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F
idel C

astro. 
W

e have only a glim
pse of L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald's reaction to this 

crisis. A
ccording to one m

an w
ho m

et him
 at a party the follow

ing 
F

ebruary, after citing the B
ay of P

igs and the m
issile crisis as exam

- 
ples of im

perialist interventions, O
sw

ald suggested that K
ennedy's 

actions had set the stage for a nuclear holocaust. H
e added that even

 
after the m

issiles had been 
w

ith
d

raw
n

. A
m

erican-sponsored acts of 
terrorism

 and sabotage against C
uba w

ere continuing. T
his w

as pre-
sum

ably a reference to the sporadic param
ilitary raids conducted by es 

C
uban exile groups. (T

his account w
as, incidentally, the only report 

of O
sw

ald's saying anything critical about P
resident K

ennedy before 
late Septem

ber 1963.) 
A

 d
ay or tw

o after th
e m

issile crisis en
d

ed
, O

sw
ald

 clip
p

ed
 a 

coupon from
 a pam

phlet the Socialist W
orkers party had sent him

, 
checked the box "I w

ould like to join the Socialist W
orkers P

arty," 
and sent it via airm

ail to the N
ew

 Y
ork headquarters. W

riter A
lbert 

H
. N

ew
m

an has suggested that this action m
ay be read as a sign of 

O
sw

ald
's feelin

gs ab
ou

t th
e m

issile crisis. A
 T

rotsk
yist grou

p
, th

e 
Socialist W

orkers party vehem
ently supported C

astro and often criti-
cized

 th
e S

oviet U
n

ion
 for b

ein
g too soft on

 W
estern

 im
p

erialism
. 

Since there w
ere no chapters of the organization in T

exas at that tim
e, 

O
sw

ald w
as unable to join. O

n the back of the coupon, now
 a W

arren 
C

om
m

ission exhibit, a portion of the party's m
essage can be seen, and 

its tone suggests another reason O
sw

ald m
ay have been attracted to 

this group: 

... that you are helping in the greatest cause ever undertaken, and that 
you

r w
eigh

t really cou
n

ts. 
Socialism

 is the only road leading aw
ay F

rom
 poverty, inflation, unem

-
ploym

ent. im
perialist w

ar, totalitarianism
—

all the w
orld-w

ide scourges 
of decaying capitalism

. Socialism
 can save us F

rom
 capitalist barbarism

 
and open up a new

 w
orld for hum

anity. T
he m

ost courageous w
orkers, 

th
ose cap

ab
le of the greaten sacrifices, those intelligent enough to see 

the task and endow
ed w

ith the w
ill to carry it out, m

ust take the lead. 
T

hat is our historic.. 

In N
ovem

ber O
sw

ald finally rented an inexpensive apartm
ent for 

h
is fam

ily on
 E

lsb
eth

 S
treet in

 th
e O

ak
 C

liff section
 of D

allas. H
is 

lan
d

lad
y, M

rs. M
ahlon T

obias, rem
em

bered that w
hen he looked the 

p
lace over, h

e particularly w
anted to be show

n the back entrance. 
W

eeks later, w
hen she rang his doorbell, O

sw
ald cam

e out the back 

Q
. D

id she tell you w
hether or not they discussed politics? 

A
. She said she w

as arguing w
ith him

 about that. C
ertainly, in fact, 

[as] he called her, she w
as a typical A

m
erican girl, . .. not interested 

at all in politic.... She said she w
anted a house and fam

ily and he said 
"M

I the A
m

erican girls think that w
ay". , . 

F
or the rest of their life together, M

arina w
ould continually w

onder 
w

hether L
ee loved her or not and w

ould continue to hope he w
ould 

give u
p

 th
is rival, p

olitics, an
d

 settle d
ow

n
. 

O
ccasionally O

sw
ald w

ould get into som
e friendly political argu-

m
en

ts w
ith

 th
e T

aylors. H
e talk

ed
 ab

ou
t th

e id
eal society h

e h
ad

 
w

ritten about. A
lexandra said, "H

e believed in the perfect govern-
m

ent, free of w
ant and need, and free of taxation, free of discrim

ina-
tion

, free of an
y p

olice force . . . total an
d

 com
p

lete freed
om

 in
 

everyth
in

g."
 S

h
e felt h

e w
as "

extrem
ely d

evoted
"

 to h
is id

eas an
d

 
"very, very rigid." A

nd she found him
 persuasive: "H

e could alm
ost 

m
ake anybody believe w

hat he w
as saying." B

ut her overall opinion 
w

as negative. She thought he expected things to be given to him
 on 

a silver platter. 
G

ary T
aylor w

as a D
em

ocrat w
ho often expressed a strong disap-

p
rove] of th

e Joh
n

 B
irch

 S
ociety, b

u
t th

ere w
as little else h

e an
d

 
O

sw
ald

 cou
ld

 agree on
. H

e gath
ered

 th
at M

arin
a's h

u
sb

an
d

 w
as 

pro-C
om

m
unist but anti-R

ussian, and that O
sw

ald w
as disappointed 

w
hen the R

ussians assigned him
 to a factory job instead of giving him

 
"som

ething im
portant to do." 

M
ax C

lark, a F
ort W

orth attorney and friend of G
eorge de M

oh-
renschildt, m

et O
sw

ald at about this tim
e and got a sim

ilar im
pression 

ab
ou

t O
sw

ald
's am

b
ition

s an
d

 h
is reason

s for leavin
g th

e S
oviet 

U
nion. O

sw
ald told him

 he had been unhappy about his w
ork assign-

m
ent in M

insk and had finally m
ade up his m

ind that the R
ussian 

system
 w

as not "true com
m

unism
" and that he w

ould "never be able 
to get ahead or m

ake his m
ark" in the Soviet U

nion. C
lark told the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission that O
sw

ald "seem
ed to have the idea that he 

w
as m

ade for som
ething other than w

hat he w
as doing." 

In O
ctober 1962 a serious international crisis developed over the 

introduction of Soviet nuclear m
issiles into C

uba. In a dram
atic televi-

sion appearance P
resident K

ennedy announced that he had ordered 
a naval blockade to prevent Soviet ships carrying m

ore m
issiles from

 
entering C

uban w
aters. A

fter alm
ost tw

o w
eeks of w

orldw
ide fear of 

a nuclear w
ar the confrontation ended on O

ctober 211, w
hen the Soviet 

U
nion agreed to w

ithdraw
 the m

issiles—
over the strong protest of 
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