n

d
 w

a
s p

u
t o

n
 p

a
ro

le
 w

ith
 th

e
 u

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

in
g

 th
a

t h
e

 

re
tu

rn
 to

 sch
o
o
l a

n
d
 a

tte
n
d
 re

g u
la

rly. M
rs. O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s to

ld
 th

a
t th

e
 

ca
se

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 re

fe
rre

d
 to

 a
 fa

m
ily a

g
e

n
cy fo

r co
u

n
se

lin
g

, a
n

d
 L

e
e

's 

p
ro

b
a
tio

n
 o

ffi ce
r re

co
rd

e
d
, "B

o
th

 m
o
th

e
r a

n
d
 b

o
y p

ro
m

ise
d
 to

 co
o
p
- 

e
ra

te
." 

T
h
e
S

a
v
e
 th

e
 R

o
s
e
n
b
e
rg

s
 p

a
m

p
h
le

t p
ro

b
a
b
ly

 fe
ll in

to
 O

s
w

a
ld

's
 

h
a
n
d
s th

re
e
 d

a
ys la

te
r—

iro
n
ica

lly, o
n
 M

o
th

e
r's D

a
y. 

Ju
liu

s a
n
d
 E

th
e
l R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

 w
e
re

 o
n
 d

e
a
th

 ro
w

 in
 u

p
sta

te
 N

e
w

 
‘jr 

k
 

Y
o
rk. T

h
e
ir e

xe
cu

tio
n
 w

a
s se

t fo
r Ju

n
e
 1

9
. D

u
rin

g
 M

a
y a

n
d
 Ju

n
e
, 

''' su
p
p
o
rte

rs o
f T

he W
orker, th

e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist p

a
rty d

a
ily, w

e
re

 ca
n
va

ss-

in
g
 n

e
i g h

b
o
rh

o
o
d
s a

ll o
ve

r th
e
 city in

 a
 su

b
scrip

tio
n
 d

rive
. T

h
e
y gave 

a
w

a
y co

p
ie

s in
 a

 h
o
u
sin

g
 p

ro
je

ct in
 th

e
 B

ro
n
x a

n
d
 sim

u
lta

n
e
o
u
sly 

trie
d
 to

 e
n
list h

e
lp

 in
 th

e
 R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

 ca
m

p
a
ig

n
. O

n
 M

o
th

e
r's D

a
y, 

M
a
y to

, w
o
m

e
n
 w

h
o
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 re

cru
ite

d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 a

n
 a

d
 in

 T
he W

orker 

p
a
sse

d
 o

u
t le

a
fle

ts fo
r th

e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk C

o
m

m
itte

e
 fo

r C
le

m
e
n
cy fo

r th
e
 

R
o
se

n
b
e
rg

s o
n
 city stre

e
t co

rn
e
rs. (T

h
is w

a
s th

e
 o

n
ly in

sta
n
ce

 I co
u
ld

 

fin
d

, in
 b

a
c
k
 c

o
p

ie
s
 o

f th
e

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk 
T

im
es 

a
n
d
 T

he W
orker, 

o
f 

city-w
id

e
 d

istrib
u
tio

n
 o

f le
a
fle

ts o
n
 th

e
 stre

e
ts—

th
e
re

 m
a
y h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 

o
th

e
rs. B

u
t th

e
 fa

ct th
a
t w

o
m

e
n
 vo

lu
n
te

e
rs w

e
re

 sp
e
cifica

lly re
cru

ite
d
 

fo
r th

is o
n
e
 su

g
g
e
sts, a

t le
a
st, th

a
t th

is m
a
y h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 th

e
 d

a
y th

e
 "o

ld
 

la
d
y" h

a
n
d
e
d
 h

im
 a

 p
a
m

p
h
le

t. P
o
ssib

ly O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s o

n
 h

is w
a
y to

 th
e
 

B
ro

n
x
 Z

o
o
 o

r th
e
 lib

ra
ry

 o
r th

e
 s

u
b
w

a
y
 s

ta
tio

n
 th

a
t S

u
n
d
a
y
—

th
e
 

e
n
tra

n
ce

 to
 a

n
y o

f th
o
se

 p
la

ce
s w

o
u
ld

 p
ro

b
a
b
ly h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 a

 g
o
o
d
 sp

o
t 

fo
r a

 d
e
m

o
n
stra

tio
n
.) 

It isn
't kn

o
w

n
 e

xa
ctly w

h
a
t w

a
s in

 th
e
 p

a
m

p
h

le
t, b

u
t th

e
 ca

m
p

a
ig

n
 

fo
r cle

m
e
n
cy h

a
d
 o

n
ly tw

o
 th

e
m

e
s. T

h
e
 first w

a
s th

a
t th

e
 R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

s 

w
e
re

 in
n
o
ce

n
t victim

s o
f a

n
 u

n j u
s
t c

o
u
rt. In

 T
he W

orker they w
ere 

d
e
scrib

e
d
 as m

a
rtyrs w

h
o
 w

e
re

 b
e
in

g
 lyn

ch
e
d
 b

y a
 h

a
n
g
in

g
 judge and 

b
y P

re
sid

e
n

t E
ise

n
h

o
w

e
r, w

h
o

 re
fu

se
d

 to
 co

m
m

u
te

 th
e

ir se
n

te
n

ce
s. 

T
h
e
 o

th
e
r th

e
m

e
 w

a
s im

p
licit in

 th
e
 ch

o
ice
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f w

o
m

e
n
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 M

o
th

e
r's 

D
a
y d

e
m

o
n
stra

tio
n
—

im
p
licit, to

o
, w

h
e
n
e
ve

r th
e
 n

a
m

e
s o

f th
e
 R

o
se

n
-

b
e

rg
s' so

n
s M

ich
a

e
l a

n
d

 R
o

b
e

rt w
e

re
 m

e
n

tio
n

e
d

. M
ich

a
e

l w
a

s to
; 

R
o
b
e
rt w

a
s fo

u
r ye

a
rs yo

u
n
g
e
r. T

h
e

ir p
a

re
n

ts w
e

re
 g o

in
g
 to

 b
e
 e

x- 

	j11
h
.
;
 

Iftxo 	
0
1
1
M

 	
0
1
/1
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e
cu

te
d
, le

a
vin

g  th
e

m
 o

rp
h

a
n

s
. It's

 u
n

lik
e

ly
 th

a
t a

 c
a

m
p

a
ig

n
 c

o
u

ld
 

h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 d

e
sig

n
e
d
 a

n
y b

e
tte

r to
 strike

 O
sw

a
ld

's n
a
tu

re
 a

n
d
 circu

m
-

sta
n

ce
s. "I lo

o
ke

d
 a

t th
a

t p
a

p
e

r,'' h
e

 to
ld

 A
lin

e
 M

o
sb

y six ye
a

rs la
te

r, 

"a
n
d
 I s

till re
m

e
m

b
e
r it fo

r s
o
m

e
 re

a
s
o
n
, I d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
y
." 

It w
a

sn
't th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 co
m
i
a
ssio

n
 fo

r th
e
 R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

s. O
sw

a
ld

 n
e
ve

r 

h
a
d
 a

 t1
1
e
n

u
 of e

m
p

a
th

y. A
n

 a
c

qu
a
n

i
f
i
i
—

tct o
r-E

ls-in
 D

a
lla

s, a
n
 in

te
lli-

ge
n

t a
n

d
 se

n
sitive

 m
a

n
, b

e
lie

ve
d

 th
a

t O
sw

a
ld

 sa
w

 p
e

o
p

le
 a

s ca
rd

b
o

a
rd

 

figu
re

s, w
ith

 th
e
 sin

gle
 e

xce
p
tio

n
 o

f h
is d

a
u
g
h
te

r Ju
n
e
. T

h
e
re

 is e
vi-

d
e
n
ce

 fo
r th

is in
 th

e
 Y

o
u
th

 H
o
u
se

 re
co

rd
s. H

e
 h

a
d
 n

o
 cu

rio
sity a

b
o
u
t 

h
is d

e
a
d
 fa

th
e
r. H

e
 d

id
n
't kn

o
w

 h
o
w

 h
is m

o
th

e
r tre

a
te

d
 h

is b
ro

th
e
rs 

b
e
ca

u
se

 h
e
 n

e
ve

r n
o
tice

d
. If R

o
b
e
rt a

n
d
 Jo

h
n
, five

 a
n
d
 e

igh
t ye

a
rs 

o
ld

e
r, re

sp
e
ctive

ly, d
id

n
't a

lw
a
ys w

a
n
t a

 kid
 b

ro
th

e
r ta

g
gin

g
  a

lo
n

g, 

th
e
y w

e
re

 re
je

cting
  h

im
. T

h
e
y "n

e
ve

r m
e

t a
n

y o
f h

is n
e

e
d

s." W
h

e
th

e
r 

th
ro

u
g
h
 fo

rce
 o

f e
xa

m
p
le

 o
r in

h
e
rite

d
 d

isp
o
sitio

n
, L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 

a
cq

u
ire

d
 a

n
 e

g
o
ce

n
tricity re

se
m

b
lin

g
 h

is m
o
th

e
r's. W

h
a
t m

a
d
e
 th

e
 

R
o
se

n
b
e
rg

 p
a
m

p
h
le

t m
e
m

o
ra

b
le

 to
 h

im
, su

re
ly, w

a
s th

a
t h

e
 sa

w
 

1. 

him
self in

 it—
th

e
 "in

n
o
c
e
n
t v

ic
tim

" o
f a

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 c
o
u
rt. H

e
 h

e
ld

 

in
 h

is h
a
n
d
 a

 m
e
ssa

g
e
 th

a
t sa

id
 to

 h
im

: H
e
re

 a
re

 a
llie

s yo
u
 ca

n
 id

e
n
tify 

w
ith

. H
e
re

 a
re

 p
e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 fe

e
l a

s yo
u
 d

o
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 le

g
a
l syste

m
. 

T
h
e
 m

o
re

 o
n
e
 ta

ke
s th

is p
e
rio

d
 o

f h
is life

 in
to

 a
cco

u
n
t, th

e
 m

o
re

 

p
la

u
sib

le
 th

e
 sto

ry h
e
 to

ld
 in

 M
o
sco

w
 b

e
co

m
e
s. T

h
e
 p

a
m

p
h
le

t go
t h

im
 

sta
rte

d
 re

a
d

in
g  so

cia
list lite

ra
tu

re
, h

e
 sa

id
, a

n
d
 h

e
 sa

w
 th

a
t th

e
 d

e
- 

scrip
tio

n
 it g

a
ve

 o
f ca

p
ita

list so
cie

ty m
a
tch

e
d
 h

is o
w

n
 o

b
se

rva
tio

n
s. 

;e
l 	

U
. 

W
h
e
n
 h

e
 ta

lke
d
 a

b
o
u
t "w

a
tch

in
g
  th

e
 tre

a
tm

e
n
t o

f w
o
rk

e
rs

 in
 N

e
w

 11
.V

- 	
k.,f 

Y
o
rk a

n
d
 o

b
se

rvin
g
  th

e
 fa

ct th
a
t th

e
y a

re
 e

xp
lo

ite
d
," w

e
 m

a
y a

ssu
m

e
 1...4,-0,4

' 	
;
 

h
e
 w

a
s sp

e
a
kin

g
 p

rim
a
rily a

b
o
u
t M

a
rg

u
e
rite

. D
u
rin

g
  th

e
 ye

a
r a

n
d
 a

 le
 	

„IL
 IA

/ 
ha

lf th
e
y live

d
 th

e
re

, sh
e
 re

sig
n
e
d
 o

r w
a
s fire

d
 fro

m
 a

t le
a
st th

re
e
 

different jo
b
s. W

h
e
n
 E

ve
lyn

 S
trickm

a
n
 sa

w
 h

im
 a

t Y
o
u
th

 H
o
u
se

, h
is 

re
se

n
tm

e
n
t w

a
s a

im
e
d
 a

t h
is m

o
th

e
r. S

h
e
 w

a
s a

lw
a
ys b

u
sy se

lling
  

insurance and ,_w
hen she cam

e_ hom
e sh

e d
id

n
't 

e
ve

n
 m

a
k
e
 h

ig
u
a
 

decent supper. S
he never

g
a

v
e

 a d
a
m

n
 fo

rlin
v
in

-his_
in

te
rvi6

v w
ith

 
P

riscilla Johnson 
e
 e

xp
la

iria
.sT

h
yrit

i
 	

e
-b

e
ca

m
e
 a

 M
a
rxist—

b
y ch

a
ra

c- 

te
rizin

g
 h

is m
o
th

e
r's situ

a
tio

n
: "A

t 15  I w
a
s
 lo

o
k
in

g
 fo

r s
o
m

e
th

in
g
 

that w
o
u
ld

 give
 m

e
 th

e
 ke

y to
 m

y e
n
viro

n
m

e
n
t. M

y m
o
th

e
r h

a
s been 

a w
o
rk

e
r a

ll h
e
r life

. A
ll h

e
r life

 s
h
e
 h

a
d
 to

 p
ro

d
u
c
e
 p

ro
fit fo

r th
e
 

capitalists. S
he is a go

o
d
 e

xa
m

p
le

 o
f w

h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
s to

 w
o
rke

rs in
 th

e
 

U
n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s." It w
a
s a

s th
o
u
g
h
 n

e
w

 b
a
ttle

 lin
e
s h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 d

ra
w

n
. T

h
e
 

u
n
ca

rin
g
 m

o
th

e
r h

a
d
 b

e
co

m
e
 a

 "g
o

o
d

 e
xa

m
p

le
" o

f w
h

a
t ca

p
ita

lism
 

does to people. It follow
ed th

a
t it h

e
 co

u
ld

 see her a
s th

e
 victim

 o
f a

 

political system
, he now

 had a m
ore secure em

otional footing—
and 

a w
ay to fight back. T

hus, O
sw

ald's anger and resentm
ent w

ere easily 



	

T
h

at n
ig  t I a

s
 re

a
d

in
g  a pam

phlet I bought from
 the speaker  givin

g 	
-) 

	

the facts of this case and the neat day I w
ent and contributed 5o cents. 	

Y
i ll ` 

T
h

en
 I b

eg
an

 to
 d

istrib
u

te th
e p

am
p

h
lets an

d
 co

llect sig
n

atu
res o

n
 a 

M
o

o
n

ey p
etitio

n
 fro

m
 sch

o
o

l frien
d

s an
d

 n
eig

h
b

o
rs. 

In
 T

h
e
 Im

p
lo

sio
n
 C

o
n
sp

ira
cy, L

o
u
is N

ize
r q

uoted the passa
ge above 

c 
a
n
d
 re

m
a
rk

e
d
, "It is

 curious h
o
w

 a
 p

u
re

ly a
ccid

e
n
ta

l in
cid

e
n
t ca

n
 

person's life
. If Julius 

ch
a
n

ge the co
u
rse

 o
f a pe

s  R
o
se

n
b
e
rg

  h
a
d
 n

o
t 

sto
p

p
e

d
 to

 liste
n

 to
 th

e
 M

o
o

n
e

y orater, he m
ay not have been seated 

in
 a

 d
e
fe

n
d
a
n
t's ch

a
ir in

 th
e
 c

o
u
rtro

o
m

 e
igh

te
e
n
 ye

a
rs la

te
r." 

W
e
 re

tu
rn

 n
o
w

 to
 th

e
 su

m
m

e
r o

f 1953, to
 p

ick u
p
 O

sw
a
ld

's tra
il. 

In
 Ju

ly R
o
b
e
rt O

sw
a
ld

 ca
m

e
 to

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk C

ity o
n
 a

 te
n
-d

a
y fu

rlo
u

gh
 

to
 visit h

is fa
m

ily, a
n
d
 L

e
e
 sh

o
w

e
d
 h

im
 a

ro
u
n
d
. A

fte
r ta

kin
g
  h

im
 b

y 
su

b
w

a
y fro

m
 th

e
 B

ro
n

x to
 T

im
e

s S
qu

a
re

, L
e
e
 gu

id
e
d
 h

im
 to

 th
e
 to

p
 

o
f th

e
 E

m
p
ire

 S
ta

te
 B

u
ild

in
g
  and m

apped a
 to

u
r fo

r h
im

 fro
m

 W
all 

 
S

tre
e
t to

 th
e
 M

u
se

u
m

 o
f N

a
tu

ra
l H

isto
ry. T

yp
ica

lly, L
e
e
 d

id
n
't o

p
e
n
 

M
rs. P

ic to
 R

o
b
e
rt, e

ith
e
r. 

u
p

 to
 h

im
 a

b
o

u
t h

is re
ce

n
t tro

u
b

le
s. N

o
b

o
d

y e
lse

 in
 th

e
 fa

m
ily m

e
n

-

tio
n
e
d
 L

e
e
's co

n
fin

e
m

e
n
t o

r h
is cla

sh
 w

ith
 M

 

(A
s fa

r a
s o

n
e
 ca

n
 te

ll fro
m

 th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 re

co
rd

s, O
sw

a
ld

 n
e
ve

r ta
lke

d
 

about his court appearances and h
is sta

y a
t Y

o
u
th

 H
o
u
se

 w
ith

 a
n
yo

n
e
, 

e
v
e
r. A

s
 h

e
 w

ro
te

 R
o
b
e
rt fro

m
 M

o
s
c
o
w

, "Y
o
u
 re

a
lly

 d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 
a
n
yth

in
g
  a

b
o
u
t m

e
.") R

o
b
e
rt n

o
tice

d
 so

m
e
 te

n
sio

n
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 Jo

h
n
 a

n
d
 

the
ir m

o
th

e
r, b

u
t th

a
t w

a
s n

o
th

in
g  u

n
u
su

a
l, n

o
 d

iffe
re

n
t fro

m
 th

e
ir 

p
a
st re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
. 

1
 	

E
a

rlie
r th

a
t ye

a
r, M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 h
a
d
 to

ld
 Jo

h
n
 th

a
t th

e
 sch

o
o
l authori- 

ties suggested O
sw

a
ld

 be se
e
n
 b

y a
 p

sych
ia

trist b
u
t th

a
t sh

e
 co

u
ld

n
't 

ge
t h

im
 to

 go
. S

h
e
 sa

id
 h

e
 re

fu
se

d
 to

 se
e
 a

 "n
u
t d

o
cto

r h
e
a
d
 sh

rin
ke

r." 
John a

d
vise

d
 h

e
r to

 ju
st ra

ke
 h

im
, b

u
t h

e
 n

e
ve

r h
e
a
rd

 a
n
y m

o
re

 a
b
o
u
t 

it. In
 S

e
p
te

m
b
e
r 1953  L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 e
n
te

re
d
 th

e
 e

igh
th

 gra
d
e
 in

 th
e
 

B
ro

n
x. T

h
e
 fo

llo
w

ing
  m

o
n

th
 o

n
e

 o
f h

is te
a
ch

e
rs rep

o
rted

: 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e p

ast a 
w

eeks p
ractically every su

b
ject teach

er h
as co

m
-

plained to m
e about the boy's behavior. H

e had consistently refused to 
salute the flag  d

u
rin

g  early m
o

rn
in

g  exercises... H
e sp

en
d

s m
o

st o
f 

his lim
e sailin

g  p
ap

er p
lan

es aro
u

n
d

 th
e ro

o
m

. W
h

en
 w

e sp
o

ke to
 h

im
 

about his behavior, his attitude w
as belligerent. [W

hen] I offered to help 

h
im

, h
e b

ru
sh

ed
 o

u
t w

ith
, "I d

o
n

't n
eed

 an
yb

o
d

y's h
elp

," 
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sw

ald's G
am

e 

su
b
su

m
e
d
 b

y a
 ra

d
ica

l p
o
litica

l o
u
tlo

o
k. 

O
sw

a
ld

 w
o
u
ld

 a
lw

a
ys b

e
 re

lu
cta

n
t to

 ta
lk a

b
o
u
t h

im
se

lf a
n
d
 h

is 

fe
e
lin

g
s, b

u
t h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
co

m
e
 a

rticu
la

te
 a

n
d
 co

m
b
a
tive

 a
b
o
u
t p

o
litics. 

In
 h

is
 s

e
c
o
n
d
 le

tte
r to

 R
o
b
e
rt fro

m
 M

o
s
c
o
w

, h
e
 re j e

cte
d

 n
o

t o
n

ly 

ca
p
ita

lism
 b

u
t h

is fa
m

ily a
s w

e
ll, vo

w
in

g  to
 k

ill a
n
y
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 w

h
o
 

fought 
ag a

in
st R

u
ssia

. T
h
e
 g la

rin
g
 ideology o

f th
a
t le

tte
r in

itia
lly

 

h
id

e
s th

e
 p

e
rso

n
 w

h
o
 w

ro
te

 it, b
u
t u

sin
g

  his past as a filter, w
e see the 

detached 1 3 -ye
a
r-o

ld
 w

h
o
 re

se
n
te

d
 h

is m
o
th

e
r's in

ce
ssa

n
t ta

kin
g
  a

n
d
 

e
ttin

g , w
h
o
 fe

lt w
ith

o
iifie

sso
rF

th
a
t h

is b
ro

th
e
rs h

a
d
 n

e
g le

cte
d
 h

im
, 

w
h
o
 a

d
m

itte
d
 h

a
vin

g
 fa

n
ta

sie
s a

b
o
u
t b

e
in

g
  p

o
w

e
rfu

l a
n
d
 so

m
e
tim

e
s 

h
u
rtin

g
  a

n
d
 k

illin
g

  p
e

o
p

le
, H

e
 w

o
u

ld
 in

sist th
e

 R
o

se
n

b
e

r g  p
a
m

p
h
le

t 

g o
t h

im
 in

te
re

ste
d
 in

 M
a
rxism

 fro
m

 "a
n
 id

e
o
lo

g ic
a
l v

ie
w

p
o
in

t." H
e
 

w
o
u
ld

 p
ro

te
st th

a
t h

is d
e
cisio

n
 to

 d
e
fe

ct w
a
s u

n
e
m

o
tio

n
a
l, th

a
t it w

as 

m
o
tiva

te
d
 b

y id
e
o
lo

g y a
lo

n
e
, n

o
t b

y p
e
rso

n
a
l h

a
rd

sh
ip

. T
h
is w

a
s a

 

s
o
re

 p
o
in

t w
ith

 h
im

. B
u
t if th

is
 re

c
o
n
s
tru

c
tio

n
 is

 c
o
rre

c
t, h

is
 tu

rn
 

to
w

a
rd

 p
o
litics co

u
ld

 h
a
rd

ly h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 m

o
re

 firm
ly e

n
ta

n
g le

d
 in

 h
is 

e
m

o
tio

n
a

l life
. 

T
h
a
t is n

o
t to

 sa
y th

a
t b

e
 w

a
s in

sin
ce

re
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 d

e
fe

cte
d
 

fo
r p

o
litica

l re
a
so

n
s, o

r th
a
t h

e
 w

a
sn

't a
ctu

a
lly co

m
m

itte
d
 to

 M
a
rx-

ism
, a

s h
e
 u

n
d
e
rsto

o
d
 it. O

n
 th

e
 co

n
tra

ry, o
n
e
 o

f h
is M

a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s 

b
u
d
d
ie

s, K
e
rry T

h
o
rn

le
y, sa

id
 h

e
 th

o
u

g h
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 a

n
 "irrevocable 
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ri  h
 rl r (1, ru.41- f t  ' A

A
A

. 
f  kir •V

 • 
0 )4 

V
i n 1, • 	

r
 	

Till 
IA 

 i'l 4
0
 

4 ) Ili -C
if IC

4/11  itr 61 '*7 A
fr it itila

l w AS.1 )41 	
ii.' 4 k

ti 4
1

41,  Ht. W
 1. 1

/1 
Z

i 
c
o
n
v
ic

tio
n
" w

h
e
n
 it c

a
m

e
 to

 I s is
 p

o
litic

a
l b

e
'. fs

:  

I th
m

k
- yoW

 em
it&

 stt'doW
n and argue ,  till n

i o
r a

 n
u

m
b

e
r o

f in
to

, j 

an
d

 I d
o

n
't th

in
k yo

u
 co

u
ld

 h
ave ch

an
g

ed
 h

is m
in

d
 ... u

n
less yo

u
Z

; 

knew
 w

hy he believed it in the first place. I certainly don't. I
 d

o
n

't th
in

k , 

w
ith

 an
y kin

d
 o

f fo
rm

al ar g u
m

en
t yo

u
 co

u
ld

 h
ave sh

aken
 th

at co
n

vic-rib
" 

lion . A
n

d
 th

at is w
h

y I say [it w
as] irrevocable. 

O
sw

a
ld

's ch
a
n
ce

 e
n
co

u
n
te

r w
ith

 th
e
 R

o
se

n
b
e
r g

  p
a
m

p
h
le

t ju
st a

fte
r 

he g o
t o

u
t o

f j u
ve

n
ile

 co
u
rt is th

e
 so

rt o
f co

in
cid

e
n
ce

 a
n
y d

e
ce

n
t 

n
o
ve

list w
o
u
ld

 sco
rn

 a
s b

e
in

g
  to

o
 m

e
lo

d
ra

m
a
tic, to

o
 p

a
t. E

vid
e
n
tly, 

h
is

to
ry

 d
o
e
s
n
't m

a
k
e
 th

a
t ty

p
e
 o

f e
d
ito

ria
l ju

d
g m

e
n
t. W

h
e
n
 I  w

a s  

d
o

in
g

 som
e back

g ro
u
n
d
 re

a
d
in g

  o
n
 th

e
 R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

 ca
se

, I ra
n
 a

cro
ss 

..-. 

 

another coincidence, another one
o

n
e
 o

r h
irsto

-6
6
W

h
im

s—
Ju

liu
s R

o
se

n
-

b
e
r g 's a

cco
u
n

t o
f h

is o
w

n
 in

tro
d
u

ctio
n

 to
 p

o
litics, a

t a
ge 1 5  in

 N
e
w

 

Y
o
rk

: I stopped to listen to a sp
eaker at a street co

rn
er m

eetin
g

.... H
is to

p
ic 

M
U

 to w
in freedom

 for T
o

o
 M

ooney, [ a] labor leader w
ho w

as im
pris-

oned on a fram
e-up.   

kAAss i 1
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4
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54 ... C
hw

ald's G
am

e 

A
n
o
th

e
r co

u
rt h

e
a
rin

g
 w

a
s sch

e
d
u
le

d
 o

n
 O

cto
b
e
r 2

,9
, b

u
t M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 

te
le

p
h
o
n
e
d
 th

e
 p

ro
b
a
tio

n
 o

ffice
r to

 sa
y sh

e
 co

u
ld

n
't m

a
ke

 it. (T
h
e
 

hearing had already been postponed once for the sam
e reason, and the 

W
a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt n

o
te

s th
a
t sh

e
 w

a
s a

p
p

a
re

n
tly a

fra
id

 th
a
t L

e
e
 m

ig
h
t 

b
e
 "re

ta
in

e
d
 in

 so
m

e
 so

rt o
f cu

sto
d
y" if h

e
 sh

o
w

e
d
 u

p
.) Ju

stice
 S

ich
e
r 

co
n
tin

u
e
d
 h

is p
a
ro

le
 a

n
d
 su

g
g
e
ste

d
 a

 re
fe

rra
l to

 th
e
 B

e
rksh

ire
 in

d
u
s-

tria
l F

a
rm

 o
r C

h
ild

re
n
's V

illa
g
e
. A

t a
b
o
u
t th

e
 sa

m
e
 tim

e
, M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 

w
e
n
t to

 ta
lk to

 sch
o
o
l a

u
th

o
ritie

s a
b
o
u
t L

e
e
, a

n
d
 su

b
se

q
u
e
n
tly h

is 

cla
ssro

o
m

 b
e
h
a
vio

r im
p
ro

ve
d
. 

