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To Lou Ivon end Andrew Scismbra 11/285/68

From Harold Welsberg '

Freliminsry memo on interview wi th Johenn Rush on Nawald's 8/16/83
literature distribution outside old IT™M Bldg.,

As reported yesterday, Fesul Hoch interviewed Rush without Hal
Verb, who could not getkthere., On learning this, 1 sugrested & series of
questions that ‘sul taped snd then asked of lush, He will now either tape
bis recollsctions of the interview, besed ou both recollection and notes,
or type 's memo. «n either event, I will have it prior to going to N.O. snd
will bring it. The purpose of this memo is to inform you, to the degree I cen,
prior to that time. “hould there later turn out to be disagreement tatween
this and what "sul suprlies, his will be the more dependstle. I questioned him
ebout his interview sbout midnight, when he hed just returped from it.

Rush was raluctent to bte interviewed on tspe. “sul finds him kalf
hippis, helf revolutinnary. He ie connected with m grourp calling itgelf
"Hewsreel", I heve some fnmilisrity wWith that group. They msy-be ertietically

- revolutionery but politically thny naed ndt ba =0, conaidfred. ,_.A 1,2 _Ju- ”_,;{hr;

He wes never fnrmally intarviewed by the rEI,which ia ‘ogical enough

‘tecsuse he is the only witness of whom I know who observed this distributibn' .
for as long as.-& helf hour, During this time he shot 1ntermittant1y. His. present

recollection is thet 0'Connor of WL wes thers when he arrived. He also recalls

8 still photographer. Having tnen Led no resson to take special note, he now,

is uncertsin but believes becasuae there is nothing unusuzl about thig res ollection
it is likely this is o photozrapher he knew, hence one for the papers.

His fikm wes n~t edited, to the best of his knovwledge, after the .
originsl new editing the dey of the event. The pictures he guve the FBI are:
from this edited veraion.

‘He brlleves thet he gave the FBI s totsl of 17 pletiures of differant:
frames of esch of three scenes., Thus we do not know for certsin how mony different

pictures ho ziva them. lle belleves he supplied céples to AP snd UrT after ONswald's .

Dallas arrast but assin is uncartain. If he d1d, these should still be in their
files. I suggest & New York check. I will try end institute one with‘UPI in . .

"eghington tomorrew, I know a vice preaident well enough to ssk him, If you havh b 7

no nther means of asking AD (perhaps Sprague), 1 think Henly will meke the
request for me when 1 am therc. i

dohann did not recogrize anyone there. He says he md teen in N.C.
only since Yuly. He knew 0'Gonner, oend he knew "the secretary”, meaning “olores
Neeley, Jess Core's secretary, whose neme he did not recell. TPeul hed to prompt
him. Then he recalled it. “e hes not heard of her recently end does not know
where she is. ;

Garner Exhibit No. 1; he thinks, 1s from the 0'Cennor-W"L fontagp,
which cen be checked put. He thinks WWL entered this picture in contest and
that 1%t was publizhed in LIFE., Beginring on page 18H801 there is the eprly
LIFE trestment (exhibit 281 f£f)., Whot smxmmx® seems to be the identiecal picture
is in 291, Here the cropping is less. From internsl evidence, I bslieve this
1s the corner of Camp and Common ac€ross from the old ITM and on the same side
of Comnon. In 291 the street snd traffic lsne can be seen clesrly. This makes
1t more intersstinz that Liebeler was silent when Mrrc. Garner ssid the scene
was Royal (unless ha showed her a different picture).

Johenn seys he is confused s @ result of Turner's interview with him
8nd 1s now not certain what he rscaslls independently and what Turner told him,
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in the film that remsins). He recslls only that “ringuler cslled Ogwald & G e

. Oswald indiceted he would agein distribute leaflets. Rush asked him to oAty Eve At f ol
'the station should he, becsuse fights of this sort end picketing in ganaral e T -1

4
E

1t 1s my recollection thet Peul says snother wes with Rush then, He told Peul
thet when Turner wes with him they reviewed the film and "He told me morc then

I told him.," They were impressed by Turner ss without doubt e former FBI agent,
FEXNPE¥S Perhaps, in time, he will sgeinx seperate what he recslls from what 7
Turner told him, Becsuse Turner told me he knew little sbout this end egreed

thet Feul and Hal should do the guestioning I recommended, pursuant to our
mecting last week, I &m perplexed that he would have told Rush snything when

he was seeking Fush's independent knowledge. However, if it ceems there 1=

more then Rush might know, I do have & sugpestion I will meke when we diseuss =
this, Briefly, it is that we ask Rush to sit down, slone or with Feul, and go
over it sgein, safter the lspse of some time, on tape, I think he will do it

on tape if your office asks him, or if I do. ;

iy 3

In generel, he seys the story of theso plctures es it sppesrs in the
verious suppressed documents we have resurrected is correct,

