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to
 d

o
 w

h
atever h

e w
an

t •w
ith

o
u

t in
terferen

ce. W
h

en
 h

e w
as in

ter-
fered

 w
ith

, h
e co

n
sid

er -i it a p
erso

n
al affro

n
t an

d
 o

ften
 to

o
k h

is 
co

m
p

lain
t to

 a h
ig

h
er a ' , G

ray. H
e believed that w

hat he w
as doing 

w
as rig

h
t, even

 w
h

en
 	

actio
n

s w
ere "illeg

al." T
h

u
s, fo

r exam
p

le, 
h

e co
u

ld
 th

reaten
 to

 g
i e aw

ay m
ilitary secrets in

 o
n

e b
reath

 an
d

 
ch

arg
e th

at h
is leg

al • '
r
  
9
 	

I
-
 
I
 
I
 self w

as being denied him
 

in
 th

e n
ext—

an
d

 ell th
e A

m
erican

 am
b

assai o
r e w

as g
o

in
g

 to
 ask 

his new
 governm

ent to 	
g

e a o
rm

a p
ro

test. fter d
ecid

in
g

 to
 leave 

R
ussia, he expected the A

m
ericans to do everything they could to help 

him
. In his logic, there w

as no inconsistency in any o
f this. S

ince he 
w

as alw
ays right, anyone w

ho opposed him
 w

as w
rong. 

O
n that w

eekend there w
as a crisis in S

outh V
ietnam

. O
n N

ovem
-

ber 2
 a

n
 a

rm
y

 coup ousted P
resident D

iem
, and D

iem
 and his brother 

w
ere assassinated. A

t hom
e, a front p

ag
eM

o
rn

in
g

 N
ew

s headline on 
N

o
vem

b
er q

 an
n

o
u

n
ced

, "P
resid

en
t in

 D
allas." T

h
e sto

ry said
 th

at 
the president w

as tentatively scheduled to attend a noon luncheon in 
D

allas o
n

 N
o

vem
b

er it o
r zz. 

O
n

 N
o

vem
b

er 5, H
o

sty p
assed

 th
ro

u
g

h
 Irvin

g
 w

ith
 an

o
th

er ag
en

t 
en

 ro
u

te to
 F

o
rt W

o
rth

 an
d

 sto
p

p
ed

 b
y to

 sp
eak b

riefly w
ith

 R
u

th
. 

S
he still hadn't found out O

sw
ald's address in O

ak C
liff, but she told 

h
im

 th
at w

h
en

 th
e O

sw
ald

s m
o

ved
 in

to
 an

 ap
artm

en
t ag

ain
, as sh

e 
exp

ected
, sh

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e p

erfectly w
illin

g
 to

 g
ive h

im
 th

at ad
d

ress. 
D

uring their conversation R
uth com

m
ented that she thought O

sw
ald 

w
as a T

ro
tskyite. W

h
en

 H
asty asked

 h
er if sh

e th
o

u
g

h
t th

is w
as a 

m
en

tal p
ro

b
lem

, R
u

th
 said

 th
at sh

e d
id

n
't u

n
d

erstan
d

 th
e m

en
tal 

processes of a M
arxist, but that "this w

as far different from
 saying he 

w
as m

entally unstable or unable to conduct him
self in norm

al soci-
ety." R

u
th

 later testified
, "I w

as n
o

t at all w
o

rried
 ab

o
u

t id
eo

lo
g

y 
co

n
trary to

 m
y o

w
n

 o
r w

ith
 w

h
ich

 I d
isag

reed
, an

d
 it lo

o
ked

 to
 m

e 
th

at h
e w

as a p
erso

n
 o

f th
is id

eo
lo

g
y o

r p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y w
h

ich
 h

e calls 
M

arxism
, in

d
eed

 n
early a relig

io
n

," b
u

t th
at sh

e d
id

n
't th

in
k h

im
 

dangerous because of these beliefs. 
W

hile R
uth w

as speaking w
ith H

asty, M
arina slipped out the back 

d
o

o
r an

d
 m

em
o

rized
 th

e licen
se n

u
m

b
er o

f h
is car. S

h
e h

ad
 also

 
overheard and understood a part of their conversation. R

uth testified 
that during that day or the next, w

hile they w
ere doing dishes. M

arina 
to

ld
 h

er "sh
e felt th

eir ad
d

ress w
as th

eir b
u

sin
ess.... an

d
 sh

e m
ad

e 
it plain that this w

as a m
atter of privacy for them

. This surprised m
e. 

