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autopsy proves



Assassination
site revisited

‘)?E the former Texas School Book Deposi-
‘tory in the background, the hearse contain

ing the body of Lee Harvey Oswald passes the

site where the Warren Commission: Report: cons

cluded Oswald killed President John F. Kennedy

~Copyright 1981, Dallas Times Harald, stafl phato by Jay. Dickman
on Nov. 22, 1963. The hearse, returning Oswald’s
body to Rose Hill Memorial Park in Fort Worth;
is at the approximate site where Kennedy was
shot.: Visitors. at the assassination site were not
aware that Oswald’s hearse was passing.”




: 'RUTH EYRE

RT WORTH — The 78-year-'

Enghshman whose tenacity led
tax ‘Sunday’s exhumation of Lee

:ﬁ?rvey Oswald stood alone as the‘

fin was unearthed.

-Mlchael H. B. Eddowes had
fought for three years for this
nmment.

‘when it came early Sunday

ing, he watched silently with

s arms behind his back as workers

dug for nearly two hours to open
the grave.

‘Wearing a black vest, navy blue

.and a dark hat, Eddowes tried

I:T‘|

togdowriplay his role in what was

happening, He said Oswald’s wid-
, Marina Oswald Porter, was the
n to talk to. ' .

She is the one in charge. I am
j the bystander,” he said. “At
least, we can get at the truth at last.
It not been my speculation and
th ries, but has been based on do—-

tented evidence.”

sater Sunday, after the autospy
shgwed it was Oswald's body, Ed-
dowes said, *“Though surprised, I am
infno way ‘disappointed in the ap-
pafgnt disproving in my theory of

imposture. Rather, I have accom-

plished my objective in obtaining
lhe exhumation, and I'm glad for
thme who . have steadfastly main-
taihed the contrary for whatever
reason.

4t is a very sad business,” Ed-
dowes said as he stood by the grave
Sugday morning. '

e had not thought his legal bat-'

tleflo exhume the body would end

sosoon. He expected it to be an--

otl}ér six months or a year, he said;
Then, his attorney called to tell Ed-
dowes that the body would be dug
up Sunday.
Eddc’;wes' attorney, Cue Lips-
4
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ot dlsappomted’

comb, said he expected his chenl. to
pay for the exhumation.

Eddowes declined to confirm that.'

“You better ask Marina,” he said.
“Of course. I have oftered to help
her.”

Eddowes is used ‘to challengmg
the system. Twenty-five years ago
he successfully persuaded British
authorities | they had hanged the
.wrong man in a bizarre sex-murder
case. The man was given a posthu- !
mous pardon and the case figured |
prominently in arguments that
eventually bmught an end to capital °
punishment in England. :

Eddowes’ book about his work on
the murder case; “The.Man on Your
Conscience,” gave him an interna-
tional reputation.

In recent years, Eddowes has
turned to America to prove that the
man who assassinated President
John F. Kennedy in Dallas in 1963
was not Lee Harvey Oswald. He ar-
gued that the body in the grave —
if there was a body in the grave —
was that of a Russian spy, ' |

He claimed in a book published in
1975 that there were actually two
Oswalds, the real man who defected
in Russia and a KGB imposter who
returned to the United States on
June 13, 1962. His book was called
“The Oswald File” 'when it was
published in the United States. In
England, it was called “November
22: How They Killed Kennedy.”

Some dismissed him as an eccen-
tric, one of the hordes of assassina-
tion buffs who follow the Kennedy
case. But, Sunday his three years of
legal battles, culminating with
agreements from relatives of Os-
wald to permit the exhumation,
ended. == P

A reporter at the London Times
once said of the British author, “Ed-
dowes is obviously a bit obsessed,
but it's interesting, nevertheless,
that he might actually persuade
someone to exhume Mr. Oswald.”
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ey - | { = Staff photo by Barron Ludium
Assassination writer Eddowes at the'cemetery
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Doubts stil
at assas

By RUTH EYRE 7
Statt Witer "= it
It was the normal .SiSndéy parade
of the curious coming to visit the
spot where a president was gunned
‘down 18 yearsago. |/ v
Normal, but for the. hearse that
passed by Dealey Plaza shortly after
3 pm., bound for ‘a’Fort Worth:
cemetery and carrying the body of
accused assassin Lee Harvey
Oswald, =L e
= Normal, but for the whispers of
conspiracies, as people looked at the
orange-bricked “building that _for- *
merly was 'thé Texas' School -Book
Depository, at-the stark monument
to President John'F, Kennedy, at
the skies rippled with clouds, ..
"'It’ proves ,th_a't_Oswald was
buried in Oswald's ‘grave. What's to
be confirmed by that?” asked Rich-
ard McLean of 3721 Spring Valley
Road. “If it's Oswald’s body ' in
there, it is all for naught, if it was
not — wow." . W e T

'

Each Sunday, ‘dozens: of visitors . : ,
“When I heard the news that )
< had exhumed the body," said Brian

come to see.where Kennedy was
shot Nov. 22, 1963, in downtown.
Dallas.~Sunday ‘was no exception. -
They came. from as “far away .as
South“America ‘to " look “and ' take
snapshots. And they still are willing .
to discuss the questions that have
surrounded the death of the
president: = VT : itz

sination s
Sty

‘too liberal,"}

: the' Hody thats e the
~ the presiden

conspiracy.” Bl

few months ago.” "

1o bring a great leader back.” _

was Mmt& “I think our gov-

ernment did it. For what reason, I
dpn‘tqknow. Maybe Kennedy was _

!‘1‘-.

\%1 don't think we'll ever get the”
straight story,” said his ‘friend; "

~ Joanne Cﬁﬁha.-aJso of Midland.

| Mike'€inolotac Sr., who was vis:* '

iting from Cleveland, said, “I think '
t.he';e“‘ really was 'a conspiracy. I'"

In't believe the
ion report.’t e
. Steve Cobus of Detroit said,” - -.
“There have:been so many  ques-:
tions raised, I don't think it ‘will
ever end.” 1-‘1‘«"-"'“\‘ e
_“The only thing it proved is who’ "

was in the grave,” said Robin Ri. -
vard of Garland. “But I assumed .
r grave is the™"
same body as' the person who shot’
t. It still doesn't- prove o
it it was ra''t:crfwspi‘ratc:,( or not-.a’ .

gi‘dn

Wa'i'reQIComnﬂs- NN

® = il |

I was sh&gkéd}this _morning’
they i

Freeman, who mov

to Dallas

a e oiicrc |
George Blanco of Cucuta!

