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F
O

R
 m

ost of O
ctober and part of N

ovem
ber [962, w

hen O
sw

ald w
as 

living alone in D
allas, M

arina and June w
ere dependent on the charity 

of the T
aylors and the H

alls. F
rom

 this tim
e onw

ard his fam
ily w

ould 

stay alm
ost a third of the tim

e w
ith other people. W

hen O
sw

ald cam
e 

to visit M
arina at the T

aylors, their relationship seem
ed so im

personal 

to G
ary that he thought it w

as "like tw
o friends m

eeting." O
sw

ald 

w
ould play w

ith his daughter but never attem
pted to be alone w

ith 

his w
ife. T

aylor decided M
arina's feelings sim

ply w
eren't im

portant 

to him
. 

In
 fact, th

e O
sw

ald
 m

arriage h
ad

 b
een

 strain
ed

 ever sin
ce th

e 

couple arrived in the U
nited States. In F

ort W
orth, O

sw
ald had struck 

his w
ife, giving her a black eye, for allow

ing B
ouhe to teach her som

e 

E
nglish. T

his w
as only one of the w

ays in w
hich he tried to exert his 

control over her. H
e w

as often rude and overbearing to his w
ife in 

front of other people, ordering her around in a dom
ineering voice. A

s 

a teenager, he had yelled orders at his m
other in the sam

e m
anner. 

M
ost of their quarreling reflected their differences over his obses-

sion w
ith politics. A

lthough M
arina agreed w

ith som
e of his view

s—

she adm
ired C

astro, too—
she felt the fam

ily should com
e first. T

o 

O
sw

ald
, su

ch
 m

u
n

d
an

e con
cern

s w
ere b

ou
rgeois an

d
 stu

p
id

. S
h

e 

th
ou

gh
t h

e h
ad

—
as a later frien

d
 of M

arin
a's w

ou
ld

 p
u

t it—
"

an
 

overb
low

n
 op

in
ion

 of h
im

self, an
d

 of w
h

at h
e cou

ld
 an

d
 sh

ou
ld

 

ach
ieve in

 th
e w

orld
."

 H
e in tu

rn
 com

p
lain

ed
 ab

ou
t h

er lack
 of 

interest in politics. O
ne of the em

igres, K
atya F

ord, w
as questioned 

about the O
sw

aids' relationship: 
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u
p

s of an
 an

ti-M
cC

arren
 A

ct slogan
 an

d
 sen

t th
em

 to th
e d

efen
se 

com
m

ittee as a contribution. O
n the front page of the sam

e issue, big 

headlines proclaim
ed: "G

en. W
alker A

rrested for Insurrection" and, 
alongside: 

N
ation Supports the P

resident's A
ction 

P
unish the G

uilty! 
G

ov. B
arnett 	

G
en. W

alker 
W

hite C
itizens C

ouncil 

O
ne year ago on N

ov. iz, 1961 T
he W

orker exposed the fascist charac-

ter of G
en. E

dw
in A

. W
alker and w

arned the K
ennedy adm

inistration 

an
d

 th
e A

m
erican

 p
eop

le of th
e n

eed
 for action

 again
st h

im
 an

d
 h

is 

allies. A
 front-page article asserted: 

'T
he general thus becom

es the first open candidate for leadership of 

the m
ass m

ovem
ent w

hich the m
ilitary-m

onopolist-pro-fascist plotters 

are n
ow

 h
op

in
g to organ

ize th
rou

gh
ou

t th
e n

ation
. 	

. 

C
ritical of the "indecisiveness of the K

ennedy adm
inistration in this 

situation," T
h

e W
orker insisted last N

ovem
ber that "lim

iness is essen-
tial" to d

efeat th
e u

ltra-R
igh

ts. . . . 

In the O
ctober 7 issue another front-page story, headlined "G

en. 

W
alk

er B
id

s for F
u

eh
rer R

ole,"
 again

 w
arn

ed
 "

th
e K

en
n

ed
y A

d
-

m
inistration and the A

m
erican people of the need for action against 

h
im

 an
d

 h
is allies."