S
he h

ad
 n

ever spoken to m
a this w

ay before, and I didn't see that it 
m

ade any difference." 
W

hen O
sw

ald returned to Irving on Friday the 8th, he w
as greeted  
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w
ith the unw

elcom
e new

s of H
osty's return visit. W

hen R
uth told him

 
H

asty had asked if this w
as a m

ental problem
 Lee "gave no reply but 

m
o

re a sco
ffin

g
 lau

g
h

, h
ard

ly vo
iced

." H
e said

, "T
h

ey are tryin
g

 to
 

in
h

ib
it m

y activities." R
u

th
 rep

lied
, "Y

o
u

 h
ave yo

u
r rig

h
ts to

 yo
u

r 
view

s, w
hether they are popular or not." S

he w
as thinking in term

s 
of his handing out pam

phlets or expressing a belief in Fidel C
astro. 

B
ut privately she also thought that w

ith his background as a defector 
he ought to expect the FB

I to be interested in him
. S

he suggested that 
he go see H

asty and tell him
 w

hatever he w
anted to know

. O
f course, 

this w
as exactly w

hat he could not do. B
ut he said that he had stopped 

at th
e d

o
w

n
to

w
n

 o
ffice o

f th
e F

B
I an

d
 left a n

o
te. 

T
h

e fro
n

t-p
ag

e sto
ry th

at d
ay w

as ag
ain

 th
e p

resid
en

t's trip
 to

 
flas. Tw

o luncheon sites, one of them
 the Trade M

art, w
ere under 

side 	
•arades w

ere yet being planned. 
ears later, 	

anny Lee Fenner, recalled that 
w

ald had com
e into t e 

1  office on C
om

m
erce S

treet tw
o or three 

w
eeks b

efo
re th

e assassin
atio

n
. H

e lo
o

ked
 "fid

g
ety" an

d
 asked

 to
 

speak w
ith H

asty. Inform
ed that he w

asn't in, O
sw

ald handed her a 
b

u
sin

ess-size e
n

v
e
lo

p
e
 w

ith
 th

e
 w

o
rd

 "H
a
s
ty

" w
ritte

n
 o

n
 it a

n
d

 
w

alked out. H
osty later adm

itted that he had destroyed the note inside 
after O

sw
a d's death, on orders from

 his D
allas superior, J. G

ordon 
S

h
an

klin
 S

h
an

klin
 w

as evid
en

tly co
n

cern
ed

 th
at th

e n
o

te w
o

u
ld

 
suggest that the FB

I hadn't kept a careful enough eye on the presi-
en

t's assassin
.) In

 1975 H
asty to

ld
 th

e C
h

u
rch

 co
m

m
ittee th

at th
e 

urssign 	
note read, roughly: 

If you have anything you w
ant to learn

 ab
o

u
t m

e. co
m

e talk to
 m

e 
d

irectly. If yo
u

 d
o

n
't cease b

o
th

erin
g

 m
y w

ife, I w
ill take ap

p
ro

p
riate 

actio
n

 an
d

 rep
o

rt th
is to

 proper authorities.' 

H
asty p

u
t th

e n
o

te in
 h

is w
o

rkb
o

x, w
h

ere it rem
ain

ed
 u

n
til th

e d
ay 

of the assassination. 
O

n
 S

atu
rd

ay th
e 9th

 O
sw

ald
 b

o
rro

w
ed

 R
u

th
's typ

ew
riter to

 co
m

-
pose a letter to the S

oviet E
m

bassy in W
ashington. It w

as a character-
istic m

ixtu
re o

f g
u

ile an
d

 in
g

ratiatio
n

. 

This is to inform
 you of recent events since m

y m
eetings w

ith com
rade 

K
o

stin
 in

 th
e Em

bassy of the S
oviet U

nion, M
exico C

ity, M
exico. 

I w
as unable to rem

ain in M
exico indefinitely because of m

y M
exican 

visa restrictio
n

s w
h

ich
 w

as fo
r 15 d

ays o
n

ly. I co
u

ld
 n

o
t take a ch

an
ce 

00 requesting a new
 visa unless I

 used m
y real n

am
e, so

 I retu
rn

ed
 to
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to
 n

arro
w

 h
is p

ath
. H

is p
ercep

tio
n
 o

f th
e p

lo
ts ag

ain
st C

astro
 h

ad
 

already led him
 to threaten P

resident K
ennedy's life on tw

o occasions. 
O

n O
ctober 19th, a double feature about agcacsinations rem

inded him
 

of "the actual situation" that existed in C
uba. T

he follow
ing evening 

his preoccupation w
as such that he didn't think to ask about the birth 

of his second child. 
H

aving failed to get R
ussian visas, O

sw
ald w

as stranded in D
allas. 