Colombia, said, "Either way doesn't ; re
make any difference. The harm is ", {

«already done — to do it is riot going B



Small crowd
eljs at grave

gat_f

By TRAVIS BROWN
Staff Wrner G

FORT WORTH 'The sun had

yet to rise Sunday when they began
digging up 'the remains of i.ee Har-
vey Oswald. ,

Bob Fjannigan a]reahy was -

sweating through his ﬂ:gecl shirt
when_ he . climbed onto
and began digging up Oswald's
grave at Rose Hill Memorial Park in
Fort Worth. :

Other workmen. quickly built. a
fence of green tents around the
grave site. G
. The exhumation of Oswald was
supposed to be a secret, but the peo-
ple. who lived on Rose Hill Drive
across from the grave weren't
fooled. !

‘the backhoe and saw the tents. And
‘a few. of them stood with reporters
at the fence surrounding the ceme-
tery, trying to catch a glimpse of
history.

“T was fixing to go to Bonham to

fix a big dinner when my neighbor

called,” said Lillian Kincher, 57. "I
stood righr. here at this fence and

saw them put him down there. So I

thought I'd better see them dig him
up."” : i :
Mrs. -Kincher sipped coffee and
smoked a cigarette as she peered

over the chain-link fence into the '
cemetery.. Her husband was buried

there after a scuba diving accident
/in the Gulf of Mexico.

" “T'd like for it to get settled,” said

Mrs. Kincher. “There’s somethmg
deeper in this that I'll never know."
Scon after sunrise, the workers

were joined by doctors, ‘lawyers,
court _officials, " police, . FBL agents

and relatives of Osw.

Marina Oswald. Porter sat in the ¢

back. seat of a silver Toyota station

wagon, _sl'uelded frum \new by two .

. Oswald's’ brother, Robert who'*'

"had fought the exhumation, did not
attend.

‘Michael H.B. Eddowes, the Brit-

ish author who claimed the body in
the grave is not Oswald’s, stood qui-
etly away from the grave site and
watched the backhoe dig deeper.
Dressed in a navy blue suit and

'backhoe*

They knew-as soon ‘as they heard "

‘mers to break the side ‘of the

hat and carrymg a cane, Eddowg
occasionally was briefed on the pro-

L gl'ess of the backhoe,

en the wooden casket was un-
oovered.iw used hea

vault around it.
“I'm told the casket " Was broken.”
said" Eddowés “They said the ends

had come off and that the remains -

were only skeletal. But that woulcl
be sufﬂment.” : ’

l‘l

“After the backhoe completed its...
work, ‘a tent was hastily erected'
over the grave. A small crowd gath-
cered inside the sagging tent and,
stared down into the grave. ;

The wife of Paul Groody, the~
mortician who prepared Oswald for
- burial in 1963, was among those un-,,
der the tent. She dechned to tell:
about whatshesaw e Wt gl s

“From this, point .on, no advice.’
will be given out free, she said.
“This is a personal thing and should
be dignified.”

The casket was placed in a wood-.
en container and it was loaded by
workers into a black hearse." The...
hearse then sped away to Baylor
University Medical Center in DaI]as.,_
where three doctors, including an -
dental expert, were to study the.”
body.

After the hearse left, the backhoe -
operator, Flannigan, cleared out ex- »

cess dirt in the grave and loaded the !

broken pieces of the vault onto a
flatbed truck. The headstone was
carried off by officials for safe-
keeping.

Flannigan, 47, climbed down into '
the “grave " and posed for .
photographs.

“Everything was in good shape.
conmdenng it's been 18 years,” he .
said.

Flanmgan said the argument
about whether the body in the,
grave is Oswald's ns “none of my
“business. -

“It's. just , another job to- me.. It &
could have beénanybody iR

Later in the morning, when it

" was quieter ‘and hotter in the ceme-

‘tery, the wind blew dead leaves
across the yellowed grass and into
the empty graye, The curious began
the trek to thg Cemetery on the far. .
east side of Fort Worth."

Some people poked at the two_
piles of dirt next to the grave as v1t’
“they expected to find a conspiracy
‘clue hidden there.
~ “There’s not much to see; it's ]ust -
the thought,” said Bob Harmon, 50,
who heard about the exhumation on
the radio. “I'm proud for the public
that they are doing this. It will solve . .
_bunch of questions that people al- -
~“ways would wonder about.” . . . -

A few blocks away at the 'I‘rave-,,
“lodge ‘Motel, ‘the manager - and ‘a__
clerk hudclled over a stack of chp-

* pings and notes about Lee-Harvey ..
~*Oswald that they said a maid had
..fpu.nd in a* deserted roorn Sunday

i morring. ‘

. Any myst.enous notlons the" man
‘ager or clerk had were dispell
" when the Oswald memorabilia was
‘discovered to belong to a reporter .
_who had covered the assassination _
of Kennedy in 1963.

’n“‘
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THE OSWALD FILE/ Exhumation

Oswald’s brother weeps

By RALPH FRAMMOLINO
and ARNOLD HAMILTON

Staff Writers

Robert Oswald had one reaction
when he learned the remains of his
infamous brother would be ex-
humed Sunday. /

He wept.

For Oswald, the tears were the
culmination of an unsucecessful legal

battle against British author Mi-'

chael H.B. Eddowes and Marina
Oswald Porter to keep the corpse of
accused presidential assassin Lee
Harvey Oswald undisturbed in Fort
Worth's Rose Hill Memorial Park.

Oswald had fought the exhuma-
tion since Aug, 14, 1980, when he
obtained a temporary restraining or-
der halting the grave opening. The
last gasp of the legal fight came
Sept. 17, when the state Court of
Appeals ruled that Oswald has no
legal authority to block the exhu-
mation if the dead man's w1dow has
given consent.

Saying he was more concerned
about the living than the dead, Os-
wald called his attorney, Craig
Fowler, Sept. 25 and removed his
legal objection against an exhuma-
tion, which technically was forbid-
den by a court order untll 12:01 a.m.
Sunday.

