
For John Crvwdson - please forward 	 3/13/79 

Dear John, 

In one of my many FOIA suite the Times has never mentioned I obtained all the FBLIQ 

rocerdn from these files: 62-109060, on the assassinatien inveetiention; i.:2-10e0)0, on 

Commission relations, etc; and 105-02555, on Oswald. Two records from the first are 

enclosede 
Of couree I've obtained many other records, probably about a quarter of a million 

pages by now. Some of their internal records relating to your coziness with them would 

not make you proud. But I guess that is a price to be paid. Many did. 

Ka tzenbach's role throughout that period and later as a coneressional eitretes is 

despicable. No is a master of untruth, rivaling some FBISA's I know in faulty recollection. 

here he was :aiming the ass of the Fel that continues to detest him. And untruthful. 

Also untruthful are the Commission finks you checked with, except for Ball, who was 

lees than fully truthful. 
The bugeeng of the hotel was the Willard, where Carina was registered under the name 

of the then Secret Service Inspector Tom alley, later assiseant Director, Protective 

research, since retired. The FBI did do it and they caught her laying her than business 

manager, Mar in. This ger the FBI much blacavail, against the Secret Service, which 
made the deal to involve Marina with klextin when he managed the Inn of the Six Flags, 
and against Marina. I heft a completely separate and quite explicit case of the FBI's 

immodiatok blackmailing of marina, almost before her tears stopped flowing. (If you went 

this atop off next time you are in Washington.) 
The actual surveillances of i'larina were pretty complete. In addition to bugs anA 

tepee they heel her under papsical surveillance and kept tabs on her through informants 

who have to have been her few friends/associates. My first recollections of the post-

Willard surveillances have them beginning once she got axeen to relieve her from 
Secret Service custody, which was about early February T964. 

Aside from blade:welling her into changeee her story completely, which they did through 

threat of deportation, the FBI had treated Marina pretty badly. I havn records of theirs 

in which they report her sexual dreams and Fancies, her explanation of her relationship 

with kiartin (justified because she though he was sterile and aho'd not conceive), even her 

request of a women friend for a drug that would repress her dreams oe desires. I've used 

some of these in court records, FOIA cases, witheut attracting any attention to three 

(As you know reporters rarely read court records. They prefer sources.) All of this was 

the fruit of surveillances. 
First the FBI froze the Secret Service out of its interviews with urine, while 

she was in Secret Service custody. About first week. They used INS. Vy enceiuelateon of 

this in my first (1965) book is entirely accurate but greatly understated. t continues 

to be understated in my second (1966). 
The Secret Service used the carrot - they'd make her rick. The FBI used the stick. 

Actually she was milked heavily, a tote/ of 35', off the top, with a 10X,  to her brother-in-

law Robert to keep her content and to help freeze RAth Paine out. Ruth was rina's only 

possible autsiie contact. She tried to reach )farina through the ACLU but by then it 

was too late. 
There may be some truth to the effort to blame the sefelyedead Warreb, but if there 

is any it is greatly exaggerated. Rankin, who was close to the FBI and was worked in over 

Warren's choice of Warren Olney, terrified the Coemimaion. I got this also tereeeh 

when I got the executive session transcripts. I have all but one now and am back in 

district court on rezead on that one, 'each will :eke a corded Gerald Ford story if 

I get it. Rankin conned the old geezers and the compliant Ford into believing that if 

they did net keep close watch an marina she's cross the border into Mexico. Really? 

11"over, the FBI had the notion that the Russians would be teeing her or that she 

might have some coenection wite them. .'lease excuse the haste and the typos, Sincerely, 
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November 21, 1975 

Honorable Nicholas DeB. Katzenbach 
IBM Corporation 
Armonk, New York 10504 

Dear Mr. Katzenbach: 

I have been Wormed that you recently called 
• ;puty Attorney General Harold Tyler to express your con-

.1 j 'cern about an article written by John Crewdson in the New 
York Times concerning taps and/or bugs on Marina Oswald. 

Q I understand that you said this article may be unfair to as 
. 	% .1  and certainly it may also have been unfair to you. The fact rk, 	that you took the time and trouble to inform Judge Tyler is 

most appreciated, and I am hopeful that this matter will be 
straightened out in order that we might prevent even further 
misunderstandings. 
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On the morning of October 30th, I received a telephon 

call from Nicholas Katzenbach. Mr. Katzenbach was concerned 

about the article by John Crewdson in the Times concerning 

taps and/or buys of the home or apartment al Marina Oswald. 

Specifically, according to the Crewdson article, the FBI is 

said to have made a statement that it had conducted 
an  

electronic surveillance" of Mrs. Oswald's residence for a 

period in February and March, 1964 "based upon written approval 

of the Attorney General of the United States." 
 

According to Katzenbach, this article may be erroneous 

and unfair, both to the FBI and former Attorney General Robert 

Kennedy. Further, according to Katzenbach, he recalls that 

the tap was placed on Mrs. Oswald's residence pursuant to a 

request from Chief Justice Earl Warren. Katzenbach is of the 

opinion that Mr. Kennedy did not attach the letter which he /J 
 ef' 

k
1/  reCeived from the Chief Justice in order to protect the piilv40y 

or reputation of the latter.   orgaiww -- 

Finally, according to Mr. Katzenbach, it is his recollection 

that no bug or other form of electronic surveillance of Mrs. 

Oswald was ever authorized. Indeed, he is inclined to the 

belief that the FBI did nothing but the phone tap as hereto- 

fore described. 
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ik; Last week, for example, the 

"IfF.11.1. acknowledged that one 

of Its agente_lud-destroyed, 

within hours. of Oswald's death, 

an allegedly threatening letter 

he had received from Oswald 

less than a month before Mr. 

