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L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald's w
idow

, in long-secret testim
o-

ny released F
riday, said that if her husband did assas-

sin
ate P

resid
en

t Joh
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y, "

I d
on

't th
in

k
 h

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e in

volved
 in

 an
y con

sp
iracy."

 
Q

u
estion

ed
 b

efore a N
ew

 O
rlean

s gran
d

 ju
ry d

u
r-

in
g D

istrict A
ttorn

ey Jim
 G

arrison
's 1968 assassin

a-
tion

 in
vestigation

, M
arin

a O
sw

ald
 P

orter w
as ask

ed
, 

"
D

o you
 th

in
k

 h
e w

as cap
ab

le of p
lan

n
in

g, p
lottin

g 
th

is w
h

ole th
in

g b
y h

im
self?"

 
"

I th
in

k
 so,"

 sh
e said

. 
"

Y
ou

 th
in

k
 h

e w
as th

at in
telligen

t?"
 

"
I w

ou
ld

 th
in

k
 so. H

e d
id

 n
ot h

ave college ed
u

ca- 

tion
, b

u
t h

e w
asn

't stu
p

id
. W

h
atever h

e read
, h

e 
learned from

 it. I think he w
as confused." 

A
sk

ed
 ab

ou
t th

e assassin
ation

, th
e R

u
ssian

-b
orn

 
P

orter said
: "

If som
eb

od
y w

as in
volved

, m
y b

elief 
th

at if L
ee w

as alon
e an

d
 h

e d
id

 som
eth

in
g, I d

on
't 

th
in

k
 h

e w
ou

ld
 b

e in
volved

 in
 an

y con
sp

iracy w
ith

 
an

yb
od

y, in
 m

y op
in

ion
."

 
P

orter also testified
 ab

ou
t h

ow
 h

er h
u

sb
an

d
 told

 
h

er of firin
g a sh

ot in
 D

allas at E
d

w
in

 W
alk

er, th
e 

form
er A

rm
y general dism

issed by K
ennedy for trying 

to indoctrinate his troops w
ith right-w

ing propagan-
da. A

 fed
eral cou

rt law
su

it led
 to F

rid
ay's release of 

testim
on

y b
y P

orter an
d

 m
ore th

an
 40 oth

er w
it- 

nesses w
ho appeared before the grand jury in G

arri-
son

's in
vestigation

 of C
lay S

h
aw

, th
e N

ew
 O

rlean
s 

businessm
an arrested and later cleared on charges of 

conspiring to kill K
ennedy. T

he suit by the U
.S. A

s-
sassination R

ecords R
eview

 B
oard, w

hich screens and 
releases in

form
ation

 on
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y assassin
ation

, 
forced release of the docum

ents. 
A

fter expressing for years her continued belief that 
O

sw
ald probably had shot K

ennedy, P
orter told the 

U
.S

. A
ssassin

ation
 R

ecord
s R

eview
 B

oard
 in

 1996 
th

at sh
e th

en
 b

elieved
 h

e w
as n

ot th
e assassin

. "
I 

think he w
as given up to pacify people as a patsy," she 

said, w
ithout elaborating. O

sw
ald w

as killed by Jack 
R

uby tw
o days after the K

ennedy assassination. 
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