“He said he had a long discussion ‘;'.‘

‘with the other members of his fam-
ily, his wife, his ‘two chﬂdrgn." sa:d
Fowler. “He wanted to ]ust sxrnply
drop all of the cases. .

“He had informed me that he dld
not desire to pursue the litigation
any longer for personal and family
reasons. He at no time withdrew his
oppostion to these p, i His
statemerit to me’Was that hé had a’
higher responsnblhty to h1s lnring
family.” s

Fowler ca]]ed Mrs Porters attor- |
ney, Jerry P'lttman on Sept. 28 and |
informed him of Oswald’s decision.
The. decision touched off a flurry of
mtem.e negotlanon.s lasr. week

at end

On Tuesday, Pittman called the
Fort Worth cemetery and asked
them to get ready for the
exhumation. : '

Originally, Oswald was pushing
for an out-of-court settlement that
would require an on-site examina-
tion of the body. However, Mrs.
Porter insisted on a full autopsy, so

medical examiners could compare -

Lee Harvey Oswald's dental records
with the body.in the Fort Worth
grave,

W %Up until that time, Robert had
agreed 1o inspection only." said Pitt-

. man. “Finally he gave in, because

he could see the handwnung on the
wall."

of legal

The two sndes drew up an agree
ment detailing a compromise settle-

~ment that would nullify Oswald's

lawsuit against the exhumation. It
was to be signed on Thursday. ° .

But Oswald refused to sign the
agreement. -

“He said there was no compro-
mise,” said Pittman.
getting everything she wanted and
he wouldn’t sign.”

Still, Oswald had one um request

No exhumation on Sunday “for tra- .
ditional and religiois' reasons,” said -
Fowler. Yet Mrs. Porter won an-

other point. She wanted to openrthe

grave on Sunday to limit publicity.
It was the final defeat for Os-

: wald Fowler called-'hm' cllent at 4'*

“Marina was -

L

battle N

p.m. Friday to tell him that the Fort
Worth grave would be opened early
Sunday mormng

w“He wept,” said Fowler. -

Cemetery officials made prepara~
tions of their own during the week. -
It wasn't until early Sunday morn-«

ing, however, that they received thq-.
" proper legal papers to begin the ex-,
humation: signed 'statements ?rom -
- Mrs. Porter, the medical -examiner;..

"and author Eddowes, who agreed to,.. '
" bear al] expense '-, L ek

. “It 'was_gomg (up' o the- LIth?
" hour," *said Thomas Boswell, ;attor-h

..}I

ney for the cemetery

h



Zmﬂbm [ m-u\om:. EmEBmR
contains one less mystery.

By JENNIFER BOLCH ' ° town Dallas and-fired the shots that
Staff Sﬂzwn S e - okilled President John'F. Kennedy. -4
: B In a’recent interview, Mrs. Porter
Marina OmeE Porter, the wom-  said she has felt branded ever since.
an-at: :..mRaﬁa.ohg_oum.uﬁbgu.ﬂ.,_r...:uumoﬁm treat me as if I was a
legal “dispute that. ended ' Sunday - criminal. Some people treat me as if
'with _her- late husband’s -exhuma- - I have leprosy. They think I'm no
tion, says: the ‘past 18 years h E«o - good. People who have never even
gmnuuﬁﬁmuﬁvg 57 ‘met me say terrible -things about
‘Tt began with an infamous histor “.me. I say-to them, ‘Don’t judge me
ic moment when' Lee Harvey Os- .until you walk in my shoes.”” d
-wald_allegedly aimed ‘his high- = Through it all, the slight, sandy-
‘powered.rifle - through. the - round-  haired * Rockwall housewife, man-. g T
topped windows of the Texas - : ! = SIaff pheto by Paul iverson

School Book Depository in” down- mna EEZ» on Page 12 Emnbm Gw.ﬁ&n mu nmanmq om mbnoE.mm.m at hospital
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- know truth

£

Marina felt
she must

| MARINA — From Page One

aged to hold a home together and
raise three children. But she found
being the widow of a presidential
assassin wasn't a wound that healed
with time. el ol :
. “¥ou learn o live with everyday
life. You work in ‘the yard, play
with your kids. You forget that you
‘have to keep your guard up.. Then
someone says something in the su-
permarket — you hear them whis-
pering, ‘Do you know who she is?
— or something comes on the TV,
and it opens up all over again. It's
.scar ;after scar after scar. And you
never get calluses.”

Neighbors whispered behind her I

, back, people she thought were
| friends spied on her, her house was
robbed, her own brother-in-law
sued her. _
 "Then there was the nightmare
- Within a nightmare — two nagging
" quesfions that filled Mrs. Porter's
‘daytime thoughts, that woke her at
3 in the morning with her stomach
churning: Is there a body in the
grave marked “Lee Harvey Os-
wald?” If so, whose body is it?

- While Mrs. Porter fought her suc-
cessful court battle for permission to
open her former husband's grave,
she talked about why she felt com-
‘pelled to put herself through that
additional torment. :

For years, she said, she resisted
kit Tegal action. But she said she
t so “emotionally drained” that
e had -to do something to resolve
the: question of who, if anycne, is
ried in her husband’s grave.
§'I'm under_so much stress,” she
d, “I just want to finish this and
EEt on with my life.” b
"On that fateful day in 1963, a
e Mrs: Porter refers to simply as

mother of a newborn and a baby
1 not yet 2. Russian-born, she was

lahguage she didn’t speak.
#The language barrier is one rea-
she believed someone robbed

ovember,” she was a shy 23-year-

alone and lost in a country whose



Upturned gravestone mute witness to early exhumation.Sunday morning = |

~— Staif nhow by Barron Ludium

ot A
]

her husband's grave on Good Fri-
day 1964, after she signed some pa-
pers she says she didn't understand.
“I signed so many papers. They
keep asking me to sign, and I sign. I
didn't speak English. I didn’t know
what I was signing.”

Who would have wanted to steal
Lee Harvey Oswald's body? And
why?

Mrs. Porter shrugged. “Some peo-
ple in powerful places made a mis-
take and they wanted to cover it
up.”

She called the exhumation  suit
“one more milestone on the lonely
road to the truth.”

