For Agent Oswald

The CIA had no problem not giving the Warren Commission anything the CIA did
not want to give. Not even after the Commission knew what it wanted, or thought it did,

After it knew what it gould have wanted, anyway.
Only the CIA's certain knowledge that the Commission did not intend a full
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investigation, did not want to rsik having its preconceptions ruined, made this
possible. The Commission had unlimited authority. Only it never once used it. i
¥wwm Yuri Ivanovich liosenko, & top KGB Ame dicen expert in loscow headguarters

duringzéiss when JFK was assassinated, walked into American offices in Switgerland

in February 1964 and defected. Be was immediate flown to Fairfax County, Virginia,
where the CIA is hesdquartersd. Of course the CIA questioned him extensively. It

e

also had to and did make him svailable to the FBI, which did its own questioning.

s

There ie nothing Nosenko knew that the Ruscian's back in Moscow didn't know.
Their only doubts, once they knew he defected, is how much he remembered to spill, i
That Nosen<o had defected was not secret from the Russians.
What he knew and told the American agencies also invo}ved no secrets that had
to be held from the Rus:ians, 'r

But 1t was all kept secret from the American people.

i In early 1975
snyxokzibszasarasxef prgaaxkasxahiazioxohtaknzaiier/They began to be driblled out |

g0 they could be leuked as the spooks wanted them angled, mgimmimgximxsariy So

little of what Nosenko told the FBI wiyas seoret that it didn't even both to clessify

asome of its reports. The highest classificatior on any I was able to obtain was the |

lov=grade "Confidentisl." However, when the Commission staff went over the part of

what Nosenko said that the gpooks elected to let it have the unclas:ified suddenly
became "TOP SECRET." And ell were suppressed for more than a decade after the deport §

was issued.
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The spoks and the Commission shared a comson problem presented by Nosenko's
@efection with all that Oswald kuowledge. All the EGB'e papers and information
passed through Nosenko's hands and mind once %e JFK wes assassinated. 1t was sll
fresh in his mind when he defected less than three months later.

His defection was less than a month after the Commission could not longer, even
in strictest secrecy, ignore reports that Oswald had served the CIA,FEL or both.

The problem these reports gave the Commission was how to avéid and do nothing about
them, as a series of formerly TOP SECRET trsmscrdipis of its executive seasions

for the last third of Janusry proved. I got them tiormm after almost & decade of
effort and through litigstion. (Fnote to WWIV)

As the Commission, having decided on a lone alienated "red" nut assassion - and
no conspiracy above all = found the truth incompatible, so also did the agencies
have to avoid any suggestions of any Oswald association.

Because, as even Commissioner Dulles admitted to his colleagues, there was
little likelihood the FBI gent Uswald to Rusaia, the FBI did give the Commission
reports of its interviews with Nosenko as they rslated to Oswald. Scores of pages
the Commission then classified so highly the law required them to hold information
that could have led to an internstional conflagration, serious ware

Thm':'e were enormous voids in what the FEI reported, as the most casusl reading
of thﬁBINo:enho reports discloses. Nonetheless, for a Comdssion seeking information,
even these limited representations of what the Russians did,kmew and felt about

Ogwald were riche.

For a Commission determined to investigate fully and andous to know whether its

scle candidate for aspassin had led a couplicated life - wheter there could have
been any exccutive-agency involvement in the assassination of the President =

Nosenko was an evidentiary goldmine,

Parhaps the moat important fait he reported = and mind you, he hafied the Russians

enough to defect =-is that the Rusaians regarded Uswald as & "sleeper agentl"

This means one spirited into a country to just live there and aweit an assignment

that might not come for years.
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The Russians didn't trust Yswald, ind Oswald was antiSSoviet, as the Commission
also knew. Anti-American Commmist, too. And there were these reports Usvald had
been CIA, FBI or both, Then Bosenko came in out of +the Russian cold. All lmown
before the Commimszion began what anyone could czll any real worke

For a real investigation Nosenko's timing of his defection could not have been
more perfectly timed.

for tiis Comnmission he was a disaster.

He said what 1t didn't wont said or known - what dcstroyed its basic conclusions
resched before it did any works (It never did any real investigating.)

Had this Commission not been able to work in complete secrecy what followed would
have besn completely imposyibles

What followed is thet in all it published - that massive, 900-page eport and
an appended estimated 10,000,000 of supposed evidence - there is no mention of
Nosenko and his priceless intelligenocel

Some of it finelly leaked out in a CIA public-relsticns job, & book titled KGB.
This was almost a decade late and then, #espiet the considerable sale of the book
in hardback and in condénsation and in reprint -multimillions « the passages relating
to Uswald went unreported/ in the press.

