wihe Lesser of Two Evils” = 67

The one issue on which he did not change his mind during
this time was his desire to leave Russia and return to the States.
By the beginning of July, the embassy had still not answered his
May letter disclosing his marriage and his wife’s desire to join
him. Oswald decided to visit Moscow, obtained Soviet permis-
sion to travel, and unexpectedly arrived at the embassy on Sat-
urday, July 8, 1961. It was the same day of the week he had
arrived in 1959 to try and revoke his U.S. citizenship, and again
he was asked to return Monday. This time he did.

Oswald telephoned Marina in Minsk, and she joined him in
Moscow,* waiting outside the embassy while he met with
American consul Richard Snyder, the same official who had en-
countered him in 1969.7 Snyder found him remorseful. Un-
known to Snyder, Oswald told him several lies—that he had
never applied for Soviet citizenship, had not made derogatory
statements about the U.S., and was not a member of the factory
trade union. He truthfully told Snyder that he had never given
the Soviets any military information and that the KGB had not
debriefed him.

Convinced Oswald had learned his lesson, Snyder had him fill
out an application for renewal of his American passport. The
renewal was necessary since his passport was set to expire on
September 10, 1961, and Snyder considered it very unlikely that
the Soviets would issue an exit visa in the next two months. On

the questionnaire, Oswald repeated that he was still an Ameri- o

can citizen.t

returning to the U.S., Oswald complained to his brother, Robert, that the firing
pin on his rifie was defective. “| went hunting with Lee plenty of times,"” says
Robert. “He was a good shot who always got his game."

# Unknown to Oswald, Marina, frustrated by their unsatisfying sexual con-
tact since her pregnancy, slept with a former suitor, Leonid, on the day Oswald
had left for the embassy (McMillan, Marina and Lee, p. 129).

{ Some question why Snyder approved Oswald based upon his answers on
the carbon copy of the questionnaire. At the bottom of the form, four acts
were listed that would indicate a person had forfeited his American citizen-
ghip. All the prohibitions related to actions in a foreign state, including swear-
ing allegiance, serving in the armed forces or the government, or voting in an
election. Next to these prohibitions were the words have or have not. On
Oswald's form, have not was apparently stricken, indicating he had committed
one or more of the preseribed acts. In approving Oswald, therefore, it ap-
peared that Snyder had bent the rules. The real explanation is more mundane
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Mr. Oswarp. That is correct.

Mr. Jennez. Just the two of you, or did anybody accompany you?
Mr. OswaLp. Three of us.

. Jenwee. Did you have a rifle?

., OswaLp. Yes, sir; I did.

Mr. Oswarp. All three were 22 ealiber, that is correct.
Mr. JexsER. Where did you obtain them?
.OniE.HIeREﬂnEunumnnoEonhnouaonggnoE
brother-in-law.

Mr. JexwER. Your brother-in-law?

Mr, OswaLn. My brother-in-law.

Mr. JENNER. What is his name?

Mr. Oswarp. 8. R. Mercer, Jr.

Mr. JENNER. What was the occasion of this trip? How did it come about?
Did you suggest it, your brother-in-law, Lee or how?

Mr. OswaLp. The day that I recall that Lee stayed with us in—between the

§

e e discharged and the time he was supposed to be leaving for New i3
Orleans was a period of 2 to 3 days. One of those days, I feel sure was a . -

Saturday, either we spent all day out at my in-laws' farm or the afternoon at
Egnnagnﬂossnu.ﬁavgﬁ.ﬁﬂang

E.Eﬂﬂgnagﬂgw&oﬂggnﬁwgu

Mr. Oswarn. This was a conple of days before he left for New Orleans
about 1 day or 2 days before he left for New Orleans. .

Mr. Durzes. And then he shipped out?

Mr. Oswarp. To locate & job.

Mr. JennER. On that occasion, that incident, did he have occasion to dis-
gﬁwhn%nbnuoiw-%a

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir; he did.

Mr. Junrwee. Did you see him do so?

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir. :

Mr. JensER. From what shoulder did he, against which shoulder did he place
the butt of the gun? \

Mr, Oswarn. The right shoulder.

Mr, Jen~ER. And with which hand or fingers
trigger and discharge the gun?

Mr. Oswarp. The right hand, sir.

of which hand did he pull-the

E.qEEEEEnE%FEE&EnBEEE S oy testified, do you know of the fact or know by rumor or otherwise that

on that occasion?”
Mr. Oswarp. I would say an average amount. . ’
Mr. JENNER. Nubﬂuniu!ﬂan%lﬁ-nhng%%

mean?