H
e m

ade plans to renew
 his political activities. B

y "reading betw
een 

the lines" of leftist new
spapers, he w

ould determ
ine w

hich line to 
follow

. B
ut in N

ovem
ber there w

ere n
ew

 developm
ents. H

is visit to 
the S

O
viet E

m
bassy in M

exico had understandably reaw
akened the 

F
B

I's interest in him
. C

ornered, feeling unjustly persecuted, O
sw

ald 
w

ro
te a n

o
te to

 H
o

sty
 an

d
 a letter to

 th
e S

o
v

iets in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 

p
ro

testin
g

 th
e F

B
I atten

tio
n

. A
t th

is ju
n

ctu
re, h

e learn
ed

 th
at th

e 
president's m

otorcade w
ould pass the building w

here he w
orked. 

It m
ust have seem

ed to him
 that fate had spoken. A

ll his past life 
w

as a rehearsal for the m
om

ent w
hen he decided to act out his violent 

fan
tasies ag

ain
st P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
. A

fter h
is arrest, O

sw
ald

 ap
-

peared calm
, introspective, at peace w

ith him
self. H

e behaved as if he 
w

ere now
 in control—

as, in a real-sense, he w
as, until Jack R

uby's 
ow

n obsessions intervened. A
t long L

ast, O
sw

ald had achieved w
hat 

he had alw
ays w

anted: vengeance pow
er, and even an infam

ous im
-

m
ortality. 
T

he aasassination of John K
ennedy w

as neither an act of random
 

violence nor a cons irac . It w
as carried out as a result of O

sw
ald's 

character and 	
ckground interacting w

ith circum
stance. It's likely 

th
at h

ad
 th

 e b
een

 n
o
 p

lo
ts ag

ain
st C

astro
, O

sw
ald

 w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
eventually 	

led
 so

m
eo

n
e, b

u
t it w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 P

resid
en

t 
K

ennedy C
astro's w

arning had sim
ply deflected his aim

. 
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A
fter converting to M

arxism
, O

sw
ald's conscious m

otives w
ere 

p
o
litical. H

e co
n
sid

ered
 h

is d
efectio

n
 to

 b
e a co

u
rag

eo
u
s p

ro
test 

against A
m

erican m
ilitary im

perialism
. H

is explanation for attacking 
W

alk
er w

as also
 id

eo
lo

g
ical: h

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e elim

in
atin

g
 a p

o
ten

tial 
H

itler, thereby saving lives. E
ach tim

e, he expected to be recognized 
as a fighter for justice. B

ut his inner com
pulsions w

ere the sam
e as 

they had been. O
n learning that the W

alker bullet had m
issed, he w

as 
disappointed, but M

arina believed that he w
as also pleased "w

ith the 
clever fellow

 he w
as" in getting aw

ay w
ith the attem

pt. H
e had put 

one over on the police. 
S

trip aw
ay the politics, and O

sw
ald's antisocial personality is evi-

dent. H
e resem

bles the typical S
t. E

lizabeths crim
inal seeking pow

er, 
control, and excitem

ent. A
t Y

outh H
ouse he had been diagnosed as 

a "passive-aggressive" individual, som
eone w

hose outw
ard com

pli-
ance m

asked deep anger. T
his characteristic show

s up in his political 
w

ritings, w
here O

sw
ald cast him

self as a silent observer w
ho w

aited 
in "stoical readiness" for the opportune m

om
ent to act. 

T
his com

plex of m
otivations reverberated in the K

ennedy  assassi-
nation, It w

ould be a violent protest against A
m

erican im
perialism

 
tow

ard C
uba and a retaliation for the plots against C

astro. B
ut be-

neath O
sw

ald's rationalizations, there w
as a continuing self-aggran-

dizem
ent and a desire for vengeance that carne from

 som
ething o

th
e
r 

than politics. 
E

ach of these incidents w
as also derived, in som

e w
ay, from

 O
s-

w
ald's reading of press reports. H

is ideas w
ere never entirely original. 

