The Oswald File: Tales of the Routing Slips

Six Wée‘{?? I?ef;re JFK’s Murder, the CIA Didn’t Téll All Tﬁat It Knew

By ]eﬂerson Morley

31 years to satisfy the public's curiosi-

ty and doubts over the murder of
President John F. Kennedy is quietly getting
under way in a federal office building on E
Street in downtown Washington.

The JFK Assassination Records Review
Board, a five-member panel appointed last
year by President Clinton, is collecting and
starting to make public government docu-
ments related to Nov, 22, 1963.

Jefferson Morley is an editor of Outlook.

THE U.S. government's fifth effort in

Thelawueahngtheboardreqmresﬂne

CIA, FBI and other government agencies to .
release virtually-all of their files on the assas- -
sination. Even before the board was appoint- -

ed, the CIA began releasing long-classified
files to comply with the law. Since August
1993, the CIA has released 217,000 pages
of documents, according to an agency
spokesman.

Among those files, a historian and author
has found materials that disclose for the first
time who at CIA headquarters received de-
tailed FBI reports about accused assassin
Lee Harvey Oswald in the months prior to

Kennedy’s murder. The routing slips on the -

v.‘newly released ﬁlesabowthat some senior |

CIA officials who :knew about the FBI re-
ports failed to share the information with
agency colleagues in Mexico City who were -
u-ymgtoleammoreaboutmwaldmweeka
before the assassination. 3

“We're finding that there are an awful lot
of records that are at the CIA or at the FBI *

or at other federal institutions and agencies ' "
. that people have never seen,” says John R.
Tunheim, the chief deputy attorney general .

of the state of Minnesota, who is chairman of

the review board. “And whether the informa- '

tion in those records is relevant to ultimate
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conclusions about the Kennedy assassination or not, at
least everyone should have a chance to look at them.”
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But Castro's story remains a puzzie
records of Oswald's visit to the Cuban con-
sulate contain no indication of such a threat. o 4
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