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Q
. D

id
 you a

re w
ith

 Oswald? 
A. Right; I was in the same line.... It w

as a p
retty b

ig jok
e, b

ecau
se 

he got a lot of "Maggie's drawers" [a red flag  indicating  the shot had 
missed the target], you know

, a lot of m
isses, b

u
t h

e d
id

n
't g

iv
e a

 d
a
rn

. 

Q
. M

issed
 th

e ta
rg

et completely? 
A. He just qualified, that's it. He wasn't as enthusiastic as the rest of 

us. W
e all loved—

liked, y
o
u

 k
n

o
w

, g
o
in

g
 to

 th
e ra

n
g
e_

 

s
. T

h
e
m

e
 elem

ent  in
 th

is accou
n

t  is that O
sw

ald w
asn't enthusiastic. 

—
h

e d
id

n
't giv

e
 a

 d
a
rn

. H
e
 s

c
rT

rFist o
n

e p
o

in
t ab

o
ve th

e sco
re 

\necessary to qualify. A
s a raw

 recruit he had done better. A
nd accord-

in
g  to

 a
 re

p
o

rt in
 'T

im
e. 

h
is M

arin
e rifle-sco

re b
o

o
k sh

o
w

ed
 h

im
 

"m
akin

g  4S and 4
9
 points out of a possible 5o in rapid fire at zoo yards 

from
 a sitting position, w

ithout a scope." 

d
u

rin
g

 w
h

ich
 O

sw
ald

 learn
ed

 th
at T

h
o

rn
ley, to

o
, w

as an
 ath
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1
 ,7 

1
 i,"

 4
4
1
 4-  

"W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k o
f co

m
m

u
n

ism
?

" O
sw

ald
 asked

 h
im

. W
h

en
 //IA, :p

i ift-",„, ,L., 

Thornley replied he didn't think m
uch of it, O

sw
ald told him

, "
W

e
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I think the best religion is communism." At first T
h

o
rn

le
y
 fe

lt th
a
t i ( I 

1, f,,,,is-■ 

O
sw

ald w
as m

erely playin
g  to

 th
e cro

w
d

, b
u

t h
e later d

ecid
ed

 th
a
t 1

•2
1
4
i 

6',:I 

O
sw

ald sincerely believed "com
m

unism
 w

as the best system
 in the 1, ..,;11  t,5;•  1

 , 
w

o
rld

." th
o

u
 

he_  noticed som
e gaps in Lee's know

ledge
, T

h
o

rn
le

y
 L

ii
 
‘
,,i:

;  I  

considered him
 to

in
tellig

en
t, an
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learning after the assassination that O
sw

ald had never finished high i 
L

'If•  1
t 

school. H
e thought the new

s m
edia underestim

ated O
sw

ald's under- )  . ,..,,,soi. I 

standing of M
arxism
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I certainly think he understood much more than many people in the 

I ilj 1; I 
onto his particular beliefs ... trying  to know something  over his head. ' 11' `.  
press have seem

ed to feel, I don't think he was a man who was grasping  I ' ' 
by any means. 	
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  m
ainly because he testified that O

•iw
ald w

as a poor rifle shot w
hen he 

 M
arin

es: 
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In the spring of 1959 O
sw

ald struck up an acquaintance w
ith K

erry 

Thornley, another youn
g  radar operator, w

ho w
ould be so im

pressed 

by O
sw

ald that he w
ould w

rite a novel about him
 after his defection., 

r a
t i
 a t 

.f.,- 
--

T
hornley seem

ed to agree w
ith som

e of his ideas—
beginnin

g  w
ith

 an
 

A
s in the case of D

elgado, &
W

ald beca—m
e interested in Thorniey after 	

t
it / . -- 

„ 	, 14:  
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ad
m

iratio
n

 fo
r th

e new
 

C
u

b
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 lead
er. T

h
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et at a b
u

ll sessio
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a
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e
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e
 g

 t th
e
 . . P

t-m
y
 w

h
o

 

had becom
e a m

ajor in C
astro's arm

y. That A
ugust M

organ received 

considerable press coverage w
hen be lured som

e anti-C
astro rebels 

in
to

 a trap
 b

y p
reten

d
in

g
 to

 b
e a co

u
n

ter-revo
lu

tio
n

ary. 

