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" gerous threat to the President. Ideally,
- 7 the Secret Service should be able to keep
g tab on every suspect. But Douplas V.
1+ Duncan, head of the Secret Scrvice unit
s in Sacramento, points out, “We don't
. % v have enough agents for that kind of
LY thing.”
4 ‘ There will never be enough agents,
‘ ‘nor can all the danger be eliminated by
E passing strict gun-cont.ol laws. Such leg-
islation would certainly help counter the
rising rale of street crime, but psychi-
atrists point out that a person who is
crazed enough to want to kill a national
political figure would somchow find a
way to get his hands on a weapon. Ford's
proposed gun legislation, now lying fal-
low in Congress, is aimed mainiy al
curbing the spread of “Saturday night
specials"—cheap, small-caliber pistols.
P The .45 Colt automatic operated by
| Squeaky Fromme is not covered by the
(] proposal.
Harrowing Warning. Faced with
| these harsh facts of political life, Jerry
£ Ford still plans to carry on his work
—and his election campaign for 1976
—just as before. “You can't shut down
the presidency,” notes one White House
aide. This week Ford will visit New
Hampshire to campaign on behalf of
Republican Senatorial Candidate Louis
Wyman, and on Friday and Saturday
he will fly off on another trip blending
politics and presidential alfairs, touring
St. Louis and Kansas City, Mo., and then
ending in Dallas. His aides expect that,
as always, Ford will be making his hand-
shaking forays into crowds of Ameri-
cans. “It's a dreadful thing to contem-
plate]” says. one top White House
assistant, “but every time the President
steps off a plane, he risks his life. Yet
he can't just put himself behind barri-
ers. That would indicate a complete lack
) of confidence.”
Ford will be going on the trip with
38 more on his mind than Squeaky
§ ~ Fromm¢ and the sight of her .45 com-
', ingup through the crowd. Last week, al-
.. most unnoticed in the flurry about the
incident in Sacramento, federal author-
ities in Santa Barbara, Calif,, jailed two
‘I drifters on charges of threatening to kill
. the President. When police arrested
' Gary 8. DeSur,- 31, and Preston M.
~Mayo, 24, for slealmg a television set,
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; Sacramento. Sania Barbara ‘Detective

't notes told how the two men had planned °
o break into an armc ory in San Fran-

| dynagmite,”

) miore prominent, the threat can come !
~ from anywherg at any time. Some of the

Dail e, worsy p.ndrr,ls of American sociely can

“ 1 sudilendy lash ‘out at some of the best. .
U The most harrowing warning éame from’
o Bqueaky Fl rnme herself, In the ‘doc-

¢ umenlary AManson, she coolly pouucd,

out: ' Anybady uanl».tl]'myhudy G,
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./» they discovered notes outlining a plot
to assassinate Ford during his visit to

Robert” A.' Zapata reported that the

b cisco “'md gel guns, P smpcr smpc and |

. Asthe plmdcntml campalgn begms {
{0 to quicken, and the candidates become
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD UNDER ARREST IN DALLAS AFTER KENNEDY ASSASSINATION

FBI

The Oswald Cover-Up

What if Aaron Burr had been a bad
shot? What if Lincoln had not attended”
Our American Cousin? Such questions,
history’s most tantalizing and ironic, are
also its most academic and trivial—cx-
cept in some extraordmary instances.
One such instance is now coming to
light. The Fnl is investigating the previ-
ously unrevealed fact that a few days be-
fore President Kennedy's assassination
on Nov. 22, 1963, Lee Harvey Oswald
dropped in at the burcau’s Dallas office
to deliver a threatening note. Not only
did the Dallas FBI fail to put Oswald un-
der surveillance, but FBI officials de-
stroyed the note after Kennedy’s death
and then withheld all knowledge of the
affair from the Warren Commission.

Back in 1964, of course, the FBI told
the commission that Oswald and his
Russian-born wife Marina were no
strangers to the bureau. Both had been
the subjects of routine interviews the FBI
conducted at that time with people who
had lived in Communist countries. Dal-
las Agent James P. Hosty Jr., who had
been keeping an eye on Marina through-
out 1963, spoke with her early in No-
vember. Hosty told the Warren Com-
mission. that Mrs. Oswald had been
“quitealarmed” by the interview. Hedid
not mentioi, however, that Lee Oswald
later visited his office, delivering a note

' warning the FBI to leave his wife alone.

“The bureau, preparing for Kennedy's

. the name of a potentially dangerous per— i

son in the area, but it was not Oswald. ™
Eatlicr this sumnier, the astomshmg

+ tale came to the attention of Tom John-

+ son, 33, former assistant press secrelary "
to President Johnson and now publisher ' i
of the Dallas Times Ilerald. The Times -

- Heyald held off publishing its discovery
' for almost two months to give the tbia
. chance 10 delermine its accuracy..The |

et

trip to Dallas, did give the Seciet Service

. slmy ran last week under Johnsuu s by- "

line, after FBI Director Clarence M. Kel-
ley issued a statement to the Times Her-
ald confirming its scoop. “FBI inquiries
todate,” declared Kelley, “establish that
the note contained no references to Pres-
ident Kennedy orinany way would have
forewarned of the subsequent assassina-
tion." Kelley added that the bureau’s in-
vestigations “tend to corroborate that
shortly after the assassination, the note
in question was destroyed.” But he did
not say who might have destroyed it.

Index Number. FBI sources close to
the investigation believe, however, that
the note was more ominous than Kel-
ley implied, and that the bureau’s in-
spectors have learned that Oswald spe-
cifically threatened to take aclion
against the Government. Just after the
assassination, anguished FBI men in
Dallas asked their supcriors in Wash-
ington for guidance about the note. Ac-
cording to present and former FBI of-
ficials, John P. Mohr, then the burcau's
administrative chief, told the Dallas
agents to destroy it. That probably re-
quired considerable ingenuity, because
the note had been assigned an index
number and filed away. Subsequently,
a former FBI official told TIME, the bu-
reau deliberately concealed what had
happened from the Warren Commis-
sion. Said this official: “The truth was
that the FBi had information that Os-
" wald intended to tnke action of some
kind.” Many agents aware of the cover-
up—including James Hosty——were re-
portedly deeply upset. -

Mohr,, who retired in 1972 after

nearly 40 ycars with the roI, denies any

* knowledge of Oswald’s note or its dis-
o ﬁ Tewmnce So, too, do his former aides

he adminismuvc division: Nicholas

4 P. Callahan, James B. Adams and Fu- <. 'y,
gene' W. Walsh. The continuing Fl in- . ¢ -
" vestigation is especially 'sensitive be- )

cause these men now hold three of the

bureau’s five top jobs. Many agenls, in | |-

fact, believe that ths trio actually tuns

. the FDI==with a little behind- the swms b

com1sclfrmn Mohr: Lot
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