 T
w

o w
eeks later an article, headlined "O

xford 

C
am

pus P
lot for B

loodbath B
ared," contained the assertion that "a 

coded file, arm
s and other m

aterials" found in a car driven by one of 

W
alker's cronies w

ould reveal that "financial backers of extrem
e right 

w
in

g grou
p

s"
 w

ere "
seek

in
g th

e violen
t overth

row
 of th

e govern
-

m
ent." 

r O
sw

ald
 p

rob
ab

ly read
, an

d
 agreed

 w
ith

, a good
 d

eal of th
is. A

fter 

1 .. his attem
pt to m

urder W
alker the follow

ing A
pril he told M

arina he 

I '
 

did it because W
alker w

as another H
itler and by killing H

itler in tim
e 

m
any lives could have been saved. N

othing in T
h

e W
orker's call for 

political action advocated violence. M
any other A

m
erican new

spaper 

editorials w
ere saying m

uch the sam
e thing about W

alker. O
sw

ald 

already had his ow
n ideas about the form

er arm
y general. In his view

, 

the m
an m

ust have had three strikes against him
—

he opposed fair 

play for black A
m

ericans, he opposed C
astro to the extent of calling 

for an invasion of C
uba, and he w

as a potential leader of a right-w
ing 

coup. B
ut as w

e'll see, O
sw

ald evidently cam
e to believe that he could 

	

b
ecom

e a h
ero to th

e L
eft b

y d
oin

g aw
ay w

ith
 . . 	
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in
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taneously declared, "I can assure you that this flag w
ill be returned 

to this brigade in a free H
avana"—

a prediction that drew
 tum

ultuous 

cheers from
 the audience. T

h
e
 M

ilita
n

t called it "the m
ost barefaced 

and disgusting display of im
m

orality, ignorance and bad taste ever put 

o
n

 b
y a U

.S
. P

resid
en

t." In
 its Jan

u
ary zi issu

e, T
h

e
 M

ilita
n

t pub-
lished C

astro's response to K
ennedy's M

iam
i appearance, a speech 

h
ead

lin
ed

, "W
e W

ill N
o

t S
to

p
 B

ein
g

 R
evo

lu
tio

n
ists." C

astro
 said

 

K
ennedy had "conducted him

self like a pirate." A
fter citing the B

ay 

of P
igs and the C

uban citizens w
ho had b

een
 killed in exile raids and 

in internal counter-revolutionary attacks, he declared, "M
r. K

en
n

ed
y, 

to
o

 m
u

ch
 b

lo
o

d
 h

as flo
w

ed
 b

etw
een

 yo
u

 an
d

 u
s
," 

	

._.. 	
..,„,, 

-(..:, c-
--A

t th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f 1963 O
sw

ald
 b

eg
an

 m
akin

g
 sp

ecific p
lan

s to
 

..._
..---l •  assassinate G

eneral W
alker. The final decision apparently cam

e after 

January 21, w
hen a federal grand jury in M

ississippi released W
alker 

after d
eclin

in
g

 to
 in

d
ict h

im
. T

h
e n

ext d
ay, th

e D
allas M

o
rn

in
g

 N
ew

s 

q
u

o
ted

 W
alker: "I am

 g
lad

 to
 b

e vin
d

icated
. . . . T

o
d

ay m
y h

o
p

es 

returned to the C
ubans and m

illions of others w
ho long to return to 

th
eir h

o
m

es...." O
n

 Jan
u

ary 27, O
sw

ald
 o

rd
ered

 a S
m

ith
 &

 W
esso

a 

.38 sn
u

b
-n

o
sed

 revo
lver fro

m
 a L

o
s A

n
g

eles m
ail-o

rd
er firm

, u
sin

g
 

"A
. J. H

id
ell" as an

 alias. 
This w

as his first know
n use of the A

lek Jam
es H

idell alias. "A
lek" 

h
ad

 b
een

 h
is n

ickn
am

e in
 R

u
ssia. "H

id
e'!" w

as p
ro

b
ab

ly an
 altered

 

	

' 	
1  
 

, "F
id

el," em
b

raced
 b

y tw
o

 o
f h

is o
w

n
 in

itials. T
h

e "Jam
es" is less 

certain but m
ay have com

e from
 a fictional character he w

as know
n 

,,,U
) to

 h
ave ad

m
ired

—
Jam

es B
o

n
d

. 
It w

as ap
p

aren
tly aro

u
n

d
 th

is tim
e th

at h
e p

rin
ted

 u
p

 a p
h

o
n

y ID
 

in the nam
e of A

lek Jam
es H

idell—
perhaps he thought he m

ight need 

.'45.rfr
i_

 id
en

tificatio
n

 to
 p

ick u
p

 th
e g

u
n

 at th
e p

o
st o

ffice. H
e also

 b
eg

an
 

--.-studying a city m
ap and a bus schedule to lay out an escape route from

 

' W
alker's h

o
m

e o
n

 T
u

rtle C
reek B

o
u

levard
. A

n
d

 h
e b

eg
an

 p
u

ttin
g

 

Q
. D

id
 h

e h
ave a jo

b
 th

en
?