D
elg ad

o
 recalled

 th
at O

sw
ald

 w
an

ted
 to

 em
u

late M
o

rg
an

. T
h

ey 

began talking about g oing to C
uba to join the revolutionary forces as 

officers and "lead an expedition to som
e of these other islands and free 

th
em

 to
o

." T
h

ey talked
 ab

o
u

t h
o

w
 th

ey w
o

u
ld

 "d
o

 aw
ay w

ith
 T

ru
-

jillo
." W

ith
 D

elg
ad

o
's h

elp
, O

sw
ald

 learn
ed

 so
m

e elem
en

tary S
p

an
- 

ish. A
fter th

e C
u

b
an

 g overnm
ent started sending hundreds of B

atista 

supporters before the firing squad, D
elgado lost his enthusiasm

 for 

C
astro, but O

sw
ald defended him

. H
e argued that in all new

 g overn-

m
ents som

e errors w
ere bound to occur, but he w

as certain that these 

p
eo

p
le h

ad
 b

een
 in

vestig
ated

 p
rio

r to
 th

eir execu
tio

n
s an

d
 th

at th
e 

A
m

erican press w
asn't publicizing those investi g ations. For D

elgado, 

leavin
g

 fo
r C

u
b

a h
ad

 b
een

 b
arracks talk, m

o
stly, b

u
t O

sw
ald

 still 

w
an

ted
 to

 g o
. H

e asked
 D

elg
ad

o
 fo

r id
eas ab

o
u

t h
o

w
 an

 A
n

glo-

A
m

erican
 like h

im
self co

u
ld

, in
 D

el g ad
o

's p
h

rasin
g

, "g
et w

ith
 a 

C
uban, you know

, people, be p
art o

f th
at revo

lu
tio

n
ary m

o
vem

en
t," 

rand D
elgado suggested he g et in

 to
u

ch
 w

ith
 a C

u
b

an
 em

b
assy. H

e 

l believed that O
sw

ald later m
ade contact w

ith the C
uban consulate in 

`L
o

s A
n

g eles and received m
ail—

perhaps pro-C
uban literature—

from
 

th
ere. B

u
t fo

r so
m

e reaso
n

 O
sw

ald
 ab

an
d

o
n

ed
 th

e id
ea o

f g
o

in
g

 to
 

'C
u

b
a, at least fo

r th
e m

o
m

en
t. 

D
elg ad

o
 alo

 rem
em

b
ered

 th
at O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 n
o

 u
se fo

r relig
io

n
—

"H
e u

sed
 to

 lau
g

h
 at S

u
n

d
ay sch

o
o

l ... m
im

ic th
e g

u
ys th

at fell o
u

t 

to
 g

o
 to

 ch
u

rch
. . . . O

sw
ald

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at "G

o
d

 w
as a m

yth
 o

r a 

leg
en

d
, th

at b
asically o

u
r w

h
o

le life is b
u

ilt aro
u

n
d

 th
is o

n
e false-

hood." The B
ible w

as sim
ply "a novel." O

sw
ald preferred D

as K
apilal 

a
n

d
 o

th
e
r p

o
litic

a
l b

o
o

k
s
 lik

e
 G

e
o

rg
e
 O

rw
e
ll's

 
A

n
im

al F
arm

. 

T
h

ro
u

g
h

 D
elg

ad
o

, w
e are ab

le to
 see th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 little sen

se o
f 

irony. A
s he described A

n
im

al F
arm

 
to

 D
elg

ad
o

, th
e farm

er rep
re-

sented the im
perialistic w

orld. and the anim
als w

ere the w
orkers or 

socialist people, and "eventually it w
ill com

e about that the socialists 

w
ill h

ave th
e im

p
erialists w

o
rkin

g
 fo

r th
em

." W
h

en
 h

e w
as asked

 if 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 exp

lain
ed

 th
at after th

e p
ig

s to
o

k o
ver th

e farm
 th

ey 

becam
e like the farm

ers, D
el g ad

o
 rep

lied
, "N

o
;  just that the pigs and 

an
im

als h
ad

 revo
lted

 an
d

 m
ad

e th
e farm

er w
o

rk fo
r th

em
." O

sw
ald

 
...., h

ad
 read

 th
e b

o
o

k literally an
d

 o
b

vio
u

sly m
issed

 O
rw

ell's p
o

in
t. 

N
elso

n
 D

elg
ad

o
's n

am
e appears in

 m
any conspiracy books, but 
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