E.gﬁtuﬂgouoggggggﬂuua-ﬁfﬂ

DT, WOWALL., LTH, BAL.

Mr. JEnnEs. Would you indicate the frequency of that?

Mr, Oswarn. If T recall, only one other occasion that we had been hunting
together. This was during a leave that Lee had from the Marine Corps.

Mr. JennEr. During a leave that he had?

Mr. OswaLp. Yes, sir.” And at which™ time, if I may correct myself there,

ing & leave that he had from the Marine Corps. I don't recall of any game
at that particular time that we shot. I know we did handle the rifle and
fired maybe target practice,” something along that line. I don't .—.SB._. of

remember is during his stay after he returned
at my home in Fort Worth, that my wife and I
and our children took him and his wife and child out to the farm to meet our
{n-laws, my in-laws, and also to do a little hunting while we was out there,
and which we did just a very little bit. I believe this was on a Bunday
afterncon and we didn’t stay out very long.

Mr. Jenwge. What weapons did you use on that occasion?

Mr. Oswarp. On that occasion, I believe the same weapons we used before.

Mr. JeNNER. Would that be true of all three occasions?

Mr. Oswarn. I belleve on the first occasion, which was the occasion that Lee

] E- came home on leave, that at that time I only owned one .22 rifie.

Mr. Jexnes Was that the semiautomatic?
Mr. Oswarp, No, sir; it was not the semiautomatic, it was a bolt action

¥  rifle, with a clip on it. However, I believe Lee either used my brother-in-law's

rifle—

Mr, JenwER. Was that a bolt-action rifie?

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir; it is a bolt-action rifle. He either used that rifle
or a single-shot, bolt-action rifle, another 22 that was out at the farm.

Mr. JENNER. On the occasion during which you went hunting during that

3 E 3 day period, interregnum his return and his discharge and his departure for
B 2 New Orleans, was the weapon he employed a bolt-action weapon?

Mr. OswarLp. Yes, gir; it was.
E.uﬂ_.u.u..F_anguﬂgﬁnanﬂwgﬁhnﬁnbﬁméﬁuﬁﬂ

% you recall hunting with Lee he employed a bolt-action rifle?

Mr. Oswarn. That is correct, sir.

Mr. Jenwen During your youth and prior to these oannlu.u- about which

SIS  your brother engaged in this light hunting or other kind of hunting where

-

he used a firearm even though he was not with you or you did not-accompany

manship. gngﬁaqaguggl“gnnaégea.h _n- him?

Mr. Oswarp. I feel surely that he did, without recalling any particular time

. q that he told me, but his interest along that line was generally like mine, that

Euuﬂnﬁa&n.nﬂﬁﬂoqnﬁiaﬂu%-w!ﬂ.nunadﬂuazﬁnn =

had, one of the weapons that belonged to me, was a semisutomatic 22 and I
uouuniwnanvﬁnnonnqﬂonnsneﬂnn-:ﬂwniﬁHmonEB. But all three
of us were shooting at him. .

Mr. McEgnzie. Did all three of you claim him?

Mr. Oswarp. No, sir; I did.

il o

Mr. Jexnes, Was that your only victory on that hunting trip or did some- F

one else shoot down & squirrel or a rabbit?

Mr. Oswarp. No squirrels were killed that day and perhaps I believe this was -
the oeccasion E»ﬂodﬁnigaw-nimﬁha-unﬁgﬁwgﬁnoﬂgﬁ E

left of the farmhouse; at En%ﬂﬂo—nagﬁnwaﬁgguﬂun
-.E_Hgmqngﬁgﬁn-ueﬁn&mrnagﬁﬁﬂnﬂogﬂunﬁ

three of us because it was the type of brush and thorns that didn’t grow very =

high but we were able to see over them, so getting three of us out there it =
A 3

wasn't very hard to kill eight of them.

Mr. JENNER. zg_gngugggﬂgﬁgggng. 3

of hunting at any other time during your lifetime? ..n -
326 i
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FHEEEE.EnuBEBirE#oEBSEBEQSgn
that he did do so.

Mr. Durzes. Did he ever tell you about hunting in Russia?

Mr, OswarLp. Yes, sir; he did.

Mr. JewNER. Would you relate that, please, tell us when the conversation
took place and the circumstances, if it was a conversation? T

Mr. Oswarp. The circumstances was it was in a letter I received from him.

Mr. Jenner. Is that one of the letters you produced? -

Mr, Oswarp. Yes, sir; it is. . : E

Mr. Jesner Did you have any conversation with him In addition to the
letter, apart from the letter? , = = A .