After the assassination and Os-
wald's death two days'later at the

think about it;" she said. *As

f
/

hands of Dallas nightclub opner

nm}:es. Others suggested she
new name herself and leave
© 41t is atrocious ‘to me U

done, something wrong. How
|live ' with a lie or hiding?”
By the time. the girls
school age, she had ' marri
‘wall carpenter Kenneth Po
though he never adopted t
'girls used.the Porter name i

Mrs.' Porter said June and Rachel
had to put up with their phare of

 everybody.

; P Y
smckers and whispered Insults.
“They' never came home crying
about it, but sometimes they'd tell
me later about some awful thing
someone said.”

Marina Oswald Poner'. trim and
attractive at 40, is -a woman who
feels betrayed by just about

past, ‘where are, they now? I never

‘hea?'*a iword from them. So I won-
der now, were they friends or were

they just sent to watch me?,

1“They tell me just be quxet or it
will} be worse for me. Well, what

,be worse than to be the wnfe of '
an assassm"‘

‘]



Tests end’

doubts on

1dent1ty"

By PETER ELKIND and -+ /"
CHARLOTTE-ANNE LUC'AS

Staff Writers .. ., b

A team of pqtholqgism Sungay‘
ended almost 18 years of controver-
sy and speculation’ when they cbn-

firmed that a Fort Worth grave con-

tains the body of accused
presidential * assassin Lee H’anrey
Oswald.

The disinterment hega.n ‘at T 10
am. in Rose Hill Memorial Park, .
just hours after a court order tol'bld-_
ding the action had expired. Os-
wald's widow, Marina Oswald Por-
ter, and his bmther. Robert, “had
been locked in ‘'a three-year g

battle. But last week, Roben deﬂd- ;
edhewmzldnolongerﬁghttopre— :

vent the autopsy. nirighy

=

By § am.,, the remains had- bednn

taken-to Baylor University Medlcal

Center in Dallas, where a thl%es' :

hour, 50-minute autobsy prdved

that Oswald’s body was in the mave ¥

that carried his name.
"Wehaboth mdmdua]ly anﬂ

team ve' éoqcludeg

douht. an'dl,,‘, “"'wf DLt ,_' S o

doubt, that ‘the 'lndlvidual L

under the name Lee Ha W

in Rose' Hill Cemetery is Leé"*![ar‘

"5‘-. J‘a

‘vey Oswald,” ‘ Linda Nommbﬂi&:’

doctor. in_charge of  the, pa
team, announced at 3‘9_"5_.“ R
The rulmg d]spra\res a thmry..d‘ﬂ—

vanced by British author ‘Michgel"

H.B. Eddowes that a Russian SPY
not Oswald, murdered Presjdenf
John F. Kennedy on Nov: 22, 3963 ]
in Dallas and was’ buried ‘injthe::
cemetery on the east s:de of Fort!"
Worth. e, A
Eddowes sa:d he was mnwmed

OSWALD — From Page One
Oswald, who defected to the Soviet
Union in 1959, was abducted and re-
placed by a Russian imposter, Alek
James Hiddell. :

. After Sunday’s ruling, Eddowes,
in a statement issued by his attor-
ney John Collins; - said ¢ _want 1o

EXpress_my grdﬁtude for the pim
effort {:.-to ascertain the truth in

this matter 'I‘hough surprised, I am
not. disappointed in- the apparent
disproving of my evidence, ;

. Hal Monk, another of hls aunr
neys. sald “Mr. Eddowes was wrped !
out by all this. He went to take a
nap.”

Collins said Eddowes is financing
the exhumation, estimated to cost
between $10,000 and $12,000,

In the most critical test, doctors
matched the teeth of the remains
with Oswald's dental records from
the Marine Corps in the mid-1950s,
before his 1959 defection to the So-
viet Union. :

The pathologists also discovered
the scars left by a mastoid operation
— conducted in 1945 when Oswald
was 6 — on the skull behind the
ear.

Finally, two gold rings Mrs. Por-
ter placed on the corpse moments
before it was buried were found.

The results of the autopsy also al-
layed Mrs. Porter’s concerns that
the grave was empty.

“I believe she's totally satisfied
now,” said her attorney, Michael
Pezzulli. “Hopefully, this has laid
this entire matter to rest."” -

Hal Nelson, of Nelson Service Co.,
said . contractors began exhuming
the body about 7:10 am. Sunday.
Mrs. Porter had requested the ex-
humation be performed Sunday to
help avoid publicity. Her brother-
in-law had objected for religious
reasons to the choice of days.

When the backhoes reached the
cement vault surrounding the cas-
ket, contractors carried in another
canopy and used it to block the view
as they stepped down into the grave
and began scooping dirt by hand.

At 8:48 am,, a cemetery worker
said: “Ready? Are you ready?"

Then the casket was pulled from
the grave.

Mrs., Porter, sitting in a snlver
Toyota station wagon guarded by
two armed security officers, shifted
nervously in her seat.

In seconds, 'the casket was shd

_into a hearse A motorcycle officer

and a car carrying private investiga-
tor William C. Dear led a procession
of about 20 cars on the 40-minute
drive to Baylor University Medical



Center in East Dallas,

Dear said cemetery workers lifted
the concrete lid of the vault with a
chain, then slid the oak casket onto
a board, because it was so deterio-

- rated, it was “impossible to lift.”

- *You could see hair tissue on his
scalp,” he said, adding that although
most of the remains were skeletal,
“His 'face looked like it was still
partly there. The skin was over the
skull area. There was a musty smell,
(but not) an offensive odor."

At the moment the casket was
uncovered, Dear said, “It was real
quiet. It was a very tense moment.
A very dramatic moment in my
life.” i |

He said he originally planned to
videotape the exhumation, but Ed-
dowes decided to retain others to
take photographs. The autopsy was
videotaped.

The examinalion was conducted
by Dr. Norton, a . former Dallas
County medical examiner, who now
practices in Birmingham, Ala; Dr.
Vincent DiMaio, Bexar County
medical examiner in San Antonio;

Dr. Irving Sopher, West Virgini:;a” w

state 'medical ‘examiner Wwho  has

writteti several books oh° forensic | ©
dentistry, and Dr, James A- Cottane, |

_associate prafessor and expert on fo-

rensic dentistry at the University of

e

Texas at-San Antonio., ' _ .,

Y it ngal
Cottone said he brought 200

pounds of sophisticated equipment,
“a complete forensic dental labora-
tory,” to Dallas from his office in
San Antonio. He said he and his
staff had been pdcking for two

weeks, “prepared to come up on a

minute’s notice.” .
The body was put back in the

i mAn

- was first buried. “It’s silly. That's

- rary restraining order against the

‘Mrs. Porter had the right to decide |
“whether the body was exhumed be- |

‘in a new coffin — back to Fort

ground at 3:55 p.m. as about zuy
spectators watched from outside the
cemetery fence. The mood was a
stark contrast to the anticipation
Sunday morning when an aura of
mystery permeated the scene.