Several years after that the driblling of documents begana

One of thbse, originally kept sseret from me after 1 began to get coples of
all, supposedly, is a memo written for the record Ly W. David Slawson, aszistant
counsels He and the first black Ford lster eppointed to his cabinet, st just about
the tiwe the leaking begen, William T. Coleman, hendled this part of the work and
were the Nosenko exparts.

e two of them, Rankin, Howard F, Willens, Samucl A. Stern end Burt Griffin,
met with then chief dirty-worker eas mhied ol clandestine scrvices, Richard Helms,
Raymond Roccas, who was forced out during the Watergete scandals, and a man whose
name was Lasked, a name xxkix of 11 letters. Roccas was the CIA(s Oswald expert for

the Comris.ion, He way also next to James Angleton, whose domestic dirtyOmrksx
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workings forced him out in the Nixon scandals. Theirs was the Counter intelligence
gxr arm. And despite Belms' solemn assurences when he began Director, Central
Intelligence, they did target on Americons inside the United States.

4t 11 a.m. March 12, 1964 - which was gfer the FEI had given the Bommission
those scores of its losenko papers - there was this confercnce "on how best the CIA
and the Commission could work together" to meet the committee's obligations. The
conference was to cover gll the Commission's work.

In the words of Slawson's report, "The first topic of conversation was Yurl
Kosenko, the recent Soviet defector. A general discussion was held on this problem
[sic), the with CIA's recommendation being that the Commission awsit further
developmenta.™

So far as the Mommission ves concermed, there never were any "further develop=
menta." @t never got a word from the CIA on what it got from Nosenkol

The CIA dreined the guy. He wented to be drained of every word the CIA wanted,
too. As an experienced intelligence man he knew his greatest danger was in trylug to
play games with tnose upon whom his life and future depended. Once he made his
decision he had no choice and he had the knowledge and training that told him this.
" also hated the Russians, the reason for his turning hinmself in to American
intelligence, His need was complete cooperation. He kmew his need end he pursued it.

Hoover, master bureaucrat of them all and himsslf endangered by reports Oswald
had been his fink, played the geme the apposite way from the CIA, The CIA stone=
walled., Hoover killed the Commission with unsolicited kindness. In doing this he
made an exculpatory record, one that could be invoked later to show how completely
cooperative he personally end the FBI were. If the last thing Hoover wanted was any
investigetion of a.y connection he hed with Uswald, the written record is made to
appear that he held nothing back,

So, on March 6, 1964, when he forwarded the last of the FBI's thousands of
words of its Nosenko interviews to Rankin, Hoover made a personsl record of what is

not in these often ropetitions FBI reportss
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Nosenko, Hoover wrote, "is willing to testify before the President's Commission,"”

(Hoover concluded with angther of his masterful bureaucratic touches, It had as
its purposes, es did his personal conveying of Nosenko's offer to testify, raking
& record to clear Hoover and pindon the Commission end the CIA. It made a false
record of Hoover's cooperativeness, too, of secning to hold nothing back.)

"IN the event you desire to have Kosenko appoar before the Commission, it is
suggested that you meke arrangements with the Central Intelligence Agency, which
has eustody of Nosenko,"

Boover didn't have to tell the Commission, 1t imew. The FAT reports do not
give the exact pluce at which Hosenko wes made aveilable to it but they all say
"Feirfax County, Virginia," which is whore the CIA is. headquartered. In seyins the
unnecessary Hoover was not being kind and considerate. He was adding to the record
left for the future that he had no control over Nosenio, the CIA did, and if the
Commission elected not to hear a word from Nosenko, a safe assumption, it was not
because Eoover didn't tell them how to getl the inforiation Hosenko had.

So, what Hoover wanted the Comrissicn to kmow about what Nosenko said abaut

Oswald he saw to it the Coumiscion did knows (Leber count pages and insert here,

Poges, nocn of which point a finger at Hoover

or the FBI,

Virtually all of it gave the Commission the most scrious troubles and pressures
that helped “pover and:ihis own interest in a non=-investigation.

The essence pointed =t the CIA, the agency with agents plented in Rusais,

The Russians feamred Oswald was a "sleeper agent" of the CIA, They kept him under
close surveillancs, intercepting cven all hic padl wnrdle he wes in Mingk, % wam
algo under physical surve:l .ence.

(Pollow with details. Include Slavson/Coleran 6/24 wemo. Heavy on their undated
111pp plus to-be-ridiculed appendix, "Uawald's Fpieign hotivities,¥W with suppressions
from notes. Include Arch corres on withholding, lesks to CBS=Schorr. Schorr's mi.suse
end June 75 to repeat lone assassin theory agein, turned on by antOCastros to make

then
it look like uaat:m::l.te. etco.Relate de€lassifications to curent investigations,
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Go back to this memo of widch I wes given Tirst page ouly for wore ridicule.
These Comrission types actually tried to cajole or bribe the CIA with offers of
what it knew would e worthless and what it lmew it would get anyway, offers of the
Xestinony taken from Marina, Marguerite, Robert, etc. ihis was all worthless, to

anyone, especlally the CIA. They went farthur and pretended that they didngt let
any ol the testomony out but they offered transcripts for the CIA to examine in
k= Commission offices. Actually, they let witneses buy transcripts from the

court reporter. Instead of skt chaking the CIA up and down, as it could and should
have, ths Comudssion whined und pretended to ofier goudiea. 31: was all worhtleas
and it told the CIA ell it needed to know. Thus also the CI5 gave the Comuission
nothing.
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