Saturday, December 13, 1975 _HOUSTON CHRONICLE  +es* Section 7, Page 3

'Oswald Note Ordered =
Agent Says

d

Destroy

Washington (UPI) — An FBI agent
testified Friday he flushed a threatening
note from Lee Harvey Oswald down a
toilet the day Oswald was shot because
his boss told him to “get rid of  this.”

James P, Hosty contradicted the'

testimony of his former Dallas FBI su-
perior, J. Gordon Shanklin, who told a
- House judiciary subcommittee Thursday
he never heard of the missing Oswald
note until this year. _
Hosty, now with the FBI's Kansas City
office, told the same subcommittee
S in ordered the Oswald note and
related material destroyed and that, fur-
ther, every agent involved in investigat-
ing Oswald then has since been either
demoted, censured, transferred or barred
from promotion.

He said he believed this -apparent
“‘cover-up” of the FBI's handling of the
Oswald matter may have gone as high as
the late Clyde Colson, who was then FBI
dirtector J. Edgar Hoover's chief assist-
an o

According to testimony gathered by the
subcommittee, Oswald visited the Dallas
FBI office in an agitated state a few
weeks before he assassinated John F.
Kennedy and left a note threatening
some sort of retaliation if agents did not
stop investigating him. Oswald had been
a defector to the Soviet Union. :

FBI critics claim the alleged destruc-
tion of this note is proof the bureau
withheld vital background information on
Oswald from the Warren Commission,
which concluded that Oswald alone assas-
sinated Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963.

Two hours after Jack Ruby in turn

killed Oswald on Nov. 24, 1963, osty said,  ed

an agitated Shanklin pulled the note and
a three-page cover memo Hosty had writ-
ttgn hm)m a desk drawer and handed them

“Oswald is dead now, there can be no
trial,” Hosty quoted Shanklin as saying.

“Here, get rid of this.”

Hosty said he began to tear the note up
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and Shanklin shouted: “No, get it out of~
here. I don’t even want it-in here.” .-
Hosty said he then flushed the material -
down a toilet. o
Although previous witnesses have said --
Oswald’s note threatened to blow up the .,
Dallas Police Department and the FBE
office, Hosty said it merely threatened to:-:
take “action” against Hosty. He as:'?
sumed that to.mean legal action. s
Two days after Oswald’s _death, Hosty °
said, Shanklin also ordered him to de-*"
stroy another letter Oswald had drafted
to a Soviet embassy.
Hosty said Shanklin appeared-confused-
and on the verge of a nervous break- -
down, so he disobeyed the order and sent -
that Oswald ‘letter to the Warren Com-.
ission. :
Subsequently, Hosty said, papers in his"-
FBI personnel file have heen falsified to-¢
make it appear he had admitted failures -
in the Oswald investigation in answers to -,
‘an internal FBI questionnaire, - .7
In addition, he said, his superior in
Kansas City told him that Colson had.:
?{Ioctked a recommended promotion for '’
osty. by
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Four Killed in Texas
Crash of Small Plane e

Lewisville (UPI) — A small private’ =
plane crashed Friday shortly after taking™"
off from a north Dallas County ai It |
and the four persons aboard were killed,
the Department of Public Safety report=*
. Fipnr

Dallas attorney E. Simms Davidsoni.s
and his wife and advertising representa-s
tive Melville Mercer and wife ‘wergio
killed. The crash occurred five minutes;
after their plane left Addison Airportas
about 10 a.m. en route to Santa Fe, N.M.:"

The crash occurred in Denton County - -
near Garza Little Elm Reservoir. it