O
n
 Ja

n
u
a
ry 4

, t9
5
4
, a

 re
p
re

se
n
ta

tive
 o

f th
e
 B

ig
 B

ro
th

e
rs o

rg
a
n
iza

-

tio
n
 ca

m
e
 to

 th
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 a
p
a
rtm

e
n
t to

 o
ffe

r its h
e
lp

. H
e
 re

p
o
rte

d
 th

a
t 

M
rs. O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s co

rd
ia

l b
u
t in

fo
rm

e
d
 h

im
 th

a
t L

e
e
 w

a
s d

o
in

g
 fin

e
, 

g
o
in

g
 to

 th
e
 Y

 e
ve

ry S
a
tu

rd
a
y, a

n
d
 n

e
e
d
e
d
 n

o
 fu

rth
e
r co

u
n
se

lin
g
. S

h
e
 

to
ld

 h
im

 sh
e
 w

a
s co

n
sid

e
rin

g
 re

tu
rn

in
g
 S

o
u
th

, a
n
d
 h

e
 re

m
in

d
e
d
 h

e
r 

sh
e
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 to
 g

e
t th

e
 co

u
rt's co

n
se

n
t b

e
fo

re
 le

a
vin

g
 its ju

risd
ic-

tio
n

. S
e

ve
ra

l d
a
ys la

te
r, M

a
rg

u
e

rite
 p

a
cke

d
 a

n
d

 le
ft w

ith
 h

e
r so

n
 fo

r 

N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s. 

3
... D

rop
p

in
g O

u
t, Join

in
g U

p
 

O
N

 a
rrivin

g
 in

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s th

a
t Ja

n
u
a
ry, M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 a
n
d
 1

4
-ye

a
r-

o
ld

 L
e
e
 m

o
v
e
d
 in

 w
ith

 h
e
r s

is
te

r, L
illia

n
, u

n
til th

e
y
 fo

u
n
d
 a

n
o
th

e
r 

p
la

ce
 to

 live
—

a
n
 a

p
a
rtm

e
n
t m

a
n
a
g
e
d
 b

y M
a
rg

u
e
rite

's o
ld

 frie
n
d
 M

yr-

tle
 E

va
n
s. T

o
 M

a
rg

u
e
rite

's w
a
y o

f th
in

kin
g
, b

rin
g
in

g
 L

e
e
 b

a
ck to

 th
e
 

S
o
u
th

 h
a
d
 a

ve
rte

d
 a

 tra
g
e
d
y. T

h
e
 a

n
g
e
r h

e
 h

a
d
 re

ve
a
le

d
 in

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk 

re
ce

d
e
d
 fro

m
 vie

w
. T

o
 h

is re
la

tive
s a

n
d
 E

va
n
s, O

sw
a
ld

 se
e
m

e
d
 q

u
ie

t 

a
n
d
 stu

d
io

u
s, o

fte
n
 g

o
in

g
 o

ff in
to

 h
is b

e
d
ro

o
m

 to
 re

a
d
 o

r liste
n
 to

 th
e
 

ra
d

io
. H

is co
u

sin
 M

a
rilyn

 M
u

rre
t, w

h
o

 w
a

s 2
5

, re
ca

lle
d

 se
e

in
g

 h
im

 

re
a
d
 e

n
cyclo

p
e
d
ia

s "like
 so

m
e
b
o
d
y e

lse
 w

o
u
ld

 re
a
d
 a

 n
o
ve

l." H
e
 

re
tu

rn
e
d
 to

 sch
o
o
l, a

n
d
 th

e
 d

iscip
lin

a
ry p

ro
b
le

m
s d

id
n
't re

a
p
p
e
a
r. 

B
u
t L

illia
n
 n

o
tice

d
 a

 stra
n
g
e
 a

lo
o
fn

e
ss. T

h
e
 M

u
rre

ts w
e
re

 C
a
th

o
lic, 

a
n
d
 o

n
 F

rid
a
ys h

e
 ca

m
e
 o

ve
r to

 h
a
ve

 se
a
fo

o
d
, w

h
ich

 h
e
 like

d
. T

h
e
n
 

o
n
 S

a
tu

rd
a
ys h

e ca
m

e
 b

a
ck, a

n
d
 M

rs. M
u
rre

t w
o
u
ld

 g
ive

 h
im

 m
o
n
e
y 

to
 re

n
t a

 b
ike

 e
ve

n
 th

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 co

u
ld

 h
a
ve

 b
o
rro

w
e
d
 o

n
e
 fro

m
 h

e
r 

ch
ild

re
n
. "M

y ch
ild

re
n
 h

a
d
 a

 b
ike

, b
u
t it se

e
m

e
d
 like

 h
e w

a
n
te

d
 to

 

g
o
 u

p
 in

 th
e
 p

a
rk ra

th
e
r th

a
n
 rid

e
 th

e
ir b

icycle
s, a

n
d
 so

m
e
tim

e
s I 

w
o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 to
 . . g

ive
 h

im
 m

o
re

 m
o
n
e
y so

 th
a
t h

e
 co

u
ld

 ke
e
p
 h

is 

b
ike

 a
n
o
th

e
r h

o
u
r." S

h
e
 b

o
u
g
h
t h

im
 so

m
e
 sch

o
o
l clo

th
e
s "so

 h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 

lo
o
k p

re
se

n
ta

b
le

 to
 g

o
 to

 sch
o
o
l, yo

u
 kn

o
w

, w
h
a
te

ve
r a

 b
o
y n

e
e
d
s, a

n
d
 

w
h
e
n
 w

e
 g

a
ve

 th
e
m

 to
 h

im
, h

e
 sa

id
, 'W

e
ll, w

h
y a

re
 yo

u
 a

ll d
o
in

g
 th

is 

fo
r m

e
?
' A

n
d
 w

e
 sa

id
, 'W

e
ll, L

e
e
, fo

r o
n
e
 th

in
g
, w

e
 lo

ve
 yo

u
, a

n
d
 

a
n
o
th

e
r th

in
g
 w

e
 w

a
n
t yo

u
 to

 lo
o

k n
ice

 w
h
e
n
 yo

u
 g

o
 to

 sch
o
o
l, like

 

th
e
 o

th
e
r ch

ild
re

n
.' " B

u
t h

e
 o

ffe
re

d
 n

o
 th

a
n
ks, a

n
d
 la

te
r o

n
 h

e
 to

ld
 

h
e
r, "I d

o
n
't n

e
e
d
 a

n
yth

in
g
 fro

m
 a

n
yb

o
d
y." A

n
o
th

e
r tim

e
 h

e to
ld

 h
e
r 

h
e
 d

id
n
't w

a
n
t to

 g
o
 to

 sch
o
o
l a

n
ym

o
re

 b
e
ca

u
se

 h
e
 a

lre
a
d
y kn

e
w

 

e
ve

ryth
in

g
 th

e
y h

a
d
 to

 te
a
ch

 h
im

. L
ike

 h
is m

o
th

e
r, L

illia
n
 th

o
u
g
h
t 
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D
ro

p
p

in
g

 O
a

t, J
o

in
in

g
 U

p
 ... 5

7
 

fro
n

t b
o

o
ks to

 g
e

t a
t th

e
 b

o
o

ks. 
I sta

ve
d

 to
 stu

d
y M

a
rxist e

co
n

o
m

ic theories. I could see the im
pover-

ish
m

e
n

t o
f th

e
 m

a
sse

s b
e

fo
re

 m
y o

w
n

 e
ye

s in
 m

y o
w

n
 m

o
th

e
r, a

n
d

 [ 
co

u
ld

 se
e
 th

e
 ca

p
ita

lists. I th
o
u
g
h
t 

th
e

 w
o

rke
r's life

 co
u

ld
 b

e
 b

e
tte

r. 
I co

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 in
d

o
ctrin

a
te

 m
yse

lf fo
r five

 ye
a

rs. M
y m

o
th

e
r kn

e
w

 I 
w

a
s re

a
d

in
g

 b
o

o
ks b

u
t sh

e
 d

id
n
't kn

o
w

 w
h
a
t th

e
y w

e
re

 a
b
o
u
t. 

(In
 fa

ct, M
a
rg

u
e
rite

 d
id

 kn
o
w

, b
u
t sa

id
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 h
im

 a
b
o
u
t it.) A

t 
this point O

sw
ald's only w

ork experience consisted of about ten S
atur-

days as a stock boy in a shoe store w
h
e
re

 h
is m

o
th

e
r w

o
rke

d
. 

In
 th

e
 fa

ll o
f 1

9
5

5
 L

e
e

 e
n

te
re

d
 lo

th
 g

ra
d

e
 a

t W
a

rre
n

 E
a

sto
n

 H
ig

h
 

S
ch

o
o

l, b
u

t d
ro

p
p

e
d

 o
u

t a
fte

r h
is b

irth
d

a
y a

 m
o

n
th

 la
te

r. H
e

 w
ro

te
 

a
 le

tte
r to

 sch
o
o
l a

u
th

o
ritie

s to
 w

h
ich

 h
e
 sig

n
e
d
 h

is m
o
th

e
r's n

a
m

e
: 

T
o
 w

h
o
m

 it m
a
y co

n
ce

rn
. 

B
ecause w

e are m
oving to S

an D
iego in the m

iddle of this m
onth Lee 

m
ust quit school now

. A
lso, please send by him

 any papers such as his 
b

irth
 ce

rtifica
te

 th
a

t yo
u

 m
a

y h
a

ve
. T

h
a

n
k yo

u
. S

incerely, 
M

rs. M
. O

sw
a

ld
 

A
s he often did, O

sw
ald had w

oven a part of the truth into a decep-
tio

n
. H

e
 w

a
s p

la
n

n
in

g
 to

 jo
in

 th
e

 M
a

rin
e

s a
n

d
 g

o
 to

 th
e

ir tra
in

in
g

 
center in S

an D
iego. S

ince he w
as just 16, M

arguerite signed a false 
a
ffid

a
vit sa

yin
g
 h

e
 w

a
s a

 ye
a
r o

ld
e
r. B

u
t th

e
 re

cru
itin

g
 o

ffice
r m

u
st 

have seen through the ruse, for O
sw

ald had to w
ait another year to 

g
e

t o
u

t o
n

 h
is o

w
n

. 

E
arly in 1956 O

sw
ald w

ent to w
ork for the P

fisterer D
ental Labora-

to
ry m

a
kin

g
 d

e
live

rie
s a

ro
u
n
d
 to

w
n
 w

ith
 a

n
 1

8
-ye

a
r-o

ld
 n

a
m

e
d
 

P
alm

er M
cB

ride. T
he tw

o young m
en shared an interest in classical 

m
u
sic a

n
d
 a

stro
n
o
m

y 
a

n
d

 
w

o
u
ld

 visit o
n
e
 a

n
o
th

e
r a

fte
r w

o
rk. 

M
cB

ride soon learned that Lee O
sw

ald "w
as very serious about the 

virtues of C
om

m
unism

, and discussed these virtues at every opportu-
nity." O

sw
ald's "central them

e seem
ed to be that the w

orkers in the 
w

o
rld

 w
o
u
ld

 o
n
e
 d

a
y rise

 u
p
 a

n
d
 th

ro
w

 o
ff th

e
ir ch

a
in

s." O
sw

a
ld

 
show

ed M
cB

ride the library copies of D
a
s K

a
p
u
a
l and the C

o
m

m
u

n
is

t 
M

a
n

ife
sto

 h
e
 ke

p
t in

 h
is ro

o
m

, a
n
d
 M

cB
rid

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t h

e
 "se

e
m

e
d
 

q
u

ite
 p

ro
u

d
 to

 h
a

ve
 th

e
m

." O
n

 a
n

o
th

e
r o

cca
sio

n
, a

fte
r th

e
y b

e
g

a
n

 
discussing P

resident E
isenhow

er. M
cB

ride recalled, "H
e then m

ade 
a statem

ent to the effect that he w
o
u
ld

 like
 to

 kill P
re

sid
e
n
t E

ise
n
-

how
er because he w

as exploiting the w
orking class." M

cB
ride added, 

5
6

 ... O
s

w
a

id
's

 G
a

m
e

 

—
M

a
rg

u
e

rite
 "d

id
n

't th
in

k sh
e

 n
e

e
d

e
d

 a
n

yb
o

d
y e

ith
e

r." 
S

om
etim

e after returning to N
ew

 O
rleans O

sw
ald w

as beaten up by 

	

1
 
	

a
 g

a
n
g
 o

f w
h
ite

 b
o
ys fo

r sittin
g
 in

 th
e
 b

la
ck se

ctio
n
 o

f a
 city b

u
s. 

M
a
rg

u
e
rite

 a
n
d
 L

illia
n
 a

ssu
m

e
d
 h

e
 m

u
st h

a
ve

 fo
rg

o
tte

n
 th

e
 b

u
se

s 

• 
w

ere segregated w
hile he w

as in N
ew

 Y
ork, and the W

arren R
eport 

sa
ys h

e
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly a
cte

d
 "o

u
t o

f ig
n

o
ra

n
ce

." B
u

t M
a

rilyn
 M

u
rre

t 
th

o
u

g
h

t it w
a

s p
o

ssib
le

 h
e

 h
a

d
 a

cte
d

 "d
e

fia
n

tly." ;7
..V

11,4T  
A

fte
r a

 fa
llin

g
-o

u
t w

ith
 M

yrtle
 E

va
n
s in

 th
e
 sp

rin
g
4
i9

5
5
, M

a
r-

guerite m
oved to an apartm

ent in the F
rench Q

uarter. T
here O

sw
ald 

spent tim
e playing pool and darts w

ith a junior high classm
ate nam

ed 
e  E

d
w

a
rd

 V
o
e
b
e
l, b

u
t m

a
d
e
 n

o
 o

th
e
r frie

n
d
s. In

 V
o
e
b
e
l's o

p
in

io
n
, 

r. 
"p

e
o

p
le

 ju
st d

id
n

't in
te

re
st h

im
 g

e
n

e
ra

lly" b
e

ca
u

se
 h

e
 w

a
s "livin

g
 in

 
h

is o
w

n
 w

o
rld

." 
O

ne day O
sw

ald shocked V
oebel by show

ing him
 a plastic gun and 

g
la

ss cu
tte

r a
n

d
 o

u
tlin

in
g

 a
 p

la
n

 to
 ste

a
l a

 p
isto

l fro
m

 a
 sto

re
 o

n
 

	

e._ 	
R

am
part S

treet. W
hen O

sw
ald w

ent to reconnoiter the store, V
oebel 

•;:a 	
ta

g
g
e
d
 a

lo
n
g
 a

n
d
 p

o
in

te
d
 o

u
t a

 b
u
rg

la
r a

la
rm

 w
ire

 ru
n
n
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

the shop's plate glass w
indow

. A
fterw

ard O
sw

ald said no m
ore about 

h
is id

e
a
. S

in
ce

 th
e
re

 h
a
d
 re

ce
n
tly b

e
e
n
 se

ve
ra

l je
w

e
l ro

b
b
e
rie

s o
n
 

C
anal S

treet in w
hich store w

indow
s w

ere cut, it occurred to V
oebel 

th
a

t L
e

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 "lo

o
k b

ig
 a

m
o

n
g

 th
e

 g
u

ys" b
y d

o
in

g
 so

 `th
in

g
 

sim
ila

r. U
.rk ,-.` 	

v;1'1 "'"`\--  64k 	
flili)

])
 

H
a
d
 h

e
 g

o
n
e
 a

h
e
a
d
 w

ith
 th

is sc h
e

m
e

, it w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 w

h
a

t 
p
o
lice

m
e
n
 ca

ll a
 co

p
yca

t crim
e
. V

o
e
b
e
l's te

stim
o
n
y th

u
s p

ro
vid

e
s a

 
re

ve
a

lin
g

 g
lim

p
se

 o
f yo

u
n

g
 O

sw
a

ld
's th

in
kin

g
. A

t a
g

e
 1

5
 o

n
e

 o
f h

is 
fa

n
ta

sie
s w

a
s to

 im
ita

te
 a

 d
a
rin

g
 crim

e
 d

e
scrib

e
d
 in

 th
e
 lo

ca
l p

re
ss. 

In
 Ju

n
e

 O
sw

a
ld

 fille
d

 o
u

t a
 p

e
rso

n
a

l h
isto

ry fo
rm

 a
t sch

o
o

l, listin
g

 
h
is p

la
n

s a
fte

r h
ig

h
 sch

o
o

l a
s "m

ilita
ry se

rvice
" a

n
d

 "u
n

d
e

cid
e

d
." 

T
h
a
t su

m
m

e
r h

e
 jo

in
e
d
 th

e
 C

ivil A
ir P

a
tro

l a
n
d
 a

tte
n
d
e
d
 se

ve
ra

l 
m

eetings  a
t w

hich one of the leaders w
as an eccentric pilot. nam

ed 

... (.'D
a
viif F

a
m

e
. F

e
m

e
 w

ould becom
e a central figure in m

any conspir- 

k
rfh

t.o
rte

s
: 

It w
a

s d
u

rin
g

 th
is p

e
rio

d
, w

h
e

n
 O

sw
a

ld
 w

a
s e

vid
e

n
tly lo

o
kin

g
 fo

r 
excitem

ent, that he began to think of him
self as a M

arxist. In M
oscow

 
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 te

ll A
lin

e
 M

o
sb

y: 

T
h
e
n
 w

e
 m

o
ve

d
 to

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s a

n
d
 I d

isco
ve

re
d
 o

n
e
 b

o
o
k in

 th
e
 

lib
ra

ry. "D
a
s K

a
p
ita

l." It w
a
s w

h
a
t I'd

 b
e
e
n
 lo

o
kin

g
 fo

r. 
It w

a
s like

 a
 ve

ry re
lig

io
u
s m

a
n
 o

p
e
n
in

g
 th

e
 B

ib
le

 fo
r th

e
 first tim

e
. 

I re
a
d
 th

e
 "M

a
n
ife

sto
." It g

o
t m

e
 in

te
re

ste
d
. I fo

u
n
d
 so

m
e
 d

u
sty b

a
ck 

sh
e

lve
s in

 th
e

 N
e

w
 O

rle
a

n
s lib

ra
ry, yo

u
 kn

o
w

. I h
a

d
 to

 re
m

o
ve

 so
m

e
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clandestine and subversive nature of P
arty w

ork. T
his kind of life- 

-
 	

being an outsider and secretly fighting the authorities—
w

ould likely 
have appealed to him

. 
-
-
 	

T
he patterns laid dow

n during adolescence shaped O
sw

ald's later 
j. 	

behavior. E
vidently, he had already begun to identify m

ore closely 
w

ith the political w
orld than w

ith his im
m

ediate environm
ent. O

ne 
-..-a.. m

ight w
onder w

hy this should be so. P
sychiatrist and author E

dw
in 

..--- W
einstein believes that m

any potential assassins take up a political 
• ••-=

. cause to give them
selves a sense of identity. S

everal other A
m

erican 
--as-; assassins have identified strongly w

ith a political group—
John W

ilkes 
*

 .,. 
y B

ooth w
ith the C

onfederacy, S
irhan S

irhan w
ith the P

alestinians, and 
L...' '.' so on. T

his identification m
ay take the place of close relationships 

le..-0 w
ith relatives and friends—

in effect, the cause becom
es the assassin's 

--4..‘ *<-3-  fam
ily or "pseudo-com

m
unity." M

ore im
portant, how

ever, the typi-
cal  assassin often has a grandiose self-im

age that allow
s him

 to see 

:. 
'‘-,-a-a'141

' im
self as a p

lay
er o

n
 th

e w
o
rld

 p
o
litical stag

e. F
o
r m

o
st p

eo
p
le, 

P
resident E

isenhow
er w

as a rem
ote figure som

ew
here above them

; 
4-'-' O

sw
ald projected him

self onto E
isenhow

er's level, as som
eone w

ho 
.-3'
..,-  .1

 w
an

ted
 to

 p
u

n
ish

 w
h

at he saw
 as an abuse of pow

er. 

-• 
 1
 

44., 	
A

nd yet, classifying O
sw

ald as a typical assassin doesn't go very far 
Qc

.3 light on his character, or at least one side of it. T
he episode V

oebel
, tow

ard explaining him
. T

here is another m
odel that m

ay throw
 m

ore 

recounted about the pistol foreshadow
ed the fact that O

sw
ald ended 

his life as som
eone accused of com

m
itting tw

o m
urders w

ith firearm
s. 

In 1978 there w
as a brief stir in the press about a three-volum

e w
ork 

entitled T
h

e C
rim

in
al P

erson
ality by psychiatrist S

am
uel Y

ochelson 
and his associate, psychologist S

tanton S
am

enow
. T

he w
ork w

as the 
result of a study Y

ochelson had instituted at S
t. E

lizabeth's H
ospital 

in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
, D

.C
., a fed

eral p
sy

ch
iatric h

o
sp

ital w
h

ere felo
n

s 
judged to be crim

inally insane are treated. (John H
inckley, R

eagan's 
attacker, is now

 confined there.) Y
ochelson and S

am
enow

 exam
ined 

z5o young m
en w

ho w
ere habitual felons, having them

 record their 
thoughts daily on tape and interview

ing both the inm
ates and their 

relatives. T
h

e C
rim

in
al P

erson
ality presents their provocative conclu-

sions, w
hich I'll attem

pt to sum
m

arize. 
Y

ochelson and S
am

enow
 contend that all habitual crim

inals, of 
w

hatever category, share m
any specific character traits from

 early 
childhood. In their view

, the typical felon is unusually self-centered 
and secretive. A

t an early age the crim
inal-to-be "w

raps him
self in a 

m
antle of secrecy," as S

am
enow

 puts it, and "sees him
self as unique." 

H
e conceals his ideas and activities from

 his fam
ily because he doesn't 

T
his  statem

ent w
as not m

ade in jest. 
In A

pril 1956 S
enator Jam

es E
astland of M

ississippi held lengthy 
subcom

m
ittee hearings in N

ew
 O

rleans to investigate alleged C
om

-
m

unist activity in the area. T
he hearings w

ere covered by the local 
press, especially after a defense attorney w

as ejected from
 one of the 

sessions. E
astland told a television interview

er that there w
ere, or had 

been, C
om

m
unist cells in L

ouisiana. 
It w

as apparently about this tim
e that M

cB
ride and O

sw
ald got to 

know
 W

illiam
 W

ulf, a history m
ajor and president of an astronom

y 
club they w

ere interested in joining. D
uring a visit to W

ulfs hom
e 

O
sw

ald, w
ho had been looking at som

e of the books in W
ulfs library, 

started
 talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t co

m
m

u
n
ism

. M
cB

rid
e recalled

 th
at O

sw
ald

 
began telling W

ulf "about the glories of the W
orker's S

tate and saying 
that the U

nited S
tates G

overnm
ent w

as not telling the truth about 
S

oviet R
ussia." A

s W
ulf rem

em
bered it, O

sw
ald 

started
 ex

p
o
u
n
d
in

g
 th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist d

o
ctrin

e an
d
 say

in
g
 th

at h
e w

as 
highly interested in com

m
unism

, that com
m

unism
 w

as the only w
ay of 

life for the w
orker, et cetera, and then cam

e out w
ith a statem

ent that 

he w
as looking for a C

om
m

unist cell in tow
n to join but he couldn't find 

any H
e w

as a little dism
ayed at this, and said that he couldn't find [one] 

th
at w

o
u

ld
 sh

o
w

 an
y

 in
terest in

 h
im

 as a C
o

m
m

u
n

ist. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 W
ulf, O

sw
ald "w

as actually m
ilitant on the idea, and 

I can
 rep

eat th
at h

e ex
p
ressed

 h
is b

elief th
at h

e co
u
ld

 b
e a g

o
o
d
 

C
om

m
unist, he could help the C

om
m

unist P
arty out, if he could find 

th
e . . . P

arty
 [an

d
] jo

in
 it." A

t th
is p

o
in

t, 

w
e w

ere k
in

d
 o

f arg
u

in
g

 b
ack

 an
d

 fo
rth

 ab
o

u
t th

e situ
atio

n
, an

d
 m

y
 

father cam
e in the room

, heard w
hat w

e w
ere arguing on com

m
unism

, 
[saw

] that this boy w
as loudm

outhed, boisterous, and asked him
 to leave 

. . . an
d
 th

at is th
e last I h

av
e seen

 o
r sp

o
k
en

 w
ith

 O
sw

ald
. 

W
ulf concluded that O

sw
ald w

as "looking for som
ething to belong 

to
." 
O

n another occasion O
sw

ald had tried to talk M
cB

ride into joining 
th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist p

arty
 w

ith
 h

im
.' A

t a tim
e w

h
en

 m
o
st ad

o
lescen

t 
m

ales w
ere thinking about cars and girls, O

sw
ald's fantasy life in-

volved a pistol and an unrequited rom
ance w

ith the C
om

m
unist party. 

A
s a ch

ild
, o

n
e o

f h
is fav

o
rite T

V
 sh

o
w

s h
ad

 b
een

 "I L
ed

 T
h

ree 
L

ives." an anti-C
om

m
unist program

 that stressed the supposedly 
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w
a
n
t to

 b
e
 in

te
rfe

re
d
 w

ith
. H

e
 is ch

ro
n
ica

l y re
stle

ss, d
issa

tisfie
d
, a

n
d
 IA

 

a
n
g
ry

. H
e
 o

fte
n
 g

e
ts

 in
to

 tro
u
b
le

 fo
r s

c
h
o
o
l tru

a
n
c
y
. V

io
la

tio
n
 

b
e
co

m
e
s a

 m
e
a
n
s o

f g
e
ttin

g
 e

xcite
m

e
n
t: n

o
rm

a
l life

 se
e
m

s b
o
rin

g
. 

L
iste

n
in

g
 to

 th
e
 ta

p
e
s, th

e
 a

u
th

o
rs d

isco
ve

re
d
 th

a
t th

e
ir su

b
je

cts sp
e
n
t 

a
 g

o
o
d
 d

e
a
l o

f tim
e
 fa

n
ta

sizin
g
 a

b
o
u
t p

o
te

n
tia

l crim
e
s th

e
y w

o
u
ld

 	
)
1 ?",i 

n
e
ve

r co
m

m
it—

m
e
re

ly th
in

kin
g
 a

b
o
u
t a

 crim
e
 w

a
s itse

lf e
xcitin

g
.  

W
h
a
te

ve
r crim

e
s th

e
y d

id
 co

m
m

it, Y
o
ch

e
lso

n
 a

n
d
 S

a
m

e
n
o
w

's su
b
-

je
cts sa

w
 th

e
m

se
lve

s a
s g

o
o
d
, d

e
ce

n
t p

e
o
p
le

. A
n
 in

m
a
te

 w
o
u
ld

 u
su

a
lly 

ju
stify h

is b
e
h
a
vio

r b
y d

e
scrib

in
g
 h

im
se

lf a
s a

 victim
 o

f h
is e

n
viro

n
-

m
e
n
t. H

e
 se

e
s h

im
se

lf a
s su

p
e
rio

r to
 o

th
e
rs, ca

p
a
b
le

 o
f g

re
a
t th

in
g
s. 

H
e
 w

a
n
ts

 to
 b

e
 N

u
m

b
e
r O

n
e
, to

 c
o
m

e
 o

u
t o

n
 to

p
, b

u
t h

e
 e

x
p
e
c
ts

 	
- 

in
sta

n
t su

cce
ss a

n
d
 co

n
sid

e
rs sch

o
o
lw

o
rk a

n
d
 m

o
st jo

b
s b

e
n
e
a
th

 h
im

. 

If h
e
 jo

in
s a

 sp
o
rts te

a
m

, h
e
 w

a
n
ts to

 b
e
 th

e
 ca

p
ta

in
 a

n
d
 ru

n
 th

e
 sh

o
w

. 

(T
h
e
 a

u
th

o
rs d

e
scrib

e
 a

 p
riso

n
 fo

o
tb

a
ll te

a
m

 a
s co

n
sistin

g
 o

f e
le

ve
n
 

q
u
a
rte

rb
a
cks.) 

