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"T

hey're gilled die P
resident."' 

and leaked their exi_qence bK
 -111 47. about them

 over 

a telephone they believed 	
flisq -"ns's latest ex- 

planation did not account for the.- Iew
spaper story he 

had w
ritten in the Floiirion 	

::na :ears M
ore, re- 

p
o
rtin

g
 th

e n
u
m

b
ers, o

r s1- stersiew
 w

ith the Secret 

Service. In any case 	
--id 	

1-..uirer: "O
sw

ald 

. w
as either a stoolie for the FB

I or C
L

A
 and turned out 

to be the greatest double im
t gall 	

' 

T
he C

om
m

ission R
epcm

 reyzng on the F
B

I and 

C
IA

, stated definitively 	
Iv w

as :K
R

. In an appendix 

entitled "Speculations and R
.n.t. -,rs.-  he R

eport dis-

counted statem
ents bs- M

arierie O
sw

ald that her son 

w
as an agent as baseless 	

cr sim
ply m

alicious 

falsehood. “Invesnianc,n be . _be C
c=

ission,” the R
e-

port concluded, "has resee;ei o :iv:A
im

ee that O
sw

ald 

w
as 

ever em
ployed by :he F

B
I or C

IA
 in any ca- 

pacity."'
 A

ll that rem
a 	

that statem
ent 

is a collection of the m
cg in_.7.rotahle coincidences. 

T
hey begin in the M

arM
e C

arrls. O
sw

ald enlisted in 

the M
arine C

orps on O
ctal:yr :a. 1956. six days after 

h
is sev

en
teen

th
 b

ir..h
cas." ifse u

n
til th

en
 h

ad
 

been a lonely and  
	

grow
ing up w

ithout a 

father, pulled from
 :ow

n to tow
n by an indifferent 

m
other, in and out os! T

xtry L-w
ide. frequently truant 

from
 school, isoltaxl or 1cam

 periec.si o
f tim

e in
 th

e 

hostile, alien w
orld ct i youth ,‘...euse or orphanage." 

In short, a  d
reary iza:kt-...-.:=

4_4 	
not unlike  that 

of hundreds of L
boc.:-.m

S
 af ,tnifren (torn broken 

hom
es. L

et's brother. R
cbert. dad enlisted in the 

m
arines som

e years tett: 	
had m

ade a new
 life. 

T
he m

arines 	
sany for L

ee. 

A
fter basic traz. at S

an D
iego and C

am
p P

endle- 

ton, C
alifornia. O

F
w

a:;.! .-encr_ed to the N
aval A

ir 

T
echnical T

rainniz C
ater L

 laciansville, F
lorida, for 

a six-w
eek course in 	

near control's A
d- 

vanced instruction fcC
icw

ed. and O
sw

ald eventually 

w
as given an M

O
S

 f=
liars cxupaliortal specialty) 

of A
viation E

lecvonia O
p,. -racy." B

y m
id-Septem

ber 

O
sw

ald w
as in 1tpn. assize," 35 a radar operator to 

the 1st M
arine .kir-auft 	

ba_std at A
ts4

.113  A
c- 

cording to the R
irptat. 09rales job w

as "to direct air-

craft to
 th

eir L
argos by radar, com

m
unicating w

ith 

U
-2 reconnaissance planes of the kind flow

n by F
rancis 

G
ary P

ow
ers over th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

 w
ere lau

n
ch

ed
 on

 

sp
y m

ission
s over m

ain
lan

d
 C

h
in

a. A
tsu

gi w
as also a 1 vy 

lau
n

ch
in

g p
ad

 for C
h

in
ese N

ation
alist agen

ts w
h

o w
ere 	

1--  f 	
U

ri 

p
arach

u
ted

 on
to th

e m
ain

lan
d

. D
eep

 in
 th

e h
on

ey-

com
b

ed
 cavern

s th
at lie b

en
eath

 th
e b

ase, in
telligen

 

personnel m
onitored C

om
m

unist com
m

unicatio 

fic." M
inim

um
 security clearance for 	

e
n

 in
 O

s- 

w
ald's unit, according to a m

an
n
 	

h
ad

 served
 

h
im

 in
 C

aliforn
ia, w

as seer L
"

 25  O
sw

a
ld

 h
a
d

 

trou
b

le b
ein

g cleared
, d

esp
ite th

e fact th
at h

e 

tw
ice been convicted by court-m

artial." 