He alao took tha efter-court pletures now part of this reel. On A,
that occesion he interviewed both Uswald end Bringuier (which ie not raflected A

crazy Communist (which everyone besides Bringuler 1s to Sringuier enyway) and_"

wers then rere in New Orieens, his recollection incl uding only 2 little pesce * = .
picketing (which is eorrect, for 1 heve the news stories on “ringuier's ricketing
of the picketas, which gnt the entire plsy). This could aceount for his presence {
when Oawald resumed leafletting, |

He hes no copies of the stills, We have gotten further leads on
these end sre tracing them through the Archives, I will let you know, There is _ J
e Jecret Service (mot FBI) rapert thet refers to some ss "stteched”., You have .« |
a copy of my letter to the Archives meking & gensersl request. 1if necessary I W
will foldow with & more specific request. He wss present whzn the third psrt of i
thia reel wss filmeo, the 1nte:yiew, kut he was not the cameraman.

e

told Feyl thet Coporan hed him meke & totel of eix coples, of which he believes
ths federsl sg=nts got one, Coporsn geve him permission to keep & positive end
e negstive himsslf, If he hes the originsl negative, it is possible & clesrer '
print might be mede from it. This might cost twice as much, as I undarstsnd 1t,
sbout £25,00, I sugrest we wait end learn more about this, He will do it for
us, if we so desire. However, from his statement 1t 1s cleer a copy of the

film should be in the Archives snd I should be informed of it es a consequence

of my inguiry, “rom whet I wes earliar told, however, the Archivee does not
have it for I was shown what they essured me wes sll their movie film end thia
was not then 1ncluded. ,

{
When Oswald was arrested in Dellss, he worked on this film sgein, He - 'j__.#
i

Having nothing to do with this, he told Feul of heving known Morria
ownlee snd his unnsmed girl i:r:l.and in 1965 a8 part of the N.O, "1stt-w1ng
underground scene". Morris i1s not left-wing snd if he were in thet "scene"

I would very much w nder why.

There sre & few inconsistencies that need not be regerded ss sinister,
Rush recslls himself in the derkroom in the pericd of federsl interest in his
footage, ‘et the réports say the ceopylng work wes done at Fenfmerican film and
1 wes there told thet the prints (8x10) were made at che Times-Fic, whare there
ie sautometic ecuipment for such eopying., I hsd Paul ssk him about the use of
the words "film olip” in description of whst he turned over, He presumes this

meant the reel, for he says he hed end made no small clips, as of negatives
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' coneistent with a conscioua FEI Whitawéah;'I’%lao'augéikt‘tﬁat'aomaoﬁa?inéfﬁ
Ngw Orlesns Secret jervice office wes awvare of the possible significsnce of ..
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from which stilla might have been masde, I think it desireable that 1 ask

£Zd Planer about this, in the event they heve bills they can loecste without

great trouble, Ditto Panimerican, There remains the rossibility the originsl
ITM footege was turned over id% to the federsls o fore the codsolideted film
was spliced on & single reel, In this event, the opportunity for editing did
exist, end there is no way the WDSU people would have known 8bout it unless they
mede 2 close mechsnicel inspegtion of the returned film - snd then only if they
got thelr originals, not a copy, s is what huppened with the Yohn “artin snd
“oyle films, 2 A= 5o gions ] PR g o R e

After I hesr from the archives, sfter we complete the separete in- ;
vestigetion we heve been meking, I will meks the proper, formel inquiries of
Rowley and the Seoret “ervice,

Because this also was a Secret Service rather thsn an FBI 1nvast1-f,
gntion, I sugrest this is snother indicetion the Secrot Jervice begen in New
Yrleens by being on the ball, until they got turned off from lVashington, I do
not suggest this mesns the FBI plottethha‘assaaaingt;qp.'I‘do‘hel;ﬁvh:;tﬁid

Newald's literature distribution, Some of yaur,atgtrumag.hqvhraﬁgppdg';ngqg

relationship with some of the SBecret Service New Yrleans personnel, At mmme

point there might be a propitious time for a dialogue on ‘this, Wle ‘will eventuslly . !

know which S5 sgents were working on this, &ll of them, as We recleim ell the ex-
isting reports. I suggsst thot.ye let this cool as we learn what we can, fhen -
the Secret Cervice has en intergst to serve would be the best time, I think. =
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