H
ig

h
ly m

a
n
ip

u
la

tive
, th

e
 crim

in
a
l d

e
scrib

e
d
 h

e
re

 se
e
s o

th
e
r p

e
o
p
le

 

a
s p

a
w

n
s. E

ve
n
 a

s a
 ch

ild
, h

e
 re

je
cts clo

se
 p

e
rso

n
a
l re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
s. H

e
 

is b
a
sica

lly a
 lo

n
e
r, b

e
ca

u
se

 h
is vie

w
 o

f re
a
lity is to

ta
lly e

g
o
ce

n
tric. 

H
e
 fe

e
ls h

e
 o

w
n
s th

e
 w

o
rld

. T
h
e
 w

o
rld

 m
u
st co

n
fo

rm
 to

 h
is d

e
m

a
n
d
s, 

n
o
t th

e
 o

th
e
r w

a
y a

ro
u
n
d
. L

yin
g
 co

m
e
s a

s n
a
tu

ra
lly a

s b
re

a
th

in
g
. "If 

h
e
 g

o
e
s
 to

 a
 g

ro
c
e
ry

 s
to

re
," s

a
y
s
 S

a
m

e
n
o
w

, "h
e
 w

ill s
a
y
 it's

 th
e
 

S
a
fe

w
a
y e

ve
n
 if h

e
 in

te
n
d
s to

 g
o
 to

 G
ra

n
d
 U

n
io

n
." H

e
 fe

e
ls h

e
 is rig

h
t, 

a
n
d
 o

th
e
rs m

u
st se

e
 th

in
g
s o

n
 h

is te
rm

s. A
s o

n
e
 in

m
a
te

 w
ryly p

u
t it, 

p
a
ra

p
h
ra

sin
g
 D

e
sca

rte
s, "I th

in
k; th

e
re

fo
re

, it is." 

W
h
e
n
 h

e
ld

 a
c
c
o
u
n
ta

b
le

, "th
e
 c

rim
in

a
l b

e
lie

v
e
s
 h

e
 h

a
s
 b

e
e
n
 

w
ro

n
g
e
d
, th

a
t h

e
 h

a
s p

e
e
n
 o

b
stru

cte
d
 in

 th
e
 e

xe
rcisq

 o
f h

is rig
h
ts a

id
 

p
rivile

g
e
s." 	
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A
lthough he has broken the law

, the law
 now

 m
ust be inviolate w

hen 

invoked in his behalf. T
he breaker of law

s becom
es a constitutionalist. 

T
here is no inconsistency 

in
 th

is, fro
m

 th
e
 crim

in
a
l's vie

w
p
o
in

t. In
 

breaking the law
, he exercised the freedom

 to do as he w
anted. H

e w
ill 

now
 use the law

 to achieve the sam
e freedom

. w
hich is being denied him

 

(em
phasis in the original]. 

A
ssu

m
in

g
 th

a
t th

is u
n
fla

tte
rin

g
 p

o
rtra

it is a
ccu

ra
te

, h
o
w

 d
id

 th
e
 S

t. 

E
liza

b
e
th

s in
m

a
te

s g
e
t th

is w
a
y?

 Y
o
ch

e
lso

n
 a

n
d
 S

a
m

e
n
o
w

 co
u
ld

 fin
d
 

n
o
 ca

u
se

. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e
y h

a
d
 e

xp
e
cte

d
 to

 fin
d
 th

e
 ro

o
t ca

u
se

 in
 fa

m
ily 

o
r so

cia
l in

flu
e
n
ce

s, th
e
y d

isco
ve

re
d
 th

a
t th

e
ir su

b
je

cts ca
m

e
 fro

m
 a

ll 

kin
d
s o

f b
a
ckg

ro
u
n
d
s a

n
d
, in

 m
a
n
y ca

se
s, h

a
d
 sib

lin
g
s w

h
o
 w

e
re

 

"stra
ig

h
t." T

h
e
se

 a
u
th

o
rs co

n
clu

d
e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 crim

in
a
l fre

e
ly ch

o
o
se

s 

tiJ4K
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h
is w

a
y o

f life
 in

 h
is u

n
e
n
d
in

g
 q

u
e
st fo

r p
o
w

e
r, co

n
tro

l, a
n
d
 e

xcite
-

' e
n
t. T

h
e
y n

o
te

d
 th

a
t so

m
e
 p

e
o
p
le

 w
ith

 th
is typ

e
 o

f p
e
rso

n
a
lity w

e
re

 

a
ttra

c
te

d
to

 ra
d
ic

a
l p

o
litic

a
l m

o
v
e
m

e
n
ts

 o
f th

e
 le

ft o
r th

e
 rig

h
t—

in
 

.;•,,-
-1

 th
e
ir vie

w
, fo

r th
e
 sa

m
e
 re

a
so

n
s th

e
y w

e
re

 d
ra

w
n
 to

 crim
e
. "A

lth
o
u
g
h
 

- ...-7.--- 
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h
e
 m

a
y fo

rce
fu

lly p
re

se
n
t h

im
se

lf a
s a

 sp
o
ke

sm
a
n
 fo

r th
e
 o

p
p
re

sse
d
, 

he is using his cause as a vehicle for self-aggrandizem
ent—

 . F
or those 

--› 
w

h
o
 ta

ke
 d

ire
ct a

ctio
n
, th

e
 e

xcite
m

e
n
t o

f th
e
 e

ve
n
t o

u
tw

e
ig

h
s th

e
 

m
e
rit o

f th
e
 ca

u
se

." 
fc ..1

 T
h
e
 S

t. E
liz

a
b
e
th

s
 s

tu
d
y
 is

 h
ig

h
ly

 c
o
n
tro

v
e
rs

ia
l a

n
d
 its

 fin
d
in

g
s
 

h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 re

je
cte

d
 b

y m
a
n
y crim

in
o
lo

g
ists. O

n
e
 su

sp
e
cts th

e
re

 is 

1
 
	

so
m

e
th

in
g
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 "fre

e
 ch

o
ice

" in
vo

lve
d
 in

 th
e
 crim

in
a
l life

style
. 

B
u
t th

e
 p

e
rso

n
a
lity p

ro
file

 o
u
tlin

e
d
 a

b
o
ve

 a
p
p
e
a
rs to

 d
e
scrib

e
 L

e
e
 

O
sw

a
ld

 re
m

a
rka

b
ly w

e
ll. F

o
r o

n
e
 th

in
g
, th

is m
o
d
e
l a

t le
a
st p

ro
vid

e
s 

a
 fra

m
e
w

o
rk fo

r lo
o
kin

g
 a

g
a
in

 a
t O

sw
a
ld

's b
re

a
th

ta
kin

g
 a

rro
g
a
n
ce

—

fo
r in

sta
n
ce

, th
e
 m

a
n
n
e
r in

 w
h
ich

 he th
re

a
te

n
e
d
 to

 g
ive

 a
w

a
y m

ilita
ry 

se
cre

ts a
t th

e
 U

.S
. E

m
b
a
ssy a

n
d
 th

e
n
 lo

u
d
ly co

m
p
la

in
e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 

e
m

b
a
ssy h

a
d
 a

cte
d
 ille

g
a
lly in

 re
fu

sin
g
 to

 le
t h

im
 sig

n
 a

w
a
y h

is citize
n
-

sh
ip

. O
sw

a
ld

 e
xp

e
cte

d
 h

is a
d
ve

rsa
rie

s to
 a

b
id

e
 b

y th
e
 le

tte
r o

f th
e
 la

w
, 

w
h
e
re

a
s h

e
 d

id
 a

s h
e
 p

le
a
se

d
. 

H
o
w

e
ve

r, d
e
sp

ite
 th

e
 fo

re
g
o
in

g
 a

n
a
lysis, it a

u
g
h
t to

 b
e
 re

m
e
m

b
e
re

d
 

th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s a

n
 in

d
ivid

u
a
l, n

o
t a

 typ
e
. T

h
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t h

is life
, n

o
n
e
 

o
f h

is a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce

s sa
w

 h
im

 a
s d

a
n
g
e
ro

u
s o

r a
s a

 crim
in

a
l. F

o
r th

e
 • 

m
o
st p

a
rt, h

is te
e
n
a
g
e
 ye

a
rs w

e
re

 m
u
n
d
a
n
e
—

h
e
 o

fte
n
 ro

d
e
 a

 b
ike

 in
 

th
e
 p

a
rk

 o
r w

e
n
t to

 m
u
s
e
u
m

s
. E

v
e
n
 M

c
B

rid
e
 re

m
a
in

e
d
 frie

n
d
ly

, 

d
e
sp

ite
 L

e
e
's h

a
n
g
u
p
 o

n
 M

a
rxism

. T
h
e
 cu

m
u
la

tive
 d

e
ta

ils o
f h

is life
 

re
ve

a
l m

o
re

 a
b
o
u
t h

im
 th

a
n
 a

n
y ca

te
g
o
ry w

e
 m

ig
h
t u

se
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 h
im

. 

In
 Ju

ly t9
5
6
 M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 to
o
k L

ee to
 live

 in
 F

o
rt W

o
rth

 w
ith

 R
o
b
e
rt, 

w
h
o
 h

a
d
 ju

st g
o
tte

n
 o

u
t o

f th
e
 M

a
rin

e
s. T

h
a
t fa

ll h
e
 e

n
te

re
d
 th

e
 to

th
 

g
ra

d
e
 fo

r th
e
 se

co
n
d
 tim

e
, a

n
d
 a

 cla
ssm

a
te

 re
ca

lle
d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 trie
d
 

to
 g

e
t h

im
 in

te
re

s
te

d
 in

 M
a
rx

is
m

, to
o
. O

s
w

a
ld

 w
e
n
t o

u
t fo

r th
e
 B

 

fo
o
tb

a
ll te

a
m

, b
u
t w

a
s kicke

d
 o

ff th
e
 sq

u
a
d
 fo

r re
fu

sin
g
 to

 ru
n
 la

p
s 

w
ith

 th
e
 o

th
e
r p

la
ye

rs. (R
o
b
e
rt la

te
r co

m
m

e
n
te

d
, "H

e
 u

su
a
lly w

a
n
te

d
 

to
 b

e
 'th

e
 b

o
ss' o

r n
o
t p

la
y a

t a
ll. H

e
 w

a
s like

 M
o
th

e
r in

 th
is re

sp
e
ct.") 

S
o
o
n
 h

e
 d

ro
p
p
e
d
 o

u
t o

f sch
o
o
l a

g
a
in

. 

'O
n
 O

cto
b
e
r 3

, 1
9
5
6
, yo

u
n
g
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
ro

te
 th

e
 S

o
cia

list P
a
rty o

f 

A
m

e
rica

: 

' 	
D

ear S
irs; 

I am
 sixteen years of age and w

ould like m
ore inform

ation about your 

youth Lea; I w
ould like to know

 if there is a branch in m
y area, hqw
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6
2
 ... O

sw
a
ld

's G
a
m

e 

to join. etc. I am
 a M

arxist, and have been studying socialist principles 
for w

ell over fifteen m
onths. I am

 very interested in your Y
.P

.S
.L.' 

L
a
te

r th
a
t m

o
n
th

, a
fte

r h
is se

ve
n
te

e
n
th

 b
irth

d
a
y, h

e
 e

n
liste

d
 in

 th
e
 

M
arines. 

co
 	

v,k4i,iitiq 	
c  Lirto

v
rti 

A
l
l
 f

a
4
 	

a
' 11141,1,  

i
L
 	

1,111.1,q 	
itt 	

4'1164;41  
lA

tii ,r-A 	
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C
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 la
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1
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t
t
y
i
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k
_
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4
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ttim
o
 tkAtiN

 tu
, L{1, ru

h
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"
1
 ( )1,1-  L

itz
 

a 
1tttA,61i1\) 	

(11' 

4... T
h

e M
arxist M

arin
e 

r\i\i\j41Th 	
A

tk._cyk., 	
1,4A,A,L rr. 	

A
e
d
A

irv
A

tt 4.$_‘ 

4",
  i 	

O
n
 a

p
titu

d
e
 te

sts d
u
rin

g
 b

a
sic tra

in
in

g
 O

sw
a
ld

 sco
re

d
 sig

n
ifica

n
tly ‘- 	

tsi.,4, 
to  

above the C
orps average in reading and vocabulary, and significantly \44•4\ik  , k

o
 , \ , 

,. ("b
e
lo

w
 in

 a
rith

m
e
tic a

n
d
 p

a
tte

rn
 a

n
a
lysis. In

 a
 six-w

e
e
k co

u
rse

 o
n
 ..i.t.t/ 4

1
1-A

I, 
.1,7 

/ k a
via

tio
n
 fu

n
d
a
m

e
n
ta

ls, h
e
 fin

ish
e
d
 fo

rty-sixth
 in

 a
 cla

ss o
f fifty-fo

u
r. ,,,,i

, ,"\i,
 

As u
su

a
l, h

e
 ke

p
t to

 h
im

se
lf, d

o
in

g
 a

 lo
t o

f se
rio

u
s re

a
d
in

g
. D

u
rin

g
 4.1'N

l, \ 
\ co

m
b
a
t tra

in
in

g
 in

 e
a
rly 1

9
5
7
 O

sw
a
ld

 sh
a
re

d
 a

 te
n
t w

ith
 A

lle
n
 R

. ',/\ 
F

eld
e, w

h
o

 recalled
 th

at O
sw

ald
 co

n
stan

tly talked
 ab

o
u

t p
o

litics. H
il) 

\.,.-. said that O
sw

ald espoused "the cause of the w
orking-m

an" and be- J 
lieved the A

m
erican intervention in K

orea had resulted in one m
illion 

\ek.„  needless deaths for w
hich he held P

residents Trum
an and E

isenhow
er 

/resp
o

n
sib

le. 
‘,., L

A
fle

r b
e
in

g
 tra

in
e
d

 as a
 ra

d
a
r co

n
tro

lle
r, O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s sh

ip
p
e
d
i 
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A
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4 1-1,61 ,4-..i J._ 1,,,A•id
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S
O

N
IE

 critics of the W
arren R

eport have found it strange indeed that 
an avow

ed M
arxist should w

ant to join the U
.S

. M
arine C

orps. R
ob-

ert thought his brother saw
 "an escape from

 the drabness of school, 
a chance to lead his ow

n life, and an opportunity to im
press the w

orld. 
. .. T

o
 h

im
, m

ilita
ry se

rvice
 m

e
a
n
t fre

e
d
o
m

." Jo
h
n
 P

ic w
a
s b

lu
n
te

r. 
H

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t h

is h
a
lf-b

ro
th

e
r jo

in
e
d
 u

p
 la

rg
e
ly to

 g
e
t o

u
t fro

m
 u

n
d
e
r 

"the yoke of oppression from
 m

y m
other." O

sw
ald him

self once said 
that he enlisted not because he w

as a patriot but because he w
anted 

"to
 g

e
t a

w
a

y fro
m

 th
e

 d
ru

d
g

e
ry" a

n
d

 se
e

 th
e

 w
o

rld
. 

W
hatever his reasons for enlisting, O

sw
ald's career in the M

arines 
w

o
u
ld

 sh
o
w

 a
d
e
ve

lo
p
m

e
n
t_

o
f th

e
 sa

m
e
 p

a
tte

rn
 o

f b
e
h
a
vio

r w
e've 

already seers f' 
	

w
ith au

th
o

rity,' a g
o

o
d

 d
eal o

f secretive 
schem

ing, and dram
atic incidents in w

hich he tried to m
anipulate or 	

■(-!, 
outw

it the system
. 
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sw

ald ' s G
an

n
 

overseas to Japan in Septem
ber. A

t the A
tsu g i base tw

enty m
iles w

est 

of T
okyo he be g an w

ork in the radar room
, w

here he often plotted 
the course of A

m
erica's U

-a planes. T
he U

-x w
as an extrem

ely li g ht 

j et that could achieve altitudes close to loo,000 feet. U
-as w

ere then 
operatin g  at A

m
erican bases in E

urope and the F
ar E

ast, ostensibly 
--ss • • 

to collect w
eather inform

ation. T
heir principal purpose, how

ever, w
as 

to g ather m
ilitary intelli g ence. L

one U
.,25 be g an "strayin g " over C

orn- 

, 
.,;."

•
 
	

1 m
unist territory in 1 95 6—

at the touch of a button seven cam
eras, 

▪
 71'7 m

ounted under the plane, took continuous, hi g h-resolution pictures 
-
 

of the g round below
. T

hey w
ere doin g  the w

ork eventually taken over 
.--taaar —

 by spy satellites. S
everal of O

sw
ald's co-w

orkers later rem
em

bered 

Li --)  4 ,7
, seein g  these stran

g e-looking g lider-like planes take off and land. In 

ar 
‘3' their briefin

g s, O
sw

ald and the other m
en w

ere told that the U
-a w

as 

• 
a top-secret reconnaissance project w

hich they w
ere not to discuss 

w
ith anyone outside their unit. 

- „
et{  O

sw
ald seem

ed to take pride in his w
ork and w

ould bristle w
hen-

ever a youn g  officer tried to second- g uess or correct him
. B

ein g  resent-

,1
.1

I fu
l o

f au
th

o
rity

 w
a s alm

ost second nature am
on g  the enlisted m

en, but 

	

4 	
D

aniel Patrick Pow
ers, w

ho had been w
ith O

sw
ald since their techni- 

- 
3

 r
 

cal trainin
g , thou g ht O

sw
ald w

asn't resentful of authority per se: "he 

	

4
 	

w
as resentful of the position of authority that he could not corn- 

__ 	
m

and." 
O

sw
ald be g an gatherin

g  w
ith his fellow

 M
arines in som

e of the 

A
'A

  cheap bars near the base and apparently had his first sexual experience 
w

ith a Japanese bar g irl. T
hen he started datin

g  a beautiful youn
g  

.4..„s2
.7

- aapanese w
om

an w
ho w

as a hostess-at a T
okyo bar. W

hen the tim
e 

=
approached for his unit to be shipped'out to the Philippines in N

ovem
- 

• 
ber 1 957 , O

sw
ald g razed his left arm

 w
ith a .22 caliber bullet from

 a 

derrin g er he had kept in his locker. A
 barracks-m

ate, G
eor g e W

ilk-

ens, 
ens heard the shot and rushed in to find O

sw
ald sittin g q

uietly on a 

bunk holdin g  the g un. W
ilkens had seen the g un a few

 w
eeks before 

w
hen O

sw
ald show

ed it to him
 and said he had bought it from

 a 

▪
 

s
 

	

	
m

ail-order com
pany in the U

nited States. O
thers rushed in, and W

ilk- 
s--ens left. 

• 
"
 	

A
t the hospital O

sw
ald claim

ed his m
inor w

ound had been caused 

▪
 

accidentally w
hen he dropped his g overnm

ent-issue .4 5 . B
ut the .a2 

bullet w
as found, and the incident w

as reported as a breach of regula- 
 

• lions concernin g  private firearm
s. T

he scuttlebutt afterw
ard w

as that 
O

sw
ald had deliberately shut him

self to avoid leavin g  Japan to go on 

- 
m

aneuvers. If that w
as his plan, it failed—

he w
as shipped out to the 

P
hilippines five days after he w

as released from
 the hospital. 
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A
fter his unit returned in the sprin

g  of 1958, O
sw

ald w
as court-

m
artialed 

for possessing  an
 unauthorized w

eapon. H
e w

as fined sso 
and sentenced to tw

enty days at hard labor, but the confinem
ent w

as 
suspended for six m

onths. T
w

o m
onths later, how

ever, he w
as court-

m
artialed again. T

his tim
e he w

as charged w
ith attem

ptin
g  to provoke 

a fight w
ith S

ergeant M
iguel R

odriguez at the B
luebird C

afe 
in

 
Y

am
ato, and for assaulting  R

odriguez by pourin
g  a drink on him

. 
(O

sw
ald evidently bore a grudge because the sergeant had kept him

 
on m

ess duty.) A
fter electing  to serve as his ow

n defense counsel, 
O

sw
ald cross-exam

ined R
odriguez and persuaded the court he w

as 
drunk that night and had spilled the drink by accident, (Y

ears later, 
R

odriguez w
ould still insist O

sw
ald had been sober and knew

 exactly 
w

hat he w
as doing.) B

ut despite this m
inor victory, O

sw
ald w

as found 
guilty of using  "provokin

g  w
ords" and sentenced to the brig. H

e 
served eighteen days in a 	

p
rison. 

g  
m

ilitary rison. 
H

is fellow
 M

arines noticed a chan
ge in O

sw
ald w

hen he got out. 
H

e seem
ed bitter and m

ore w
ithdraw

n than he had been before. O
ne 

m
an rem

em
bered O

sw
ald telling  him

, "I've seen enough of a dem
o-

cratic society here.. .. W
hen I get out I'm

 going  to try som
ething  

else." O
sw

ald w
ould later  c 	

th
at  h

e 
.claim

 tha 	
m

et  a few
 C

om
m

unists  in 
Japan w

ho got him
 interested in going  to the Soviet U

nion to see w
hat 

a socialist country w
as like. T

here m
ay be som

e truth in this—
it 

w
ould have been in character for him

 to try to m
ake contact w

ith a 
C

om
m

unist group, as he had in N
ew

 O
rleans. T

he court-m
artial m

ay 
have helped m

ake up his m
ind. In any case, it w

as during  this period 
that O

sw
ald began studying  the R

ussian lan
guage. 

In Septem
ber 1958, a m

onth later, the C
hinese began shelling  the 

offshore islands of Q
uem

oy and M
atsu, w

hich w
ere controlled by the 

11,41 
N

ationalist governm
ent on F

orm
osa (now

 T
aiw

an), and O
sw

ald's 
unit w

as sent to F
orm

osa to set up a radar base. S
hortly after they 

nevn 

arrived, O
sw

ald w
as on guard duty one nigh

t w
h
en

 th
e o

fficer in 
charge heard four or five shots at O

sw
ald's position. R

unning  o
v

e
r, 4

1
4

 
he found O

sw
ald "shakin

g  and cryin
g." O

sw
ald told him

 he w
as 

seeing things and that he couldn't stand bein
g  on guard duty. A

fter . 
R

hodes reported w
hat had happened, O

sw
ald w

as sent back to Japan  
on a m

ilitary plane. R
hode, believed O

sw
ald w

as fakin
g. H

e told 
E

dw
ard.Jay E

pstein, "O
sw

ald liked Japan and w
anted to stay.. .. I 

 
know

 he didn't w
ant to go to F

orm
osa, and think he fired o

ff h
is \.i ,s-`9

, 
gun to get out of there.... T

here w
as nothin

g  dum
b about O

sw
ald." 

:Nall' 
\\I• 

ra'tz 
A

t the end of his overseas duty in N
ovem

ber 1958 O
sw

ald w
as 

t 	
4

"
.  

V
 lti 1

.0
 



'P
 A

.46tJ 6 -14,1,..i j 
At'AI sot r  Am

n-"! 	
4111"-,- 

'0 —
1-  ocrec 4ck. F 

_S 	
1;, 	

eh, kko l) 	
I hi' eu4 	

. 

6
6
 ... O

prald's G
am

e 
)...A•■••W

vtA
li 1:4

4 ".W
C{, 

transferred to the E
l T

oro base in S
anta A

na, C
alifornia. H

e becam
e 

p
a
rt o

f a
 ra

d
a
r cre

w
 w

ith
 a

b
o
u
t se

ve
n
 o

th
e
r e

n
liste

d
 m

e
n
 a

n
d
 th

re
e
 

officers. O
ne of the officers, Lieutenant John E

. D
onovan, w

as a recent 

graduate of the F
oreign S

ervice S
chool. H

e found O
sw

ald to be "very 

co
m

p
e
te

n
t," "b

rig
h
te

r th
a
n
 m

o
st p

e
o
p
le

," a
n
d
 su

rp
risin

g
ly w

e
ll-

in
fo

rm
e
d
 a

b
o
u
t fo

re
ig

n
 a

ffa
irs. H

e
 re

ca
lle

d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 

w
ould take great pride in his ability to m

ention not only the leader of 

a country, but five or six subordinates.... H
e took great pride in talking 

to a passing of 
	 com

ing in or out of the radar center, and in a m
ost 

interested m
anner, ask him

 w
hat he thought of a given situation, listen 

to that officer's explanation, and say, "T
hank you very m

uch." A
s soon 

as w
e w

ere alone again, he w
ould say, "D

o you agree w
ith that?" In 

m
any cases it w

as obvious that the officer had no m
ore idea about [w

hat 

he w
as saying] than he did about the polo ... m

atches in A
ustralia. A

nd 

O
sw

ald w
ould then say, "N

ow
, if m

en like that are leading us. there is 

som
ething w

rong—
w

hen I obviously have m
ore intelligence and m

ore 

know
ledge than that m

an." 

If th
e
 o

ffice
rs w

e
re

n
't to

o
 h

ig
h
 in

 ra
n
k, O

sw
a
ld

 w
o
u
ld

 p
o
in

t o
u
t th

e
ir 

m
istakes. O

ne of the enlisted m
en, N

elson D
elgado, enjoyed the w

ay 

O
sw

ald baited them
: "O

sw
ald had them

 stum
ped . . . four out of five 

tim
e
s. T

h
e
y ju

st ra
n
 o

u
t o

f w
o
rd

s.... A
n
d
 e

ve
ry tim

e
 th

is h
a
p
p
e
n
e
d
, 

it m
a
d
e
 h

im
 fe

e
l tw

ice
 a

s g
o
o
d
.... H

e
 u

se
d
 to

 cu
t u

p
 a

n
yb

o
d
y th

a
t 

w
a
s h

ig
h
 ra

n
kin

g
 . .. a

n
d
 m

a
ke

 h
im

se
lf co

m
e
 o

u
t to

p
 d

o
g
." 

D
onovan also recalled that O

sw
ald thought the poverty he saw

 in 

A
sia w

as unjust and that he took a special interest in Latin A
m

erica. 

A
t a W

arren C
om

m
ission hearing, D

onovan w
as asked, "D

id he ever 

have any specific suggestions as to w
hat should be done about prob-

le
m

s in
 A

sia
 o

r L
a
tin

 A
m

e
rica

?
" D

o
n
o
va

n
 a

n
sw

e
re

d
. "N

o
. H

is o
n
ly 

so
lu

tio
n
 th

a
t I co

u
ld

 se
e
 w

a
s th

a
t a

u
th

o
rity, p

a
rticu

la
rly th

e
 M

a
rin

e
 

C
orps, ought to be able to recognize talent such as his ow

n, w
ithout 

a
 g

ive
n
 m

a
g
ic co

lle
g
e
 d

e
g
re

e
, a

n
d
 p

u
t th

e
m

 in
 p

o
sitio

n
s, o

f p
ro

m
i-

nence." A
s D

onovan recalled, this attitude carried over to the squad-

ro
n
 fo

o
tb

a
ll te

a
m

, o
n
 w

h
ich

 L
e
e
 p

la
ye

d
 e

n
d
: 

[I-1)e often tried to m
ake calls in the huddle—

for better or w
orse ... a 

quarterback is in charge of the team
 and should m

ake the calls.. . A
nd 

I d
o
n
't know

 if he quit or I kicked him
 otr. „ . at any rate, he stopped 

playing. 

' 
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H
e felt that O

sw
ald's only com

m
on bond ail 

th
e
 o

f e
r e

n
lis

te
d

 m
 

w
as a desire to get out, but that the others respected his intelligence 

a
n
d
 a

d
m

ire
d
 h

is a
b
ility to

 "p
u
rsu

e
 R

u
ssia

n
 o

n
 h

is o
w

n
 a

n
d
 le

a
rn

 it." 

A
t th

e
 E

l T
o
ro

 b
a
se

 O
sw

a
ld

 fla
u
n
te

d
 h

is a
d
m

ira
tio

n
 fo

r a
ll th

in
g
s 

R
ussian, playing R

ussian m
usic in the barracks and putting his nam

e 

in R
ussian on one of his jackets. H

e subscribed to a R
ussian-language 

n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
r a

n
d
 to

 th
e
 D

a
ily

 W
o
rk

e
r. 