A
m

id
 th

ese exotic su
rrou

n
d

in
gs O

sw
ald

 took
 

n
ew

 avocation
. T

h
e b

oy w
ith

 in
d

ifferen
t grad

 	
w

h
o
 

a
lw

a
y
s h

a
d

 tro
u

b
le p

a
ssin

g
 tests, d

ecid
ed

 to
 stu

d
y
 

R
u

ssian
, a B

erlitz b
ook

 h
is on

ly rep
orted

 gu
i .21  H

e 

seem
s to h

ave m
ad

e rem
ark

ab
le p

rogress. B
y e tim

e 

h
e w

as tran
sferred

 b
ack

 to th
e S

tates to 	
d

u
ty

 
a
s
- 

signm
ent at E

l T
oro A

ir S
tation

, C
aliforn

i. 	
O

sw
a
ld

 

w
as read

in
g R

u
ssian

 n
ew

sp
ap

ers an
d

 • p
ress-A

rm
 

a 

R
ussian-speaking aunt w

ith his ski11.23  B
e
 .r

e
 lo

n
e
 h

is 

b
u

d
d

ies at E
l T

oro k
id

d
in

gly referr- 	
to

 h
im

 a
s
 

"O
sw

aldskovich." 24 . O
sw

ald
 in

 tu
rn

 	
m

e
tim

e
s a

d
- 

dressed them
 as "com

rade." 2g 

O
sw

ald w
as also know

ledgeable ab 	
w

o
rld

 a
ffa

irs_
 

T
h

eR
ep

o
rt co

m
m

en
ts th

a
t "

h
e a

p
p

 rs to
 h

a
v
e b

een
 

b
etter in

form
ed

 th
an

 som
e of th

e o cers, w
h

ose lack
 

of k
n

ow
led

ge am
u

sed
 an

d
 som

etim
 irritated

 h
im

  "
 ar 

T
h

e R
ep

ort q
u

otes ieu
ten

an
t J 	

. D
o
n

o
v
a
n

, 
O

s
- 

w
a
ld

's co
m

m
a
n

d
er a

n
• a

 g
ra

 u
a
te o

 e eo
r • 

to
w

n
 

U
n
iv

ersity
 S

ch
o
o
l o

f 
F

o
reig

n
 S

erv
ice, a

s sa
y
in

g
 th

a
t. 

O
sw

ald
 w

as "
tru

ly in
terested

 in
 in

tern
ation

al affairs.7 

an
d

 "
very w

ell versed
, at least on

 th
e su

p
erficial facts 

of a given foreign situation." 27  P
riv

a
te K

erry
 T

h
o
rn

- 

O
n

 In
stru

ctio
n

s o
f H

is G
o
vern

m
en

t 	
1
5
7
 

th
e p

ilots b
y rad

io. T
h

e sq
u

ad
ron

 also h
ad

 th
e d

u
ty 

of scouting for incom
ing foreign aircraft, such as stray-

in
g R

u
ssian

 or C
h

in
ese p

lan
es, w

h
ich

 w
ou

ld
 b

e in
- 

tercepted by A
m

erican planes." '8 	
V

': "PI 

T
h

e R
ep

ort's straigh
tforw

ard
 p

rose m
ak

es th
e as- fip

tilin
f .bt

 

sign
m

en
t seem

 rou
tin

e. It w
asn

't. F
or A

tsu
gi w

as m
ore 	

11w:- 

than an
 o

rd
in

ary
 air statio

n
; it w

a
s a

lso
 o

n
e o

f th
e 

largest C
IA

 b
ases in

 th
e w

orld
.'"

 F
rom

 its ru
n

w
ays 
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"

T
h

ey've K
illed

 th
e P

resid
en

t!"
 

ley, one of O
sw

ald's fellow
 enlisted m

en, told the C
om

-

m
issio

n
 th

at O
sw

ald
 b

eliev
ed

 th
at "M

arx
ist m

o
rality

 

w
as th

e m
o
st ratio

n
al m

o
rality

 to
 fo

llo
w

," th
at co

m
-

m
u
n
ism

 w
as "th

e b
est sy

stem
 in

 th
e w

o
rld

." 28  T
o
 

T
h
o
rn

ley
, O

sw
ald

 m
erely

 seem
ed

 to
 b

e to
y
in

g
 w

ith
 

th
ese id

eas rath
er th

an
 h

o
ld

in
g
 an

y
 co

n
v
ictio

n
. T

h
o
rn

-

ley
 w

as so
 stru

ck
 b

y
 th

e u
n
u
su

al y
o
u
n
g
 m

arin
e th

at h
e 

eventually w
rote a novel based on O

sw
ald's life." 