 

A
. Y

es.  
D

id
 yo

u
 feel th

at yo
u

 w
ere g

ettin
g

 alo
n

g
 o

n
 w

h
at h

e w
as m

akin
g

?
 

A
. O

f c
o

u
rs

e
. ... 

Q
. D

id
 yo

u
 u

n
d

erstan
d

 w
h

en
 h

e suggested you return to R
ussia that 

h
e w

as p
ro

p
o

sin
g

 to
 b

reak u
p

 yo
u

r m
arriag

e?
 

A
. I to

ld
 h

im
 th

at I w
o

u
ld

 g
o

 to
 R

u
ssia if h

e g
ave m

e a d
ivo

rce, b
u

t 

b
e d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 g
ive m

e a d
ivo

rce. 

Q
. D

id
 h

e say w
h

y?
 

A
. H

e said
 th

at if h
e w

ere to
 g

ive m
e a d

ivo
rce th

at w
o

u
ld

 b
reak 

e veryth
in

g
 b

etw
een

 u
s, w

h
ich

 h
e d

id
n

't w
an

t. T
h

at h
e w

an
ted

 to
 keep

 

m
e as his w

ife. 

W
hen she w

as asked if she now
 understood w

h
y
 O

sw
ald w

anted her 

to return to the S
oviet U

nion, she said, "Y
es ... I think I know

 w
hy[;] 

be had in m
ind to start his foolish activity w

hich could harm
 m

e, but, 

o
f co

u
rse, at th

at tim
e h

e d
id

n
't tell m

e th
e reaso

n
. . . . A

t th
at tim

e 

w
h

en
 I w

o
u

ld
 ask h

im
 h

e w
o

u
ld

 g
et an

g
ry b

ecau
se h

e co
u

ld
n

't tell 

m
e." 
W

hile he w
as w

aiting for the pistol to arrive, som
ething happened 

to delay his plans. O
n February 14 the M

o
rn

in
g

 N
e
w

s
 an

n
o

u
n

ced
 th

at 

W
a
lk

e
r w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 g

o
in

g
 o

u
t o

f to
w

n
 o

n
 a n

atio
n

w
id

e to
u

r, d
u

b
b

ed
 

"O
p

e
ra

tio
n

 M
id

n
ig

h
t R

id
e
," fro

m
 F

eb
ru

ary 27 to
 A

p
ril 3 to

 m
ake 

speeches w
arning about the dangers of C

astro and com
m

unism
. Three 

d
ays later O

sw
ald

 fo
rced

 th
e relu

ctan
t M

arin
a, w

h
o

 w
an

ted
 to stay 

in
 A

m
erica, to

 sit d
o

w
n

 an
d

 w
rite th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 letter to

 th
e S

o
viet 

E
m

bassy in W
ashington: 

I beg your assistance to help m
e to return to the hom

eland in the U
S

S
R

 

w
h

ere I w
ill ag

ain
 feel m

yself a fu
ll-fled

g
ed

 citizen
. P

lease let m
e kn

o
w

 

w
h

at I sh
o

u
ld

 d
o

 fo
r th

is, i.e., p
erh

ap
s it w

ill b
e n

ecessary to
 fill o

u
t a 

sp
ecial ap

p
licatio

n
 fo

rm
. S

in
ce I am

 n
o

t w
o

rkin
g

 at p
resen

t (b
ecau

se o
f 

m
y lack o

f kn
o

w
led

g
e o

f th
e E

n
g

lish
 lan

g
u

ag
e an

d
 a sm

all ch
ild

), I am
 

req
u

estin
g

 yo
u

 to
 exten

d
 to

 m
e a p

o
ssib

le m
aterial aid

 for th
e trip

. M
y 

husband rem
ains here, since he is an A

m
erican by nationality. l beg you 

once m
o

re n
o

t to
 refuse m

y req
u

est. 

It is
 n

o
t to

o
 d

ifficu
lt to

 see O
sw

ald
's h

an
d

 in
 th

is, esp
ecially in

 th
e 

p
h

rase "fu
ll-fled

g
ed

 citizen
" an

d
 in

 th
e req

u
est fo

r "m
aterial aid

." 