Mr. OswaLn. I belleve I did along that line because as I stated our interests

FHEEEEEEEFEEFEE.EEFT

E.uaanéﬁﬁ.gngguﬁgnﬂﬂﬁngg.
tion? We will take care of the letter in the morning. . TR

Mr. OswaId, No, gir; I am trying to give the conversation. —_— s

Mr. JeNnER. Thank you. Proceed - :
En.oniE?nﬂuEE-wnﬂwuoniEEnrn!nE -
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Mr, OswaLD. At no residence that he lived in that I was aware of at any
Em&nmsuﬁiﬁsnmgguﬂﬁhnmioﬁn take to be his own.

Mr. Jexyer. Did you ever have any discussions—did any discussion ever
occur between the two of you with respect to his acquisition of a television
set?

Mr. OswaLp, None that I recall, sir. 1
Mr. JeNNEr. This is, as far as you are concerned, a total blank, this tele-

 have, the shotgun.
Mr. JennEe. This conversation took place, as T understand it, on his return
from Russia when he was living with you for that month, that would be June-

1962 vision set matter?
..F“uaonihw Yes, sir; that is correct. Mr. OswaLp. That is correct, sir.
Mr. JexnEs. And that is the extent of the conversation? : Mr. Durtzs. I think we had-better adjourn pretty soon. This man has had
A quite an ordeal for the day.
Mr. Oawaro. Yes, sir; that is. e I . & b =
Mr. JennER. As you now recall it—there have been some reports, and they gl I E.n. i Is it -ﬁn%ugw—m & oar
u?qﬂ—«ﬂﬂoﬂﬁm@nﬁn:ﬂo%%anﬂmsgﬂ?oﬁ%ﬁgngﬁ =4 _HrrUaE g ?
e unuw.nwrhn Mounun.uww. 5 time 193 ¥ nﬂnmumni L g Mr. Oswarn. I .un.qo no objection to continuing.
whether he it ow t on A guaran m you. bt ;
What inf wﬁnnoﬂ knowledge do yon have in that connection? = Mr. McEeNzre. If you would prefer to reconvene tomorrow morning we can

ISy

Eoigmgguuiggngépﬁéuﬂrnﬁ I did J@ reconvene then.
-ngaiigggnguﬂgguaﬁ\qﬁnﬁﬁoﬂﬂa ¥ Mr. Rankrw. I think 9 o’clock is better. I think we can finish up in the
Mr, Jexnez. Where in Fort Worth? N morning.
Mr, O8WALD. Mercedes Street in Fort Worth, in a small duplex which was— o 1 Mr. DuLLes. Thank you. At 9 o’clock in the morning.
Mr. JexnER. Can you fix even more definitely the time of this event? M = (Whereupon, at 5:15 p.m., the President's Commission recessed.)
Mr. Oswarp. This was approximately the latter part of September, 1962 e B
And at his request— -w.
Mr. Jennee. He came to you, excuse me. m.
Mr. Oswarp. He called me, sir. = I
Mr. Jennes. He called you by telephone? -w
Mr. Oswarp, Yes, Enuwmﬂbanﬁopnawaaﬂgg!wgouoﬁuﬁg \m »
in Fort Worth at that time. : e 2 .
Mr. JennER. Give us the substance of what he said. ..a m Friday, February 21, 1964
Mr. OswaLp. Wi talked briefly about how each family was doing, and so i
fortt, und he said that he would like to establish credit and he bad tried g TESTIMONY OF ROBERT EDWARD LEE OSWALD RESUMED
‘ard" = ]
sy ometting 2t Momegomery WaEL e i . T e B T s T
him his request to d I said 1af 2 yenue o as. , LG .
that ”nuhuww_ow.—.ﬂhﬁ work, this 1.”” -ﬂ.!ﬂ.ﬂ-.ﬁ« m"aw “«nﬁﬁnﬁhﬂh - % mu.wwﬁn were Chief Justice Earl Warren, Chairman; and Allen W. Dulles,
ais £ Rl member. ]
o o B - e, Twasnot B  lso present were J. Lee Raukin, general counsel; Albert K. Jemner, Jr.
Mr. JenmER. There was no discussion, I take it, at that time of what—the et i ”na!-unnnoﬁum. imw_nu I %.“uﬂ”h“nuﬂungin and William MecEenszie,
use to which he intended to put his credit? e ttorney for Robert Edward
. OBWALD. ; 1 belleve perhaps he mention somethin, baby e -
o o o g s e & sbout & = The Chatrman. Gentlemen, the Commission will be arder.
3 i i Pr— : —— yesterday, be able to be here for a comparatively short time,
ﬂuﬂhﬂuﬂmﬂ.ﬂ ”unpiﬂn_hu uon-«uq om. hetweom. yod. A6 panckii .—zof=-  because we have our weekly conference of the Supreme Court today. And when
Mr. OswALD. No, sir; there was not. -~ Mva!a. Mr. Allen Dulles will conduct the hearing. We will now proceed with
Mr. JenNER., W ever in his home or apartment? i testimony.
Mr. ...-n...nihu. H”H I was. : = o Mr. JewmeR. Thank you, Mr. Chief Justice.