Sunday afternoon, they knew
they were only seeing an 18-year-
old corpse reinterred.

“This is all because of that idiot
from England,” said Martha
Bracken, who lived across the street
from the cemetery when Oswald
all it is, silly.”

Eddowes' attorneys said a tempo-
exhumation that was imposed by a
Fort Worth judge at the request of
Robert Oswald expired . Sunday,
prompting the negotiations last
week between attorneys for Os-
wald’s brother and widow.

The major obstacle in reaching a j

decision, Collins said, was “to over-
come Robert Oswald's opposition —
to show that he had no legal stand-
ing to oppose Marina’s position.” An

appeals court ruling last month said

cause she is Oswald’s closest surviv-
ing relative. =
Dr. Norton worked for Dallas

County Medical Examiner Charles

Petty when the department first re-
quested the exhumation two years
ago because of discrepancies be- |
tween the autopsy report and Os-
wald's military records. ‘
Oswald  defected to the Soviet
Union in 1959 after he was dis- |
charged from the U.S. Marine
Corps. He married a Russian wom-
an, Marina, and subsequently re-
turned to the United States. . = '
Assassination theorists have sug-
gested that Oswald never returned
and his identity was assumed by a
Soviet look-alike who resumed Os-
wald’s life in the United States.
Following the autopsy at Baylor,
a hearse carried Oswald’s corpse —

Worth, passing through Dealey Pla-
za and 'the old Texas School Book
Depository along the way. It was
from"a sixth floor window of that
building that Oswald allegedly shot
Kennedy in 1963, 3 f

“We didn't know they were going
that way back,” said Allen Baum-
gardner, 39, of Baumgardner Funer-
al Home in Fort Worth. “I thought,
this is where it happemed ‘18 years
ago, and here I am again.”

Also contributing to this story
were Alan Gathright, Julia Wallace,
Travis Brown and George Wysatta,
It was written by Arnold Hamilton. |




Mastoid
scar, teeth
vield proof

7 JULIA WALLACE
@ff Writer - i A

The four pathologists huddled
wround the stainless steel table at
Baylor - University ‘Medical Center
»xamining a human skull. Th
worked slowly and cautiously, seek-
ing proof that the bones belonged to
the man accused of killing John
Fitzgerald Kennedy.

Then they spotted a hole in a
bone of the inner ear.

7 Identity tentatively confirmed.

After almost 18 years of questions

and speculation, the people in the
autopsy room had the first hint that
the body in Lee Harvey Oswald'’s
grave was indeed the body of Lee
Harvey Oswald. , |

“We were delighted. We knew
we were homing in,” said Dr. Lmda
Norton, head of the team.

The 31-year-old doctor, an associ-
ate medical examiner in Birming-
ham, Ala., method:cally described
the long hole in the bone of the ear
as a court reporter took noigg'and a
f{iend of Oswald’s w:dow" (video

S

‘W»L‘W

B “Lm:kily. was, Hstenlng

pl‘o-&bly lwould have . i

e

said Thomas Boswell, an attorney‘

for the Fort Worth cemetery where
* the body was buried. ‘

YAl 3 g-'; 4 i
n’miomE 'some wh‘::ug}l::do;:jgl:t-. {
'f,

:The procedure of looking for scars
and comparing dental records,

which is common practice when bo-
dies are mutilated and must be iden-
tified, began and ended in the rnost
uncommon’ ways.’

At.\9-55 ‘aum.. Sunday, | the body.
enmsed in a plywood and cardboard
box, was rolled down the Tinoleum
hallway in the basement of the
medical centér by a pmcaaﬁm of
about 40 men and women. They
filed into a waiting room, leaving
. only Michael H.B. Eddowes, the

man who had fought for the exhu-
mation for three years, waltlng in
‘the hall.

The 78-year-old author, who has

maintained that the body in the

grave belonged to a Hussian spy, not
Oswald, stood tall, wearing a black

hat. and carrying a briefcase, He
'peeredm,lmowmgsoontheworld

would have the answer.

*This is Mr. Eddowes. Can he go
in?" Eddowes'. secretary asked hos-
pital personnel. The answer was no.
He went to the cafeteria to eat
boﬂéd chicken with séuce :

.‘;‘r See MEDICAL on Page 13




MEDICAL — From Page One

Inside the beige-tiled autopsy room, Dr. Nor-
ton, Dr. Vincent DiMaio, medical examiner of
Bexar County in San Antonio; Dr. James Cot-
tone, specialist in dental pathology from San

Antonio, and Dr. Irving Sopher, West Virginia

medical examiner and expert in forensic dentist-
ry, began.

The first comment recorded was not describ-
ing the body, but listing the lawyers and observ-
ers. Then Dr. Norton began. The body smelled
“musty and was in an advanced state of deeom-
position,” Dr. Norton said.

Pieces of tissue and clothing clung to the -

skeleton, which was covered with blue and green
mold. “Everything waa mushy and amorphnus,
DiMaio said.

The doctors then found two rings on the left
little finger. They were removed and taken to

' Marina Porter Oswald for identification. She rec-

ogrﬂzedthemasaweddingnngandanotherring

| with a red stone.

The height! of vthe body was measured. It
was estimated at 5 feet 9 inches, the same height’
recorded in the first autopsy but 2 inches shorter
than recorded when Oswald was in the Marines.

['The pathologlsts then studied the condition
of the remains and the molds on it,’ estimating
the man had been dead about 18 years, ., .. g 3

'As the doctors worked meticulously, three
rings ‘of security guards protected’them'from
curiosity seekers. Because the body was decom-..

poeed it remained in the rotting oak coffin. - =

When Oswald was 6, he had undergone a mas-
toidectumy, where a piece of bone in the earis
removed. In the first autopsy, no mention was
made of the missing piece of bone.

