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M
ARIN 

OSW
ALD 

D
id her 

husband 
really  kill a 

resident? 
N

early 30 years after the death of 
John F K

ennedy, M
arina O

sw
ald can't 

bury the ghost of her "killer" husband 
S

hots rang out on the busy 
D

allas street on N
ovem

-
b

er 22, 1963. S
econ

d
s 

la
ter A

m
erica

's h
ero

, 
P

resident John F
 K

ennedy, w
as 

dead. A
s his blood-spattered lim

-
ou

sin
e sp

ed
 aw

ay, th
e w

orld
 

caught its last glim
pse of JF

K
, 

his body slum
ped on the lap of 

his shocked w
ife, Jackie. 

M
in

u
tes later a p

olicem
an

 
confronted L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, 

the m
an w

ho has gone dow
n in 

history as the P
resident's assas-

sin. B
ut did O

sw
ald actually fire 

that fatal shot? 
Investigators have uncovered 

disturbing evidence that doesn't 
fit the sim

ple im
age of O

sw
ald as 

a nut w
ith a grudge against the 

P
resident. Som

e experts believe 
he could have been one of three 
or four killers hired by the M

afia, 
or the C

IA
, to kill K

ennedy. 
T

he truth w
ill never be know

n, 
as O

sw
ald him

self w
as gunned 

dow
n by nightclub ow

ner Jack 
R

uby tw
o days after his arrest. 

F
ate d

ealt a cru
el b

low
 to 

O
sw

ald
's 22-year-old

 R
u

ssian
 

w
ife, M

arina. She had left her 
hom

eland w
ith her form

er U
S-

m
arine husband to build a new

 
life. W

hen he w
as arrested, then 

killed, her dream
s w

ere shattered, 
and she w

as left to bring up their 
tw

o daughters alone. 
N

eigh
b

ou
rs w

h
isp

ered
 an

d
 

pointed at M
arin

a in
 her local  

su
p

erm
ark

et. H
er d

au
gh

ters, 
June and R

achel, w
ere taunted in 

,the school playground. 
"

T
h

ere w
ere tim

es I w
ou

ld
 

dream
 of begging Jackie K

en-
nedy for forgiveness," she says. 

She has built a new
 life w

ith 
carpenter K

enneth P
orter. T

hey 
live con

ten
ted

ly in
 a p

eacefu
l 

m
iddle-class A

m
erican suburb. 

"A
t first I saw

 L
ee as the bad 

m
onster, a crim

inal capable of 
killing som

ebody on a w
him

," 
she says. "N

ow
 I believe there 

w
as a con

sp
iracy, an

d
 I d

on
't 

think L
ee pulled the trigger. I'm

 
not saying he didn't know

 about 
th

e p
lot, b

u
t w

e h
aven

't b
een

 
told the w

hole truth." 
M

arina w
as 19 w

hen she w
ent 

to the dance that changed her 
life. O

sw
ald

 w
as w

ork
in

g in
 a 

rad
io factory in

 M
in

sk
 w

h
en

 
they m

et. W
ithin six w

eeks they 
w

ere m
arried. O

sw
ald returned 

to A
m

erica and M
arina w

ent too. 
"It w

as a glam
orous thing for 

this m
ysterious ex-m

arine to tell 
m

e he loved m
e," says M

arina. 
"It w

as flattering that a foreigner 
thought so m

uch of m
e." 

F
ou

r m
on

th
s after th

ey settled  

in D
allas, O

sw
ald started w

ork at 
a photo lab that did w

ork for the 
govern

m
en

t. T
h

en
, in

 M
arch

 
1963, O

sw
ald ordered a gun and 

b
egan

 b
u

ild
in

g lin
k

s w
ith

 left-
w

in
g grou

p
s. M

arin
a 

w
as u

n
h

ap
p

y ab
ou

t it 
but there w

as little she 
could do. 

O
n the m

orning of the 

FA
C

T FILE 
• 

M
a

ririi c
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
fin

d
 an

y p
all 

b
e
a
re

rs
 fo

r h
e
r 

h
u

sb
an

d
's 

fu
n

e
ra

l a
s
 th

e
 

p
u

b
lic

 h
a

te
d

 h
im

 
so

 m
u

ch
 

• 
W

h
en

 sh
e d

rives 
p

a
s
t D

e
a
le

y
 

P
la

za
, w

h
e

re
 K

e
n

n
e

d
y

 
w

as sh
o

t, M
arin

a alw
ays 

tu
rn

s
 h

e
r h

e
a
d

 to
 a

v
o

id
 

lo
o

k
in

g
 a

t th
e
 s

p
o

t 
• 

L
ast year, a D

allas 
p

o
licem

an
's so

n
 said

 h
is 

fa
th

e
r, R

o
s

c
o

e
 W

h
ite

, 
w

a
s
 o

n
e
 o

f th
re

e
 a

g
e
n

ts
 

w
h

o
 killed

 K
en

n
ed

y. A
n

d
 

th
at, th

o
u

g
h

 O
sw

ald
 w

as 

m
.n

ssin
ation

 M
arin

a w
as at 

hom
e w

ith their tw
o babies, ex-

citedly w
atching the P

resident's 
arrival in D

allas on T
V

. W
hen 

th
e sh

o
o
tin

g
 h

a
p

p
en

ed
 sh

e 
becam

e w
orried; the previous 

spring O
sw

ald told her he had 
shot at, but m

issed, a local po-
litical figure. A

 short tim
e later, 

police arrived at her hom
e. M

a-
rina's nightm

are had begun. 
"

I can
n

ot d
escrib

e m
y feel-

in
gs,"

 sh
e says. "

I w
as over-

w
helm

ingly sad thinking about 
w

hat had happened. 
"B

ut really I could never im
-

agine L
ee killing K

ennedy. H
e 

alw
ays said good things about 

him
 and, w

hen Jackie K
ennedy 

had a m
iscarriage, L

ee had so 
m

uch sym
pathy for the fam

ily. 
L

ee liked the country, the system
, 

and he adored JF
K

." 
A

fter O
sw

ald's death M
arina , 

adm
its life w

as difficult. "I w
ent 

through a range of em
otions," 

sh
e says. "

I tried
 to p

rove to 
everyone I w

as w
orthy of living 

in m
y new

 country. I bent over 
backw

ards to please people. 
"E

ventually you learn to live 
w

ithout guilt because you are not 
responsible for w

hat som
ebody 

else has done. . 
"If L

ee cam
e back I w

ould ask 
h

im
 w

h
eth

er or n
ot h

e d
id

 it, 
because I need to know

 so badly. 
I w

ant to know
 the truth. 

"
A

n
d

 I w
ou

ld
 tell h

im
 th

at 
w

h
eth

er h
e d

id
 it or n

ot I still 
love h

im
. I alw

ays h
ave an

d
 

alw
ays w

ill." 	
T

im
 C

arro
ll 

in
 o

n
 th

e p
lo

t, h
e•n

ever 
fired

 an
y sh

o
ts 

• 
T

w
o

 m
o

n
th

s b
efo

re h
is 

d
eath

, K
en

n
ed

y m
ad

e a 
sp

o
o

f h
o

m
e m

o
vie an

d
, 

p
reten

d
in

g
 to

 b
e killed

 b
y 

a sn
ip

er's b
u

llet, fell 
c

lu
tc

h
in

g
 h

is
 c

h
e

s
t -

w
h

ile Jackie carefu
lly 

step
p

ed
 o

ver h
is b

o
d

y 

16 