= HSEEESHE.E.E.SEEEnHEuBEEE
== = Egﬂﬁgﬂqﬂogniﬂ-ﬂﬂaﬁﬂpg«gpngo‘
~———#=  You recall that period?
= Mr, Oswarp. Yes, sir; I do.
Mr. Jesnen. Now, would you please describe his physical appearance the
last time you saw him during that 3-day period?
B [ Mr. Oswarn. His hair was brown and curly, & full set of hair. His physical
= appearance—he was trim, weighed approximately 140 pounds, he was approxi-
K = F Egancﬁewm.uognsginuuggbnﬁnng

Mr. Jewnes. Did you see a television set there? , 7

Kn.gagﬁﬂﬁwensguus&ﬁggg
Street, 19 that correct? . -

Mr. Jennen. Yes. - 3
Hu.o-ibb.ﬁnn.uiu-:-w_-woﬂon%punanﬂﬁnbnEﬂoiﬂ-ﬁanp =
television set that I remember. = it e - = -
Mr. Jenwes. On any occasion that you were there? - > o=
Mr. Oswarp. No, sir. . . s s =2

Mr. JensER. On any oceasion when waﬂiﬂ.o_h-bu.n_b? of residence of g8

wcunv%%wﬁnoﬁaﬂqbﬁudlﬁnmﬂﬁ&n.uglo?gﬂﬂil 4\_ =H.uﬂi.l. HBN«EEE_ME-. Was I wrong about the 3 days, or was it &
tel set? L = i longer period
a Eoil. oﬂuh. T .». 5 e i | Mr. Oswarp. No, sir; my recollection on that period was 2 or 3 days, and
Mr. JenyER. Where was that? L8 et " . = awwﬂnnﬁnaumenﬁnunn-q do 1 remember seeing him. He spent the day at
Mr. Oswarn. At my house gnd at my mother’s house. e O home '
Mr. 3 I should have acifle ARl \fled a resid P Mr. Jenner It was your lmpression, sir, that he was In good health, bright
agﬂgaaggﬁiﬁﬁwssﬁauuinws%. and alert mentally at that time?

I




3 R d more of an
Mr. Oswarn. No, sir. I have never known him to bandle anything—throy k- eourse John and I, when we attended military school, we ba
2 baseball, football, et cetera, fire a rifle, or do anything, left handed. R 3 on—.nnu_q to become acquainted with firearms. We EEEMQH:W& Hﬂw
¢ Mr. Jexnee. In order to be certain of the details in this respect, when b, RS MMW pistols, rubber guns, et cetera, when we were young. Lee e
wrote, did he write with his right or his left hand? ) .

Mr. Oswarp. Right handed. : = = owever, I would say this. Mother did not like firearms.
Mr. Jexwer. Right handed? - uﬂn_... Duries. We will recess now until 2 o'clock this afterncon.

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir. %3
Mr. JexnNER. And you in fact have seen him write with his right hand?
Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir, I bave.

Mr. Jennee. During your youth?

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir.

: 2 (Whereupon, at 12:30 p.m., the President's Commission recessed.)

3 v A

Mr, Jenwer Did ﬁ qqiounﬂﬂiﬂhgsna ever an occasion when you saw him SoeEE Afternoon Session
write or attempt to write hand? s 3

Mr, Oswazn. No, sir, I have never seen him at any time, on any occasion, ever *iigREEt: - TESTIMONY OF ROBERT EDWARD LEE 0SWALD RESUMED
attempt to write or do anything left handed. o e

Mr. Jewwra. You really covered my mext question, but T would like to ask <. Tbe President's Commission reconvened at 2 p.u.
it anyhow. - o ¥ yir. Dusces. The Commission will come to order.

There are men in athletics who are either right handed or left handed, but =@ ' Mr. Duizs. Mr. Jenzer, will you please continue?
who throw or bat or do something from the other side. - - .

i 5 . JexweR. Thank you, sir.

P ﬁ Reporter, would you read the last question and answer we have s0 we
- orient ourselves.

