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Dear Marina,

After speakinguto Deborah ¥rouch yesterdav I returned to the w ritng and when I
resumed it again this morning and came to what Md marked for writing and then forgot ﬂ
about I was puzzled, Abdut g% several things that may be of interest to you.

One is that as best a non-lawyer can determine, and I am not a lawyer, I think
that xiailer' m the line that distihguishes whet@er any person wjp can be refer-
red to as a "public personuw" can sue for libels That is malice. If this is true, or -4
even can merely be argued in court, then it is to wonder why Hgiler did it, assuming
he is not mad (a question I raised in writing earlier this %rning) , and why Random House,
which has the bes‘)"lawyers, published it. One can conjecture sbout this endlessly and
not being a lawyer I dv not, at least now now.

I do not know how much of that atricoty you have recad. Mailer said in an interview
I have that you read all the M:i:nsk part and said to him "Telstoy it .isn't." an under-
statement. If yoy could bring yourself to rea4 that wolume, s he \élls what was what he
conpracted as "Oswald ih linsk," you may have observed what follows.

Firat Mailer uses Merezhinsky ’fo defame you, saying among other things that you
vwere expelled from leningrad because you werc a whore. Ho also quotes you as telling ikke
them you were raped. In the part where he uses lle ws he also has what makes a liar
of Mereszhensky. That alone causea wonder about what Wwe”did ite Then later he admits,
whé Te near the end of that Volume he reinterviews him, that time with his mbther, to
refer to him as a"}/rodig.ous Jiar" abd to say that, and this is paraphrase, not ’a/ word
he says can be believed. That alone was moro than enough to cause all of that writing fo
be eliminated. fie published the defamation that was based on "Brodiglous” lying.

While I cannot begin to understand that any decen?man would questionﬁ women about
anything like that, they dide What you told them in all I have no way of knowing(and I'n

not asking) but what Mailer used is more than your telling him it was a rape. What
fprgotten until I Saw the marker I'd put at page 37 is that 1Ua had confirmation from
the best source in the world that you were raped, Irina, who set you up for it. But what
is impressive is that her accpunt confirms thanart of what you told them that “ailer
used.

I can think of no way any lawyer can finagle around that and that is magnified
by his Herezhinsk§ as that “"prodigious liar" usg/ in any form.

I had decided earlier this morning to\“’ddress this in a diigrent wgy and 1've begun
it. Jh what I've written I wondered how Mailer could have put that on paper and how on
just reading it Random Hpuse could have published it. They could not have helped notice
what_I. did and I can think of no defense against thate That led me to thinking of other




powsible explanations. The only ones I can think of are that you would nbt sue because
that is so costly and could be so emba:rrassing(’l‘hey have faced that cost at least twice
with Posner's book and I am confident that if it was not a loss to begin with it became
that through the legal costs off those two suits alone. One X is up on appeal now, and

that escalates their costs.) and that perhaps they have what could be embarrassing
to you that they did not use in the book. | ‘

I cannot believe that ordinarily Random House would have gone for such vilification
that I belipve is libel mne or that their lawyers would not have couselled against
publication if it.

There is the additional factor,that there is no legitimate reason for using :H: a'i
all in the book vfgp.ch is to tell Oswald's story in the dense that he was impelled to
Kkill tho President for the "fawe" he would get from that. There just is no relevance and
even if ihere were they eliminate that by saying that Lee did not know you were not a
virgine. So that could not have had any meaning to him,

Yhat I am saying is that none of this makes sense.

And that it does seem almost t‘c;?enticing a lawsuit ove¥ it.

Which I am not suggesting.

At the same time you mﬁ{r want to :I.nquix# into it.

}ou may not even want t¢ learn if as a matter of law you have a basis for a 3%.1;
as 1 think you do.

I am going to: raise it entre@.y independently with a lawyer friend who is one of

my executors and whose practise is general) not specialized. When I get his opinion Iu
may want to include it in what I'm writing. e

If you give this anyd hought I call o your attentiozqsf:( what I believe is furs,
that any conference you have with ;‘any lawyer is required to be kept confidential. ilso,
if Random House "does business" in 2das you can sue them there and not in Hew York. That
is a techhical thing but would no*% ‘be; difficult to lee.rn. If they can have a legal paper
served on them in Texas they. "do business" there i, as * understand it. You may not need
a dawyer or go& to any expense to learn that. That w.rll mean much t& them as it can to
you. It will greatly increase their costs whether they win or lose. Perhaps there is
a bagis other than libel for suing them, Perhaps a different kind of suing for defa~
mation. And in Yaryland the law has a provision that makes it a felony to charge any per-

son i “a.n indic ble offense" iiha’r has not been cha.rged. it] nj. '.L‘hat
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I do not pretend to un@erstand this and L do not, not at all.
And whilc as a m,aﬁer of law, meaning my very limited understanding of the law, i%
would seem thut any suit would not clear lee, I do think that if this went to trial
that could easily became a relevant metter in what the lawyer could argue.




that is bocause the stated bagis for Hailer's writing is that m:[:ee‘ was guilty
{@d his book is to explore and report on how it all came %o paas.

I am nof yet at my writing on that part of his book but I ssure you that his
life depended on muling such a case Hailer would [1ose his life. '

Let me tell you a little more not related to the above,

Hy wife has lost hur sldl}/in typing but she has offered to rotybe this part of
what L have written. I think I have a student who has a computer who can rewrite all of
it after th. college yoors ends, as it will shortkye It will be quite some time if she
does Mo the retyping, or if anyone else does, before she reaches this part. I want a
fairly clear version in the event that may be a bit remote, that NLVER AGA.;N" gets
any attention. ZIf that happens there may be some interest in other of ny fvriting.
In that event I'll want something Not as difficult tc}&'ead as what * turn out.

This may have the chance that writing on thesssassintion itself doesnot bave.

I build no real hopes on this but I want to be ready in case it does happen.
And for that reason, as E told Deborah in the interv:_l;gw she,will use infitead of a
review, which she asked of me and for which I do not want to t the time from this

writing, I do not want any of this used in any way thatrdiscournge any use of it where
more people might be reached,

Wy wife, who at 83 has & yeer on me, will fot be able to work on the t
fesdily. But absent anything that requires her immediate attention she'll at it
until it is finished. If you would'like to read it then I'll be glad to sﬂ you a CODYe

Deborsh also told me you had found some erroms, I believe factual errvors in that
atrocity of a booke 4s you'll see I need nothing more to have a very powerful case
against Mailer and his book but an indictment cannot be too,powerful and I might want
tomdd it and I would, of course, alsg 11 like to know,

ﬁut I also repeat, I just can make no sense out of Failer's writing this or of
Random House's publ:lc‘ g :1.051‘z I.?f r} And they are not crazy and they do have excellent coun-
seJGTheJ.r assistan gﬁn'gral counsel] used to be a New York T:)‘es reporter. She has to be
a very good g¢ lawyer for them to even consider making her next to their top lawyer. And
they de¢ hire the most expensive outside cou;sel for litigating such cases.

I'11 let this wait a day in the hope I'll perceive more of my inevitable mistakes.

I repeat saying something I gaid in a different way: think if you decide to ex-
plore any possfjbilities of how else they may be ablé to hurt you. When people Jike them
got f nto court they try very hard and in any vway they can. I emphasize this because it
makes no sense at all that they published these irrevelevant and intendedly harmfuh
defamations. Which to the best of my knowledge have not been mentioned in any review.

NEVER AGAIHN! Has been sent to you. If the index, . Sincerely, / :
which by uccident is not in the book, wag not ,M
inciuded I can send you a copye