O
sw

ald's defection w
as preceded by that of G

uy B
urgess and D

onald 
M

aclean, a fam
ous case that O

sw
ald alluded to in a conversation w

ith 
N

elson D
elgado. It w

asn't so m
uch that new

s stories "put ideas in his 
head." It w

as alm
ost the other w

ay around: O
sw

ald's grandiose self-
im

age drove him
 to project him

self onto the w
orld stage. T

he interna-
tional political scene w

as the reality that m
attered to him

, and he w
as 

d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 m

ak
e h

is m
ark

 o
n

 it. 
A

s each of his efforts w
as frustrated, O

sw
ald's schem

es becam
e 

progressively m
ore violent. H

is defection resulted in a w
eek's public. 

ity and tw
o and a half years of obscurity. T

he W
alker incident gained 

only a brief, anonym
ous attention. T

hen his plan to reach C
uba w

as 
thw

arted by red tape—
m

oreover, the C
ubans didn't take him

 seri-
ously. H

is repeated attem
pts to join a revolutionary m

ovem
ent had 

failed, leaving him
 as isolated and unrecognized as ever.' 

A
fter O

sw
ald returned to D

allas in O
ctober 1963, events continued 
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N

ote 
H

o
sty

's recep
tio

n
ist cla

im
ed

 th
a
t th

e n
o
te w

a
s p

a
rtly

 v
isib

le in
sid

e 

th
e u

n
sea

led
 en

v
elo

p
e a

n
d

 th
a
t it co

n
ta

in
ed

 a
 th

rea
t to

 b
lo

w
 u

p
 th

e F
B

I a
n

d
 

D
a
lla

s P
o
lice D

ep
a
rtm

en
t, b

u
t th

is is u
n

lik
ely

. H
o
sty

 sa
id

 th
e n

o
te w

a
s fo

ld
ed

 

so
 th

a
t th

e w
ritin

g
 co

u
ld

n
't b

e seen
, a

n
d

 it w
o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e b

een
 u

n
ch

a
ra

cteristic 

o
f O

sw
a
ld

 to
 p

u
t a

n
 in

crim
in

a
tin

g
 sta

tem
en

t o
n

 p
a
p

er. H
o
sty

's v
ersio

n
 a

lso
 

so
u

n
d

s m
o
re lik

e O
sw

a
ld

, w
h

o
 freq

u
en

tly
 to

o
k

 h
is co

m
p

la
in

ts to
 "

p
ro

p
er 

a
u

th
o
rities."

 F
in

a
lly

. H
o
sty

's rea
ctio

n
-p

u
ttin

g
 th

e n
o
te a

sid
e-su

g
g
ests th

a
t 

O
sw

a
ld

 m
a
d

e n
o
 v

io
len

t th
rea

t. 
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u
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sw
a
ld
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isa
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d
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lfred
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 M
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a
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l o
f C
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270.  
N

ote 	
In

 a
n

 ea
rlier, h

a
n

d
w

ritten
 d

ra
ft O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d

 w
ritten

, "
T

h
e a

g
en

t 

a
lso

 'su
g
g
ested

' th
a
t m

y
 w

ife co
u

ld
 'rem

a
in

 in
 th

e U
.S

. u
n

d
er F

B
I p

ro
tectio

n
,' 

th
a
t is, sh

e co
u

ld
 refu

se to
 retu

rn
 to

 th
e-"

 T
h

e la
st fiv

e w
o
rd

s w
ere cro

ssed
 

o
u

t a
n

d
 th

e sen
ten

ce co
m

p
leted

 w
ith

 "
d

efect fro
m

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
."

 O
sw

a
ld

 

clearly felt th
at H

osty's rou
tin

e assu
ran

ces to M
arin

a som
eh

ow
 th

reaten
ed

 h
is 

p
la

n
s to

 sen
d

 h
er b

a
ck

 to
 R

u
ssia

. R
u

th
 d

isco
v
ered

 th
is d

ra
ft ly

in
g
 o

n
 h

er d
esk

 

o
n

 N
o
v
em

b
er 9

 ([1
1
, 1

3
-1

8
, 5

1
-5

2
; W

R
, 3

o
9
). P

u
zzled

 a
n

d
 d

istu
rb

ed
 b

y
 its 

co
n

ten
ts, sh

e m
a
d

e a
 co

p
y
, in

ten
d

in
g
 to

 sh
o
w

 it to
 H

o
sty

 if h
e retu

rn
ed

. 
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C
o
n

v
ersa

tio
n

 w
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u
th

's h
o
u

se: M
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