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Oswald “itersture Liatribution; ¥DSU, WWL footege, Dirty “ork snd snd by the XX?

By prearrengement, I bad en Archives showing of their copiles of the
WDSU and WWL Osweld- ITM footage st 11 o'clock this morming. it lesst in the
case of WDSU, this is not the footage initislly supplied|ddferal sgencies. There
are indications(but not positive proof) thet it is not identicel with the
footage I obtained from WDSU end thet supplied the Garrison of fice by Johenn Rush,
who took this footage for WDSU.

The film begins with the stenderd "academy" lesder, the ASBMPTE timing
numbs ring, beginning with 11, ifter exsmining it several time, with the projection-
ist 1 mede en inspection for mechenieel evidence of eplicing, There is none, How-
ever, between the verious segments, there is blank film, perhaps 6-8 frames in
length, that is visible in projection. Printed in longhend at the beginning of ti®
WDSU footege 14 the word "BUPTERNUI™, It slso 1s on my copy.

There sre five difterent scenes in this film. They ere the familiar
ones. Perhaps becguse the emulpment wez of better guelity the film seems clearer.
The first scene shows & large "Gordon" trick along the Cemp St. side of tle
ITM, near the Common St. Cerner. This same truck eppears in the WWL footege,
leading me to belleve that either the truck remained there s long time uﬁoth
photographers began shooting asbout the same time, or one dii much editina.

This film beers en FEI identification on the reel, in ink, end on the
bag, rether clapf envelope. 1t has no box of the sort pan ‘mericen eustomarily
supplies. In feet, 1t hes no Pan Americen marking of any kind (thefwwL £ilm
had a yellow Scotch-tape piecs for keepinfy the film from unwinding on the reel).
Thenidentification is New Crleans 89-69. Hefors the date, which is s surprising
date, 1s the further identificetion "WOB". There 1s slscmthe number "118", The
VWL film hos the same identifiestion except for the number 117. It is lsbelled
"0Dswald pessing out leaflets."

Now both films ere dated 12/3/63. Both agencles were glwen the film
well before this date.

There sre seven sequences in the WWI film. They show Oawald wearing
dark, possibly bleck; slacks and & tie that seems to be of the same color. The
eourt sequence in the WDSU film shows him wearing light-colored, pleated slacks.

exemination of the FBI #nd Secret Service reports show that at lsast
851115 from the film were in the hands of federsl sgents not later than 11/23/63.
Informetion from Turner onbthe Rush film ie deficlent innthis regerd, saying nothing
about the time tle fllm was given federsl sgents. However, Hoch overceme this
deficleney in his interview of Fush (of 11/24/68, reportxdste: 11/25/68). He says
"on 11/23 or 11/24 Rush received permission from his boss, John ¥Yoporsn, to take the
original film to Pan imericen Films to get copies made". is not certain thet the
two other seguences, the court scene and the Uswald atudic intsrview, were sdded
at this time, Wuestioned about toe Seeret Service use of the words "film elip”,
Rush seye they got all the station hed. Rush recells thetv"a few days after the
essassination, while he was working in the darkroom, he telked to some federal
agents who obtained stills and & film from him and terk notes." While he seemed to
believe they were FBI, Hoch cites the ¥FBI Coporan interview, OD 8:421-2) to indicase
the FE] got the film 12/3/88. I suggest it is entirely inconceivable the FHI waited
11 days to get the film, that what they got then wea sn extra copy, e rhaps =
version with sll sequences comnbined., The Secret “ervice deseriptions of the fillm
it got meke no references to the court and studio sequences ( Controls 109,703).



Seerat Service VYontrol 703 léaves little doubt that it wes in touch with
WDSU end Rush not later thak 11.24, for by 10 o'clock thet night 1t had & pring
of Oswald end Steele In San intonio for Mrs, John PTarsikes to examime. IT the
exact time the FBI obteined access to the footege is in doubt, thers is no
doubt at ell that they wefe showing coples of pictures to witnesses before their
availeble reporte show they had gotten coples,

It Just is not conceivable thet with Oswald the accused assassin, thers
were eny picturea of him thet sl 1 of the federal investigative sgencies dad not
obtain as soon 2s it was humanly possible.

When I noted the date on this film I asked Marion Johnson for the
coples made evsilable to the federal govermnment esrlier. He sald these were sll
the Werren Commigsion files comtain. I hed ssked him to heve for ms the prints
made from the footsge. e had threes, two post-card size, similar to the Pizze =d
Eringuier exhibits, end"one great enlargement of Gharles Hall Steele, Jr., so
lerge it 1s quite grainy, about 8x10 in size. These are in File CD 87, which is
Secret Service. 1 asked for the six printe the FBI showed witnesses and the other
plctures (the Secret Service reports estsblishing that Johann Rush gave a totel of
17 coples of an undisclosed number of different fwemes. I ssked for FBI prints,
end very certsinly trie FEI had and used prints, the »mpps reports indiecating & total .
of six different sesnes. He says they have none. He did show me Garner Bzhibit No.'l, =
which is from the WWL footage, but he refused $o meke 2 print for me without s
their written permission, even though the plcture is printed end is commercid ly
aveilable. Thie is a deporture from previcus practise, whers the pleture izwx is
made svellsble, es evidence should be, with the r estriction stempéd on it.

Johnson also $old me they had written me sbout the Tarsikes metter
right after Christmes. I have not yet received that letter. I asked him to s end me
8 copy. He says they have found staff documents he thinks may explain the month
discrepency in the Gaerner pieture, it heving besn shown to Mrs. Gerner as Exhibit
Fo. 1 to lor Hilsband's affidevit whéuh wag not executed until s month after she
waa deposed.
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Deer Moo,

| Tried to phons you severasl places earlier tonight, without success.
1 saw the TV footege at the Archives todsy, got the Julie Ann Mercer reports,
which say nothing, as I told you (encloaad), and wrote the snelosed memo,

In conmection with 1t, I urge you to ssk Pen imerican #ilme (822
Rempart) for a check of thébr billings Tor the period 11/22-12/3/63 to learn
when they dubbed coples of the VD3U and WWL footaga. They might have the wwL
bills under s gmovermment agency, a8s they might that of WDsU. of course, the
stations might have had other fontage dubbed there during this period. However,
1t might be possibls to isolste this. Gne of the things to look for is & very
short length of f£ilm, for 1if the ITM™ footege was done firses, it is brief,
1'd estimete no more then two minutes, perheps less.

Sincerely,

Harold jieisberg
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