S
ince he couldn't afford to send his fam

ily to R
ussia, he expected the 

R
ussians to take care of it. 
O

n
 F

eb
ru

ary 22 L
ee an

d
 M

arin
a w

en
t to

 a p
arty g

iven
 b

y E
verett 

..., r yvv) 

A
A

 
W

A
 

,t .1,_, ., p
ressu

re o
n

 M
arin

a to
 retu

rn
 to

 th
e S

o
viet U

n
io

n
 w

ith
 Ju

n
e. T

h
e 

?
 ' 4

o
ri  W

arren C
om

m
ission evidently never realized w

hy O
sw

ald w
anted to 

/
 

	

L...„' A
..zi 	

send his fam
ily to R

ussia. M
arina testified, "Lee w

anted m
e to go to 

	

"
t4

t,  1
 	

R
u

ssia ... an
d

 I to
ld

 h
im

 th
at if h

e w
an

ted
 m

e to
 g

o
 th

en
 th

at m
ean

t 

	

11-
7
 	

h
e d

id
n

't lo
ve m

e an
d

 . . . in
 th

at case w
h

at w
as th

e id
ea o

f co
rn

in
g

 

to the U
nited S

tates in the first place. Lee w
ould say that it w

ould be 

b
etter fo

r m
e to

 g
o

 to
 R

u
ssia. I d

id
 n

o
t kn

o
w

 w
h

y. I d
id

 n
o

t kn
o

w
 

w
hat he had in m

ind. H
e said he loved m

e but it w
ould be better for 

m
e if I w

en
t to

 R
u

ssia." 
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O
sw

ald reconnoitered the W
alker house and grounds and ordered his 

rifle. 
O

n the evening of A
pril to O

sw
ald w

ent to W
alker's hom

e w
ith the 

M
an

n
lich

er-C
arcan

o
, w

h
ich

 h
e h

ad
 co

n
cealed

 u
n

d
er a rain

co
at. H

e 
took a position in a dark alley behind a stockade fence, izo feet from

 
the back of the house. Inside he could see E

dw
in A

. W
alker through 

a lighted w
indow

 sitting at his desk. The light obscured a strip of the 
w

in
d

o
w

 casin
g

 an
d

 th
e b

u
llet m

issed
, strikin

g
 th

e w
all ju

st ab
o

ve 
W

alker's head and leaving bits of w
ood and glass in his hair. O

sw
ald 

ran w
ithout w

aiting to see the result. H
e hid the rifle and escaped on 

la city bus (exactly as he w
ould do after the assassination of P

resident 
K

en
n

ed
y). 

A
ro

u
n

d
 to

 o
'clo

ck th
at even

in
g

 M
arin

a g
rew

 restless w
o

n
d

erin
g

 
w

here he w
as. S

he w
ent into his study and found a key and a note of 

instructions w
ritten in R

ussian: 

r. This is the key to the m
ailbox w

hich is located in the m
ain post office 

in the city on E
rvay S

treet. This is the sam
e street w

here the drugstore, 
in

 w
h

ich
 yo

u
 alw

ays w
aited

 is lo
cated

. Y
o

u
 w

ill fin
d

 th
e m

ailb
o

x in
 th

e 
p

o
st o

ffice w
h

ich
 is lo

cated
 4 b

lo
cks fro

m
 th

e d
ru

g
sto

re o
n

 th
at street. 

I p
aid

 fo
r th

e b
o

x last m
o

n
th

 so
 d

o
n

't w
o

rry ab
o

u
t it. 

a. S
en

d
 th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 as to

 w
h

at h
as h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 m

e to
 th

e E
m

-
bassy and include new

spaper clippings (should there be anything about 
m

e in
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers). I b
elieve th

at th
e E

m
b

assy w
ill co

m
e q

u
ickly to

 
your assistance on learning everything. 

3
. 1 p

aid
 th

e h
o

u
se ren

t o
n

 th
e ad

 so
 d

o
n

't w
o

rry ab
o

u
t it. 

4
. R

ecen
tly I also

 p
aid

 fo
r w

ater an
d

 g
as. 

5
. T

h
e m

o
n

ey fro
m

 w
o

rk w
ill p

o
ssib

ly b
e co

m
in

g
. T

h
e m

o
n

ey w
ill b

e 
sen

t to
 o

u
r p

o
st o

ffice b
o

x. G
o

 to
 th

e b
an

k an
d

 cash
 th

e check. 
6
. Y

o
u

 can
 eith

er th
ro

w
 o

u
t or g

ive m
y clo

th
in

g
, etc. aw

ay. D
o not 

keep these. H
o

w
ever, I p

refer th
at yo

u
 h

o
ld

 o
n

 to
 m

y p
erso

n
al p

ap
ers 

(m
ilitary, civil, etc.). 
7
. C

ertain of m
y docum

ents are in the sm
all blue valise. 