S
om

e of his barracks-m
ates 

kidded him
, calling him

 "com
rade," or accused him

 jokingly of being 

a R
ussian spy. O

sw
ald 	seem

ed to en
jo

y 	these com
m

ents im
m

ensely. 

S
o
m

e
 c

ritic
s
 o

f th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 e

p
o
rt h

a
v
e
 a

riT
ie

d
—

th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

 

couldn't have gotten aw
ay w

ith this ostentatious pro-R
ussian behav-

io
r w

ith
o
u
t o

fficia
l sa

n
ctio

n
. T

h
e
y co

n
te

n
d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s m

e
re

ly 

p
re

te
n
d
in

g
 to

 b
e
 p

ro
-R

u
ssia

n
, w

h
ile

 h
e
 w

a
s, in

 fa
ct, w

o
rkin

g
 fo

r 

A
m

erican intelligence. A
s it often happens, a m

ore reasonable expla-

nation is less exciting, but m
ore suited to his character. O

sw
ald w

as 

apparently not as open about his political beliefs w
ith the officers as 

be 
w

as 
w

ith
 th

e
 e

n
liste

d
 m

e
n
. L

ie
u
te

n
a
n
t D

o
n
o
va

n
, fo

r in
sta

n
ce

, 

never heard O
sw

ald "in any w
ay, shape or form

 confess that he w
as 

a C
om

m
unist, or that he ever thought about being a C

om
m

unist." H
e 

thought O
sw

ald subscribed to the R
ussian new

spaper to
 le

a
rn

 th
e
 

la
n
g
u
a
g
e
 a

n
d
 to

 g
e
t a

n
o
th

e
r vie

w
 o

f in
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
l a

ffa
irs. O

sw
a
ld

's 

b
e
h
a
vio

r e
vid

e
n
tly a

ttra
cte

d
 o

fficia
l in

te
re

st ju
st o

n
ce

, w
h
e
n
 a

 m
a
il-

room
 clerk reported that h

e had been receiving leftist literature. W
hen 

C
a
p
ta

in
 R

o
b
e
rt E

. B
lo

ck q
u
e
stio

n
e
d
 O

sw
a
ld

 a
b
o
u
t th

is lite
ra

tu
re

, 

O
sw

ald replied, in a typically disingenuous fashion, that he w
as indoc-

trin
a
tin

g
 h

im
se

lf in
 R

u
ssia

n
 th

e
o
ry in

 co
n
fo

rm
a
n
ce

 w
ith

 th
e
 M

a
rin

e
 

C
orps policy (of getting to know

 the enem
y). A

lthough B
lock w

asn't 

sa
tisfie

d
 w

ith
 th

a
t e

xp
la

n
a
tio

n
, h

e
 le

t th
e
 m

a
tte

r d
ro

p
. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 

T
hornley, O

sw
ald believed he w

as being w
atched because of his poli-

tics a
n
d
 fe

lt "u
n
ju

stly p
u
t u

p
o
n
." 

In D
ecem

ber 1958, w
hen F

idel C
astro w

as on the verge of defeating 

B
a
tista

 in
 C

u
b
a
, O

sw
a
ld

 b
e
g
a
n
 sp

e
n
d
in

g
 m

o
re

 tim
e
 w

ith
 N

e
lso

n
' 

D
elgado, a P

uerto R
ican w

ho agreed w
ith him

 in supporting C
astro. 

W
hile D

elgado w
as on leave in January C

astro took pow
er, and w

hen 

h
e
 re

tu
rn

e
d
 O

sw
a
ld

 jo
ke

d
 th

a
t h

e
 m

u
st h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 d

o
w

n
 in

 C
u
b
a
 

h
e
lp

in
g
 C

a
stro

 w
in

. T
h
e
 C

u
b
a
n
 re

vo
lu

tio
n
 fire

d
 O

sw
a
ld

's im
a
g
in

a
-

tion, especially w
hen it appeared that other Latin A

m
erican countries 

m
ight follow

 suit. In June, D
om

inican exiles based in C
uba launched 

an invasion of the D
om

inican R
epublic in an unsuccessful attem

pt to 

o
ve

rth
ro

w
 T

ru
jillo

. L
a
te

r th
a
t su

m
m

e
r th

e
re

 w
e
re

 sim
ila

r e
xile

 ra
id

s 

against N
icaragua, G

uatem
ala, and H

aiti. O
sw

ald's hero during this 
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tim
e
 w

as W
illia

m
 M

o
r g a

n
, fo

rm
e
r s

e
 g e

a
ls

t th
e
 . . rm

y
 w

h
o
 

h
a
d

 b
e
co

m
e
 a

 m
a

jo
r in

 C
a
stro

's a
rm

y. T
h
a

t A
u
g u

s
t M

o
r g a

n
 re

ce
ive

d
 

co
n
sid

e
ra

b
le

 p
re

ss co
ve

ra
g e

 w
h
e
n
 h

e
 lu

re
d
 so

m
e
 a

n
ti-C

a
stro

 re
b
e
ls 

in
to

 a
 tra

p
 b

y p
re

te
n
d
in

g
  to

 b
e
 a

 co
u
n
te

r-re
vo

lu
tio

n
a
ry. 

D
e
lg a

d
o
 re

ca
lle

d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
n
te

d
 to

 e
m

u
la

te
 M

o
r g a

n
. T

h
e
y 

be g a
n

 ta
lkin

g  a
b
o
u
t g

o
in

g  to
 C

u
b
a
 to

 jo
in

 th
e
 re

vo
lu

tio
n
a
ry fo

rce
s a

s 

officers and "le
a
d
 a

n
 e

xp
e
d
itio

n
 to

 so
m

e
 o

f th
e
se

 o
th

e
r isla

n
d
s a

n
d
 fre

e
 

th
e
m

 to
o
." T

h
e
y
 ta

lk
e
d
 a

b
o
u
t h

o
w

 th
e
y
 w

o
u
ld

 "d
o
 a

w
a
y
 w

ith
 T

ru
-

j illo
." W

ith
 D

e
l g a

d
o
's h

e
lp

, O
sw

a
ld

 le
a
rn

e
d
 so

m
e
 e

le
m

e
n
ta

ry S
p
a
n
- 

ish
. A
fte

r th
e
 C

u
b
a
n
 g o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t sta

rte
d

 se
n

d
in

g
 h

u
n

d
re

d
s o

f B
a

tista
 

su
p
p
o
rte

rs b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 firin

g  s
q u

a
d
, D

e
l g a

d
o
 lo

st h
is e

n
th

u
sia

sm
 fo

r 

C
a

stro
, b

u
t O

sw
a

ld
 d

e
fe

n
d

e
d

 h
im

. H
e

 a
r g u

e
d
 th

a
t in

 a
ll n

e
w

 g o
ve

rn
-

m
e
n
ts so

m
e
 e

rro
rs w

e
re

 b
o
u
n
d
 to

 o
ccu

r, b
u
t h

e
 w

a
s ce

rta
in

 th
a
t th

e
se

 

p
e

o
p

le
 h

a
d

 been in
ve

sti g a
te

d
 p

rio
r to

 th
e
ir e

x
e
c
u
tio

n
s
 a

n
d
 th

a
t th

e
 

A
m

e
rica

n
 p

re
ss w

a
sn

't p
u
b
licizin

g
  th

o
se

 in
ve

sti g a
tio

n
s. F

o
r D

e
l g a

d
o
, 

le
a

v
in

g
 fo

r C
u

b
a

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 b

a
rra

c
k
s
 ta

lk
, m

o
s
tly

, b
u

t O
s
w

a
ld

 s
till 

w
a

n
te

d
 to

 g o
. H

e
 a

s
k
e
d
 D

e
l g a

d
o

 fo
r id

e
a
s
 a

b
o

u
t h

o
w

 a
n

 A
n

glo
-

A
m

e
ric

a
n
 lik

e
 h

im
s
e
lf c

o
u
ld

, in
 D

e
l g a

d
o

's p
h

ra
sin

g , "g e
t w

ith
 a

 

C
u
b
a
n
, yo

u
 kn

o
w

, p
e
o
p
le

, b
e
 p

a
rt o

f th
a
t re

vo
lu

tio
n
a
ry m

o
ve

m
e
n
t," 

rand D
e
l g a

d
o
 su

gg e
ste

d
 h

e
 g e

t in
 to

u
ch

 w
ith

 a
 C

u
b
a
n
 e

m
b
a
ssy. H

e
 

I b
e
lie

ve
d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 la
te

r m
a
d
e
 co

n
ta

ct w
ith

 th
e
 C

u
b
a
n
 co

n
su

la
te

 in
 

L
o

s A
n

g e
le

s a
n
d
 re

ce
ive

d
 m

a
il—

p
e
rh

a
p
s p

ro
-C

u
b
a
n
 lite

ra
tu

re
—

fro
m

 

there. B
u
t fo

r so
m

e
 re

a
so

n
 O

sw
a
ld

 a
b
a
n
d
o
n
e
d
 th

e
 id

e
a
 o

f g o
in

g  to
 

iC
u
b
a
, a

t le
a
st fo

r th
e
 m

o
m

e
n
t. 

D
e
lg a

d
o

 a
lso

 re
m

e
m

b
e

re
d

 th
a

t O
sw

a
ld

 h
a

d
 n

o
 u

se
 fo

r re
li gio

n
—

"H
e
 u

se
d
 to

 la
u

g h
 a

t S
u
n
d
a
y sch

o
o
l .. . m

im
ic th

e
 g u

ys th
a
t fe

ll o
u
t 

to
 g o

 to
 c

h
u
rc

h
. . . . O

s
w

a
ld

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
a
t "G

o
d
 w

a
s
 a

 m
y
th

 o
r a

 

le
g e

n
d
, th

a
t b

a
s
ic

a
lly

 o
u
r w

h
o
le

 life
 is

 b
u
ilt a

ro
u
n
d
 th

is
 o

n
e
 fa

ls
e
-

h
o

o
d
." T

h
e
 B

ib
le

 w
a
s sim

p
ly "a

 n
o
ve

l." O
sw

a
ld

 p
re

fe
rre

d
 D

as K
ap

ital 

a
n
d
 o

th
e
r p

o
litic

a
l b

o
o
k
s
 lik

e
 G

e
o
r g e

 O
rw

e
ll's

 
A

n
im

a
l F

a
rm

. 

T
h
ro

u
g h

 D
e
l g a

d
o
, w

e
 a

re
 a

b
le

 to
 se

e
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 little

 se
n
se

 o
f 

iro
n

y. A
s h

e
 d

e
scrib

e
d

 A
n

im
a

l F
a

rm
 

to
 D

e
l g a

d
o
, th

e
 fa

rm
e
r re

p
re

-

se
n

te
d
 th

e
 im

p
e
ria

listic w
o
rld

, a
n
d

 the a
n
im

a
ls w

e
re

 th
e
 w

o
rke

rs o
r 

so
cia

list p
e

o
p

le
, a

n
d

 "e
ve

n
tu

a
lly it w

ill co
m

e
 a

b
o

u
t th

a
t th

e
 so

cia
lists 

w
ill h

a
ve

 th
e
 im

p
e
ria

lists w
o
rkin

g
  fo

r th
e
m

." W
h
e
n
 h

e
 w

a
s a

ske
d
 if 

O
s
w

a
ld

 h
a

d
 e

x
p

la
in

e
d

 th
a

t a
fte

r th
e

 p
i g s

 to
o

k
 o

v
e

r th
e

 fa
rm

 th
e

y
 

b
e

ca
m

e
 like

 th
e

 fa
rm

e
rs, D

e
l g a

d
o
 re

p
lie

d
, "N

o
; ju

st th
a
t th

e
 p

i g s and 

a
n
im

a
ls h

a
d
 re

vo
lte

d
 a

n
d
 m

a
d
e
 th

e
 fa

rm
e
r w

o
rk fo

r th
e
m

." O
sw

a
ld

 
...... h

a
d
 re

a
d
 th

e
 b

o
o
k lite

ra
lly a

n
d
 o

b
vio

u
sly m

isse
d
 O

rw
e
ll's p

o
in

t. 

N
e
ls

o
n
 D

e
l g a

d
o
's

 n
a m

e
 a

p
p
e
a
rs in

 m
any co

n
sp

ira
cy b

o
o
ks, b

u
t 
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i
t
 

w
m

rA
 	

AI:. 
A

.  m
a
in

ly
 b

e
c
a
u
s
e
 he testified th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s a

 p
o

o
r n

ile
 sh

o
t w

h
e
n
 h

e
 

w
a
s in

 th
e
 M

a
rin

e
s: 

Q. Did you fire with Oswald? 	
• 

A. Right;  I was in the same line.... It was a pretty big  joke, because 
he go

t a
 lo

t o
f "Maggie's drawers'' [a red flag  indicating  the sh

o
t h

ad
 

m
issed the target], you know, a lot of m

isses, but he didn't give a d
arn

. 
Q. M

issed the target com
pletely? 

A
. H

e ju
st q

u
alified

, th
at's it. H

e w
asn

't as en
th

u
siastic as th

e rest o
f 

u
s. W

e all lo
ved

—
liked

, yo
u

 kn
o

w
, g

o
in

g
 to

 th
e ran

g
e. 

k
  T

h
e

 Ic
ey_e

le
n
e
nt
  in

 th
is a

cco
u
n
t  is th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
sn

't enthusiastic. 
he d

id
n
't g

ive
 a

 d
a
rn

. H
e
 sco

re
d
 ju

st o
n
e
 p

o
in

t a
b
o
ve

 th
e
 sco

re
 

'n
e
ce

ssa
ry to

 qu
a
lify. A

s a
 ra

w
 re

cru
it h

e
 h

a
d
 d

o
n
e
 b

e
tte

r. A
n
d
 a

cco
rd

-
in

g
  to

 a
 re

p
o
rt in

 -T
im

e
, 

h
is M

a
rin

e
 rifle

-sco
re

 b
o
o
k sh

o
w

e
d
 h

im
 

"m
a

k
in

g
  48 an

d
 49 p

o
in

ts out of a possible 50
 in

 ra
p
id

 fire
 a

t zoo ya
rd

s 
fro

m
 a

 s
ittin

g
  p

o
sitio

n
, w

ith
o
u
t a

 sco
p
e
." 

In
 th

e
 sp

rin
g
  o

f1959  O
sw

a
ld

 stru
ck u

p
 a

n
 a

cq
u
a
in

ta
n
ce

 w
ith

 K
e
rry 

T
h

o
rn

le
y, a

n
o

th
e

r yo
u

n
g
  ra

d
a
r o

p
e
ra

to
r, w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 so

 im
p
re

sse
d
 

b
y O

sw
a
ld

 th
a
t h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 w
rite

 a
 n

o
ve

l a
b
o
u
t h

im
 a

fte
r h

is_
d
e
fe

ctio
n
.. 

A
s in

 th
e
 ca

se
 o

f D
e
lga

d
o
, O

sw
a
ld

 b
e
ca

m
e
in

fe
re

ste
d
 in

 T
h
o
rn

le
y a

fte
r 

T
h
o
rn

le
y se

e
m

e
d
 to

 a
gre

e
 w

ith
 so

m
e
 o

f h
is id

e
a
s—

b
e

gin
n

in
g  w

ith
 a

n
 

a
d
m

ira
tio

n
 fo

r th
e
 new

 
C

u
b
a
n
 le

a
d
e
r. T

h
e
y m

e
t a

t a
 b

u
ll se

ssio
n
 

d
u
rin

g
  w

h
ic

h
 O

s
w

a
ld

 le
a
rn

e
d
 th

a
t T

h
o
rn

le
y
, to

o
, w

a
s
 a

n
 a

th
e
is

t. 

"W
h
a
t d

o
 y

o
u
 th

in
k
 o

f c
o
m

m
u
n
is

m
?
" O

s
w

a
ld

 a
s
k
e
d
 h

im
. W

h
e
n
 

T
h
o
rn

le
y re

p
lie

d
 h

e
 d

id
n
't th

in
k m

u
ch

 o
f it, O

sw
a
ld

 to
ld

 h
im

, "W
e
ll, 

I th
in

k
 th

e
 b

e
s
t re

ligio
n
 is

 c
o
m

m
u
n

is
m

." A
t firs

t T
h
o
rn

le
y
 fe

lt th
a
t 

O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s m

e
re

ly p
la

yin
g

  to
 th

e
 cro

w
d
, b

u
t h

e
 la

te
r d

e
cid

e
d
 th

a
t 

le
a

rn
in

g
  a

fte
r the a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 n

e
ve

r fin
ish

e
d
 h

igh
 

sch
o
o
l. H

e
 th

o
u

gh
t th

e
 n

e
w

s m
e
d
ia

 u
n
d
e
re

stim
a
te

d
 O

sw
a
ld

's u
n
d
e
r-

sta
n
d
ing

  o
f M

a
rx

is
m

: 

I
 certainly think he understood much more than many people in the 

press have seemed to feel. I don't chink he was a man who was grasping  
onto his particular beliefs . .. trying  to know something  over his head, 
by any means. 

GL 1e-sa.0.10, 

at 

1144410 
1,14- car 14P

- 

t 
tU

a 

O
sw

a
ld

 sin
ce

re
ly b

e
lie

ve
d
 "co

m
m

u
n
ism

 w
a
s th

e
 b

e
st syste

m
 in

 th
e
 (j. -P  

w
o
rld

." !th
o
u

gh he noticed som
e ga

p
s in

 L
e
e
's kn

o
w

le
d

ge
, T

h
o

rn
le

y 	
1d

 
co

n
sid

e
re

d
 h

im
 to

 	
"e

a
lre

m
e
liria

te
lligent," and V

-fas—
siffrprised 

11 

11111-.  

ti t 



T
h

e M
an

ila M
arin

e ... 71 

O
ne day O

sw
ald w

as com
plaining to his buddy T

horn ley about th
e
 

stupidity of a cerem
onial parade they w

ere preparing for, and T
horn-

le
y h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 to

 jo
ke

, "W
e
ll, co

m
e
 th

e
 re

vo
lu

tio
n
 yo

u
 w

ill ch
a
n
g
e
 a

ll 

th
a
t," at w

hich point O
sw

ald looked at him
 "like a betrayed C

aesar," 

in
 T

h
o
rn

le
y's w

o
rd

s, "a
n
d
 scre

a
m

e
d
 . . 'N

o
t yo

u
 to

o
, T

h
o
rn

le
y'. 

. . ." T
h
e
y n

e
ve

r sp
o
ke

 to
 e

a
ch

 o
th

e
r a

g
a
in

. 

70 ... O
sw

ald's G
am

e 

H
e
 a

lso
 th

o
u
g
h
t O

sw
a
ld

 "co
u
ld

 a
n
a
lyze

 w
h
a
t h

e
 re

a
d
 ve

ry w
e
ll, b

u
t 

it w
a
s a

 ve
ry su

b
je

ctive
 im

p
re

ssio
n
." 

T
h
o
rn

le
y sa

id
, "I th

in
k in

 h
is m

in
d
 it w

a
s a

lm
o
st a

 ce
rta

in
ty th

a
t 

th
e
 w

o
rld

 w
o
u
ld

 e
n
d
 u

p
 u

n
d
e
r a

 to
ta

lita
ria

n
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t o

r u
n
d
e
r 

to
ta

lita
ria

n
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
ts." W

ith
 th

a
t fu

tu
re

 in
 m

in
d
, O

sw
a
ld

 se
e
m

e
d
 

to
 b

e
 "co

n
ce

rn
e
d
 w

ith
 h

is im
a
g
e
 in

 h
isto

ry": 

H
e
 lo

o
ke

d
 u

p
o
n
 h

isto
ry as G

od. H
e looked upon the eyes of future 

p
e
o
p
le

 a
s a

 kin
d
 o

f trib
u
n
a
l, a

n
d
 h

e
 w

a
n
te

d
 to

 b
e
 o

n
 th

e
 w

in
n
in

g
 sid

e
 

so
 th

a
t to

,0
0
0
 ye

a
rs fro

m
 n

o
w

 p
e
o
p
le

 w
o
u
ld

 lo
o
k in

 th
e
 h

isto
ry b

o
o
ks 

a
n
d
 sa

y, "W
e
ll, th

is m
a
n
 w

a
s a

h
e
a
d
 o

f h
is tim

e
. . . ." H

e
 w

a
n
te

d
 to

 b
e
 

lo
o
ke

d
 tra

ck u
p
o
n
 w

ith
 h

o
n
o
r b

y fu
tu

re
 g

e
n
e
ra

tio
n
s. It w

a
s. I th

in
k, a

 

su
b
stitu

te
 in

 h
is ca

se
 fo

r tra
d
itio

n
a
l re

lig
io

n
. 

T
he eyes of the future becam

e a hat to another m
an w

ould be the eyes 

o
f G

o
d
, o

r p
e
rh

a
p
s to

 ye
t a

n
o
th

e
r m

a
n
 th

e
 e

ye
s o

f h
is o

w
n
 co

n
scie

n
ce

. 

I d
o
n
't th

in
k h

e
 e

xp
e
cte

d
 th

in
g
s to

 d
e
ve

lo
p
 w

ith
in

 h
is life

tim
e
. I a

m
 

su
re

 th
a
t h

e
 d

id
n
't. H

e
 ju

st w
a
n
te

d
 to

 b
e
 o

n
 th

e
 w

in
n
in

g
 sid

e
 fo

r a
ll 

e
te

rn
ity. 

O
sw

a
ld

's vie
w

 o
f h

isto
ry w

a
sn

't a
s u

n
u
su

a
l a

s it m
ig

h
t a

p
p
e
a
r. In

 

a
 b

o
o
k o

n
 th

e
 id

e
o
lo

g
ica

l b
a
ttle

s o
f th

e
 M

cC
a
rth

y p
e
rio

d
, V

icto
r S

. 

N
avasky w

rote, "E
rnest B

ecker has argued that w
hat m

an really fears 

is n
o
t so

 m
u
ch

 e
xtin

ctio
n
 b

u
t e

xtin
ctio

n
 w

ith
 in

sig
n
ifica

n
ce

. M
a
n
 

w
a
n
ts to

 kn
o
w

 th
a
t h

is life
 h

a
s so

m
e
h
o
w

 co
u
n
te

d
, if n

o
t fo

r h
im

se
lf 

then at least in a larger schem
e of things, that it has left a trace, a trace 

that has m
eaning."  In w

anting his nam
e to live  on, young O

sw
ald w

as 

n
o
t ve

ry d
iffe

re
n
t fro

rn
 a

 p
h
ila

n
th

ro
p
ist w

h
o
 e

n
d
o
w

s a
 lib

ra
ry in

 h
is 

nam
e or a politician w

ho hopes to be rem
em

bered. B
ut O

sw
ald w

as 

sta
kin

g
 h

is h
o
p
e
s in

 w
h
a
t h

a
s b

e
e
n
 ca

lle
d
 "re

vo
lu

tio
n
a
ry im

m
o
rta

l-

ity." A
n
d
 in

 th
a
t p

a
rticu

la
r syste

m
 o

f b
e
lie

f, th
e
re

 is a
 ca

tch
. In

 o
rd

e
r 

to be rem
em

bered, his side has to w
in. If the revolution he supported 

prevailed, he w
ould live on. If it didn't, he w

ould end up in the dustbin 

of history. F
ighting for the revolution thus m

eant fighting for his ow
n 

im
m

o
rta

lity. 
F

o
r so

m
e
o
n
e
 w

h
o
 d

e
fin

e
s h

im
se

lf a
n
d
 h

is h
0
0
0
f im

m
o
rta

lity 

through his politics, as O
sw

ald did (thus m
aking politics his religion), 

id
e
o
lo

g
ica

l d
isp

u
te

s a
re

 q
u
ite

 lite
ra

lly a
 m

a
tte

r o
f life

 a
n
d
 d

e
a
th

. A
s 

N
a
va

sky w
ro

te
, "N

o
 w

o
n
d
e
r m

e
n
 g

o
 in

to
 a

 ra
g
e
 o

ve
r fin

e
 p

o
in

ts o
f 

I belief: if your adversary w
ins the argum

ent about truth, yo
u
 d

ie
. Y

o
u
r 

im
m

o
rta

lity syste
m

 h
a
s b

e
e
n
 sh

o
w

n
 to

 b
e
 fa

llib
le

, yo
u
r 'if b

e
co

m
e
s 

fa
llib

le
.%
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55... T
he D

efection 

E
V

E
N

 b
e
fo

re
 h

e
 m

e
t K

e
rry T

h
o

n
ile

y, a
n
d
 w

h
ile

 h
e
 w

a
s d

a
yd

re
a
m

-
in

g
 w

ith
 D

e
lg

a
d
o
 a

b
o
u
t C

u
b
a
, O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s m

a
kin

g
 co

n
cre

te
 p

la
n
s fo

r 

h
is d

e
fe

ctio
n
. H

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 th

in
kin

g
 a

b
o
u
t it lo

n
g
 e

n
o
u
g
h
 to

a
n
ticip

_
a
te

 

a
 p

ro
b
le

m
 h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 to
 fa

ce
. A

fte
r h

is d
isch

a
rg

e
 h

e
 w

a
s re

q
u
ire

d
 

feJ serve three m
ore y

en
s-in-C

M
 inactive M

a
rin

e
 R

e
se

rve
s. H

o
w

 w
a
s 

a m
em

ber of the R
eserves going to explain applying fo

r a
 p

a
ssp

o
rt fo

r 
a
 trip

 to
 E

u
ro

p
e
 a

n
d
 th

e
 S

o
vie

t U
nion, w

ithout arousing suspicion? 
T

o
 get around this difficulty, O

sw
ald w

o
rke

d
 o

u
t a

n
 e

la
b

o
ra

te
 cover 

sto
ry

. H
e w

a
s d

u
e

 to
 b

e
 d

isch
a

rg
e

d
 fro

m
 active duty in

 D
e
ce

m
b
e
r 

1959. In M
arch he passed a high school equivalency exam

 and applied 
for adm

ission to
 th

e
 A

lb
e

rt S
chw

eitzer C
ollege in

 S
w

itze
rla

n
d

 for the 
spring 196o sem

ester. O
n his application he indicated th

a
t h

e
 p

la
n

n
e

d
 

to attend a sum
m

er course a
t th

e
 U

niversity of T
urku, F

inland, before 
returning to

 A
m

e
rica

 to
 p

u
rsu

e
 h

is "ch
o

se
n
 vocation." T

urku is too 
m

iles w
est o

f H
e

ls
in

k
i, th

e
 c

ity
 through w

h
ich

 h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 e
n

te
r th

e
 

S
o

vie
t U

nion. A
fter his application 

to
 S

chw
eitzer C

ollege w
as ac-

cepted, he had an a
lib

i. If a
n
yo

n
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
e
d
 h

im
 before he entered 

th
e

 S
o
vie

t U
n

io
n

, h
e

 co
u

ld
 sa

y th
a

t h
e

 w
a

s traveling to F
inland to 

enroll at T
urku and w

ould b
e
 visitin

g
 R

u
ssia

 a
s a sidetrip. (S

oon after 
the defection, R

obert O
sw

ald realized this w
as his cover story a

n
d
 

m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
 it to a

 re
p
o
rte

r.) 
O

s
w

a
ld

 m
u
s
t h

a
v
e
 s

p
e
n
t a

 g
o
o
d
 d

e
a
l o

f tim
e
 w

o
rk

in
g
 o

u
t th

is
 

sch
e

m
e

. T
h

e
 trip

s th
a

t D
e

lg
a

d
o

 n
o

tice
d

 h
e

 to
o

k a
lo

n
e

 in
to

 L
o

a
 A

n
. 

geles m
ay have involved visits to libraries or(e‘onA

i=
ea

■there to find 
o
u
t about E

uropean colleges and routes to
 th

e
 S

o
vie

t U
n

io
n

. T
h

w
a

rt 
su

g
g

e
sts th

a
t h

e
 fe

a
re

d
 so

m
e

o
n

e
 in

 a
u

th
o

rity m
ig

h
t sp

o
t h

im
 a

s a

I
U

V
- 	

14 	
In

fftinV3v1- 
t 1,A.A

,O
cti4 0 A

 
k
e

di. - 	
4N-‘ 

lA
/4 	

1 1 /4■L
citie. W

I) 	
IA. C

A 	
h (141..014

 Gi;1,_ 
,vt4 	

6
 	

t,44) 	
1

,1
4

 )4
titt: 

T
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sensorship)
.- 	

. . A
n
d
 h

e
 definitely said M

e
x
ic

o
 to

 C
u
b
a to

 R
u
ssia

. 

