7" The Oswald who ernerges in McMillan's book was
proud, W-ummmm
soaring, his abilities uncertain, his education l.mtull'
.to what be had picked up in public libraries déspite|
a reading disability called dyalexia. Froui the age of |
~be considered himself a Marxist-Leminist. His
Taive leftiam, hut he tressured them tha wey. alopely |
i, boy might treasure his collection of baseball cards. - |
i: 7 Often wnemployed, fired from the only job he ever
* liked and bored-to distraction with the rest, Oswald'
spent. hundreds - of hours working on his “idees,”;

- A

in the wWay-you. might- think.. We: recovered.: from : “Hand made her girifriends envious and because he was:
'Kénriedy’s loss quickly eneugh, but weire:still suffer- ' the only mamshe had ever known with an apartment:
ing from:the questions leit open by his death. Every-. .. of his own. This was no smaill matter in overcrowded
body has.his own theory:about-the murder, JOme . Russis.~Marina’s ‘uncle,-a colonel-in the. M.V.D.
of them, baroque in: their’ conspiratoriai; complexity,” ' (Ministry of Imtarpal Affwirs), had already rejectad |
some pugnaciously dismissive.. My own theocy is that: "’ : one of Marina’s suitors out of hand because:he had
Kennedy’s .murder marked the “moment.:when ' We. . png apartment: the colonel resented Marina’s presence
stopped thinking sbout. what we:might become'as:a" .- ijn his' home and -made it clear that he’ certainly
‘nation, and'start looking for:whom to-blame. > . 'didn’t want a pephew-in-law moving in as well. .
It is not just easy, but almost irresistible, to make " . 1ooked: at- from- the outside, the marriage was a
fun of the Kennedy assassination. skeptics;; with: their" ="
Oswald doubles and. triples,.the ectoplasmic gunmen
on the grassy knoil, the phantom CLA. agems, hover-.

1 her own,:
2 : WERR MRS s e UK
cause- it isw’t "a game,: Dosbt: bas:becommiither Jast “thrediened: to leave him for good, but at-the same:
frontier' of the: American: dissidents, - the-point: they -~ *{ime she' Joved. him, biamed. berself for their argo-i
will' not: yield. Once upon:e: time. they.helieved - e pitied. s loneliness, forgave his violence, |
America- might transcend: racism,: poverty,-injestics - honeqd Oswaid would outgrow the “idess” that no one:
and war; pow. théy -are;hunting villains-amoeng the.’. . ‘bur he took seriously. Once, in the smmmer of 1963,
ectoplasm. If thet strikes: - o % vhen-their. P $ P
doesn’t me - s LI

about the. Kennedy- assassination, but I wish it were- " gign"t enow what to do. She took him in her arms,
longer still, If T had four or five-issues of The-TImes - - conforted him, told him it would be ail right, they~
300k Review:to work-with; 1 might lightly skim:the - " o414 find-a way. Twisted and painful as it was,
evidence for conspiracy and give you a taste of the - - (praid’s relationship with Marina was the closest
desert where the skeptics live. There is no-water or being normal of any throughout his life.
life there, just the odd “fact” surrounded by thorns. Marina was familiar enough with Oswald’s “idess™
if I could take you into that wilderness for a week b, she did not grasp his desperate readiness to act
or two, you might appreciate more,readily what a _ on them until April 1963. Earlier that year Oswald
miraculous. book Priscilla: Johnson" McMilian has had ordered a pistol by mail, and later a rifle and
written,” miraculous becsuse McMillan had-the Wit, '~ four-nower telescopic sight, m the name of “A. I.|
courage and- perseverancs 'to- go- back: to- the heart . - Hidell, apparently chosen.becamse it rhymed with!
of the story, ard the art to give it life. - T4 Fided, the name he wanted to give the son he expect-!
Thomas Powers, a Puiitzer Prize-winniag reporter, - . ° On Wednesday, April 10, 1963, Oswaid confessed to;
is completingabook on the CLA. . .G 7 : — - , Continued on Page 46.
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Contmued.‘ from Pagg 10~

Marina with teers- in- his eyes.
that. he had. lost his job in. .

-photo: studio, the only one he.
had ever liked. That night-he .
failed to come home at the:’

usual time. Marina found a
note in Russian on his desk,

giving meticulous. instructions .

about how she was. tolive-in.
his absence. “If 1 am-alive and..
taken prisoner,” the: note con-'
cluded, “the city:jail:is- at the:
end pf “the bridge .we always.
used to cross when wewmt to
town. .

“At ll 30 " McMi!lan writes,
“Lee walked. in,- white;: covered .
with sweat, his eyes:glitteritig:

“ “What's happened?‘ Manna
asked. o
’ “'IshotWaIku ﬁcwm
of breath and couid’ hndly got,
out, the words. - ..
““Did you kill him?*-
7 don’t kmow. '’
The next day——half relxeved
half - disappointea — Oswald.
learned he had missed. Typical-:
Iy, he blamed his target. At the -
last moment, he told Marina,
Maj. Gen. Edwm, A. Waiker,
" U.S.A. (Ret), a “champion of
“ the John Birch- Society, had
moved his head. 1’herg~was a.
fiurry of notices in the: press,
but. no evidence turned. up-.to -
xmphcate Oswalds*l.ater he
showed Marinas . the* ‘elaborate

pian he'd drawn«up for Walk- ;

er's:~ murder;.completa. thh
maps--and photographs. and-
statement -of .Oswald’s political:
“jdeas.” Marina.made him bumn
the-incriminating - documents,.
but she kept lusnot&ot instruc-
tions and made - him"
never to.do such:a thing again.