8
. The address book can be found on m

y table in the study should you 
need sam

e. 
q. W

e have friends here. The R
ed C

ross also w
ill help you (R

ed C
ross 

in
 E

n
g

lish
) [sic]. 

to
. I left yo

u
 as m

u
ch

 m
o

n
ey as I co

u
ld

. s6o
 o

n
 th

e seco
n

d
 of the 

m
onth. Y

ou and the baby can live for another a m
onths using Ito per 

w
eek. 
II. If I am

 alive an
d

 taken
 p

riso
n

er, th
e city jail is lo

cated
 at the end 

of the bridge through w
hich w

e alw
ays passed on going to the city (right 

in
 th

e b
eg

in
n

in
g

 o
f th

e city after cro
ssin

g
 th

e b
rid

g
e). 

1 
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M
arina testified tha w

hen her husband got hom
e that night he w

as 

p
ale. H

e 	 to
ld

 h
er w

h
at h

e h
ad

 d
o

n
e, an

d
 d

efen
d

ed
 h

is actio
n

 b
y 

d
e

s
c

rib
in

g
 G

e
n

e
ra

le
t

k
F

ic
rTh- Freader of a fascist organization." 

S
he responded by saying even though that m

ight be true, he hail no 
right to take his life. S

he m
ade him

 prom
ise never to do such a thing 

a gain, and tucked the note of instructions he had left her into one of 
her books. S

he told the A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee that O
sw

ald "felt 
quite strongly that he w

as doing a justice to the people" and consid-
ered her a fool for not understanding him

. S
he quoted O

sw
ald: "W

ell, 
w

h
at w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 say if so

m
eb

o
d

y g
o

t rid
 o

f H
itler at th

e rig
h

t tim
e?

 

S
o if you don't know

 about G
eneral W

alker, how
 can you speak up 

on his behalf?" S
he reported that after reading the new

s accounts the 
next day O

sw
ald w

as "kind of angry" that he m
issed him

, but at the 
sam

e tim
e "kin

d
 o

f p
leased

 w
ith

 h
im

self, w
ith

 th
e

 clever fellow
 he 

w
as" in

 g
ettin

g
 aw

ay w
ith

 it. 
O

sw
ald destroyed the notebook he'd used for the planning, but kept 

th
e p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

s o
f W

alker's h
o

u
se an

d
 its su

rro
u

n
d

in
g

s an
d

 th
e 

photographs of him
self holding the rifle. H

e evidently w
anted a record 

of the attem
pt for som

e future use. It's possible he w
as even consider. 

ing another attem
pt to kill W

alker, at som
e Later date after the police 

attention subsided. 
O

n
e m

ay ask w
h

y M
arin

a d
id

n
't im

m
ed

iately g
o

 to
 th

e D
allas 

police. In retrospect it is easy to condem
n her. B

ut M
arina evidently 

didn't leave her husband or go to the police for m
uch the sam

e reasons 
o

th
er b

attered
 w

ives o
ften

 ch
o

o
se to

 stay w
ith

 th
eir h

u
sb

an
d

s—
at 

tim
es, she w

as afraid of him
. S

om
eone on the A

ssassinations C
om

m
it-

tee asked
 h

er, "W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

ave d
o

n
e if yo

u
 h

ad
 

gotten rid of the rifle?" A
nd she answ

ered, "W
ell, he probably w

ould 
have got rid of m

e." S
he had no one else, no w

ay of supporting herself 
and June; and she w

as three m
onths into a second pregnancy. B

ut 
despite everything she still loved him

 and hoped he w
ould change. 

M
arina did not realize that O

sw
ald could not change w

ithout giving 
u

p
 th

e im
ag

e h
e h

ad
 o

f h
im

self as an
 id

ealist w
h

o
 a

c
te

d
 o

n
 

his 
p

rin
cip

les. H
is feelin

g
s o

f self-w
o

rth
 d

erived
 n

o
t fro

m
 h

is w
o

rk o
r 

personal relationships, but from
 his ideology. The assassination at-

tem
pt against W

alker, like his defection, revealed O
sw

ald's extrem
e 

dedication to his political beliefs. A
ll else w

as secondary to him
—

his 
fam

ily, even
 th

e q
u

estio
n

 o
f w

h
eth

er h
e lived

 o
r d

ied
. A

t th
e sam

e 
tim

e, O
sw

ald
 exp

ected
 an

d
 craved

 reco
g

n
itio

n
 as a revo

lu
tio

n
ary 

hero. B
oth these events w

ere clearly designed to attract w
orldw

ide 
attention to him

self as w
ell as to his cause. G

iving up these ideas, as 
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sw