7
7

7-
1-- fe

m
e
m

b
e
r h

im
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
 m

e
n
tio

n
in

g
 tw

o
 m

e
n
 th

a
t h

a
d
 

d
e
fe

c
te

d
, a

n
d
 w

e
 w

e
re

 w
o
n
d
e
rin

g
 h

o
w

 th
e
y
 g

o
t th

e
re

." L
a
te

r o
n
, 

D
e

lg
a

d
o

 a
ske

d
 O

sw
a

ld
 if h

e
 still in

te
n
d
e
d
 to

 g
o
 to

 C
u
b
a
. O

sw
a
ld

 
g

rim
a

ce
d

 a
n

d
 a

cte
d

 a
s if h

e
 d

id
n

't kn
o

w
 w

h
a

t h
e

 w
a

s ta
lkin

g
 a

b
o

u
t. 

"W
h

e
n

 I g
e

t o
u

t," h
e

 s
a

id
, "I'm

 g
o

in
g

 to
 s

c
h

o
o

l in
 S

w
itz

e
rla

n
d

." 
In

 Ju
n
e
 1

9
5
9
 h

e
 w

ro
te

 R
o
b
e
rt, "P

re
tty. so

o
n
 I'll b

e
 g

e
ttin

g
 o

u
t o

f 
th

e
 C

o
rp

s a
n
d
 I kn

o
w

 w
h
a
t I w

a
n
t to

 b
e
 a

n
d
 h

o
w

 I'm
 g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e
 it, 

w
h
ich

 I g
u
e
ss is th

e
 m

o
st im

p
o
rta

n
t th

in
g
 in

 life
," 

L
ater that sum

m
er—

five 
m

o
n
th

s
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 w

a
s
 d

u
e
 to

 b
e
 d

is
-

ch
a

rg
e

d
—

h
e

 sa
w

 a
n

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity to
 e

xp
e

d
ite

 h
is d

e
p

a
rtu

re
. In D

ecem
-

ber 1958 M
arguerite had been h

it on the nose by a jar that fell off a 

sh
e

lf a
t th

e
 sto

re
 w

h
e

re
 sh

e
 w

o
rke

d
. S

h
e

 w
ent fro

m
 d

o
cto

r to doctor 
trying to obtain evidence w

ith w
h

ich
 to

 su
e

 h
e

r em
ployer and w

rote 
O

sw
a

ld
 a

b
o

u
t h

e
r tro

u
b

le
s. O

n
 A

u
g

u
st 1

7
 h

e
 w

ro
te

 b
a

ck sa
yin

g
 th

a
t 

h
e
 h

a
d
 a

p
p
lie

d
 fo

r a
 h

a
rd

sh
ip

 discharge 

in
 o

rd
e
r to

 h
e
lp

 y
o
u
. S

uch a discharge is only rarely given, b
u

t if th
e

y
 

know
 you a

re
 unable to support yourself then they w

ill release m
e from

 
the U

.S
.M

.C
. a

n
d
 I w

ill b
e
 a

b
le

 to
 c

o
m

e
 h

o
m

e
 a

n
d
 h

e
lp

 y
o
u
 [h

is
 em

-
phases]. 

H
e cautioned her to m

ake th
e

 "rig
h

t" im
p

re
ssio

n
 w

h
e

n
 the R

ed C
ross 

representative arrived to ask questions about her capacity to support 
herself. M

arguerite ca
m

e
 th

ro
u
g
h
. S

h
e
 so

m
e
h
o
w

 g
o
t le

tte
rs fro

m
 a

n
 

a
tto

rn
e
y, a

 d
o
cto

r, a
n
d
 tw

o
 frie

n
d
s—

p
lu

s o
n
e
 fro

m
 h

e
rse

lf—
a
ll sa

yin
g
 

s
h
e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 in

ju
re

d
 a

t w
o
rk

 a
n
d
 w

a
s
 u

n
a
b
le

 to
 s

u
p
p
o
rt h

e
rs

e
lf. 

B
e

ca
u

se
 o

f th
is d

o
cu

m
e

n
ta

tio
n

, O
sw

ald's p
e
titio

n
 fo

r d
isch

a
rg

e
 w

a
s 

a
p
p
ro

ve
d
 fa

irly q
u
ickly. 

O
sw

a
ld

's le
tte

r to
 M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 sa
ys q

u
ite

 a
 b

it a
b
o
u
t h

is n
a
tu

re
, fo

r 
h
e
 n

e
ve

r in
te

n
d
e
d
 to

 live
 in

 F
o
rt W

o
rth

 a
n
d
 h

e
lp

 su
p
p
o
rt h

is m
o
th

e
r. 

Im
m

e
d
ia

te
ly a

fte
r h

is d
isch

a
rg

e
 w

a
s a

p
p
ro

ve
d
 h

e
 a

p
p
lie

d
 fo

r a
 p

a
ss-

p
o
rt, in

d
ic

a
tin

g
 h

e
 p

la
n
n
e
d
 to

 s
a
il fro

m
 N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s
 w

ith
in

 th
re

e
 

w
e

e
ks to

 a
tte

n
d

 th
e

 co
lle

g
e

s in
 E

u
ro

p
e

. U
n

d
e

r co
u

n
trie

s to
 b

e
 visite

d
 

h
e
 liste

d
 C

u
b
a
, the D

om
inican R

epublic, E
ngland, F

ra
n

ce
, S

w
itze

r-
la

n
d
, G

e
rm

a
n
y, F

in
la

n
d
, a

n
d
 R

u
ssia

. B
e
fo

re
 b

e
in

g
 d

isch
a
rg

e
d
 h

e
 

sig
n

e
d

 th
e

 cu
sto

m
a

ry sta
te

m
e

n
t p

ro
m

isin
g

 n
o

t to
 d

ivu
lg

e
 a

n
y se

cre
t 

p
o
ten

tial d
e

fe
cto

r a
n

d
 p

ick h
im

 up. H
e talked w

ith D
elgado about 

extradition treaties and the countries that w
ere "extradition-free," 

like
 C

u
b
a
, R

u
ssia

, a
n
d
 A

rg
e
n
tin

a
. O

sw
a
ld

 to
ld

 him
 about a route to 

get 
to

 th
e
 S

o
vie

t U
nion, in

 D
e

lg
a

d
o

's
 w

o
rd

s
, "b

y
p

a
s
s
in

g
 a

ll U
.S

. 



 

 

a
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sw

sld
's G

am
e 

fiti it. 	
A
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T
he 

D
e

fe
c

tio
n

 ... 7
5

 

o
r co

n
fid

e
n

tia
l in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 h

e
 m

a
y h

a
ve

 g
a

in
e

d
 d

u
rin

g
 h

is m
ilita

ry 

service. 

T
h
e
 d

a
y a

fte
r h

e
 a

rrive
d
 a

t h
is m

o
th

e
r's o

n
e
-ro

o
m

 a
p
a
rtm

e
n
t in

 

F
o
rt W

o
rth

, h
e
 in

fo
rm

e
d
 h

e
r th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 "b
o
a
rd

 a
 sh

ip
 a

n
d
 

w
o
rk in

 th
e
 e

xp
o
rt-im

p
o
rt b

u
sin

e
ss." W

h
e
n
 sh

e
 trie

d
 to

 ta
lk h

im
 o

u
t 

o
f it, h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
r h

is
 m

in
d

 w
a

s
 m

a
d

e
 u

p
 a

n
d

, "If I s
ta

y
 h

e
re

, I w
ill 

g
e
t a

 jo
b
 fo

r a
b
o
u
t $

3
5
 a

 w
e
e
k, a

n
d
 w

e
 w

ill b
o
th

 b
e
 in

 th
e
 p

o
sitio

n
 

th
a
t yo

u
 a

re
 in

." H
e
 visite

d
 R

o
b
e
rt a

n
d
 h

is fa
m

ily a
t th

e
ir h

o
m

e
—

w
h
e
re

 h
e
 a

lte
re

d
 h

is e
xp

la
n
a
tio

n
 so

m
e
w

h
a
t b

y sa
yin

g
 h

e
 h

a
d
 p

la
n
s to

 

g
o
 to

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s a

n
d
 "w

o
rk fo

r a
n
 e

xp
o
rt firm

." H
e
 sa

id
 n

o
th

in
g
 

a
b
o
u
t b

o
a
rd

in
g
 a

 s
h
ip

. A
fte

r tw
o
 d

a
y
s
 a

t h
o
m

e
 h

e
 le

ft fo
r N

e
w

 

O
rle

a
n

s, w
h

e
re

 h
e

 b
o

o
ke

d
 p

a
ssa

g
e

 o
n

 th
e

 fre
ig

h
te

r M
a

ria
n

 L
y
k
e

s  

b
o
u
n
d
 fo

r F
ra

n
ce

. O
n
 th

e
 ste

a
m

sh
ip

 co
m

p
a
n
y's a

p
p
lica

tio
n
 fo

rm
 h

e
 

d
e
scrib

e
d
 h

im
se

lf a
s a

 "sh
ip

p
in

g
 e

xp
o
rt a

g
e
n
t:* F

ro
m

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
ns  

h
e

 w
ro

te
 M

a
rg

u
e

rite
: 

4
,4

4
( flew

 to
 	

it 	
„. 

,11.4frit, 	
jo

 H
A

I)»
 	

trU
,17 N it a 4,,Avi- 	

titn
it'll p

o
t./ 

a  - 
O

s
w

a
ld

 a
rrii,  in

 M
o

s
c
o

w
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e
 tim

e
 o

f-h
is tw

en
tieth

 birth-
"
:
,
 

d
a
y, in

 O
cto

b
e
r 1

9
5
9
. S

h
o
rtly th

e
re

a
fte

r, h
e
 to

ld
 h

is In
to

u
rist in

te
r. 

U
taii 	

ip
re

te
r, R

im
m

a
 S

h
iro

ko
va

. th
a
t h

e
 w

a
n
te

d
 to

 b
e
co

m
e
 a

 S
o
vie

t citize
n
. 

ilt'u
n
'S

h
e

 h
e

lp
e

d
 h

im
 w

rite
 a

 le
tte

r to th
e
 S

u
p
re

m
e
 S

o
vie

t re
q
u
e
stin

g
 citize

n
- 

4kA
) 	

"•°—
 

sk. 5-4
 	

s 

11(sier{:1/4'2°'1,4":,,,„U'\5■V.:1  ``k .'k  
124,,F

4
. 

6). 

sh
ip

. B
u
t a

t th
a
t p

o
in

t th
e
 S

o
vie

t b
u
re

a
u
cra

cy to
o
k co

n
tro

l. W
h
e
n
 h

is 

six-d
a
y visa

 e
xp

ire
d
, O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s in

fo
rm

e
d
 h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 to
 le

a
ve

 th
e
 

co
u
n
try im

m
e
d
ia

te
ly. A

n
d
 sin

ce
 th

e
 R

u
ssia

n
s w

e
re

 n
o
t in

te
re

ste
d
, h

e
 

w
o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 to
 re

tu
rn

 to
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. O
sw

a
ld

 w
e
n
t b

a
ck to

 h
is 

h
o
te

l ro
o
m

, co
n
sid

e
re

d
 th

e
 situ

a
tio

n
 fo

r a few
 h

o
u

rs, an
d

 cu
t h

im
se

lf 

a
b
o
ve

 h
is le

ft w
rist. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt cau

tio
u

sly called
 it "a

n
 a

p
p

a
re

n
t 

su
icid

e
 a

tte
m

p
t," th

e
re

 is re
a
so

n
 to

 b
e
lie

ve
 th

a
t th

is in
cid

e
n
t w

a
s 

a
n
o
th

e
r o

n
e
 o

f O
s
w

a
ld

's
 d

ra
m

a
tic

 m
a
n
ip

u
la

tio
n
s
. H

e
 k

n
e
w

 th
a
t 

R
im

m
a

 w
a

s sch
e

d
u

le
d

 to
 a

rrive
 a

t h
is h

o
te

l ro
o

m
 w

ith
in

 th
e

 h
o

u
r a

n
d

 

w
o
u
ld

 fin
d
, h

im
. T

h
e
 h

o
sp

ita
l re

co
rd

s, p
ro

vid
e
d
 b

y th
e
 S

o
vie

ts a
fte

r 

th
e

 a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

, sta
te

 th
a

t h
is in

ju
ry w

a
s "lig

h
t" a

n
d

 th
a

t O
sw

a
ld

 

to
ld

 h
is d

o
cto

r h
e

 h
a

d
 cu

t h
is w

rist to
 "p

o
stp

o
n

e
 h

is d
e

p
a

rtu
re

" fro
m

 

th
e
 S

o
vie

t U
n
io

n
. In

 fa
ct, th

is "a
p
p
a
re

n
t su

icid
e
 a

tte
m

p
t" w

a
s sim

ila
r 

to the m
inor ;u

n
sh

o
t w

o
u
n
d
 O

sw
ald  h

a
d
 inflicted on  h

im
se

lf in
 Ja

p
a

n
.. 

E
a
ch

 a
cid

e
n
t se

e
m

e
d
'ff h

a
ve

 had th
e sam

e p
u

rp
o

se—
to

 a
vo

id
 b

e
in

g
 

sent w
here he did not w

ant to go. T
he em

otion expressed w
as probably 

n
o
t su

icid
a
l d

e
sp

a
ir b

u
t a

n
 e

xtra
o
rd

in
a
ry w

illfu
ln

e
ss—

a
 d

e
te

rm
in

a
-

tio
n
 to

 a
ct d

e
cisive

ly a
n
d
 e

ve
n
 vio

le
n
tly to

 m
a
n
ip

u
la

te
 e

ve
n
ts. 

T
h
e
 stra

ta
g
e
m

 w
o
rke

d
, a

t le
a
st fo

r a
 w

h
ile

. A
fte

r b
e
in

g
 re

le
a
se

d
 

fro
m

 th
e
 h

o
sp

ita
l, O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s tra

n
sfe

rre
d
 to

 a
n
o
th

e
r h

o
te

l, a
lth

o
u
g
h
 

h
is to

u
rist visa

 h
a

d
 e

xp
ire

d
. H

is d
ia

ry cla
im

s h
e

 w
a

s in
te

rvie
w

e
d

 b
y 

a
 n

e
w

 se
t o

f S
o

vie
t o

fficia
ls th

e
 sa

m
e

 a
fte

rn
o

o
n

. T
h

e
y a

ske
d

 h
im

 to
 

d
e
scrib

e
 th

e
 o

th
e
r o

fficia
ls h

e
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
, a

n
d
 to

o
k n

o
te

s. B
u
t th

e
se

 

b
u

reau
crats also

 p
u
t h

im
 o

ff. S
e
ve

ra
l fa

cto
rs m

u
st h

a
ve

 e
n
te

re
d
 in

to
 

th
e
ir d

e
cisio

n
—

a
m

o
n
g
 th

e
m

, O
sw

a
ld

's e
vid

e
n
t u

n
p
re

d
icta

b
ility a

n
d
 

th
e
 o

ve
ra

ll p
o
litica

l situ
a
tio

n
. W

h
ile

 O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s sa

ilin
g
 to

 E
u
ro

p
e
, 

S
o

vie
t P

re
m

ie
r N

ikita
 K

h
ru

sh
ch

e
v h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 to
u

rin
g

 th
e

 U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s 

a
fte

r m
e
e
tin

g
 w

ith
 P

re
sid

e
n
t E

ise
n
h
o
w

e
r a

t C
a
m

p
 D

a
vid

. T
h
e
 w

o
rld

 

p
ress w

as h
erald

in
g

 a p
o

ten
tial th

aw
 in

 th
e C

o
ld

 W
ar. 

P
riscilla Johnson thought the S

oviets w
e
re

 su
sp

icio
u
s o

f a
ll fo

re
ig

n
-

e
rs, in

clu
d
in

g
 th

o
se

 w
h
o
se

 id
e
o
lo

g
ica

l cre
d
e
n
tia

ls w
e
re

 u
n
q
u
e
stio

n
-

a
b
le

--a
s, o

f co
u
rse

, O
sw

a
ld

's w
e
re

 n
o
t. H

a
vin

g
 n

e
ve

r jo
in

e
d
 th

e
 C

o
m

-

m
u
n
ist p

a
rty, h

e
 h

a
d
 n

o
 id

e
o
lo

g
ica

l re
co

rd
. O

n
e
 o

f th
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
s th

e
 

se
co

n
d

 g
ro

u
p

 o
f o

fficia
ls a

ske
d

 h
im

 w
a

s, "W
h

a
t d

o
cu

m
e

n
ts d

o
 yo

u
 

h
a
ve

 to
 sh

o
w

 w
h
o
 a

n
d
 w

h
a
t yo

u
 a

re
?
" T

h
e
 o

n
ly th

in
g
 O

sw
a
ld

 co
u
ld

 

p
ro

d
u
ce

 w
a
s h

is M
a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s h
o
n
o
ra

b
le

 d
isch

a
rg

e
. 

A
fte

r w
a

itin
g

 fo
r th

re
e

 d
a

ys w
ith

o
u

t g
e

ttin
g

 a
n

 a
n

sw
e

r, O
sw

a
ld

 

d
e
cid

e
d
 to

 ta
ke

 a
ctio

n
 a

g
a
in

. H
e
 w

e
n
t to

 th
e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 E

m
b
a
ssy a

n
d
 

a
tte

m
p
te

d
 to

 s
ig

n
 a

w
a
y
 h

is
 c

itiz
e
n
s
h
ip

. A
s
 a

 n
o
n
-A

m
e
ric

a
n
 h

e
 

co
u
ld

n
't have b

e
e
n
 fo

rce
d
 to

 re
tu

rn
 to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s—
it w

o
u
ld

 

I have booked passage on a ship to E
urope. I w

ould have had to, sooner 
or later, and I think it's best I go now

. Just rem
em

ber above all else that 

any values are different from
 R

obert's or yours. It is difficult to tell you 

how
 I feel. Just rem

em
ber this is w

hat I m
ust do. I did not tell you about 

m
y plans because you could hardly be expected to u

n
d

erstan
d

. 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e

 first d
a

ys a
t se

a
 O

sw
a

ld
 sp

e
n

t m
o

st o
f h

is tim
e

 p
a

cin
g

 

b
a
ck a

n
d
 fo

rth
 o

n
 d

e
ck. T

h
e
re

 w
e
re

 o
n
ly th

re
e
 o

th
e
r p

a
sse

n
g
e
rs 

a
b
o
a
rd

: a retired
 arm

y co
lo

n
el an

d
 h

is w
ife, an

d
 a 17-year-o

ld
 stu

d
en

t, 

B
illy Jo

e L
o

rd
. T

h
ey fo

u
n

d
 th

eir fello
w

 p
assen

g
er to

 b
e vag

u
e ab

o
u

t 

h
is

 tra
v

e
l itin

e
ra

ry
 a

n
d

 b
itte

r a
b

o
u

t life
 in

 th
e

 U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s. H

e  

co
m

p
la

in
e
d
 a

b
o
u
t h

is m
o
th

e
r's circu

m
sta

n
ce

s, th
e
 fa

ct th
a
t sh

e
 h

a
d
 

to
 w

o
rk

 in
 a

 d
ru

g
s
to

re
 to

 g
e
t b

y
. W

h
e
n
 h

e
 s

a
w

 th
a
t B

illy
 J

o
e
, h

is
 

ro
o
m

m
a
te

, h
a
d
 b

ro
u
g
h
t a

 B
ib

le
, h

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 co

u
ld

n
't se

e
 h

o
w

 a
n
yo

n
e
 

co
u
ld

 b
e
lie

ve
 in

 G
o
d
 in

 lig
h
t o

f th
e
 fin

d
in

g
s o

f m
o
d
e
rn

 scie
n
ce

, sin
ce

 

"a
n
yo

n
e
 w

ith
 in

te
llig

e
n
ce

 w
o
u
ld

 re
co

g
n
ize

 th
e
re

 w
a
s o

n
ly m

a
tte

r." 

F
ro

m
 L

e
 H

a
rve

, F
ra

n
ce

, O
sw

a
ld

 sa
ile

d
 to

 S
o
u
th

a
m

p
to

n
, E

n
g
la

n
d
, 

w
h
e
re

 h
e
 to

ld
 cu

sto
m

s o
fficia

ls h
e
 p

la
n
n
e
d
 to

 sta
y in

 B
rita

in
 fo

r o
n
e
 

w
e
e
k b

e
fo

re
 p

ro
ce

e
d
in

g
 to

 sch
o
o
l in

 S
w

itze
rla

n
d
. O

n
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 d

a
y h

e
 



"vv- cos vvv0A
  
	

r 	
c 

w, d biryd 	
\ 	

00,74 
h 	 ilm

,,  o a g u v
o

, 	
ii) z1 ,14- 1 

0 _ 
4

f 0
1 -  M

a
u

, 4144,7Fo ry
 

am
-  k 

4- N
tiv7- 	

__,A, 
17), C

I. k,ofoi ta..44 1.440 
(
 

76:-.‘AALVA.,...&̀71')  k.  &A,  airtd". aro Iv
a
 1

- 01
4

 
.79 it 

‘vtim
) 0A

) t-  ! w
 w

to
 w

.  -t,A
. ■ ,c6tif p

o
o

l oi.ta cA
urps,f; viq • 

have m
ade it im

possible for Soviet officials to tell him
, as one already 

had, "G
o hom

e." A
lthough he didn't get to sign the papers that day, 

he eventually got w
hat he w

anted. W
hen he spoke to P

riscilla Johnson 
tw

o w
eeks later, he said the R

ussians had assured him
 he w

ould be 
allow

ed
 to stay. 

T
ow

ard
 th

e en
d

 of N
ovem

b
er th

e em
b

assy lost track
 of h

im
 in

 
M

oscow
. H

e surfaced in M
insk the follow

ing January. Som
e w

riters 
• 

suspect that during the interim
 O

sw
ald w

as being questioned by the 
K

G
B

. 
11t soil 4v.k

,i
i

, 	
L'e'n. 4 cci ,l.:i ''' 

L
ike his fellow

 radar operators, O
sw

ald had a low
 security clear- 

an
ce. In

 1954 Jah - D
iarrovarrrhtfort

f
i

- C
hierti(E

1 T
oro, listed 

th-e- ain
fid

en
tial in

orn
-
-1-

-
T

iliorC
S

V
-

Iff-
va w

as k
n

ow
n

 to h
ave h

ad
 access 

fer: - th
e-tication

 of every b
ase in

 th
e W

est C
oast area, th

eir rad
io 

frequencies and call signs, their radar capabilities, and the relative 
kb 	

strengths of all squadrons. (T
he radio frequencies and call signs w

ere 
s_ 

It3;
11 changed a ft er O

sw
ald's defection.) H

e also had som
e know

ledge of the 
U

-a and of a device called T
P

X
-t, w

hich w
as used to transfer radio 

1l'il 	
an

d
 rad

ar sign
als several m

iles aw
ay from

 th
eir sou

rce, d
ivertin

g 
i;14.1' m

issiles set to h
om

e in
 on

 th
em

. A
n

d
 h

e h
ad

 received
 in

stru
ction

 in
 

he then-new
 M

P
S [6 height-finding radar equipm

ent, w
hich could 

0, 	
locate p

lan
es, su

ch
 as th

e U
-z, at extrem

ely h
igh

 altitu
d

es. B
u

t h
e 

e
w

ou
ld

 n
ot h

ave h
ad

 th
e tech

n
ical: c pertise to reveal very m

uch about 
those devices. 	

.. m
tln

 0
4-  

W
hen O

sw
ald hinted U

lf - Snyder that he knew
 som

ething of special 
interest, he  m

ay have bc4n talking about the L
l-z. B

ut the R
ussians 

already knew
 a good deal about the A

ratericaid"m
ystery plane." O

ne 
intelligence observer has said that the Soviets m

ay have first learned 
about the U

-z from
 a U

krainian-born scientist and aerial photography 
specialist w

ho defected from
 the U

nited States in 1956. T
he existence 

of the plane w
as no secret. In M

arch 1958 the Japanese m
agazine A

ir 
R

eview
 published photographs of U

-zs taken by a 16-year-old boy 
standing off-base near a runw

ay of an A
m

erican installation. 
It w

as apparently standard practice for the Soviet intelligence ser- 
vices to debrief defectors, especially m

ilitary personnel. A
s one C

IA
 

officer has rem
arked, if nothing else, "they w

ill talk to a M
arine about 

close order drill." W
e m

ay assum
e O

sw
ald w

as debriefed. T
he im

por-
tant thing for our purposes, how

ever, is not that he m
ay have given 

( aw
ay secrets but that he didn't receive the favorable treatm

ent he had 
7-1 clearly expected as a rew

ard. 
A

ccording to his w
ife M

arina, he had com
e to her country hoping 

(
 to get an education. H

e applied for adm
ission to the P

atrice L
unium

ba 

I-- l 7
(‘` \r!FW

-k
-  O

i 
\-l

it il ta
t '\-1.".1 V

I\O
N

 k
id

r
to
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W
h

ile O
sw

ald
 w

as in
 M

in
sk

, th
e A

m
erican

 p
lots to assassin

ate 
F

idel C
astro begaa. T

h
e idea origin

ated du
rin

g th
e plan

n
in

g stages of 
the B

ay a f P
igs invasion, w

hile E
isenhe 
	w

as still m
 office 

few
 C

IA
 officials W

ere icava'rv=., T
he m

sionailnizaar, ni= w
et :an: 

7.131IIM
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 m
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; m

ast E
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U
niversity of F

riendship of P
eoples in M

oscow
, w

here students from
 

T
hird W

orld countries learned M
arxist ideology. H

e w
anted to study 

philosophy, econom
ics, and politics. B

ut in M
ay tg6t his application 

w
as turned dow

n. L
ooking back, K

erry T
hornley thought O

sw
ald 

m
ust have assum

ed that the R
ussians w

ould accept him
 in a "m

uch 
higher capacity" than they did. H

e thought O
sw

ald expected them
. 

"in his ow
n dream

s, to invite him
 to take a position in their govern-

m
ent, possibly as a technician, and I think he then felt he could go 

out into the w
orld, into the C

om
m

unist w
orld and distinguish him

self 
and w

ork his w
ay up into the party, perhaps." 