: Thedoctorsproeeededwthemostunpomnt
part. Sopher and Cottone moved into action, -
slowly positioning an X-ray machine around the

“teeth. It was sh_:w and mckx work D_gatal X-

J yand any. doubt,” Dr o
. The skull was sawed off and placed on the
‘autopsy table. It was then that the doctors found

‘the eritical hole in the ear they had been seeking.

rays ideally should be taken at 45-degree angles.
However, the X-rays from Oswald’s Marine days
were several degrees off, and the pathologists

- had to take the new X-rays at the same angle. .

“We were very careful " Cottone said. “In
the end, we will not be Judged by | the publu: or
press, but by our peers

A report on the autopsy wdl be pubhshed in
a medical journal, officials said.

Sixteen times the camera clicked. The shape
and placing of 10 fillings were compared. They
all matched.

“With 10 fillings, there was a lot. of grist for
the mill,” Sopher said. “We had a lot to work
from, so it made our work much easier.”

After the first set of X-rays, the teeth were
cleaned and another set of pictures was taken.
Four X-rays were key factors in identifying the
body as Oswald's, Sopher said. Soft dental mate-
rial was placed in the mouth cavity. Yellowish
casts were made of the lower and upper teeth.
Indentations, where the tillings e could be
seen.

“It's (comparing dentall X-rays to - X-rays
taken after death) what we do every day.“
Sopher said. ‘‘Using teeth_ for identification is
standard procedure = 'a' “slow “but__éffective

begun, it was over. The doctors all agreed it was

-Oswnldwlmhadbeenburiedihthegrave 18

~-years ago. -~ - ;{.(

“and T mean any doubt, the j:u:liﬂrldugl buried
under the name Lee Harvey Oswald in,Ro?E' Hxll
Cemeterylsinfactbeeﬂarvay&wald"‘

Conspiracy theory deflated, . il 0
Dr. Norton explained the results to Oawald’

,wn:law Eddowes and the lawyers. Then the’ doc-

tors took the elevator to a oonference mom to te]l
the world,

The skull was placed back in the eotfin.
which wasplaoedbackmtheholdmgcaseand
wheeled out of the autopsy room.

B ey s

Three. hqumfnnd 50 minutes after they had |
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THE OSWALD EXHUMATION

‘Memos
‘prompt
‘questions

By Earl Golz

Staff Writer of The News

FORT WORTH — Marina Oswald Por-
ter says she may have been duped into
signing a document 17 years ago giving
federal officials permission to secretly
exhume the body of her late husband.

During the spring of 1964, several
months after her husband, Lee Harvey
Oswald, was buried as the accused assas-
sin of President John F. Kennedy, Mrs.
Porter was called to a military base near
Dallas to give testimony.

At the time, she thought it was her
third session before the Warren Commis-
sion or commission attorneys. But no
record of her testimony was recorded
and the questions by people who identi-
fied themselves as commission lawyers
.were innocuous, she said recently.

Mrs. Porter said that while she was
being questioned at the session in Dallas,
she signed a form that federal officials
told her was a deposition.

Her testimony at the military base

took place about a month after an assist-
ant counsel for the Warren Commission
wrote a secret memo suggesting the body
be exhumed.

David Slawson wrote the memo on
March 17, 1964, four months after the as-
sassination. The memo was entitled
“Questions to Ask Norman Redlich.”
Redlich was an assistant counsel for the

.~ Warren Commission.

!
|

The handwritten memo began with
the heading “Subjectt Exhuming
Oswald.” Referring to Navy commander
Dr. James J. Humes, the memo said he “is
adoctor who Arlen Specter says is compe-
tent and trustworthy.” In 1964, Specter
was an assistant counsel with the Warren
Commission. He is now a US. senator
from Pennsylvania. Humes, now in pri-
vate practice in Detroit, was the navy
commander who wrote the controversial
Kennedy autopsy report.

Mrs. Porter said the memo and others
like it, released in recent years under the

The Dallas Morning News: Evans Caglage
Marina Oswald Porter waits in a car before the remains of her
former husband, Lee Harvey Oswald, are transported to Dallas.

federal Freedom of Intormauon aci,
caused her to wonder whether she
unwittingly signed a document allowing
a secret exhumation. At the time of the
initial investigation, she spoke little Eng-

“lish and did not understand the docu-

ment she signed, she said.
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Oswald’s champion absent

Devoted mother died before exhuma t1on

By Ray Bell

Staff Writer of The News

She was outspoken, at times abrasive, and sel-
dom missed a chance to vehemently maintain that
Lee Harvey Oswald did not kill President John F.
Kennedy.

~ So, regardless of the results Sunday, it was un-
fortunate for history that Marguerite Claverie
Oswald, mother of the accused presidential assas-
sin and one of his staunchest defenders, was not
present to confirm — or challenge — the conclu-
sions of four pathologists who performed exhaus-
tive tests at Baylor Medical Center following the
exhumation.

- A year ago, had the situation arisen, Mrs.
Oswald likely would have pursued the legal and
medical experts through every macabre step.

On Sunday, however, it was not to be.
Marguerite Claverie Oswald, a mother who

never stopped defending her son, died Saturday.

Jan. 17, 1981,

And, although few of those present Sunday for
the exhumation from Fort Worth's Rose Hill Burial .
Park may have realized it, the grave of Mrs. Oswald
is only a few scant feet from that of her son. | ©

Unlike her infamous son, Mrs. Oswald has no
tombstone, no marker on her grave.

It was, on Sunday, almost as if she never ex-
isted.

But Mrs. Oswald, concerned and carrying’ the
convictions of a mother's devotion, did exist. And-

despite the evidence, despite the conclusions of-the-
Warren Commission, despite investigations by the:

Secret Service, the FBI and various pohce agencies’
and private groups, she never waivered in her be-
lief.

"Nothing in my investigation shows any in-
volvement of Lee at all,” she had said. .

“I know my son was framed. Since he dled he
was used as a pacifier for the nation.”

0 "



By Ann Atterberry

suﬁ Writer of The News

"A chronology of the 6-year battle
that culminated Sunday in the open-
ing ‘of the grave of Lee Harvey
Oswalid, 'who was accused of assassi-
nating President John F. Kennedy:

B Nov. 23, 1975: Briton Michael Ed-
dowes says his book, to be published
in January 1976, would claim that the

~body in Oswald'’s grave is a Sovxet
agent.

to exhume Oswald's body from Rose
Hill Burial Park in Fort Worth.

m Feb. 23, 1979: Eddowes wins the
right to see Oswald’s medical re-
oords v

James Wright rejects Eddowes’ re-
quest to open the grave.