McMillan’s _description . of
this episode is cbancteristlc of -
her book,.rich in brilliant: de--

tail, passionate and: canpeumg. .
Oswald's desperate:.. personal. .

unhappiness- before hisattempt,”
the emotional attershock (for .
one whole night he-was. liter- -
aliv-in convuisions), -the. calm

that followed, are all of a- piece. ..

They describe a man: withe a:
capacity — not reasons — for
murder. McMillan’s painstaking,
intimate account of Oswaid’s

last months prové one-simple,
‘important point: he’ was -no

phantom, but a man with- an o

hour-by-nour existence’ hke-amr

other. If she does .not know ex- -
actly why he wanted to kil]‘i
Walker or Kennedy-~how: is

: Manm Lee and Jum Oswald Dallas, November 1962.

one to extract a reason from part of the cover-up. -
. the irrational?-—ehe _neverthe— . The people who are taking
. less demonstrates- that nothing..- th!s -position ought to be’

swear E

he is said to have done contra-
dicts_what we' know he was:-
* McMillan’s” “portrait. 'is very
dense indeed. If the skepncs
are to preserve- their_conspira- .
~ cles, .they will have to squeeze :.
them into the cormers of. Os- _
“wald’s life. McMillan: achieves. .
“with art 'what the ‘Warren Comns™.
mission failed to. do:with. its: !
. report and: 260 volumeuof lawa_,
“yerly’ annlysas, hstxmony and..

tg

Mﬂhn _in-2 buff ;. circles:. —’HerA
. book can be. dismissed. She is-

unreiliable;~ not . to- be  trusted... ;
She-may havs. been- working.™
“for._the “State’ Departmenr"

or ~worse—when: she-had. an:-
interview- with Oswald in Mos-"
cow back in.October..1959. On:
"top of - that,. ‘McMillan's: -prin-
cipal source was Marina Os--
wald, who was the niece of a
. colonel- in the- M.V.D. (Marina
believes he was in charge of
convict labor working on timber
projects in Belorussia.) How
can you trust the work of
someone: working for . the
. “State: Department,” based om~"
. information’ from the: niece of .
a colonei in the M.V.D.? At
best, the buffs say, “Marina
and Lee” is a fantasy; at worst,

.7 sume- Marina . was-a: witting

ashamed of themseives; they
are accusing McMillan of the
3ame. fadlings—either secret
motives or. ad hominem argu-
ments—so often brougnt

themseives:. The argu-
ment is confusingly circular:
_.you can’t trust the: ‘book be-
. cause you caw’t.trust McMiilap,:
and you' cam’i trust’ McMillamr
" because you can’t trust Marina.
.That follows- only -if: you - as~

‘party to a coaspiracy to kill
_Kennedy. If you don’t believe
that—and very few -assassina-
< tion buffs do; they look for the
" villains - elsewhere—then her
r.estn:nony is . as good as any-
_one’s else. -

One skeptxc who doe in-
¢ clude Marina in the conspiracy?
is. the British" solicitor Michael
. Eddowes, whose book, “The Os~
_wald .File,” is typical in that!
- it depends heavily on existing !
- documents (admittedly volum-
inous) and offers a torturedi
and intricate rationale for
what might be explained more:
simply. Eddowes believes that
Oswald was actually “Oswald™
—a Russian agent who imper-
sonated Oswald in oeder to killi
Kennedy. He oifers exactly oney
prece -of evidence for this boid!
conjecture, - the fact 'that OQs-i
wald's heighr is given as 5 feer’
9 inches on.some documents.’
and 5 feet 1! inches or others.:
That's it. For the rest, ne-




'hght of hxs«theoty' ('E..g:.._Mu
ina and.-.‘Oswald?: only- pre-¥
tended. to'n;ht;iwm to: dis~

coutrage * suspicion th

really in cahoots.):# - ; approsched: . :
Eddowesismtroubhdbythe‘ he&suhled inquite 2 differen iecud;by the. Cubanisin 1963, ]

fact - that.; Oswald’s.. mother, : spirit. From: the - moment? she - Oswald: refused -to- slip- under;

brothers “amd. other relatives " e S : j

never doubted ﬂnt.Oswddwu»

05w~ald. and. even. copes witht knmy-

those- of - TOswald™: i seveny 2 hlkint- . -
nedy’s murdet in: 19635:A’ Rus- mmmum@m Lee.": Its;- taxture: is--rich
sian agent; he. says,; swil and;staris” over. thrsfnuo, : _nvincxng. as. pmnful as thq
files in the- meﬂm -yesrs: Very mucn | events:: it

son WOmmm.w’ & story*
was a Ruunnaso ztrwl!“m ;!:r*

ifa- thlvsndrﬁdehtyand
‘cept:m thats it is  his- den

a.boutrtheKennedy

tion are: alt smoke and no - 4
- “Marina - and - Lee™ burns. Ift
,onennﬂmit.hehenrttorudq
'1f,youmyﬁnallybegmtof

% get the phantom gunmen” m
- the grassy knoll. B i

surely. kmwtheir Iettzt&,w' s
be rouunelyvmtuapted.by e
F.B.L?- Why would the Russiang
go to.such troubie: to: ban

Eddowes’s book-is so-breatis
takingly bad—woodenly writ;
ten, -implausible; contradictoryy
lacking mewdenc&-tha: a re:
conspiracy . theorist™ Umight]
darkly. suspect i was intend
to discredit the genre: The qual+
ity of their work-is- generaily.
fot bigher than that.. -
. ‘But are-the skeptics- right®
‘Most of them=now-seemsto]
believe - that- Oswald-was' a#

least involved - in=: Kemmdy’fﬂl

murder—a - quantum - jumpe
credence—>but that others:
have: put. him: up-to: it:.T