T
his .hope w

as, of course, com
pletely unrealistic. E

ven the m
ost 

celebrat 
	w

ere never given significant positions in the So- 
viet U

nion. G
uy B

urgess and D
onald M

acL
ean, high-level m

em
bers 

of B
ritish

 in
telligen

ce w
h

o h
ad

 b
een

 K
G

B
 agen

ts for m
an

y years, 
defected after learning they w

ere under suspicion by the B
ritish. A

fter 
being feted in M

oscow
, they w

ere given w
ork at the E

nglish D
epart-

m
ent of a governm

ent publishing house. A
nother defector, M

orris 
B

lock, w
as sent to O

dessa to w
ork as a shipfitter. L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald 

w
as sen

t to M
in

sk
 to w

ork
 in

 a rad
io factory. H

e lived
 th

ere from
 

January 196o until M
ay tabz, and for m

ore than half of that tim
e, he 

w
as trying to get out. 
W

hen R
ichard Snyder appeared before the W

arren C
om

m
ission 

som
eone w

anted to know
 w

hat his reaction
 w

as w
hen he heard O

s- 
w

ald had been sent to live in M
insk. Snyder, w

ho had once taken a 
w

alk around tow
n w

hile w
aiting for a train at M

insk, replied, "Serves 
him

 right." M
insk w

as heavily industrialized and unattractive. Its 
w

inters w
ere long and severe, quite different from

 anything O
sw

ald 
had ever experienced. H

e w
as given an expensive apartm

ent and a 
m

onthly stipend—
he lived w

ell, by R
ussian standards—

but he w
as 

assigned m
anual labor, w

h
ich

 he disliked. T
he records supplied by the 

Soviet governm
ent indicate that he m

ade a fam
iliar im

pression on his 
em

ployers: '.'C
itizen L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald reacts in an over-sensitive 

m
anner to rem

arks from
 th

e forem
en

, an
d

 is careless in
 h

is w
ork

. 
C

itizen
 L

. H
. O

sw
ald takes no part in the social life of the shop and 

k
eep

s very m
u

ch
 to h

im
self" 
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possibly unnecessary. 
F

rom
 the m

om
ent P

resident John F
. K

ennedy took office, C
uba 

w
as a troublesom

e burden. In his first S
tate of the U

nion m
essage he 

said. "In L
atin A

m
erica, C

om
m

unist agents seeking to exploit that 

region's peaceful revolution of hope have established a base on C
uba. 

. . O
ur objection w

ith C
uba is not over the people's drive for a better 

life. O
ur objection is to their dom

ination by foreign and dom
estic 

tyrannies." H
e w

arned that such dom
ination in L

atin A
m

erica "can 

never be negotiated." T
he public w

as alarm
ed by this new

 S
oviet ally 

—
"only 90 m

iles from
 M

iam
i," as the popular expression w

ent. A
 

m
onth after the B

ay of P
igs debacle, the H

ouse of R
epresentatives 

p
assed

 a reso
lu

tio
n
 d

eclarin
g
 th

at C
u
b
a w

as "a clear an
d
 p

resen
t 

d
an

g
er" to

 th
e W

estern
 H

em
isp

h
ere. E

d
ito

rial w
riters cited

 th
e 

M
o
n
ro

e D
o
ctrin

e an
d
 d

em
an

d
ed

 th
at th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n
 d

o
 all it 

could to get rid of the C
astro governm

ent. W
hen other m

ethods failed, 

the assassination idea bobbed to the surface again. 

N
obody know

s precisely w
ho ordered the assassination attem

pts. 

D
espite a thorough investigation in 1975, S

enator Frank C
hurch's 

sen
ate co

m
m

ittee o
n
 in

tellig
en

ce activ
ities co

u
ld

n
't d

eterm
in

e 

w
hether the C

IA
 acted on its ow

n or on orders from
 above. D

uring 

the investigation C
hurch predicted to the B

altim
ore Sun, "T

he people 

w
ill recognize that the C

IA
 w

as behaving during those years like a 
ro

g
u
e elep

h
an

t ram
p
ag

in
g
 o

u
t o

f co
n
tro

l," an
d
 th

e p
h
rase "ro

g
u
e 

elephant" quickly em
bedded itself in the public m

ind. B
ut that w

as 

not the conclusion reached by C
hurch's com

m
ittee in its report four 

m
onths later: 

T
h

e p
ictu

re th
at em

erges from
 th

e evid
en

ce is n
ot a clear on

e. . . T
h

e 

C
om

m
ittee finds that the system

 of executive com
m

and and control w
as 

so am
biguous that it is difficult to be certain at w

hat levels assassination 

activity w
as know

n and authorized. T
his situation creates the disturbing 

prospect that G
overnm

ent [i.e., C
IA

] officials m
ight have undertaken 

th
e assassin

ation
 p

lots w
ith

ou
t it h

avin
g b

een
 u

n
con

trovertib
ly clear 

th
at th

ere w
as exp

licit au
th

orization
 from

 th
e P

resid
en

ts. It is also 

p
ossib

le th
at th

ere m
igh

t h
ave b

een
 a su

ccessfu
l "p

lau
sib

le d
en

ial" in
 

w
hich P

residential authorization w
as issued but is now

 obscured. 

O
ne com

m
ittee m

em
ber has said that pinning dow

n responsibility 

for these activities w
as "like nailing lello to a w

all." T
he com

m
ittee 

ended up criticizing C
IA

 officials for failing on several occasions "to 

disclose their plans and activities to superior authorities, or to do so  

w
ith sufficient detail and clarity." B

ut it also criticized adm
inistration 

officials "for not ruling out assassination, particularly after certain 

A
dm

inistration officials had becom
e aw

are of prior assassination 

plans." 
T

hat last statem
ent w

as a reference to form
er A

ttorney G
eneral 

R
obert K

ennedy, w
ho served as a liaison w

ith the C
IA

 on C
uban 

policy for the W
hite H

ouse. O
n M

ay 7, 1962, K
ennedy had been 

inform
ed by C

IA
 general counsel L

aw
rence H

ouston and another 

C
IA

 officer, S
heffield E

dw
ards, that an interm

ediary for the C
IA

 had 

contacted M
afia leader S

am
 G

iancana before the B
ay of P

igs w
ith a 

proposition of paying st5o,000 to hire som
e hit m

en to go into C
uba 

and kill C
astro. K

ennedy w
as led to believe that this plot had been 

term
inated, but that w

as untrue. S
ince G

iancana's association w
ith 

the C
IA

 com
plicated the attorney general's ongoing attem

pt to prose-

cute G
iancana, he w

as furious. H
ouston recalled K

ennedy's resp
on

se: 

"If y
o
u
 h

av
e seen

 M
r. K

en
n
ed

y
's ey

es g
et steely

 an
d
 h

is jaw
 set 

. , his voice get low
 and precise, you get a definite feeling of unhappi-

ness." 
O

ne of the few
 things m

ade clear by the C
hurch com

m
ittee report 

w
as that, follow

ing the B
ay of P

igs hum
iliation, the K

ennedy adm
inis-

tration put considerable pressure on the C
IA

 to "do som
ething about 

C
astro." R

obert K
ennedy's notes of a W

hite H
ouse m

eeting on N
o-

vem
ber 4, 1961, indicate that he w

anted stronger covert action against 

C
uba: "M

y idea is to stir things up on [the] island w
ith espionage, 

sabotage, general disorder, run and operated by C
ubans them

selves 

w
ith every group but B

atistaites &
 C

om
m

unists. D
o riot know

 if w
e 

w
ill be successful in overthrow

ing C
astro but w

e have nothing to lose 

in m
y estim

ate." 
O

n N
ovem

ber t6 P
resident K

ennedy delivered a speech 
at 

the 

U
niversity of W

ashington in w
hich he said, "W

e cannot, as a 
free 

nation, com
pete w

ith our adversaries in tactics of terror, aw
issina-

don, false prom
ises, counterfeit m

obs and crises." B
ut at the end of 

that m
onth, the president authorized a m

ajor new
 covert action pro-

gram
 called M

O
N

G
O

O
SE

, the purpose of w
hich w

as to "use our availa-

ble assets ... to help C
uba overthrow

 the C
om

m
unist regim

e." It w
as 

a project designed to use C
uban exiles in intelligence and sabotage 

activities aim
ed tow

ard an internal revolt against the C
astro govern-

m
ent—

the sam
e idea R

obert K
ennedy had outlined earlier. 

O
n January 19, 1962, a m

eeting of M
O

N
G

O
O

S
E

 participants w
as 

held in the attorney general's office, and the notes taken by a C
IA

 

executive assistant contain the follow
ing account of w

hat R
obert 
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K
e
n
n
e
d
y to

ld
 th

e
m

: 

C
onclusion O

verthrow
 of C

astro is P
ossible 

.. a so
lu

tio
n

 to
 th

e C
u

b
an

 p
ro

b
lem

 to
d

ay carried
 to

p
 p

rio
rity in

 

U
.S

. G
o

vt. N
o

 tim
e, m

o
n

ey, effo
rt—

o
r m

an
p

o
w

er is to
 b

e sp
ared

." 

"Y
esterd

ay . . . th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 in
d

icated
 to

 h
im

 th
at th

e fin
al 

ch
ap

ter h
ad

 n
o

t b
een

 w
ritten

—
it's g

o
t to

 b
e d

o
n

e an
d

 w
ill b

e d
o

n
e." 

F
o
rm

e
r C

IA
 D

ire
c
to

r R
ic

h
a
rd

 H
e
lm

s
 to

ld
 th

e
 c

o
m

m
itte

e
 th

a
t 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 M

O
N

G
O

O
S

E
 p

e
rio

d
 "it w

a
s
 m

a
d
e
 a

b
u
n
d
a
n
tly

 c
le

a
r 

... to
 e

ve
ryb

o
d
y in

vo
lve

d
 in

 th
e
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
 th

a
t th

e
 d

e
sire

 w
a
s to

 g
e
t 

rid
 o

f th
e
 C

a
stro

 re
g
im

e
 a

n
d
 to

 g
e
t rid

 o
f C

a
stro

 . . . th
e
 p

o
in

t w
a
s 

th
a
t n

o
 lim

ita
tio

n
s
 w

e
re

 p
u
t o

n
 th

is
 in

ju
n
c
tio

n
." A

s
 th

e
 p

re
s
s
u
re

 

in
c
re

a
s
e
d
, h

e
 s

a
id

, "o
b
v
io

u
s
ly

 th
e
 e

x
te

n
t o

f th
e
 m

e
a
n
s
 th

a
t o

n
e
 

th
o
u
g
h
t w

e
re

 a
va

ila
b
le

 . in
cre

a
se

d
 to

o
." H

e
 a

d
d
e
d
, "In

 th
e
 p

e
rce

p
-

tio
n
s o

f th
e
 tim

e
 a

n
d
 th

e
 th

in
g
s w

e
 w

e
re

 tryin
g
 to

 d
o
 th

is w
a
s o

n
e
 

h
u
m

a
n
 life

 a
g
a
in

s
t m

a
n
y
 o

th
e
r h

u
m

a
n
 liv

e
s
 th

a
t w

e
re

 b
e
in

g
 lo

s
t 

... p
e
o
p
le

 w
e
re

 lo
sin

g
 th

e
ir live

s in
 ra

id
s, a

 lo
t o

f p
e
o
p
le

 h
a
d
 lo

st th
e
ir 

life
 a

t th
e
 B

a
y o

f P
ig

s, a
g
e
n
ts w

e
re

 b
e
in

g
 a

rre
ste

d
 le

ft a
n
d
 rig

h
t an

d
 

p
u
t b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 w

a
ll a

n
d
 s

h
o
t." H

e
lm

s
 te

s
tifie

d
 th

a
t he re

ce
ive

d
 n

o
 

d
ire

ct o
rd

e
r to

 a
ssa

ssin
a
te

 C
a
stro

, b
u
t h

e
 to

ld
 th

e
 co

m
m

itte
e
: "I h

a
ve

 

te
s
tifie

d
 a

s
 b

e
s
t I c

o
u
ld

 a
b
o
u
t th

e
 a

tm
o
s
p
h
e
re

 o
f th

e
 tim

e
, w

h
a
t I 

u
n
d
e
rsto

o
d
 w

a
s d

e
sire

d
, a

n
d
 I d

o
n
't w

a
n
t to

 ta
ke

 re
fu

g
e
 in

 sa
yin

g
 th

a
t 

I w
a
s in

stru
cte

d
 to

 sp
e
cifica

lly m
u
rd

e
r C

a
stro

." 

O
th

e
r a

d
m

in
is

tra
tio

n
 o

ffic
ia

ls
 b

a
c
k
e
d
 u

p
 H

e
lm

s
's

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f th

e
 

' crisis. F
o
rm

e
r S

e
cre

ta
ry o

f D
e
fe

n
se

 R
o
b
e
rt M

cN
a
m

a
ra

 te
stifie

d
, "W

e
 

w
e
re

 h
y
s
te

ric
a
l a

b
o
u
t C

a
s
tro

 a
t th

e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 B

a
y
 o

f P
ig

s
 a

n
d
 

th
e
re

a
fte

r, a
n
d
 . .. th

e
re

 w
a
s p

re
ssu

re
 fro

m
 [P

re
sid

e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y a

n
d
 

th
e
 a

tto
rn

e
y g

e
n
e
ra

l) to
 d

o
 so

m
e
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t C

a
stro

." B
u
t h

e
 a

d
d
e
d
, 

"I d
o
n
't b

e
lie

ve
 w

e
 co

n
te

m
p
la

te
d
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. W

e
 d

id
, h

o
w

e
ve

r, 

co
n
te

m
p
la

te
 o

ve
rth

ro
w

." 

N
e
ve

rth
e
le

ss, ta
lk o

f a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 w

a
s in

 th
e
 a

ir in
 1

9
6
1
. G

e
o
rg

e
 

S
m

a
th

e
rs, fo

rm
e
r se

n
a
to

r fro
m

 F
lo

rid
a
 and a

n
 o

ld
 frie

n
d
 o

f th
e
 p

re
si-

d
e
n
t's, to

ld
 th

e
 C

h
u
rch

 co
m

m
itte

e
 th

a
t th

e
 su

b
je

ct ca
m

e
 u

p
 d

u
rin

g
 a

 

co
n
ve

rsa
tio

n
 h

e
 h

a
d
 w

ith
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y o

n
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 la
w

n
. H

e
 

te
stifie

d
 th

a
t th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t a

ske
d
 h

im
 "w

h
a
t re

a
ctio

n
 I th

o
u
g
h
t th

e
re

 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e
 th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t S

o
u
th

 A
m

e
rica

 w
e
re

 F
id

e
l C

a
stro

 to
 b

e
 a

ssa
s-

sin
a
te

d
." A

fte
r S

m
a
th

e
rs to

ld
 h

im
 th

a
t it w

o
u
ld

 o
n
ly re

su
lt in

 u
n
fa

vo
r-

a
b
le

 p
u
b
licity fo

r th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s, K
e
n
n
e
d
y a

g
re

e
d
 w

ith
 h

im
. (It w

a
s 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y's h

a
b
it to

 a
sk a

ll m
a
n
n
e
r o

f q
u
e
stio

n
s o

f to
 o

b
ta

in
 in

fo
rm

a
-

tio
n
.) 
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L
a
te

r o
n
, K

e
n
n
e
d
y le

t S
m

a
th

e
rs kn

o
w

 h
e
 d

id
n
't w

a
n
t to h

e
a
r a

n
y 

m
o
re

 a
b
o
u
t C

u
b
a
. O

n
e
 e

ve
n
in

g
 w

h
e
n
 S

m
a
th

e
rs w

a
s a

 d
in

n
e
r g

u
e
st: 

I just happened to m
ention ... som

ething about C
uba, and the P

resident 

to
o

k h
is fo

rk an
d

 cracked
 th

e p
late . . . an

d
 says, fo

r G
o

d
s sakes, q

u
it 

talkin
g

 ab
o

u
t C

u
b

a. 

O
n
 N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 9

, 1
9
6
1
, re

p
o
rte

r T
a
d
 S

zu
lc w

a
s a

ske
d
 b

y R
o
b
e
rt 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y to

 m
e
e
t w

ith
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t, o

ff th
e
 re

co
rd

, to
 d

iscu
ss th

e
 

situ
a
tio

n
 in

 C
u
b
a
. T

h
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t a

ske
d
 S

zu
lc a

 n
u
m

b
e
r o

f q
u
e
stio

n
s 

a
b
o
u
t co

n
ve

rsa
tio

n
s h

e
 h

a
d
 h

a
d
 w

ith
 C

a
stro

 a
n
d
 w

h
a
t h

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e
 

U
n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 m

ig
h
t d

o
 a

b
o
u
t C

u
b
a
, e

ith
e
r in

 a
 h

o
s
tile

 w
a
y
 o

r in
 

e
s
ta

b
lis

h
in

g
 s

o
m

e
 k

in
d
 o

f d
ia

lo
g
u
e
. K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 th

e
n
 a

s
k
e
d
, "W

h
a
t 

w
o
u
ld

 yo
u
 th

in
k ill o

rd
e
re

d
 C

a
stro

 to
 b

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
te

d
?
" T

a
ke

n
 a

b
a
ck, 

S
z
u
lc

 to
ld

 h
im

 h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 s
tro

n
g
ly

 d
is

a
p
p
ro

v
e
 o

f th
e
 id

e
a
 fo

r b
o
th

 

e
th

ica
l a

n
d
 p

ra
g
m

a
tic re

a
so

n
s. S

zu
lc sa

id
 th

a
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y re

p
lie

d
, "I 

a
g
re

e
 w

ith
 yo

u
 co

m
p
le

te
ly." T

h
e
 n

o
te

s S
zu

lc w
ro

te
 sh

o
rtly a

fte
r th

e
 

m
e
e
tin

g
 co

n
tin

u
e
: 

JFK
 said he raised question because he w

as under terrific pressure from
 

ad
visers (th

in
k h

e said
 in

tellig
en

ce p
eo

p
le, b

u
t n

o
t p

o
sitive) to

 o
kay a 

C
astro m

urder. said he w
as resisting pressure. 

O
fficia

lly, th
e
 C

IA
 w

a
s a

g
a
in

st th
e
 id

e
a
 a

s w
e
ll. O

n
ly th

e
 m

o
n
th

 

b
e
fo

re
, its B

o
a
rd

 o
f N

a
tio

n
a
l E

stim
a
te

s h
a
d
 p

re
p
a
re

d
 a

 p
a
p
e
r fo

r th
e
 

p
re

sid
e
n
t w

h
ich

 co
n
clu

d
e
d
 th

a
t "it is h

ig
h
ly im

p
ro

b
a
b
le

 th
a
t a

n
 e

xte
n
-

sive
 p

o
p
u
la

r u
p
risin

g
 co

u
ld

 b
e
 fo

m
e
n
te

d
" a

g
a
in

st C
a
stro

 a
n
d
 th

a
t 

C
a
stro

's d
e
a
th

 "w
o
u
ld

 a
lm

o
st ce

rta
in

ly n
o
t p

ro
ve

 fa
ta

l to
 th

e
 re

g
im

e
." 

A
fte

r h
e
a
rin

g
 th

is so
m

e
tim

e
s co

n
tra

d
icto

ry te
stim

o
n
y, so

m
e
 co

m
-

m
itte

e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs ca

m
e
 to

 fe
e
l th

a
t a

 B
e
cke

t-like
 situ

a
tio

n
 m

a
y h

a
ve

 

d
e
ve

lo
p
e
d
 in

 w
h
ich

 C
IA

 o
fficia

ls ca
rrie

d
 o

u
t w

h
a
t th

e
y b

e
lie

ve
d
 to

 b
e
 

th
e
 w

ish
e
s o

f th
e
ir su

p
e
rio

rs. A
t o

n
e
 p

o
in

t, S
e
n
a
to

r C
h
a
rle

s M
a
th

ia
s 

q
u
e
stio

n
e
d
 R

ich
a
rd

 H
e
lm

s: 

Q
. L

et m
e d

raw
 an

 exam
p

le fro
m

 h
isto

ry. W
h

en
 T

h
o

m
as B

ecket w
as 

p
ro

vin
g

 to
 b

e an
 an

n
o

yan
ce. [like] C

astro
, th

e K
in

g
 said

 w
h

o
 w

ill n
d

 

m
e o

f th
is m

an
. H

e d
id

n
't say to

 so
m

eb
o

d
y, g

o
 o

u
t an

d
 m

u
rd

er h
im

. H
e 

said
 w

h
o

 w
ill rid

 m
e o

f th
is m

an
, an

d
 let it g

o
 at th

at. 

A
. T

hat is a w
arm

in
g

 referen
ce to

 th
e p

ro
b

lem
. 

Q
. Y

o
u

 feel th
at sp

an
s th

e g
en

eratio
n

s an
d

 th
e cen

tu
ries?

 

A
. I th

in
k it d

o
es, sir. 

Q
. A

n
d

 th
at is typ

ical o
f th

e kin
d

 o
f th

in
g

 w
h

ich
 m

ig
h

t b
e said

, w
h

ich
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ald's G

im
e 

m
ig

h
t b

e taken
 b

y th
e D

irecto
r o

r b
y an

yb
o

d
y else as P

resid
en

tial 
authorization to go forw

ard? 
A

. That is right. B
ut in answ

er to that, 1 a
ttire

  that one sort of grow
s 

up in (the) tradition of the lim
e and 1 think that any of us w

ould have 
found it very difficult to discuss assassinations w

ith a P
resident of the 

U
nited S

tates. I just think w
e all had the feeling that w

e're hired . . , 
to keep those things out of the O

val O
ffice. 

Q
. Yet at the sam

e tim
e you felt that som

e spark had been transm
itted. 

that that w
as w

ithin the perm
issible lim

its? 
A

. Y
es, and if he had disappeared from

 the scene they w
ould not have 

been unhappy. 

C
....\  

T
h

e first kn
o

w
n

 C
IA

 p
lo

t to
 assassin

ate F
id

el C
astro

 w
as set in

to
 

m
o

tio
n

 in
 A

u
g

u
s

i. ,  e
n

 a
n

 o
ffi cial in

 th
e C

IA
's O

ffice o
f M

ed
ical 

S
ervices w

as g
iven

 a b
o

x o
f C

astro
's favo

rite cig
ars an

d
 asked

 to
 treat 

th
em

 w
ith

 p
o

iso
n

. A
fter b

ein
g

 d
o

cto
red

, th
e cig

ars w
ere h

an
d

ed
 o

ver 
to

 an
 u

n
id

en
tified

 co
n

sp
irato

r o
n

 F
eb

ru
ary 13, 1961. 

\147- 	
C

w
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1
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Y
v
.n

g
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6... G
ettin

g O
u

t 

F
E

B
R

U
A

R
Y

 13, 1961: A
t th

e A
m

erican
 E

m
b

assy in
 M

o
sco

w
, R

ich
ard

 
S

n
yd

er fo
u

n
d

 o
n

 h
is d

esk a letter fro
m

 L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald
, w

h
o

m
 h

e 
h

ad
n

't seen
 o

r h
eard

 fro
m

 in
 o

ver a year. O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 

retu
rn

 to
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates, b
u

t h
e w

as w
o

rried
 ab

o
u

t th
e recep

tio
n

 
h

e m
ig

h
t g

et fro
m

 th
e A

m
erican

 au
th

o
rities. H

e w
ro

te, "I d
esire to

 
retu

rn
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, th

at is if w
e co

u
ld

 co
m

e to
 so

m
e ag

ree-
m

en
t co

n
cern

in
g

 th
e d

ro
p

p
in

g
 o

f an
y leg

al p
ro

ceed
in

g
s ag

ain
st m

e." 
asked

 to
 h

ave h
is p

assp
o

rt retu
rn

ed
 an

d
 co

n
clu

d
ed

, "I h
o

p
e th

at in
 

recallin
g

 th
e resp

o
n

sib
ility I h

ave to
 A

m
erica th

at yo
u

 rem
em

b
er 

yo
u

rs in
 d

o
in

g
 everyth

in
g

 yo
u

 can
 to

 h
elp

 m
e sin

ce I am
 an

 A
rn

en
can

 
citizen." 

O
n

 F
eb

ru
ary 28 S

n
yd

er rep
lied

. H
e asked

 O
sw

ald
 to

 co
m

e to
 M

o
s-

co
w

 fo
r an

 in
terview

 to
 d

eterm
in

e h
is citizen

sh
ip

 statu
s. U

n
su

re ab
o

u
t 

th
e referen

ce to
 "leg

al p
ro

ceed
in

g
s," S

n
yd

er also
 sen

t a d
isp

atch
 to

 
th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t ab

o
u

t O
sw

ald
's letter, askin

g
 w

h
eth

er h
e m

ig
h

t 
face p

ro
secu

tio
n

 o
n

 h
is retu

rn
, an

d
 if so

, sh
o

u
ld

 S
n

yd
er tell h

im
 th

at?
 

T
h

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t resp

o
n

d
ed

 b
y sayin

g
 it h

ad
 n

o
 w

ay o
f kn

o
w

in
g

 
w

h
eth

er O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 b

ro
ken

 an
y law

s an
d

 co
u

ld
 o

ffer h
im

 n
o

 g
u

aran
-

tees. It cau
tio

n
ed

 S
n

yd
er n

o
t to

 retu
rn

 h
is th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e S

o
viet m

ails 
u

n
d

er an
y circu

m
stan

ces. 
O

sw
ald

 d
id

n
't w

an
t to

 g
o

 to
 M

o
sco

w
 to

 b
e in

terview
ed

—
h

e w
as 

a
fra

id
 h

e
 m

ig
h

t b
e

 a
rre

s
te

d
 th

e
 m

in
u

te
 h

e
 s

e
t fo

o
t o

n
 A

m
e

ric
a

n
 

territo
ry at th

e em
b

assy. O
n

 M
arch

 ix h
e w

ro
te S

n
yd

er ag
ain

 sayin
g

 
h

e fo
u

n
d

 it "in
co

n
ven

ien
t" to

 co
m

e to
 M

o
sco

w
: 
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5
 

an
o

th
er R

u
ssian

 g
irl, E

lla G
erm

an
, an

d
 L

id
 b

een
 tu

rn
ed

 d
o

w
n

—
h

e 
m

arried
 M

arin
a o

n
 th

e reb
o

u
n

d
, h

e said
, to

 h
u

rt E
lla an

d
 d

id
n

't fall 
in

 lo
v
e
 w

ith
 M

a
rin

a
 u

n
til a

fte
r th

e
ir m

a
rria

g
e
\. ,T

h
a

t m
a

y
 h

ave been 
tru

e
. B

u
t it w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e

n
 u

n
u

s
u

a
l fo

r O
s

w
a

l/o
 ta

k
e

 a
 s

te
p

 lik
e

 
m

arriag
e w

ith
o

u
t co

n
sid

erin
g

 h
o

w
 it w

o
u

ld
 affect ks p

lan
s to

 leave 
R

u
ssia. E

ven
tu

ally h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

ave to
 g

o
 to

 th
e em

b
ers y_ D

id
 it o

ccu
r 

to
 h

im
 th

at if th
e A

m
erican

s in
ten

d
ed

 to
 arrest h

im
 it m

ig
h

t be to his 
ad

van
tag

e to
 h

ave a R
u

ssim
iT

vifen
kfo

T
eh

iS
-w

ed
d

itig
 O

sw
iia,M

V
trrg

 
c

a
tiiin

a
s

k
o

m
-h

ic
fa

rrtily
, w

a
s

 c
o

m
p

le
te

ly
 a

lo
n

e
. If th

4
rn

e
ri-  

can
s h

ad
 w

an
ted

 to
 take h

im
 in

to
 cu

sto
d

y at th
e em

b
assy an

d
 

h
im

 aw
ay to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates to

 stan
d

 trial, n
o

 o
n

e b
u

t O
sw

ald
 w

o
u

ltL
 K

, 
h

ave p
ro

tested
. M

arryin
g

 a R
u

ssian
 citizen

 g
ave h

im
so

m
e revefag

e. 
If h

e w
ere arrested

 n
o

w
, h

is w
ife co

u
ld

 p
ro

test to
 th

e S
o

viet g
o

vern
-

m
en

t—
th

u
s raisin

g
 th

e sp
ecter o

f an
 "in

tern
atio

n
al in

cid
en

t." 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 M

arin
a d

id
n

't realize it u
n

til after th
eir m

arriag
e, O

sw
ald

 
h

ad
 to

ld
 h

er m
an

y lies d
u

rin
g

 th
eir co

u
rtsh

ip
. H

e h
ad

 said
 h

e w
as 24, 

in
creasin

g
 h

is ag
e b

y th
ree years. H

e to
ld

 h
er h

is m
o

th
er w

as d
ead

. 
A

n
d

 h
e m

ain
tain

ed
 th

at h
e h

ad
 ren

o
u

n
ced

 h
is A

m
erican

 citizen
sh

ip
 

an
d

 co
u

ld
 n

ever g
o

 b
ack to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. H

avin
g

 g
ro

w
n

 u
p

 in
 th

e 
S

o
viet U

n
io

n
, M

arin
a co

u
ld

 u
n

d
erstan

d
 so

m
eo

n
e w

an
tin

g
 to

 keep
 

s
e

c
re

ts
 fro

m
 p

o
te

n
tia

l in
fo

rm
e

rs
. B

u
t a

s
 M

c
M

illa
n

 p
u

t it, "M
a

rin
a

 
so

o
n

 realized
 th

at h
er h

u
sb

an
d

's secretiven
ess w

as o
f an

o
th

er kin
d

 
en

tirely. H
e to

ld
 lies w

ith
o

u
t p

u
rp

o
se o

r p
o

in
t, lies th

at w
ere b

o
u

n
d

 
to

 b
e fo

u
n

d
 o

u
t. H

e liked
 h

avin
g

 secrets fo
r th

eir o
w

n
 sake. H

e sim
p

ly 
en

jo
yed

 co
n

cealm
en

t." 
A

 fe
w

 w
e

e
k

s
 a

fte
r th

e
ir w

e
d

d
in

g
 th

e
y

 w
e

n
t to

 s
e

e
 a

 P
o

lis
h

 s
p

y
 

m
o

vie. C
o

m
in

g
 o

u
t o

f th
e th

eater L
ee rem

arked
, "I'd

 lo
ve a life like 

th
at." W

h
en

 M
arin

a exp
ressed

 su
rp

rise, h
e exp

lain
ed

, "I'd
 lo

ve th
e 

d
an

g ue rir. n"
 

D
u

rin
g

 th
eir co

u
rtsh

ip
 M

arin
a also

 b
eg

an
 to

 n
o

tice O
sw

ald
's in

ter-
est in

 C
u

b
a. In

 m
id

-A
p

ril an
 arm

y o
f C

u
b

an
 exiles su

p
p

o
rted

 b
y th

e 
U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 in

v
a

d
e

d
 C

u
b

a
 a

t th
e

 B
a

y
 o

f P
ig

s
 a

n
d

 w
a

s
 q

u
ic

k
ly

 
d

efeated
. M

arin
a h

eard
 O

sw
ald

 co
n

d
em

n
 th

e in
vasio

n
 an

d
 A

m
erican

 
p

o
licy to

w
ard

 C
u

b
a an

d
 F

id
el C

astro
 in

 g
en

eral. H
e to

o
k h

er to
 see 

a S
o

viet film
 ab

o
u

t C
astro

 an
d

 afterw
ard

 sp
o

ke o
f h

im
 as "a h

ero
" an

d
 

"a very sm
art statesm

an
." O

sw
ald

 so
u

g
h

t o
u

t th
e C

u
b

an
 stu

d
en

ts 
livin

g
 in

 M
in

sk—
th

ere w
ere ab

o
u

t th
ree h

u
n

d
red

 o
f th

em
—

to
 fin

d
 o

u
t 

m
o

re ab
o

u
t C

astro
's revo

lu
tio

n
. T

h
e stu

d
en

ts h
e m

et w
ere d

isap
-

p
o

in
ted

 in
 R

u
ssia, as h

e w
as. A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 M

arin
a, h

e felt th
e C

u
b

an
s 

w
o

u
ld

 su
cceed

 in
 creatin

g
 an

 eg
alitarian

 so
ciety w

h
ere th

e R
u

ssian
s 

h
ad

 failed
. 

a4 O
sw

ald
's G

am
. 