W Aug. 17, 1979: Eddowes’ attorney
presents “all the medical inconsis-
tencies” between Oswald’s Marine
Corps medical records and informa-
tion on the man arrested in Dallas to
Dr. Linda Norton, pathologist with
the Dallas County Medical Exam-
iner'soffice.

vinced of a legally *“reasonable
doubt” about the identity in the
grave, presides at a court of inquest.
The Navy Reference Department in
St. Louis turns over Oswald’s military
medical and dental X-rays.

N Aug. 31, 1979: Dallas County
Medical Examiner Dr. Charles Petty
asks his counterpart in Fort Worth to

~ “order an exhumation,” saying he
has “certain information” leading

him to doubt the identity of the body.

= Oct. 19, 1979: Petty calls for the
exhumation

B Oct. 22, 1979: The Fort Worth
Court of Civil Appeals schedules ar-
_guments in Eddowes' appeal of
* Wright's decision.

The Dallas Morning News: Geof Payne
Motorcade transports Oswald

remains to Baylor Medical
Center. :

B Jan. 10, 1979: Eddowes files suit

W Aug. 23, 1979: Dr. Norton, con-

Exhumatlon flght
'ends after 6 years

INov 21, '1979: The anrant

:» County district attorney’s office re-

Jjects Eddowes' offer to pay a $15,000
premium on a $100,000 indemniﬂca-
tion bond for the éxhumation, |

B Feb. 21, 1980: Petty reverses him-
self, saying he will not order the ex-
humation.

B May 15, 1980: 'l'he court rules_
that Eddowes lacks “legal standing”
to force Tarrant County offlcials to
open the grave.

W Aug. 13, 1980: Petty with con-
sent from Marina Oswald Porter, pro-
poses exhumation. .

W Aug. 15, 1980: Oswalds brother
Robert of Wichlta Falls, wins a court

. order blocking exhumation. '
"mJune 1 1979: State Dist. Judge :

‘W Sept. 5, 1980: Mrs. Porter tells
Wright she wants the exhumation be-
cause she believes the grave is
empty.

W Sept. 25, 1980; Tha Texas Su-
preme Court upholds 1979 decisions
that thwarted Eddowes’ initial at-
tempts to open the grave. . -

H Aug. 1, 1981: Out-of-court negoti-
ations fail when Robert Oswald re-
Jjectsacompromise,

W Aug. 20, 1981: Mrs. Porter files
suit toopen thegrave.

W Sept. 18, 1981: The court rules
that Robert Oswald cannot block the
opening of the grave. He appeals,

@ Sept. 23, 1981: Wright issues a 10-
day restraining order.. -

. W Midnight, Oct. 3, 1981: ‘Tempo-
rary restraining order expires. Law-

-yers for Mrs. Porter meet secretly for

two hours at Baylor University Medi-
cal Center to make final arrnnge-
ments. i

- mOct. 4, 1981: Workmen open the
grave and take the remains to Baylor
where pathologists.conclude the re-

. mains are Oswald. The remains are

returned to Ro& Hill Burial Park and

—_buried.



Medical team members and other workers watch exhumation. = The Dalles Morning News: Ed Hille



MDs called at last mlnute

.By]aneWolfe & ‘_"
| Staff Writer of The News y

.~ The toﬁ members of the médlcal -
team chosen to X-ray and perform an

autopsy on the remains in Lee Har-
vey Oswald's coffin Sunday came to
Dallas from three states “at the last
minute,” their colleagues said.

The eight members of the team =

four primary members and four doc-
tors who assisted them — donated
their services, said Jerry Pittman, a
lawyer for Marina Oswald Porter.

The examiners were paid only

enough to cover their actual ex-
penses, Pittman said.

British author Michael Eddowes,
who raised speculation that the body
in Oswald'’s grave was that of a Soviet
SPY, financed the exhumation.

,/The four top-ranking members of

: ‘chief medical examiner in San Anto-
' nio and a former assistant to Dallas-

County - medical - examiner . Dr.
Charles Petty; Dr. Linda Norton, asso-

' ciate chief medical examiner in Bir-
‘mingham, ‘Ala,, also a former -assist- -

ant to Petty; Dr. Irving Sopher, chief

. medical examiner for West Virginia
and a colleague of Petty; and Dr.
James A. Cottone, associate professor
of dental diagnostic science at the
University of Texas Health Science
Center at San Antonio.

“Dr. DiMaio is the most thorough
forensic pathologist around, the best
I've seen,” said Gary Biggs, an assist-
ant to DiMaio. “He won’t jump to con-
clusions. If Dr. DiMaio says that's
Oswald, then that’s Oswald.”

. Examiners in Sopher’s office in_
West Virginia said they were not
the team were Dr. Vincent DiMaie, -supdsed Sopher waschosen. -

"Dr Petty has known Dr Sopher
for a long time, but I'm sure the rea-

. son he was called to Dallas is he's a

nationally known forensic expert

“'with a strong background in den-

ﬂmry " said Vasudeo Kshirsagar,
. Sopher, 46, author of a book on fo-

. rensic dentistry, was a medical exam-

iner in Baltimore before becoming
chief medical examiner for West Vir-
ginia in 1975. B o6

The four doctors assisung the pri-
mary medical team included- Dr.

‘George Race, director of pathology,

Baylor Univesity Medical Center; Dr.
Weldon Tillery, associate director of =

pathology, Baylor University Medical -

Center; Hamo Meguerditchian, foren-
sic pathology assistant, Dallas County
medical examiner's office; and Felix
Cordero Jr., X-ray technician,

University of Texas at San Antonio.