ald
's G

am
e 

O
sw

ald to prove him
self. H

e had already m
ade one attem

pt to pene-

trate the enem
y underground. N

ow
, if he could just m

ake contact w
ith 

the exile leaders involved in these "terrorist plans," he m
ight com

e up 

w
ith an even bigger trophy: inside inform

ation about the plots to kill 

C
uba's leaders. O

nce again he w
ould seek out an exile group and offer 

I  , h
is h

elp
—

n
o

t as a g
u

errilla lead
er th

is tim
e, b

u
t as a m

arksm
an

 w
h

o
 

. ,,A
" in

 co
u

ld
 assassin

ate F
id

el.  H
e
 w

o
u

ld
 try

 to
  infiltrate as a volunteer, as 

r, - 
	. h

e h
ad

 b
efo

re.  W
h

ile h
e w

as at it, lie'cristan
t an

o
th

er little seed
 o

f 

iv
y

p
ro

vo
catio

n
. H

e'd
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 goad the exiles into retaliating against 
K

en
n

ed
y. 

In other w
ords, the O

dio incident w
as O

sw
ald's reaction to C

astro's 
w

arning. 
A

lthough I w
as fairly convinced of this by 1976, I still didn't under-

stand w
hy O

sw
ald and the others w

ent all the w
ay to D

allas to carry 

o
u

t th
is sch

em
e. W

h
y d

id
 th

ey g
o

 to
 S

ylvia O
d

io
, in

 p
articu

lar?
 A

n
 

article in
 th

e S
atu

rd
ay E

ven
in

g
 P

ast 
that year provided an answ

er. 
The authors. G

eorge O
'Toole and P

aul H
och, had apparently discov-

ered
 m

o
re ab

o
u

t O
d

io
's fath

er fro
m

 so
m

e o
f th

e larg
e n

u
m

b
er o

f 

W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 reco
rd

s th
at w

ere d
eclassified

 in
 t976. It tu

rn
s 

o
u

t th
at O

d
io

's p
aren

ts w
eren

't o
rd

in
ary p

o
litical p

riso
n

ers, as th
e 

W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt su

g
g

ested
. T

h
ey h

ad
 b

een
 in

d
irectly in

vo
lved

 in
 a 

spectacular plot to assassinate C
astro in 1961. 

The plot w
as the w

ork of A
ntonio V

eciana and R
einaldo G

onzales, 

m
em

b
ers o

f th
e an

ti-C
astro

 u
n

d
erg

ro
u

n
d

. V
ecian

a's m
o

th
er h

ad
 

ren
ted

 an
 ap

artm
en

t n
ear th

e p
resid

en
tial p

alace fro
m

 w
h

ich
 th

ey 

planned to fire a bazooka to kill C
astro and other officials. B

efore their 

p
lan

 co
u

ld
 b

e carried
 o

u
t, h

o
w

ever, w
o

rd
 o

f it reach
ed

 th
e C

u
b

an
 

police. V
eciana and his m

other escaped to M
iam

i, w
hile G

onzales fled 

to
 a farm

 th
at w

as o
w

n
ed

 b
y S

ylvia O
d

io
's p

aren
ts. G

o
n

zales w
as 

tracked
 d

o
w

n
 an

d
 arrested

, as w
ere th

e O
d

io
s. C

astro
 h

im
self an

-

n
o

u
n

ced
 th

e b
reakin

g
 u

p
 o

f th
is p

lo
t at a p

u
b

lic m
eetin

g
 in

 H
avan

a 

in O
ctober 1961. A

t the tim
e, the O

dio daughters w
ere already out of 

th
e co

u
n

try. 
H

aving som
ehow

 learned of her father's background, her visitors 
ap

p
aren

tly co
n

clu
d

ed
 (h

o
w

ever m
istaken

ly) th
at A

m
ad

o
r O

d
io

's el-

dest daughter m
ight be interested in introducing a volunteer hit m

an 
to th

e.___
u

n
d

erg
g

o
u

n
d

.  N
otice the chain of association in their approach 

to 
	talked first about the details of her father's activities in 

C
u

 	
T

h
en

, "after th
ey m

en
tio

n
ed

 m
y fath

er th
ey started

 talkin
g

 

ut the A
m

erican. H
e said, 'Y

ou are w
orking in the underground.' 

d
 I said

, 'N
o

, I am
 so

rry to
 say I am

 n
o

t w
o

rkin
g

 in
 th

e u
n

d
er- 

Pik'' v
t" 

/
 

nivit—
ves' 