I see no reason for any prelim
inary inquiries not to be put to m

e in the 
form

 of a questionnaire and sent to m
e. I understand that personal 

interview
s undoubtedly m

ake the w
ork of the E

m
bassy staff lighter than 

w
ritten correspondence how

ever, in som
e cases other m

eans m
ust be 

em
ployed. 

S
n

yd
er rep

lied
 o

n
 M

arch
 
2
4
, restatin

g
 th

e n
eed

 fo
r h

im
 to

 co
m

e to
 

M
o

sco
w

. A
n

d
 th

ere th
e m

atter rested
, fo

r th
e m

o
m

en
t—

a stan
d

o
ff'. 

M
e
a

n
w

h
ile

, s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 e

ls
e

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 o

n
 in

 O
s
w

a
ld

's
 life

. O
n

 
M

arch
 17 h

e h
ad

 m
et M

arin
a P

ru
sako

va, an
 attractive to

-year-o
ld

 g
irl, 

at a d
an

ce at th
e M

in
sk P

alace o
f C

u
ltu

re, H
e saw

 h
er o

n
ce m

o
re at 

an
o

th
er d

an
ce th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 w

eek. S
o

o
n

 after, O
sw

ald
 w

en
t in

to
 th

e 
h

o
sp

ital fo
r an

 ad
en

o
id

 o
p

eratio
n

, an
d

 M
arin

a visited
 h

im
 th

ere sev-
e

ra
l tim

e
s

. A
fte

r ju
s

t th
e

s
e

 fe
w

 m
e

e
tin

g
s

—
a

n
d

 a
 s

to
le

n
 k

is
s

 o
n

 a
 

h
o

sp
ital stairw

ay—
O

sw
ald

 p
ro

p
o

sed
. M

arin
a, an

 o
rp

h
an

, lived
 w

ith
 

h
er A

u
n

t V
alya an

d
 U

n
cle Ilya, sleep

in
g

 in
 th

eir livin
g

 ro
o

m
. W

h
en

 
O

sw
ald

 w
as released

 fro
m

 th
e h

o
sp

ital o
n

 A
p

ril ii, sh
e in

vited
 h

im
 

h
o

m
e fo

r d
in

n
er. O

sw
ald

 to
ld

 h
er relatives h

e h
ad

 co
m

e to
 R

u
ssia to

 
learn

 th
e tru

th
 ab

o
u

t it, n
o

t ju
st th

e "tru
th

" sh
o

w
n

 to
 to

u
rists. H

e to
ld

 
th

em
 h

e w
as h

ap
p

y th
ere. A

s h
e w

as leavin
g

 fo
r w

o
rk, Ilya p

u
t h

is 
arm

 aro
u

n
d

 O
sw

ald
's sh

o
u

ld
ers an

d
 to

ld
 h

im
, "T

ake care o
f th

is g
irl. 

S
h

e h
as p

len
ty o

f b
reezes in

 h
er b

rain
." 

M
arin

a h
ad

 n
o

t yet d
ecid

ed
 to

 say yes. S
h

e w
o

u
ld

 later ad
m

it th
at 

sh
e h

ad
 b

een
 attracted

 to
 O

sw
ald

 b
ecau

se h
e w

as an
 A

m
erican

, so
m

e-
o

n
e o

u
t o

f th
e o

rd
in

ary co
m

p
ared

 to
 h

er R
u

ssian
 b

o
yfrien

d
s. T

h
e fact 

th
at h

e h
ad

 a p
rivate ap

artm
en

t w
as ap

p
ealin

g
, as w

ell. B
u

t M
arin

a 
h

a
s

 a
ls

o
 s

a
id

, "1
 fe

ll in
 lo

v
e

 w
ith

 th
e

 m
a

n
." In

 h
e

r b
io

g
ra

p
h

y
 o

f 
M

a
rin

a
, P

ris
c
illa

 J
o

h
n

s
o

n
 M

c
M

illa
n

 n
o

te
d

 th
a
t th

e
 id

e
a
l m

a
n

 o
f 

M
arin

a's im
ag

in
atio

n
 w

as P
ech

o
rin

, th
e p

ro
tag

o
n

ist o
f M

ikh
ail L

er-
m

o
n

to
v
's

 s
to

ry
 "A

 H
e
ro

 o
f O

u
r T

im
e
." S

h
e
 w

ro
te

, "V
e
n

g
e
fu

l a
n

d
 

co
ld

, P
ech

o
rin

 is fo
rever sp

in
n

in
g

 w
eb

s o
f in

trig
u

e th
at d

estro
y all 

th
o

se w
h

o
se lives to

u
ch

 h
is o

w
n

." M
cM

illan
 p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t th

at P
ech

o
-

rin
 sh

u
n

n
ed

 em
o

tio
n

al co
n

tact w
ith

 o
th

er p
eo

p
le an

d
 b

o
asted

, "H
o

w
 

m
an

y tim
es h

ave I p
layed

 th
e p

art o
f an

 axe in
 th

e h
an

d
s o

f fate?
 F

am
e 

is a q
u

estio
n

 o
f lu

ck. T
o

 o
b

tain
 it, yo

u
 o

n
ly h

ave to
 b

e n
im

b
le." 

O
n

 A
p

ril 18 O
sw

ald
 p

ro
p

o
sed

 ag
ain

 an
d

 in
sisted

 th
at th

ey b
e m

ar-
ried

 rig
h

t aw
ay o

r b
reak u

p
—

h
e co

u
ld

n
't g

o
 o

n
 seein

g
 h

er, h
e said

, 
w

ith
o

u
t h

a
v
in

g
 h

e
r. T

h
e
y
 w

e
re

 m
a
rrie

d
 a

s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 it c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

r-
ran

g
ed

, o
n

 A
p

ril 3o
. T

h
ey h

ad
 kn

o
w

n
 each

 o
th

er fo
r six w

eeks. 

,C
ould there have been som

e reason other than passion for O
sw

ald's 
su

d
d

en
 d

ecisio
n

 to
 m

arry?
 H

e later claim
ed

 th
at h

e h
ad

 p
ro

p
o

sed
 to
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O
n

 M
ay t6, less th

an
 th

ree w
eeks after h

is m
arriag

e, O
sw

ald
 w

ro
te 

th
e A

m
erican

 em
b

assy in
 a fam

iliar vein
: 

I w
ish to m

ake it clear that I am
 asking not only for the right to return 

to the U
nited S

tates, but also for full guarantees that I shall not, under 
any circum

stances, be prosecuted for any act to this case.... U
nless you 

think this condition can be m
et, I see no reason for a continuance of our 

correspondence. Instead, I shall endeavour to use m
y relatives in the 

U
nited S

tates, to see about getting som
ething dow

n in W
ashington. 

H
e in

fo
rm

ed
 th

e em
b

assy h
e h

ad
 g

o
tten

 m
arried

: "M
y w

ife is R
u

ssian
 

. an
d

 is q
u

ite w
illin

g
 to

 leave th
e S

o
viet U

n
io

n
 w

ith
 m

e. . • ." H
e 

s
a
id

 h
e
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t le

a
v
e
 w

ith
o

u
t h

e
r, a

d
d

in
g

, "S
o

 w
ith

 th
is

 e
x
tra

 

co
m

p
licatio

n
, I su

g
g

est yo
u

 d
o

 so
m

e ch
eckin

g
 u

p
 b

efo
re ad

visin
g

 m
e  

fu
rth

er." 
E

a
rlie

r th
a
t m

o
n

th
 O

s
w

a
ld

 h
a
d

 w
ritte

n
 a

 le
tte

r to
 h

is
 b

ro
th

e
r 

R
o

b
ert, h

is first sin
ce 14359, w

h
en

 h
e to

ld
 R

o
b

ert h
e n

ever w
an

ted
 to

 

h
ear fro

m
 h

im
 ag

ain
. A

ctin
g

 as th
o

u
g

h
 n

o
th

in
g

 h
ad

 h
ap

p
en

ed
, L

e e  

in
fo

rm
ed

 R
o

b
ert o

f h
is m

arriag
e an

d
 in

vited
 h

im
 to

 visit h
im

 in
 R

u
ssia 

so
m

etim
e. T

estin
g

 th
e w

aters, h
e said

 n
o

th
in

g
 ab

o
u

t h
is p

lan
s to

 

retu
rn

. H
e also

 w
ro

te to
 h

is m
o

th
er fo

r th
e first tim

e in
 a vear an

d
 

a h
alf. A

fter R
o

b
ert an

sw
ered

 in
 a frien

d
ly m

an
n

er, O
sw

ald
 w

ro
te a 

seco
n

d
 tim

e o
n

 M
ay 31: "I can

't say w
h

eth
er I w

ill ever g
et b

ack to
 

th
e S

tates o
r n

o
t, if I can

 g
et th

e g
o

vern
m

en
t to

 d
ro

p
 ch

arg
es ag

ain
st 

m
e, an

d
 g

et th
e R

u
ssian

s to
 let m

e o
u

t w
ith

 m
y w

ife, th
en

 m
ayb

e 

be seeing you again. B
u

t yo
u

 kn
o

w
 it is n

o
t sim

p
le fo

r eith
er o

f th
o

se 

tw
o

 th
in

g
s." 

W
h

e
n

 h
e
 h

a
d

 re
c
e
iv

e
d

 n
o

 re
s
p

o
n

s
e
 to

 h
is

 m
o

s
t re

c
e
n

t le
tte

r to
 

S
n

yd
er b

y Ju
ly, O

sw
ald

 d
ecid

ed
 to

 take h
is vacatio

n
 an

d
 fly to

 M
o

s-

co
w

. H
e still su

sp
ected

 h
e w

as w
alkin

g
 in

to
 a trap

. H
e to

ld
 M

arin
a 

th
e em

b
assy w

as en
titled

 to
 arrest h

im
 b

ecau
se, "I th

rew
 m

y p
assp

o
rt 

o
n

 th
e tab

le an
d

 said
 I d

id
n

't w
an

t to
 b

e a citizen
 an

ym
o

re." A
lw

ays 

sen
sitive to

 h
is leg

al rig
h

ts, O
sw

ald
 m

u
st h

ave kn
o

w
n

 th
at th

at actio
n

 

w
asn

't en
o

u
g

h
 to

 p
u

t h
im

 in
 jail. M

o
re likely, h

e w
as w

o
rried

 h
e w

o
u

ld
 

b
e accu

sed
 o

f g
ivin

g
 th

e S
o

viets m
ilitary in

fo
rm

atio
n

, as h
e h

ad
 th

reat-

en
ed

 to
 d

o
. 

S
in

ce O
sw

ald
 h

ad
n

't let th
e em

b
assy kn

o
w

 h
e w

as co
m

in
g

, R
ich

ard
 

S
n

yd
er w

as su
rp

rised
 to

 see th
is b

ad
 p

en
n

y tu
rn

 u
p

. S
n

yd
er rem

em
-

b
e
re

d
 h

im
 a

s
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
s
t o

b
n

o
x
io

u
s
 y

o
u

n
g

 m
e
n

 h
e
 h

a
d

 e
v
e
r 

kn
o

w
n

. S
in

ce it w
as a S

atu
rd

ay, th
e co

n
su

lar o
ffices w

ere clo
sed

, an
d

 

S
n

y
d

e
r s

u
g

g
e

s
te

d
 h

e
 re

tu
rn

 th
e

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 M

o
n

d
a

y
. O

s
w

a
ld

 te
le

- 

p
h

o
n

ed
 M

arin
a an

d
 asked

 h
er to

 jo
in

 h
im

, assu
rin

g
 h

er, "It's o
kay. 

T
h

ey d
id

n
't arrest m

e." S
h

e flew
 to

 M
o

sco
w

 o
n

 S
u

n
d

ay an
d

 acco
m

-

p
an

ied
 h

im
 to

 th
e em

b
assy th

e n
ext d

ay. 
T

o
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
 w

h
e

th
e

r O
s

w
a

ld
 h

a
d

 c
o

m
m

itte
d

 a
n

y
 e

x
p

a
tria

tin
g

 

acts, the em
bassy personnel questioned him

 at length about his activi-

ties sin
ce h

e h
ad

 co
m

e to
 th

e S
o

viet U
n

io
n

. W
as h

e a S
o

viet citizen
, 

th
ey asked

?
 N

o
. H

ad
 h

e ap
p

lied
 fo

r citizen
sh

ip
?

 N
o

. H
ad

 h
e taken

 an
 

o
ath

 o
f alleg

ian
ce to

 th
e S

o
viet U

n
io

n
?

 N
o

. H
ad

 h
e m

ad
e an

y state-

m
ents for the S

oviet press or for audiences? N
o. H

ad he joined a S
oviet 

tra
d

e
 u

n
io

n
?

 N
o

. W
h

e
n

 h
e
 w

a
s
 a

s
k
e
d

 w
h

e
th

e
r h

e
 h

a
d

 g
iv

e
n

 th
e
 

R
u

ssian
s in

fo
rm

atio
n

 h
e h

ad
 acq

u
ired

 as a rad
ar o

p
erato

r, h
e rep

lied
 

That he w
as never in fact subjected to any questioning concerning his 

life or experiences prior to entering the S
oviet U

nion, and never pro-
vided such inform

ation to any S
oviet organ.... that he doubted in tact 

that he w
ould have given such inform

ation if requested despite his 
statem

ents m
ade at the E

m
bassy. 

T
h

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt n

o
ted

 th
at so

m
e o

f th
ese an

sw
ers w

ere u
n

-

d
o

u
b

ted
ly false. O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 alm
o

st certain
ly ap

p
lied

 fo
r S

o
viet citi-

zen
sh

ip
, h

e h
ad

 a m
em

b
ersh

ip
 card

 in
 a S

o
viet trad

e u
n

io
n

, an
d

 "h
is • 

assertio
n

 to
 S

n
yd

er th
at h

e h
ad

 n
ever b

een
 q

u
estio

n
ed

 b
y S

o
viet 

au
th

o
rities co

n
cern

in
g

 h
is life in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates is sim

p
ly u

n
b

eliev-

ab
le." b

u
t at th

e tim
e, sin

ce O
sw

ald
's an

sw
ers in

d
icated

 h
e w

as still 

an
 A

m
erican

 citizen
 an

d
 th

ere w
as n

o
 w

ay o
f p

ro
vin

g
 o

th
erw

ise, th
e 

em
b

assy h
ad

 little ch
o

ice b
u

t to
 co

n
clu

d
e th

at h
e h

ad
 n

o
t exp

atriated
 

h
im

self. In
 a d

isp
atch

 to
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t, S

n
yd

er rep
o

rted
 O

s-

w
ald

's m
an

y d
en

ials an
d

 ad
d

ed
: 

O
sw

ald indicated som
e anxiety as to w

hether, should he return to the 
U

nited S
tates, he w

ould face possible lengthy im
prisonm

ent for his act 
of rem

aining in the S
oviet U

nion. O
sw

ald w
as told inform

ally that the 
Em

bassy did not perceive, on the basis of the inform
ation in its pcssi.s-

sion, on w
hat grounds he m

ight be subject to conviction leading to 
punishm

ent of such severity as he apparently had in m
ind. it w

as clearly 
stated to him

, how
ever, that the E

m
bassy could give him

 no assurance 
as to w

h
e

th
e

r upon his desired return to the U
nited S

tates he m
ight be 

liable to prosecution for offenses com
m

itted in violation of law
s of the 

U
nited S

tates or of any of its States. O
sw

ald said he understood this. H
e 

h
ad

 sim
p

ly felt th
at in

 h
a o

w
n

 in
terest h

e co
u

ld
 n

o
t g

o
 b

ack to
 th

e 
U

nited S
tates if it m

eant returning to a num
ber of years in prison, and 

had delayed approaching S
oviet authorities concerning departing from
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4a
it 

T
h
e
 re

p
o
rt co

n
clu

d
e
d
 th

a
t "a

 g
re

a
t ch

a
n
g
e
 m

u
st h

a
ve

 o
ccu

rre
d
 in

 
O

sw
ald's thinking to induce him

 to return to the U
nited S

tates," and /11.121-4
4
., 

suggested that he cam
e back chastened—

his return "publicly testified 
to

 th
e
 u

tte
r fa

ilu
re

 o
f w

h
a
t h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 th

e
 m

o
st im

p
o
rta

n
t a

ct o
f h

is 
life." T

he idea that O
sw

ald had leaned his lesson and w
as hum

bled 
w

a
s, o

f co
u

rse
, th

e
 sa

m
e

 im
p

re
ssio

n
 h

e
 h

a
d

 cre
a

te
d

 w
ith

 R
ich

a
rd

 
S

nyder. 
B

ut O
sw

ald's actual purpose in w
riting the diary is suggested by its 

contents. ,  P
oint by point, the diary covered m

ost of the questions he 
had been asked at the em

bassy. It begins w
ith his arrival in M

oscow
 

fa
ll o

f h
o

p
e

 a
n

d
 id

e
a

lism
. It d

e
scrib

e
s h

is a
tte

m
p

t to
 re

n
o

u
n

ce
 h

is 
citize

n
sh

ip
—

o
m

ittin
g
 h

is th
re

a
t to

 g
ive

 a
w

a
y se

cre
ts. A

 N
o
ve

m
b
e
r 

e
n

try m
e

n
tio

n
s th

e
 in

te
rvie

w
 h

e
 h

a
d

 w
ith

 A
lin

e
 M

o
sb

y, w
h

ich
 h

e
 

knew
 had been published in the U

nited S
tates: "I give m

y story, allow
 

pictures, later story is distorted, sent w
ithout m

y perm
ission, that is; 

b
e
fo

re
 I e

ve
r sa

w
 a

n
d
 0

.K
.fe

d
 h

e
r sto

ry." H
is q

u
e
stio

n
in

g
 b

y S
o
vie

t 
officials is m

ade to appear extrem
ely perfunctory. 

T
h

e
 d

ia
ry cla

im
s h

e
 w

a
s o

ffe
re

d
 S

o
vie

t citize
n

sh
ip

 b
u

t tu
rn

e
d

 it 
dow

n. It says he w
as asked to address a m

eeting of w
orkers in M

insk 
but politely refused. It says nothing of his joining a trade union. A

fter 
re

co
rd

in
g

 h
is g

ro
w

in
g

 d
isillu

sio
n

m
e

n
t w

ith
 th

e
 S

o
vie

t syste
m

, h
e

 
w

rote: 

0,4
4

4  •
 A

v
i-14-1111 

1
7

4
7

1
 4

1
4

., 4
2

:o
h

tv}, tiot 

$
8
... O

sw
ald's G

am
s 

the S
oviet U

nion until h
e "h

ad
 th

is en
d

 o
f th

e th
in

g
 straig

h
ten

ed
 o

u
t." 

S
nyder concluded: 

T
w

enty m
onths of the realities of life in the S

oviet U
nion have clearly 

had a m
aturing effect on O

sw
ald. H

e stated frankly that he had learned 
a hard lesson the hard w

ay and that he had been com
pletely relieved of 

h
is illu

sio
n

s ab
o

u
t th

e S
o

viet U
n

io
n

 at th
e sam

e tim
e th

at h
e acq

u
ired

 
a n

ew
 u

n
d

erstan
d

in
g

 an
d

 ap
p

reciatio
n

 o
f th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates an
d

 th
e 

m
eaning of freedom

. M
uch of the arrogance and bravado w

hich charac-
terized him

 on his first visit to the E
m

bassy appears to have left him
. 

W
h
e
n
 M

cM
illa

n
 re

a
d
 th

a
t la

st p
a
ssa

g
e
 to

 M
a
rin

a
 O

sw
a
ld

 a
fte

r th
e
 

assassination, M
arina burst out laughing and rem

arked that "w
ithout 

a
n
 u

lte
rio

r p
u
rp

o
se

 h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 n
e
ve

r h
a
ve

 sa
id

 a
n
y su

ch
 th

in
g
." 

It now
 appeared that he w

ould be allow
ed to go hom

e. B
ut despite 

the assurances S
nyder had given him

, O
sw

ald rem
ained w

a
ry

. U
pon 

returning to M
insk w

ith his w
ife, he began preparing a cover story to 

protect him
self, just as he had done w

hen he planned his defection. 
A

fte
r th

e
 a

a
sa

a
sin

a
tio

n
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 ite

m
s fo

u
n

d
 a

m
o

n
g

 O
sw

a
ld

's 
belongings w

as a tw
elve-page handw

ritten account of his life in R
ussia 

w
h

ich
 h

e
 h

a
d

 g
ra

n
d

ly e
n

title
d

 "H
isto

ric D
ia

ry." W
h

e
n

 portions of the 
diary appeared in the new

s m
edia, O

sw
ald's m

elodram
atic tone m

ad e  
it appear as if he w

ere a highly em
otional young m

an w
ho had becom

e 
thoroughly disillusioned w

ith the S
oviet U

nion. W
hat no one realized 

th
e
n
 w

a
s th

a
t th

e
 "H

isto
ric D

ia
ry" w

a
s n

o
t a

 d
ia

ry a
t a

ll—
th

a
t is, it 

w
as not a daily, spontaneous account of his experiences in R

ussia. It 
h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 w

ritte
n
 u

p
 after h

is Ju
ly in

te
rvie

w
 a

t th
e

 e
m

b
a

ssy.' 
T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission staff noticed anachronism
s in the diary, 

E
ntries for particular days som

etim
es alluded to events that hadn't yet 

occurred. B
ecause of these discrepancies, the W

arren R
eport noted 

th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 a

p
p
a
re

n
tly w

ritte
n
 m

a
n
y e

n
trie

s a
t a

 la
te

r d
a
t e, 

possibly w
ith "future readers in m

ind," and that it w
asn't an accurate 

guide to the details of his activities. D
espite this skepticism

, how
ever, 

the report relied on the diary to establish O
sw

ald's state of m
ind w

hen 
h

e
 d

e
cid

e
d

 to
 re

tu
rn

 to
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. It q
u

o
te

d
 a

n
 e

n
try d

a
te

d
 

January 4-31, tgari. 

I am
 starting to reconsider m

y desire about staying. The w
ork is drab, 

th
e m

o
n

ey I g
et h

as n
o

w
h

ere to
 b

e sp
en

t. N
o

 night clu
b

s o
r b

o
w

lin
g

 
alleys, no places of recreation except the trade union dances. 1 have had 

Feb. ist [416/1 M
ake m

y first req
u

est o
f A

m
erican

 E
m

b
assy, M

o
s-

cow
 for reconsidering m

y position. I
 stated "

I w
o

u
ld

 like to
 g

o
 b

ack to
 

U
.S

." 
Feb. 28th 

I receive letter fro
m

 E
m

b
assy. R

ich
ard

 E
. S

n
yd

er stated
 

"I co
u

ld
 co

m
e in

 fo
r an

 in
terview

 an
ytim

e I w
an

ted
." 

M
arch 1—

t6 I now
 live in a stale of expectation about going back to 

th
e U

.S
 

O
sw

ald didn't m
ention his concern about the possibility he w

ould be 
arrested. T

he rest of the diary depicted a continuing disillusionm
ent 

w
ith the S

oviet U
nion and an uncharacteristic silence about politics. 

In short, the "H
istoric D

iary" w
as a self-serving account that could 

be used as evidence that he had violated no A
m

erican law
s. It m

ay 
also have served to get 	

case he 
w

as questioned by the authorities after he arrived in the U
nited S

tates, 
as indeed he w

ould be. 

k
4
4
 

 

A
t 

IA 

 

if. 

 
 

enough. 
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PO
... O

sw
ald's G

am
s 

G
etting O

ut ... 9 

\
.. B

y Jan
u

ary 
	th

e o
n

ly h
itch

 rem
ain

in
g

 w
as g

ettin
g

 th
e A

m
eri. 

citig
 to

 ag
ree to

 let M
arin

a co
m

e in
to

 th
e co

u
n

try. T
h

e em
b

assy w
ro

te 

O
sw

ald
 su

g
g

estin
g

 th
at h

e p
reced

e h
is w

ife to
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates, b
u

t 

h
e refu

sed
. S

o
m

etim
es h

e w
o

u
ld

 tell: M
arin

a, "If it h
ad

n
't b

een
 fo

r 

yo
u

, I co
u

ld
 h

ave g
o

n
e to

 A
m

erica lo
n

g
 ag

o
." A

n
d

 sh
e w

o
u

ld
 co

u
n

ter 

h
is accu

satio
n

 w
ith

 p
erh

ap
s m

o
re tru

th
 th

an
 sh

e realized
, "T

h
e o

n
ly 

re
a
s
o

n
 y

o
u

're
 w

a
itin

g
 fo

r m
e
 is

—
y
o

u
're

 a
fra

id
 th

e
y
'll a

rre
s
t y

o
u

 if 

yo
u

're alo
n

e." 
D

u
rin

g
 Jan

u
ary O

sw
ald

 g
o

t tro
u

b
lin

g
 n

ew
s fro

m
 h

is m
o

th
er, w

h
o

 

w
ro

te h
im

 th
at th

e M
arin

es h
ad

 ch
an

g
ed

 h
is h

o
n

o
rab

le d
isch

arg
e to

 

a d
ish

o
n

o
rab

le (in
 fact, an

 "u
n

d
esirab

le") d
isch

arg
e. H

e m
u

st h
ave 

su
sp

ected
 th

is ch
an

g
e w

as a p
relu

d
e to

 crim
in

al ch
arg

es, fo
r o

n
 Jan

u
-

ary 3o
 h

e w
ro

te R
o

b
ert: 

Y
ou once said that you asked around about w

hether or not the U
.S

. 
governm

ent had any charges against m
e, you said at that tim

e "no," 
m

aybe you should ask around again, it's possible now
 that the govern-

m
ent know

s I'm
 com

ing they'll have som
ething w

aiting.... If you find 
out any inform

ation about m
e, please let m

e know
. I'd like to be ready 

on the draw
 so to speak. 