Kennedy was shoL 

Joseph A. Ball, a third lawyer 

who served as an assistant 

counsel to the Warren Commis-

sion, said today in a telephone 

interview from his Long Beach, 

Calif., office_Lar_bl, 'too, was 

certain he never had been told 

about the electronic surveil-

lance of Mrs. Oswald. 

If he had been, Mr. Ban 
he "would never have 

'permitted the F.11 I. to use 

such techniques in its investiga-

tion on behalf of the commis-

sion- 
Mr. Ball added, however, that 

he did recall having been told 

that the bureau had bugged 

the hotel room that Mrs. Os-

wald occupied on her visit to 

Washington, to testify before 

the commission.---*- 

That bugging was also con-

firmed by the former official. 

who said that it had produced 

nothing apparently related to 

the investigation at hand. 

The bureau denied in Its 

statement this afternoon that 

it had conducted electronic 

eavesdropping on Mrs Oswald 

at her Washington hotel. 	• 

The disclosure that the sur-

veillance of Mr.. Oswald contin- 

ued at least through Februs ry'gtoo Post 	  
1964. the month In which she 

testified before the commission, Star-New. 	 
raised questions about the looj- (New  yario,A_s _ry_ 

lions v,ileir-rne. F.B.I. placed'  

bugling devices and tapped tutors Times _F•v5  

telephones referred to by the„,,t  jour„,) 

former official. 
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Ht Sap Warren Commission 

Was Nol Told of Action 

- Alice Kennedy Death 

• • 

Ity JOHN M. CREWDSON • 

IMPM•I le 114 1,•••, TotliTham • 

WASHIN610N, Oct. 29—The 

Federal IlJreau of Investigation 

tapped the telephones and 

bugged the living quarters used 

by Marina Oswald after the 

assamsmation of President 

Kennedy. it failed to report 

either the fact of the surveil-

lance or its prodncl to investi-

gators for the Warren Commis-

sion, according to a former 

r..n.t °mem. 

The official,-oinenwas closely 

involved with the investigation': 

conducted by the bureau in 

the wake of the assassination, 

said lhat the electronic surveil-

lance was Instituted on the 

Russian - born Mrs. Oswald 

shortly after her husband. Let 

Harvey Oswald, was identified 

as the principal suspect in 141. 

Kenneay ., muraer. 

The surveillance. the former 

official said, continued for 

"(Arne months" alter the death 

of Mr. Kennedy on Nov. 22. 

11961, and the killing of Oswald 

( himself two days later by Jack 

Ruby. a DAIL nightclub opera- 

But the former official said 

that, to the best nail recollec-

tion the surveillance never pro-

duced any information that ap-

parently bore directly on Os-

wald's motives or that support-

...pi the suspicions held by some 

offici.ils that he had 

been Involved in a conspiracy 

against the President's life. It 

was those suspicions, the form-

er official said that prompted 

the bureau to initiate its elec-

tronic 'covetage" of Mrs. Os- 

• weld. 
The F B.I. said Ina statement 

this alit rritcr. 	had "con- 

ducted an electronic surveil. 

lance of Marina Oswald's resid-

ence from Feb. 29, 1964, to 

March 12, 1964, based upon 

written approval o (the Attor-

ney General of the United 

States.' 
The Government cortiended 

then that in "national security' 

cases court permission was not 

required. 	Acme Robert F. ' 

Kennedy was Attorney General 

FP 	 • 

The bureau did not deal with 

111 reported failure to Inform 

the Warren Commission of the 

eavrsdroppingilfort, and • 

spokesman said he would be 

unable to go beyond the state-

ment, 

Not la Testimony 

Non, of the volumes of testi-

mony or evidence published by 

the Warren-lant:Mission coo-

/Wain any hint that commission 
"'lawyers were told by the F.B.I. 

of its surveillance of Mrs. Os-

wald, which the former official 

said look place in and around 

the Dallas area where she and 

her husband lived. 

The former official's assertion 

was supported by key commis-

sion counsel and investigators, 

who said in telephone inter-

views thai. -̀they-cuuld not re-

member having been told that 

Mrs. Oswald's conversatione 

had been monitored. 

, David W. Betio, a lawyer 

frolp_Des,_,Moi nes -Lotirt.,-who 

servea as an assistant counsel 

to the commission, said that 

If the former official's account 

was accurst, "1 strikes me 

as horrible" that the commis-

sion was left uniformed. 

His sentiments were shared 

by Albert E. Jenner Jr... also 

• former assistant cominissioa 

counsel and now a Chicago 

lawyer, who said that whether 

the surveillance of Mrs. Oswald 

had come out "positive or nega-

tive," the panel should have 

been alloweri.te_svIgh whAtev-
er

. 

 information was gleaned. 

The commission, named for 

1 

 Earl Warren, the late Chief 

Justice who acted as its chair-

man, was set up by President 

Johnson within a week of Mr. 

Kennedy's death with instruc-

tions to determine the circum-

stances that surrounded the or 

la ssination. 

The commission's report was 

initially heralded and subse-

quently defended by most of 

those who prepared it as a 

definitive assessment of all of 

the evid:s'iee-.Umei in the bandit 

of Federal agencies and others 

that related In any conceivable 

way to Mr. Kennedy's death. 

The former F.B I. official's' 

account of the withholding of 

the wiretap and bugging data 

on Mee. Oswald, however, Is 

but the most recent indication 

that the evidence made availab-

le 10 the cumuli...ion was less 

um •fete.' 

Tap on Marinafiswald's ROWIZ A  

\Reported by Ex-F.B.I. Official 
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