eration of the testimony of several witnesses suggesting that Oswald
may have been seen in the company of unidentified persons of
Cuban or Mexican background. Mrs. Odio was born in Havana in
1937 und remained in Cuba until 1960; it appears that both
of her parents are political prisoners of the Castro regime. Mrs.
Odio is a member of the Cuban Revolutionary Junta (JURE), an
anti-Castro organization.™ She testified that late in September
1063, three men came to her apartment in Dallas and asked
her to help them prepare a letter soliciting funds for JURE activities.
She claimed that the men, who exhibited personal familiarity with
lher imprisoned father, asked her if she were “working in the under-
ground,” and she replied that she was not.””* She testified that two
of the men appeared to be Cubans, although they also had some char-
aeteristies that she associated with Mexicans. Those two men did not
<tate their full names, but identified themselves only by their fictitious
underground “war names.” Mrs. Odio remembered the name of one of
the Cubans as “Leopoldo.” ™*  The third man, an American, allegedly
wis introduced to Mrs. Odio as “Leon Oswald,” and she was told that
he was very much interested in the Cuban cause.”™ Mrs. Odio said
that the men told her that they had just come from New Orleans and
that they were then about to leave on a trip.”* Mrs. Odio testified
that the next day Leopoldo called her on the telephone and told her
that. it was his idea to introduce the American into the underground
“hecause he is great, he is kind of nuts,” "®  Leopoldo alsosaid that the
American had been in the Marine Corps and was an excellent shot, and
that the American said the Cubans “don’t have any guts * * * be-
cause President Kennedy should have been assassinated after the Bay
of Pigs, and some Cubans should have done that, beeause he was the
one that was holding the freedom of Cuba actually.” "'

Although Mrs. Odio suggested doubts that the men were'in fact
members of JURE, "7 she was certain that the American who was in-
troduced to her as Leon Oswald wis Tee Harvey Oswald.”® Her sister,
who was in the apartment at the time of the visit by the three men, and
who stated that she saw them briefly in the hallway when answering
the door, also believed that the American was Lee Harvey Oswald.™
Ry referring to the date on which she moved from her former apart-
ment, October 1, 1963, Mrs, Odio fixed the date of the alleged visit
on the Thursday or Friday immediately preceding that date, ie.,
September 26 or 27. She was positive that the visit occurred prior to
Oetober 1,72

During the course of its investigation, however, the Commission
concluded that Oswald could not have been in Dallas on the evening
of either September 26 or 27, 1963. It also developed considerable
evidence that he was not in Dallas at any time between the beginning
of September and October 3, 1963. On April 24, Oswald left Dallas
for New Orleans, where he lived until his trip to Mexico City in late
September and his subsequent return to Dallas. Oswald is known to




Dallas to Laredo or points beyond by the Dallas office of Continental
Trailways, the only bus line on which Oswald could have made con-
nections with the bus on which he was later seen. Furthermore, if
Oswald had traveled from Dallas to Alice, he would not have reached
the Houston to Laredo bus until after he was first reportedly observed
on it by the McFarlands.™ Oswald had also told passengers on the
bus to Laredo that he had traveled from New Orleans by bus, and made
no mention of an intervening trip to Dallas.™ In addition, the Com-
mission noted evidence that on the evening of September 25, 1963,
Oswald made » telephone call to a party in Houston proposing to visit
a resident of Houston that evening ™ and the fact that such a call
would appear to be inconsistent with Oswald’s having been in Dallas
at the time. It thus appeared that the evidence was persuasive that
Oswald was not in Dallas on September 25, and, therefore, that he was
not in that city at the time Mrs. Odio said she saw him.

In spite of the fact that it appeared almost certain that Oswald
could not have been in Dallas at the time Mrs. Odio thought he was,
the Commission requested the FBI to conduct further investigation
to determine the validity of Mrs. Odio’s testimony.” The Com-
mission considered the problems raised by that testimony as im-
portant in view of the possibility it raised that Oswald may have
had companions on his trip to Mexico.™ The Commission specifically
requested the FBI to attempt to locate and identify the two men who
Mrs. Odio stated were with the man she thought was Oswald.™
In an effort to do that the FBI located and interviewed Manuel Ra A
8 leader of JURE who confirmed that Mrs. Odio’s parents were
political prisoners in Cuba, but stated that he did not know anything
about the alleged Oswald visit.”® The same was true of Rogelio
Cisneros, a former anti-Castro leader from Miami who had visited
Mrs. Odio in June of 1962 in connection with certain anti-Castro
activities.™ Additional investigation was conducted in Dallas and
in other cities in search of the visitors to Mrs. Odio’s apartment.™
Mrs. Odio herself was reinterviewed.™

On September 16, 1964, the FBI located Loran Eugené Hall in
Johnsandale, Calif.™ Hall has been identified as a participant in
numerous anti-Castro activities.® He told the FBI that in Septem-
ber of 1963 he was in Dallas, soliciting aid in connection with anti-
Castro activities. He said he had visited Mrs. Odio. He was accom-
panied by Lawrence Howard, a Mexican-American from East Los
Angeles and one William Seymour from Arizona. He stated that
Seymour is similar in appearance to Lee Harvey Oswald; he speaks
only & few words of Spanish,* as Mrs. Odio had testified one of the
men who visited her did.”” While the FBI had not yet completed
its investigation into this matter at the time the report went to press,
the Commission has concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald was not at
Mrs. Odio’s apartment in September of 1963.

The Commission has also noted the testimony of Evaristo Rodri-
guez, a bartender in the Habana Bar in New Orleans, to the effect that
he saw Oswald in that bar in August of 1963 in the company of a