‘.....ﬂﬂn refresh your recollection, Mr. Oswald, T had commenced to EEw nﬂm.u._
" with respect to the interests of yourself, your brother John, and your %mu
E - Lee in firearms, even at the children's stage. And you had indicated develop-
3 ts in that area as you became older.

B anun_&uw you reached the point where, as BHH mﬂ.ﬂu“m. Woﬂ said of course your
E Eunugnnnwoingnwaoﬁi tary school.

,..wvnwn-..mOmivbP And, also, I believe, sir, the question referred to all three of us.
F '~ Mr, JENNER. Yes.

& Mr. Oswarp. To what extent we were familiar with firearms. | o
8. 7o elaborate, at military school John was by far the better shot of Euoﬁum
= of us. He was on the school rifie team. And, at this time, I was 10 years

- when I first attended there. My hunting instinct came alive.

Did he ever throw left handed or in any athletic endeavor employ his left
hand predominantly as against his right hand?

Mr. Oswarn. No, 8ir; not to my knowledge, he never did.

Mr. Jewwer. From your many years of experience with him, being associa
with him, as his brother, was he a predominantly right-handed person? ;

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir; he most certainly was. R

Representative Fozp. And you personally saw him throw, kick, or do any- -2
thing athletic over the years, and saw him use his right hand exclusively? b~

Mr. Oswarn. Yes, sir. I would say without qualification—I might be repeat- _3
ing myself here—at no time did I ever know him to do anything left handed, -2
to the extent that it would be predominant. Of course his hands worked to- 7§
gether, and so forth. But I have never known him to do anything left handed.

Mr. Jennzr. From your long scquiintance with him, and your intimate knowl- k-
edge of his physical characteristics in that respect, do you have an opinion as 5%
to whether he was instinctively right-handed or instinctively a left-handed -3g
person? =
. Mr. Oswain, I would say he was instinctively a right-handed person. :° . =

Mr. JenneR. In all the years you were with him, you had opportunity to see =

MH-E react instantaneously without having time to think about using his righ ..u & time, a number of years after that, we never had a firearm in the house.
nd or left hand? . :

; = er didn't like them. She was scared of them. And after we moved
Mr. Oswarn, Yes, sir. > : -ﬂ«aﬂﬂuﬂiua Street, none of us owned a rifle, even a 22, or & shoigun, or
Mr. Jeswer. Did you observe him on many occasions? s e ;

Mr. Oswazp. Yes. Ihave never known him to use his left hand in any manner —2
ﬁwgsﬂag would require that he use either hand—instinctively went to his ™ o

Mr. Jenven. Was he a coordinated person in the use of his right hand? Some -
are not coordinated athletically.

Mr. Oswarn, My opinion of this, sir, would be that he was coordinated to the
extent that looking at myself and many, I would compare us as two ina =
pod. Quite fast, well coordinated. . \vn-u

Mr. Jexxes. He was dextrous?

Mr. Oawarp. Yes, sir.

Mr. Jenwer And well coordinated?

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir, - SRS S 5. SR
Mr. Jexnee. And you had an opportunity over the g‘ao‘l pm engage 3
in athletics, did you? . - EE 3
Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir, B . .

= hunting.

; = gide of Fort Worth, and Benbrook, and do my squirrel

m.maun_oﬂon::andﬂqgﬁ-nﬂ&on%osﬂmﬁﬂwugH
Sl jop’t know that John &nluwﬁnum nww__rnwmn_ﬂuk“umg time he reached

SR  (he age of 17, at which time he jolned . Coast Guard.

=i Eu—..maquﬂﬂ-.ﬂ. This is when you moved over to Ewing Street in Fort Worth?

2 ? . Yes, sir, ° 7 - .

3 Hm““““dnn.s that time, had you and Lee at nuwnaonauawuunhﬁ

- EO&#E y__e.-»w:noﬁ%nmﬁhaanﬂbenioﬂmun.uﬁnﬂnnﬁnn
e ewEs This was 104849, So he was § to 10 years old?

Mr. Jexwer. During your youth, as a young man, ‘in-any event, did you and
your brother John and Lee have an interest rifles, .
rwtston peseraliys Y SRS D .
Mr, Oswaxrp, Yes, sir; we certainly. did. I would say this.
Mr. Jeswez. Now, this inciudes all three of you? =~
Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir; I understand that. -
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- No, sir. ﬂoE.goainaaasonaﬂEuEnEoumdg
=3 E.WMBMnHﬁ.WPE«MnR or my older brother John. As I stated, there was no
3 Ewm EH cap pistols, ke any other kid. And to the extent that we didn’t
‘ aven a BB gun. = 2 ’ . i
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' Mr, Oswarp, No, sir.

005 Vol.T