T
im

 T
rou

b
lin

g T
estim

on
y of S

ylvia O
d

io —
163 

F
o

u
n

d
.' A

n
d

 h
e said

, 'W
e w

an
ted

 yo
u

 to
 m

eet th
is A

m
erican

. H
is 

n
a

m
e i9

 L
eo

n
 O

sw
ald

.' .. . A
n

d
 th

ey in
tro

d
u

ced
 h

im
 as an

 A
m

erican
 

w
ho w

as very m
uch interested in the C

uban cause." O
sw

ald told her 

th
e sam

e th
in

g
, th

en
 sto

o
d

 silen
tly, evalu

atin
g

 th
e situ

atio
n

. T
h

e 

underlying logic seem
ed to be: W

e know
 about your father's connection 

W
ith

 a terro
rist p

lo
t to

 kill C
astro

. W
e b

elieve yo
u

 h
ave co

n
tacts w

ith
 

th
e u

n
d

erg
ro

u
n

d
. H

ere is an
 A

m
erican

 yo
u

 can
 u

se H
ad O

dio invited 

them
 in, she m

ight w
ell have heard the rest of their proposal about 

O
sw

ald that evening. 
W

h
at d

id
 th

ey w
an

t fro
m

 M
rs. O

d
lo

?
 A

p
p

aren
tly, th

ey h
o

p
ed

 sh
e 

w
ould know

, and tell them
, the nam

e of the right person to see—
the 

leader behind these new
 accassination plots. A

nd, in fact, it appears 

that O
dio m

ay have had a reputation for being able to put people in 

touch w
ith the anti-C

astro underground. M
rs. O

dio told the C
om

m
is- 

sion 
 s

io
n

 th
a

t in
 J

u
n

e
 1

9
6

3
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

p
o

k
e

n
 w

ith
 a

 U
ru

g
u

a
y

a
n

 n
a

m
e

d
 

Johnny M
artin w

ho claim
ed he could p

ro
vid

e d
ie exiles w

ith
 seco

n
d

-

h
an

d
 w

en
 as if sh

e co
u

ld
 p

u
t h

im
 in

 to
u

ch
 w

ith
 an

 ap
p

ro
p

riate 
lead

er. A
ss later said

, sh
e h

ad
 "ju

m
p

ed
 at th

e o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity th
at 

som
ething could be done" and arranged a m

eeting betw
een M

artin 

an
d

 an
 exile lead

er in
 M

iam
i. 

M
rs. O

d
io

 b
elieved

 it w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t h
ave b

een
 d

ifficu
lt fo

r an
yo

n
e to

 

an
d

 h
er. S

h
e testified

 th
at sh

o
rtly b

efo
re th

e O
sw

ald
 in

cid
en

t, a 

sp
eaker at an

 an
ti-C

astro
 m

eetin
g

 in
 D

allas h
ad

 m
en

tio
n

ed
 th

at h
e 

.1. 	
_ -- 

kn
ew

 h
er fath

er in
 C

u
b

a an
d

 th
at A

m
ad

o
r O

d
io

's d
au

g
h

ters w
ere.. r,,,g

, 

living in that city. O
dio said she could have been located by __calling ,3,4,1Y

" -  

th
e C

ath
o

lic refu
g

ee relief ag
en

cy o
r even

 b
y co

n
su

l 	
the phone 

0
,, 

4 

book. 
O

verall, o
n

e g
ets th

e im
p

ressio
n

 th
at C

 • : in
 th

is co
u

n
try fo

rm
ed

 

a tightly knit com
m

unity in w
hich 	

got around easily and secrets 
ve fo

u
n

d
 M

rs. O
d

io
 th

e sam
e w

ay . ,,,N
■ 

w
ere hard to keep. O

sw
ald

 . - 

	

im
p

ly b
y askin

g
 aro

u
n

d
. A

n
o

th
er 	

d 	
. 
io 

he apparently found 
rin

g
u

i 
N

ew
 O

rlean
s an

ti-C
iitrO

— rae, E
rn

esto
 R

o
d

rig
u

ez, h
as recen

tly 
\''4 ,.,,,,)<

 ‘1"
 

claim
ed

 th
at O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 also
 visitecrh

im
 to

 o
tter h

is services as a
 

r  . 2
r.)1 

g
u

errilla w
arfare sp

ecialist, an
d

 th
at it w

as h
e w

h
o

 sen
t w

ald
 to

 see ' 

B
rin

g
u

ier. T
h

u
s, it ap

p
ears th

at O
sw

ald
 m

ad
e m

o
r fo

ray's in
to

 th
e 

an
ti-C

astro
 cam

p
 th

an
 an

yo
n

e realized
, o

r w
an

ted
 to

 m
it 

■
 

. 
The real nam

es of the tw
o Latin A

m
ericans w

ill probably never 	
R

I 1
 

kn
o

w
n

. W
e kn

o
w

 en
o

u
g

h
 o

n
ly to

 sp
ecu

late ab
o

u
t th

eir ro
les. T

h
e 

evidence suggests they w
ere not anti-C

astro activists, as they claim
ed. 