O
n

 th
e sam

e d
ay h

e also
 w

ro
te Jo

h
n

 C
o

n
n

ally, w
h

o
 b

e b
elieved

 w
as 

still secretary o
f th

e n
avy. (C

o
n

n
ally w

as b
y th

at tim
e g

o
vern

o
r o

f 

T
e
x
a
s
.) O

s
w

a
ld

's
 le

tte
r to

 h
im

 w
a
s
 a

 s
h

re
w

d
 m

ix
tu

re
 o

f g
a
ll a

n
d

 

dissem
bling: 

I w
ish

 to
 call yo

u
r atten

tio
n

 to
 a case ab

o
u

t w
h

ich
 yo

u
 m

ay h
ave 

personal know
ledge since you are a resident of Ft. W

orth as I am
. In 

N
ovem

ber 1959 an event w
as w

ell publicized in the Ft. W
orth new

spa-
pers concerning a person w

ho had gone to the S
oviet U

nion to reside 
for a short tim

e (m
uch in the sam

e w
ay E

. H
em

ingw
ay resided in P

aris). 
This person, in answ

ers to
 questions put to him

 by reporters in M
os-

cow
 criticized certain facets of A

m
erican life. The story w

as blow
n up 

into another "turncoat" sensation, w
ith the result that th

e
 N

avy depart-
m

ent gave this person a belated dishonourable discharge, although he 
had received an honourable discharge after three years service on S

ept. 
1959 at E

l Toro M
arine C

orps base in C
alifornia. 

These are the basic facts of m
y

 case. 
I have and alw

ays had the full sanction of the U
.S

. E
m

bassy, M
oscow

 
U

S
S

12iiid
itin

ce the U
.S. governm

ent 
nasrm
i

n returning to 
the U

.S
.A

. in this y
e

a
r w

ith the aid of the U
.S

. E
m

bassy, bringing w
ith 

1
1
0
4
 O

C
I-j "id 

m
e m

y fam
ily (since I m

arried in the U
S

S
R

) I shall em
ploy all m

eans 

to right this gross m
istake or injustice to a boni-fled [sic] U

.S. citizen and 
ex-service m

an. The U
.S

. governm
ent has no charges or com

plaints 
against m

e. I ask you to look into this case and take the necessary steps 

to
 rep

air th
e d

am
ag

e d
o

n
e to

 m
e an

d
 m

y fam
ily. F

o
r in

fo
rm

atio
n

 I 

w
ould direct you to consult the A

m
erican Em

bassy, C
hikovski St. 19/21, 

M
oscow

, U
S

S
R

. 

C
o

n
a
lly

 re
fe

rre
d

 h
is

 le
tte

r to
 th

e
 D

e
p

a
rtm

e
n

t o
f th

e
 N

a
v
y
, w

h
ic

h
 

in
fo

rm
ed

 O
sw

ald
 th

at it co
n

tem
p

lated
 n

o
 ch

an
g

e in
 h

is u
n

d
esirab

le 

discharge. 
O

n
 F

eb
ru

ary 15 O
sw

ald
 w

ro
te R

o
b

ert o
n

ce m
o

re. A
fter in

d
icatin

g
 

th
at h

e an
d

 M
arin

a h
ad

 received
 th

eir S
o

viet exit visas, h
e said

: 

The chances of our com
ing to the S

tates are very good. .. . 
H

ow
 are things at your end? I heard over the voice of A

m
erica that 

they released P
ow

ers, ihe U
z spy plane fellow

. That's big new
s w

here 
you are I suppose. H

e seem
ed to be a nice, bright, A

m
erican-type fellow

, 
w

hen I saw
 him

 in M
oscow

. 
Y

ou w
ouldn't have any clippings from

 the N
ovem

ber 1959 new
spa-

pers of Ft. W
orth, w

ould you? 
I am

 beginning to get interested in just w
hat they did say about m

e 
and m

y trip here. 
The inform

ation m
ight com

e in handy w
hen I get back. I w

ould hate 
to com

e back com
pletely unprepared. 

O
sw

ald
 m

ay h
ave h

ad
 a p

articu
lar reaso

n
 fo

r m
en

tio
n

in
g

 F
ran

cis 

G
ary P

o
w

ers. 
T

h
e R

u
ssian

s h
ad

 created
 an

 in
tern

atio
n

al sen
satio

n
 b

y sh
o

o
tin

g
 

d
o

w
n

 P
o

w
ers's U

-z p
lan

e in
 M

ay 196o
. P

o
w

ers co
o

p
erated

 w
ith

 h
is 

cap
to

rs b
y revealin

g
 w

h
at h

e kn
ew

, an
d

 P
resid

en
t E

isen
h

o
w

er w
as 

forced to adm
it that the U

nited S
tates had been conducting reconriais-

san
ce flig

h
ts o

ver S
o

viet territo
ry. It w

as o
n

e o
f th

e S
o

viets' m
o

st 

im
p

ressive p
ro

p
ag

an
d

a co
u

p
s ever. T

h
at A

u
g

u
st, P

o
w

ers w
en

t o
n

 trial 

in
 M

o
sco

w
. O

sw
ald

 co
u

ld
n

't h
ave m

issed
 h

earin
g

 ab
o

u
t it—

excerp
ts 

fro
m

 th
e trial b

ecam
e d

aily fare o
n

 S
o

viet televisio
n

, an
d

 a m
o

vie o
f 

th
e trial m

ad
e th

e ro
u

n
d

s at n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 th

eaters. D
u

rin
g

 h
is trial 

P
o

w
ers's d

efen
se atto

rn
ey, M

ikh
ail G

rin
iev, h

ad
 em

p
h

asized
 th

at 

"th
e d

ivu
lg

en
ce o

f state secrets in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates is p
u

n
ish

ab
le b

y 

ten
 years' im

p
riso

n
m

en
t, o

r a fin
e o

f ten
 th

o
u

san
d

 d
o

llars, o
r b

o
th

." 

G
rin

iev p
o

in
ted

 o
u

t th
at P

o
w

ers h
ad

 said
: "I kn

o
w

 th
at I sh

all b
e tried

 

in
 y

o
u

r c
o

u
rt, b

u
t if I h

a
p

p
e
n

 to
 re

tu
rn

 h
o

m
e
 I s

h
a
ll b

e
 tried

 th
ere 

f/14.0 
44-t 

A
ludelowe

 	
C

L%
 
k

i t( C-) ,  



9
2
 O

s
w

a
ld

's
 G

lu
m

 

as w
ell." In February t962 P

ow
ers w

as exchanged for an im
prisoned 

R
u

ssian
 sp

y, C
o

lo
n

el R
u

d
o

lf A
b

el. 
The ten-year sentence for divulging state secrets m

ay have been the 

kind of lengthy prison sentence O
sw

ald w
as w

orried about. O
ver and 

over he had asked R
obert to look into certain unspecified charges he 

m
ig

h
t b

e faced
 w

ith
. R

o
b

ert ap
p

aren
tly d

id
n

't kn
o

w
 w

h
at h

e w
as 

talking about. H
e m

ay have w
anted R

obert to send him
 the new

spaper 

clippings so h
e could find out w

hether anything had been said about 

h
is th

reat to
 exp

o
se m

ilitary secrets. In
 an

y case, th
e P

o
w

ers case 

stayed on his m
ind, for tw

o w
eeks later he w

rote R
obert: "In another 

m
onth or so it'll start to thaw

 out here although I suppose it's already 

h
o

t in
 T

exas. I h
eard

 a "vo
ice o

f A
m

erica" p
ro

g
ram

 ab
o

u
t th

e R
u

s-

sians releasing P
ow

ers. I hope they aren't going to try him
 in the U

.S
. 

o
r an

yth
in

g
." 

B
y M

ay the paperw
ork w

as finally com
pleted and the O

sw
alds and 

their infant daughter June left the S
oviet U

nion. It had taken O
sw

ald 

fifteen m
onths to get out. O

n board the S
S

 M
aasdam

 O
sw

ald found 

som
e stationery and spent hours in the ship's library w

riting about 

politics- S
till w

orried about his reception, he prepared him
self for the 

hostile questions A
m

eican reporters m
ight ask a returning defector. 

H
e com

piled a list of possible questions and rw
o

 sets of answ
ers—

one 

g
ivin

g
 san

itized
 resp

o
n

ses rem
in

iscen
t o

f h
is d

iary an
d

 th
e o

th
er 

g
ivin

g
 w

h
at w

as evid
en

tly th
e tru

th
. H

ere are so
m

e o
f th

e d
u

al an
-

sw
ers he gave. 
V

h
y
 did you

 go to th
e S

oviet U
n

ion
? O

ne response w
as that he w

ent 

as a tourist "to see the land, the people and how
 their system

 w
orks." 

T
h

e o
th

er, th
at h

e w
en

t "as a m
ark o

f d
isg

u
st an

d
 p

ro
test ag

ain
st 

A
m

erican political policies in foreign countries, m
y personal sign of 

discontent and horror at the m
isguided line of reasoning of the U

.S
. 

G
o

vern
m

en
t." 

W
h

at are th
e ou

tstan
din

g differen
ces betw

een
 th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

 an
d 

th
e U

n
ited S

tares? A
nsw

ers: "freedom
 of speech, travel, outspoken 

o
p

p
o

sitio
n

 to
 u

n
p

o
p

u
lar p

o
licies, freed

o
m

 to
 b

elieve in
 g

o
d

," an
d

 

"N
o

n
e, excep

t in
 th

e U
.S

. th
e livin

g
 stan

d
ard

 is a little h
ig

h
er, free-

dom
s are about the sam

e, m
edical aid and the education system

 in the 

U
S

S
R

 is b
etter th

an
 in

 th
e U

S
A

." 
A

re you
 a C

om
m

u
n

ist? "N
o, of course not...." and "Y

es, basically, 

alth
o

u
g

h
 I h

ate th
e U

S
S

R
 an

d
 [th

e] so
cialist system

 I still th
in

k 

M
arxism

 can w
ork under different circum

stances." 

The defector w
as com

ing hom
e, essentially unchanged. 

7... H
om

ecom
in

g 

O
N

 June 8, 1962, a Fort W
orth new

spaper carried a photograph of 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald
 an

d
 an

 article h
ead

lin
ed

, "E
x-M

arin
e R

ep
o

rted
 

o
n

 W
ay B

ack fro
m

 R
u

ssia." S
ix d

ays later th
e O

sw
ald

s arrived
 at 

L
o

ve F
ield

, th
e D

allas airp
o

rt. R
o

b
ert an

d
 h

is fam
ily m

et th
em

 an
d

 

brought them
 hom

e to stay until they could get settled—
they w

ould 

live at R
obert's for about a m

onth. O
sw

ald had cautioned his brother 

to m
ake no statem

ents to the press before he got hom
e—

"N
one at 

allr—
and now

, w
hen reporters called the house O

sw
ald refused to 

talk w
ith

 th
em

. A
 w

eek later a F
ort W

orth
 P

ress w
riter sen

t h
im

 a 

letter askin
g

 fo
r an

 in
terview

, sayin
g

 th
at O

sw
ald

's sto
ry m

ig
h

t b
e 

salable to a m
agazine or book publisher or possibly even to the m

ovies. 

• The w
riter w

arned O
sw

ald he m
ight have trouble finding a job in Fort 

W
orth: "Y

ou w
ould be surprised how

 m
any people still link the nam

e 

L
ee O

sw
ald

 w
ith

 'traito
r' an

d
 'tu

rn
co

at.' " O
sw

ald
 n

ever an
sw

ered
. 

M
arina enjoyed her first taste of A

m
erican life. R

obert's w
ife, V

ada, 

cut her hair and gave her a perm
anent, and M

arina seem
ed delighted 

w
ith the w

ay she looked. S
he bought her first pair of shorts and w

as 

overw
helm

ed by the superm
arkets. B

efore long O
sw

ald w
ould begin 

speaking disparagingly of his w
ife as a typical A

m
erican girl, s

o
m

e
o

n
e
 

m
ore interested in m

aterial things than in im
portant political issu

es. 

H
e w

ould com
plain that he had thought he m

arried a different sort 

o
f g

irl. "a R
u

ssian
 g

irl." 
O

n June 19 O
sw

ald called on P
eter G

regory, a S
iberian-born petro-

leum
 engineer w

ho taught R
ussian at the Fort W

orth P
ublic Library. 

O
sw

ald asked if G
regory w

ould w
rite him

 a letter of recom
m

endation, 

certifying his com
petence in the R

ussian language, so that he m
ight 

93 
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sw
ald's G

am
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j
.11014(..,  

try
 to

 g
et a jo

b
 as a translator. (O

sw
ald w

as by this tim
e fluent in 

us 
	

...
.G

regory opened a book at random
 and had O

sw
ald reat—criTr  

him
, then gave him

 the letter he w
anted. T

hrough G
regory, O

sw
ald 

w
ould m

eet other m
em

bers of the R
ussian-speaking E

m
igre com

m
u-

nity in the area. 
M

eanw
hile, the F

ort W
orth F

B
I had taken note of O

sw
ald's return. 

S
pecial A

gent John F
ain saw

 O
sw

ald's picture in the paper and called 

M
arguerite, and then R

obert, to locate O
sw

ald and arrange for an 

interview
. O

sw
ald w

ent dow
n to the F

B
I office and spoke to F

ain and 

another agent for about tw
o hours. F

ain found him
 to be "insolent and 

tense." W
hen F

ain asked him
 w

hy he w
ent to R

ussia, O
sw

ald said 

"b
ecau

se I w
an

ted
 to

" an
d
 "to

 see th
e co

u
n
try

." T
h
e F

B
I ag

en
t 

w
anted to m

ake sure O
sw

ald w
asn't going to be recruited by S

oviet 
.0 

intelligence, and on this point O
sw

ald "seem
ed to be just a little bit 

V
"

 0
44' 

derisive of our questions, and hesitated to bring out w
hether or not 

. 
the S

oviet intelligence officials m
ight have been interested in him

 or 

m
ig

h
t h

av
e co

n
tacted

 h
im

. . . . H
e ju

st d
id

n
't th

in
k
 h

e w
as th

at 

im
p

o
rtan

t; in
 o

th
er w

o
rd

s, th
at th

ey
 w

ou
ld

 w
an

t to
 co

n
tact h

im
." 

A
ccc

—
g  to F

ain's w
ritten report, O

sw
ald denied that he had tried 

to renounce his A
m

erican citizenship or that he had said he w
ould 

reveal radar secrets to the S
oviets. F

ain asked O
sw

ald to take a lie 

detector test on w
hether he had dealings w

ith S
oviet intelligence and 

O
sw

ald refused. 
In m

id-July he got a job as a sheet-m
etal w

orker for a m
anufacturer 

of louvers and ventilators and m
oved his fam

ily to an apartm
ent on 

M
ercedes S

treet, in a low
-incom

e area of F
ort W

orth. H
e spent m

uch 

of his free tim
e reading books on history and politics he'd checked out 

of the library. A
s soon as he had settled, he sent an airm

ail paym
ent 

to T
h

e W
orker for renew

al of his subscription. O
n A

ugust tz he sent 

a letter to the S
ocialist W

orkers party asking for inform
ation, and the 

p
arty

 sen
t h

im
 so

m
e literatu

re. H
e also

 w
ro

te to
 th

e F
air P

lay
 fo

r 

C
uba C

om
m

ittee in N
ew

 Y
ork and received som

e pam
phlets. 

A
gent F

ain hadn't been satisfied w
ith O

sw
ald's responses in their 

first m
eeting. H

e decided to interview
 O

sw
ald again on A

ugust t6, and 

w
ent to the M

ercedes S
treet address. T

he interview
 w

ent over the 

sam
e ground and yielded sim

ilar denials. M
arina recalled: 

L
ee had just retu

rn
ed

 from
 w

ork
 an

d
 w

e w
ere gettin

g read
y to h

ave 

dinner w
hen a car drove up and [a] m

an introduced him
self and asked 

L
ee to step out and talk to him

. T
here w

as another m
an in the car. T

hey 

talked for about tw
o hours and I w

aa very angry, because everything had 

H
om

ecom
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gotten
 cold

.... I ask
ed

 w
h

o th
ese [m

en
] w

ere, an
d

 h
e w

as very u
p

set 

over the fact that the FB
I w

as in
terested

 in
 h

im
.... L

ee said
 th

at th
e 

F
B

I had told him
 that in the event som

e R
ussians m

ight visit him
 and 

w
ou

ld
 try to recru

it h
im

 to w
ork

 for th
em

, h
e sh

ou
ld

 n
otify th

e F
B

I 

agen
ts. I d

on
't k

n
ow

 to w
h

at exten
t th

is w
as tru

e.... h
e said

 th
at th

ey 

saw
 C

om
m

unists in everybody and they are m
uch afraid ... inasm

uch 

as I h
ad

 retu
rn

ed
 [w

ith
 h

im
] from

 R
u

ssia. 

T
h

e F
B

I's co
n

cern
 w

as th
at th

e S
o

v
iets m

ig
h

t b
e ab

le to
 co

erce 

O
sw

ald into intelligence w
ork because M

arina had relatives in R
ussia. 

O
sw

ald quickly developed w
hat an acquaintance w

ould call an
 "

ex-

trem
e allerg

y
 to

 th
e F

B
I." F

ain
 h

ad
 g

o
tten

 O
sw

ald
's n

ew
 ad

d
ress 

from
 R

obert, and from
 that point on, w

henever O
sw

ald m
oved, he 

rented a post office box and refused to give R
obert his hom

e address. 

A
fter this F

B
I visit, M

arina says he rem
ained nervous and irritable 

for som
e tim

e. If the past is any guide, his fear of being arrested m
ust 

have been renew
ed. 

O
sw

ald
' d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

 it, b
u
t b

efo
re F

ain
 retired

 in
 O

cto
b
er, h

e 

determ
ined that O

sw
ald w

asn't w
orking in a sensitive industry, and 

decided to close his case, at least tem
porarily.' 

M
any of the R

ussian-speaking ém
igrés in the D

allas–F
ort W

orth 

area had heard about O
sw

ald's arrival, and they w
ere eager to find out 

about current conditions in the S
oviet U

nion. P
eter G

regory gave a 

dinner party to introduce the O
sw

alds to G
eorge B

ouhe and A
nna 

M
eller. L

ike m
ost of the E

m
igres, B

ouhe and M
eller w

ere strongly 

anti-C
om

m
unist. T

hey quickly discovered they had nothing in com
-

m
on w

ith O
sw

ald politically. W
hen B

ouhe asked about the living 

standards of the R
ussian w

orker, O
sw

ald told him
 he had m

ade go 

rubles a m
onth and had a rentfree apartm

ent. P
ressed about other 

costs, O
sw

ald said a pair of boots cost about 19 rubles, cafeteria food 

about 45. B
ouhe said, "sio m

in
u

s 45, m
inus 19, w

h
at is left?" O

sw
ald 

didn't respond. B
ouhe soon stopped discussing the Soviet system

 w
ith 

him
. 

B
ouhe later visited the O

sw
alds at their apartm

ent, and w
hen he 

saw
 w

hat few
 th

in
gs th

ey h
ad

, h
e collected

 cloth
es for th

e w
h

ole 

fam
ily and bought som

e groceries and a crib for the baby, w
ho had 

been sleeping on the floor in a suitcase. O
sw

ald w
as furious. H

e picked 

up a shirt B
ouhe had brought him

 and m
easured and rem

easured it. 

F
inally B

ouhe said, "L
ee, this is to go to w

ork. W
ear them

 3 or 4 days, 

get them
 dirty, then throw

 them
 aw

ay." O
sw

ald folded the shirt and 
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and on the w
ay over she told him

 how
 destitute the O

sw
alds 

w
ere. 

W
hen they w

alked in, John H
all rem

em
bered, O

sw
ald had just been 

to tow
n to buy "this 50-cent m

agazine on R
ussia, w

hich of course I 

thou
ght, to m

yself, here they are destitute and he is spending 50 cents 

on a m
agazine, especially about R

ussia." O
sw

ald seem
ed to him

 "a 

so-called e gghead." A
t a later m

eeting 'H
all, w

ho w
as a B

aptist and 
ow

ned his ow
n dental lab, tried to convince O

sw
ald that "our system

 

w
as a trem

endous enterprise, w
as the best." B

ut to H
all's m

ind, this 

young m
an w

as "com
pletely out in left field in politics" and "you just 

didn't have any idea at all that you w
ere going  to chan

ge him
." E

lena 

thought the sam
e thing. H

er attitude w
as that after seeing w

hat R
ussia 

w
as like he should have learned his lesson. 
O

sw
ald resented the em

igres' h
elp

, n
ev

er th
an

k
ed

 an
y
o
n
e, an

d
 

show
ed his contem

pt for these m
iddle-class anti-C

om
m

unists. M
arina 

to
ld

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
, "W

ell, h
e th

o
u
g
h
t th

at th
ey

 w
ere fo

o
ls fo

r 
havin

g  left R
ussia, they w

ere all traitors." H
e said that they only liked 

m
oney, and that everything is m

easured by m
oney in this country. 

T
here w

as only one exception to his general dislike of this group 
—

G
eorge de M

ohrenschildt, a petroleum
 en

gineeer from
 D

allas. A
l-

m
ost thirty years O

sw
ald's senior, de M

ohrenschildt had a flam
boyant 

personality and a colorful past. B
orn in R

ussia in toll, de M
ohren-

schildt had been an officer in the P
olish A

rm
y and a roughneck in the 

L
ouisiana oilfields. In 1941 he had w

orked for a F
rench intelligence 

agent collecting inform
ation on people involved in pro-G

erm
an activ-

ity in the U
nited S

tates. N
icknam

ed "T
he M

ad R
ussian," de M

ohren-
schildt w

as a nonconform
ist. It w

as said of him
 that he m

ight show
 Q

N
'N

' 

up at a form
al dinner in a bathing suit or com

e to a church function (,h11 

and announce that he w
as an atheist. G

eorge, w
ho had the reputation V

 

of being a "leftw
ing enthusiast" of som

e kind, w
as the one ém

igré w
ho \IL

J 
w

ould listen to O
sw

ald's political ideas and take him
 seriously. F

or,sn
w

 

this reason, O
sw

ald looked up to him
, and apparently w

as m
ore open \l\I' 

w
ith him

 than he w
as w

ith m
ost people. T

he older m
an w

ould be 

O
sw

ald's confidant until de M
ohrenschildt left D

allas in A
pril 1963. 

D
e M

ol-ii:E
rs d

t to
ld

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, "I co

u
ld

 u
n
d
er-

stand his point of view
, because that is w

hat happens exactly in the 

w
hole w

orld w
ith dissatisfied people. If they are constructive, they \I 

stu
d

y
 m

o
re an

d
 try

 to
 g

et g
o

o
d

 jo
b

s an
d

 su
cceed

. T
h

e (o
th

ers) try
 to

 .p
 \°1  

form
 a revolutionary party. A

nd he w
as one of them

." H
e described 	

''D
\I\‘ 

O
sw

ald as "an idealistic M
arxist" w

ho "had read and created som
e `11‘

 
sort of a theory, a M

arxist theory for him
self.... he w

as buildin
g  u

p
 \T

"
 

a
 doctrine in his head." H

e testified that w
hen he asked him

 w
hy he ,., 

 

9
6
...O

sw
a
ld

's G
a
m

e 

gave it track to him
. H

e said, "I don't need any." T
he other gifts w

ere 

tacitly accepted, how
ever. A

nna M
etter visited, too, and w

as shocked 

to see M
arxist books in the living room

. S
he thou

g ht O
sw

ald w
as 

extrem
ely irresponsible in not taking better care of his fam

ily and in 

refusing to let M
arina learn E

nglish. (O
sw

ald w
anted to retain his 

R
ussian and w

anted June to learn the lan
guag e.) F

rom
 his point of 

view
, he w

as em
inently responsible: he w

as pursuing im
portant politi-

cal concerns that they w
ere too self-centered and bour g eois to recog-

nize. B
ut the w

ay he criticized both the S
oviet U

nion and the U
nited 

S
tates m

ade M
etter think he w

as m
entally ill. S

he told the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission, "H

e had alw
ays som

ething hidden ;  you (could) feel it." 

T
hat sum

m
er G

regory's son P
aul, a student, paid M

arina to tutor 
him

 in R
ussian for a couple of m

onths. S
om

etim
es he w

ould drive the 

O
sw

alds to the grocery store, and he w
as am

azed at how
 little L

ee 

bought. O
sw

ald w
ould get the cheapest possible cut of m

eat and then 

hagg le to m
ake sure they g ave him

 the best of the lot. P
aul rem

em
-

b
ered

 th
at o

n
ce w

h
en

 th
ey

 w
ere co

m
in

g  o
u
t o

f th
e sto

re M
arin

a 

m
issed the step dow

n and fell w
ith June in her arm

s. O
sw

ald rushed 

over to m
ake sure the child w

as all ri ght, ignoring his w
ife, and then 

gave her a tongue-lashing. 
P

aul G
regory believed that O

sw
ald considered him

 a friend, w
hile 

o
th

er p
eo

p
le w

ere "b
en

eath
 h

im
." T

h
e tw

o
 y

o
u
n
g
 m

en
 d

iscu
ssed

 

politics, and O
sw

ald expressed adm
iration for C

astro and for P
resi-

dent K
ennedy, w

hom
 he called "a g o

o
d

 lead
er." H

e to
ld

 P
au

l th
e 

P
arty leaders in R

ussia w
ere "'ruining the principles w

hich the coun-
try should be based on.' In other w

ords, they w
ere not true C

om
m

u-

nists." W
hen P

aul m
entioned his interest in going to the S

oviet U
nion 

as an exchange student, O
sw

ald advised, "Just go over there. D
on't 

g
et o

n
 a w

aitin
g
 list. Y

o
u
 w

ill n
ev

er g
et th

ere. If y
o
u
 w

an
t to

 d
o
 

som
ething, go ahead and do it. Y

ou w
ill get involved in red tape." 

A
fter recalling this conversation for the W

arren C
om

m
ission, G

reg-
ory added, "A

nd I think that w
as possibly the w

ay he. thought about 

everything." A
fter the assassination, P

aul told the F
B

I that O
sw

ald 

w
as "arro

g
an

t, stu
b

b
o

rn
, an

d
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o

t d
iscu

ss an
y

th
in

g
 b

u
t h

is 
particular type of politics, w

hich w
as definitely radical." 

B
efore long, other m

em
bers of the R

ussian-speaking com
m

unity 

w
ere offering their help. M

etier and B
ouhe noticed that M

arina's teeth 

w
ere in very poor condition and sought out the assistance of another 

ém
igré, E

lena H
all, a dental technician, w

ho directed M
arina to a 

low
-cost clinic and began collecting m

oney and clothes for the fam
ily. 

E
lena's husband John drove her to the M

ercedes S
treet apartm

ent, 