JFK study expensive,
British author says

Staff Special to The News

FORT WORTH — Michael Ed-
dowes, the British author and law-
yer who started the clamor for ex-
huming Lee Harvey Oswald, looked
almost lonely as he stood near the
graveside Sunday watching a crane
remove Oswald's casket. ;

“Please remember, Dr. Charles
Petty (Dallas County medical ex-
aminer) was persuaded suffi-
cigntly by the evidence I presented

“call for an exhumation and au-
topsy,” said Eddowes, 77, who re-
portedly paid for the disinterment.
“Idon’t want to be branded as some
nut-“

Eddowes, a wealthy owner of a -

restaurant chain in England, esti-
mates he has spent more than
$250,000 since 1963 in his own in-
vestigation of the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy. His ex-
penses include numerous trips be-
tween London and Dallas, legal
fees, chauffeurs and private inves-
tigators.

Last year, Eddowes said he still
had “a comfortable income, but at
the rate I am spending it at the mo-
ment, it's an uncomfortale income
with the number of lawyers I am
employing ... [ am just about
breaking even.” :

The Dallas Morning News
Michael Eddowes ... “I
don’t want to be branded as
some nut." ‘
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;Body identified by X-rays

* By Bill Deener
Staff Writer of The News

The haunting mystery of whose
body was actually buried in the grave
- of Lee Harvey Oswald was solved
within minutes Sunday morning
through a simple procedure of com-

paring dental records, said Dr, Irvtng :

Sopher, chief medical examiner for

. West Virginia.

. “This (comparing dental records)
is as exact as using fingerprints,”

. Sopher said. “The main point is the
* shape of the fillings. Lee Harvey had .

about 10 fillings, so after we took X-
rays, it was clear beyond any doubt

that the body was, in fact, Oswald’s.” -

The examination began about

10:30 a.m. A description of the cloth-

ing and the general condition of the
body was recorded. The examination’

was videotaped at the request of Ma-
rina Oswald Porter. :

Two rings on Oswald’s left hand
werge removed and given to Mrs. Por-
ter for positive identification. The 4-
member team of pathologists then
focused on' identifying the body
through dental records.

The head was severed from the
body so that the skull and teeth could
be X-rayed accurately, Sopher said.
The rest of the body was left in the
coffin for the 5-hour examination.

X-rays taken March 27, 1953, while
Oswald was in the U.S. Marine Corps,
were compared with the 16 X-rays
taken Sunday, Sopher said.

“The comparison of the X-rays

‘showed no incompatibility what-

soever,” Sopher said.
Dr. James Cottone, one of the team
members from San Antonio, said the

only difference between this case
and the hundreds of others he has’
worked during seven years in the-!
field was the significance.

." “There was a lot more security in-
volved and there was a myriad of de-
tails to be covered. Then the docu-
mentation had to be done a lot more
carefully than usual because of the
significance of the case,” he said. '

“We went over it tooth by tooth,
taking X-rays at different angles to
get all the dental impressions. It was

a rather painstaking process,” Cot-
tone said. i

. The pathologists ‘also found a

"bone scar” on the left side of the
skull from a mastoid operation that
Oswald had when he was 8 years old.

Dr. Linda Norton, head of the I

team, said the findings will be pub- l

lished in amedical journal. i
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THE OSWALD EXHUMATION

Second burial |
lacks eulogy,
solemn rites

By Brad Bailey

Staff Writer of The News

No scriptures were read. No kind
words were said.

Lee Harvey Oswald was reinterred
Sunday afternoon at Rose Hill Burial
Park in Fort Worth with .even less
ceremony than at his burial in 1963,
when reporters were drafted to serve’
as pallbearers and a minister was
brought out of retirement to read
from the 23d Psalm and St. John.

The four gravediggers listened to
the Dallas Cowboys game on the
truck radio and sat on the new vault
as they waited for the remains to be
returned to the gravesite after an au-
topsy in Dallas. ,

They smoked cigarettes and took
occasional swigs of water out of a red
picnic jug until the anti-climactic 3
car funeral procession led by Law-
rence Wood, a retired Fort Worth po-
lice captain riding a motorcycle,
pulled into view. .

Security guards picked cockle-
burrs out of their socks and, passing
the 5-foot mound next to the 7-by-7
foot hole in the earth, shielded their
eyes from the blowing red dush.

Absolute Security Co. had evicted
all sightseers from the cemetery.

“Be nice to the public, boys, the

TV cameras are rolling. Watch them;

they'll probably try to bluff their way
back in,” one security officer said.
But the group of about 75 spectators
and 20 or so journalists were for the
most part well-behaved.

Among those in the crowd, mostly

neighborhood people who had grown

up in the shadow of Oswald’s grave,
were Southwest Seminary students
Tim Evans and Richard Morrell.

“It's fine with me to break into the
grave if it answers the questions,” Ev-
ans said.

Said Morrell, “It's interesting be-
cause it's part of history. I think his

soul is probably in hell or wherever

it went, and they're just fooling with
the body, so I don't see any religious
significance to the disinterment.”

Another bystander was -more’

blunt in stating his reason for being
there: “It ain't every day you get to
see Lee Harvey Oswald’s coffin.”

The only witnesses authorized to
be inside the cemetery were security
officers patrolling the fence to keep
the media and the public out, ceme-
tery officials, and, watching from her
station wagon, Marina Oswald Porter.

There wasn't much to witness.

Four men wrested Oswald’s new
beige coffin out of the black hearse
and into the new shiny-steel Arkan-

_sas Casket Co. vault brought Sunday

]



Pallbearers place the vault top over Oswal

morning to replace the water-dam-
aged one in which the remains of
Oswald had spent the past 18 years.

Foreman John Dougherty per-
formed the reinterment, using a
backhoe.

It took two minutes for ,mnm.
vediggers Jerry Walden, his brother,

Darryl, and David- Shetter to hook
chains to the vault. Dougherty, at the
controls, said, “Don’t get it too short,
boys. Watch your hands.”

David Stetter stood atop the
mound, directing. “Come foward,
come forward, a little more, little
more, more, more — hold it!"”

Dougherty hit a lever, and

d’s casket before it is lowered back into the ground.

Oswald's remains began the slow de-
scent back into the soil they had left
less than eight hours before. “Slowly,
slowly now,”  Stetter said. Then,
“Great.”

Dougherty backed the rig away,
then approached the mound from the
west. The clods fell on the new vault
with a hollow, gonging sound, while

The Dalias Morning News: Jay Godwin

off in the distance, over the wind, a
crow called.

As a security official got into his
car, preparing to leave, one of his of-
ficers called out, “See you later. We'll
do it again.”

He paused before answering..“l
hope not,” he said.