A
n

g
elo

 w
as likely th

e L
atin

 A
m

erican
 o

f sim
ilar ap

p
earan

ce th
at 

O
sw

ald w
as seen w

ith in N
ew

 O
rleans. B

oth m
en evidently lied w

hen 

(y
\A

. ,3
 1

.4
/6

 to
 ii. \\ b

u
t  ■ 'A

 ), 



(3,kr-P 
Hr. Conrad e/ 	

4 
 

• 
Rk U. 'level:130. 

suajscT! 	ASSASSINATION OF . 
PRESIDENT JOHN F. alainbY 1  
11/22/63, DALLAS, 1EXAS 
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In 

IKOM 
;dile 

• 

II 	

In accordance with the verbal request of 1.!:•."He)vin 'F.isenberg 
of ItIct President's Commission and with prior approval, SAs Henry B. Reiberpe:' 
and John F. Gallagher mot with Sr. Eisenberg on 3/26/64, to dis'cuss spectro.. 
graphic examinalons conducted on materials relating to the assassination 01 
?resident Kennedy. . 	, 

. 	. 	 • . 
SA Ueiberrer discussed the spectrographic comparison examinationA 

which bn conducted in the Laboratory. SA iloiberger advised that the 1_;ad \ 

II

alloy of the bullet recoverod from the attempted shooting of General Walisqr 
aas different from the lead alloy of a largo bullet fragment recovered froml  
the car i which P5. esidont Kennedy ras shot. SA Gallagher advised 
Ir. Eisenberg the spectrographic examinations of the bullet fragments 
recovered from the i:ound in President Kennedy's head and !ram the vehicle 
In which President Kennedy rats riding at the time of his assassination were... 
composed of the same chemical elements. 	

I. i • 	
' 

As reported in my memorandum of Mar.eh 17, 1964 (Jevons.  to Con.7.7a4 

II

EE HARVEY OSWALD, IS - R))  SA Gallagher discussod with Ur. Eisenberg the . . 

aeutron activation analyses of the paraffin casts from Oswald. This 

)f powder residues. Horover, it was notipossible -to distinguish the powder: .  

	

technique you will recall revealed deposits on the casts characteristic 	
k . 

esidues et the rifle cartridges from the poTrder residues of the revolver 	' 

•=tridges. It was in connection pith this examination that Ilx. Eisenberg 
'then discussed with SA Gallagher a letter of Dr. Paul C. :lebersolds  Director, 
'!)ivision of Isotopes Development, Atomic Energy Commission, to 
‘ssistant Attorney Goneral,Herbert J. Miller, which was dated December 11, 
L963, and subsequently forwarded to The Commission. He road 4:1'0111 this 
Letter tho following: 

- Ur. De?.mont 
lir, Rosen 

- Mr. Sullivan 
1 Ur, Halley 

;2-109060 

(C7 

IFG:g1 

10 al-EA WC 11:(\.  
- 	APR 8 1964 
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad 
Re; ASSASSINATION OF 

PRESIDENT JUN F. KENNE0Yr  
11/22/63, DALMS, TEXAS 

62-109060 

"We would hope soon to have more details 
on whether the method (ucutren -Ictivation 

analyses) will give useful information to 

distinguish between smoke depobiti from 
revolvers and those from rifles--by mcau 
of their distribution on the body of tho 

person firing hem and by the levels of 
antimony and barium (and perhaps other 
elements) deposited.'! 

Mr. Eisenberg then asked if more detailed background 

was available at this Jate. It was pointed out by SA Gallagher 

that Dr. Aebersold's letter was written Prior to the actual 

activation analyses examinations o..! Oswald/13 casts. No elements 

were found during these tests to cllstinguish between rifle and 

revolver deposits. 15r. Gallagher.  Jurther pointed out that the 

data in the present instance were further complicated by Oswald's 

firing of the revolver subsequent to the firing of the rifle and 

by the fact that the casts have been cheAically treated and washec 

prior to receipt for neutron activation analyses. Nothing has 

come to our attention and to our knowledge nothing has been done 

subsequent to thcsu examinations wLich would assist further in the 

intorpretatton of the data obtained from the activation analyses 

of the paraffin casts from Oswald, • 

ACTION; None, for information. 
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