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Kennedy assassination still haunts Oswald's brother 
L

IT
T

L
E

 R
O

C
K

, A
rk (A

P) —
 R

obert O
sw

ald 
feels for , the fam

ilies of T
im

othy M
cV

eigh and 
John H

inckley because he know
s w

hat it's like to 
have an infam

ous relative. 
In

 a rare in
terv

iew
 w

ith
. th

e 
A

rkansas 
D

em
ocrat-G

azette, O
sw

ald said he believes his kid 
brother, L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, acted alone in killing 

President K
ennedy, but he still doesn't know

 w
hy. 

A
fter declining interview

s for 20 years or so, 
the 63-year-old O

sw
ald said he decided to talk now

 
partly to help other fam

ilies that m
ight be trying 

.to cope w
ith w

rongs done by their relatives. T
he 

interview
 w

as published earlier this m
onth. 

"M
y heart just ached w

hen I saw
 the father 

and m
other of John H

inckley," he said, referring 
to R

onald R
eagan's w

ould-be assassin in 1981. 
"A

nd you think of w
hat the fam

ilies of people like 
T

im
 M

cV
eigh go through." M

cV
eigh w

as convict-
ed and sentenced to death for the O

klahom
a C

ity 
bom

bing. 
O

sw
ald and his fam

ily now
 live in W

ichita 
F

alls, T
exas, w

here they have tried to survive 
w

ithout stigm
a O

sw
ald said he doesn't talk to his  

grandchildren about the assassination or their 
great-uncle. 

O
sw

ald
 rem

em
b
ers sleep

in
g
 n

ex
t to

 h
is 

brother in a N
ew

 O
rleans orphanage, w

here his 
m

other placed them
 after their father died. 

H
e also recalls standing before L

ee's open 
casket in a F

ort W
orth cem

etery, m
um

bling a 
prayer and kissing his brother's cheek. It w

as just 
tw

o days after the K
ennedy assassination that 

Jack R
uby shot and killed L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. 

A
fter leaving the M

arines in 1959, L
ee told 

R
o
b
ert h

e w
as th

in
k
in

g
 o

f g
o
in

g
 to

 C
u
b
a to

 
em

ulate E
rnest H

em
ingw

ay. Instead, just a w
eek 

later, he im
pulsively headed for the Soviet U

nion, 
w

here he defected. 
H

e cam
e back in 1962, w

ith a new
 R

ussian 
w

ife, M
arina T

hat fall, a year to the day before 
K

ennedy's assassination, R
obert, L

ee and their 
stepbrother, John, gathered at R

obert's hom
e in 

T
exas for their first m

eeting in nine years. 
It w

as their last fam
ily gathering. 

In M
arch 1963, R

obert, by then living in 
A

rkansas, received a letter from
 L

ee w
ith a D

allas 

A
ssociated hem

 

R
obert O

sw
ald believes his brother, L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald, acted alone in killing John F. K
ennedy.. 

post office box as a return address. S
ix m

onths 
later, R

obert w
rote L

ee seeking another reunion, 
but never received an answ

er. 
R

obert w
as w

orking in his office on N
ov. 22, 

1963, w
hen w

ord cam
e of the assassination. H

e 
thought he heard the nam

e O
sw

ald. T
hen he 

heard .L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald's nam
e dearly. 

"Som
ething m

ust have show
n in m

y face," he 
recalls, "because this receptionist took a look at 
m

e and started crying." 
"T

hat's m
y kid brother," R

obert O
sw

ald said 
to no one in particular. 