T
h
ere is n

o
 reco

rd
 o

f th
e M

arin
e C

o
rp

s ev
er sh

o
w

-

ing concern that one of its young radar operators, w
ith 

access to
 secret in

fo
rm

atio
n
 an

d
 statio

n
ed

 at o
n
e o

f its 

m
o
st sen

sitiv
e b

ases, w
as talk

in
g
 o

f th
e jo

y
s o

f M
arx

-

ism
 an

d
 th

e su
p
erio

rity
 o

f th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist sy

stem
 to

 

h
is fello

w
s. In

 an
y
 case O

sw
ald

's activ
e relatio

n
sh

ip
 

w
ith

 th
e m

arin
es cam

e to
 an

 en
d
 o

n
 S

ep
tem

b
er 1

1
, 

1959, three m
onths ahead of his scheduled discharge." 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 ap

p
lied

 fo
r an

d
 receiv

ed
 a "d

ep
en

d
en

cy
 

discharge" 31  o
n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
s th

at h
is m

o
th

er h
ad

 in
-

ju
red

 h
erself at w

o
rk

 an
d
 co

u
ld

 n
o
 lo

n
g
er su

p
p
o
rt h

er-

self. A
ll o

f w
h
ich

 w
as a lie. T

ru
e en

o
u
g
h
, M

arg
u
erite 

h
ad

 b
een

 in
ju

red
 o

n
 th

e jo
b
 w

h
en

 a jar fell o
n
 h

er 

h
ead

 an
d
 stru

ck
 h

er to
e." T

h
e accid

en
t h

ad
 o

ccu
rred

 

n
early

 a y
ear b

efo
re," h

o
w

ev
er, an

d
 it h

ad
 k

ep
t M

ar-

g
u
erite fro

m
 w

o
rk

 less th
an

 a w
eek

_
 C

o
in

cid
en

tally
, 

L
ee h

ad
 b

een
 o

n
 leav

e in
 F

o
rt W

o
rth

 at th
e tim

e o
f 

th
e accid

en
t, an

d
 h

ad
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 d

u
ty

 w
ith

o
u
t m

en
-

tio
n
in

g
 th

e in
cid

en
t." A

ll th
e sam

e, O
sw

ald
's d

is-

charge w
as granted in less than a w

eek, a speed w
hich 

asto
u
n
d
ed

 h
is M

arin
e C

o
rp

s b
u
d
d
ies." E

v
en

 th
e C

o
m

-

m
issio

n
 w

as su
sp

icio
u
s. A

n
 u

n
p
u
b
lish

ed
 to

p
 secret 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 m

em
o
 stated

 flatly
, "H

e u
n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 o

b
-

tained the discharge fraudulently." 89  

T
h
ere w

as also
 so

m
e fu

n
n
y
 b

u
sin

ess w
ith

 O
sw

ald
's 

M
arin

e C
o
rp

s reco
rd

s. T
h
e R

ep
o
rt, rely

in
g
 o

n
 a D

e-

fen
se D

ep
artm

en
t ch

ro
n
o
lo

g
y
 o

f O
sw

ald
's serv

ice, as 

w
ell as h

is M
arin

e serv
ice reco

rd
s, stated

 th
at O

sw
ald

 

sp
en

t a b
rief tim

e o
n
 T

aiw
an

 b
eg

in
n
in

g
 S

ep
tem

b
er 3

0
, 

1
9
5
8
, an

d
 th

en
, w

ith
 th

e rest o
f h

is u
n
it, w

as tran
s-

ferred
 b

ack
 to

 A
tsu

g
i." B

etw
een

 O
cto

b
er 6

 an
d
 N

o
-

v
em

b
er 2

, th
e reco

rd
s g

o
 o

n
, O

sw
ald

 w
as sh

u
ttled

 to
 

an
o
th

er sectio
n
 o

f h
is u

n
it o

n
 Jap

an
, w

h
ile aw

aitin
g
 

shipm
ent back to the U

nited S
tates." 

O
n

 Iru
tru

ction
s of F

lis G
overn

m
en

t 	
159 

A
ll th

is seem
ed

 ro
u
tin

e u
n
til O

sw
ald

's p
ay

 reco
rd

s 

arriv
ed

 at th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
, slig

h
tly

 m
o
re th

an
 a w

eek
 

b
efo

re su
b
m

issio
n
 o

f th
e fin

al R
ep

o
rt. T

h
ey

 to
ld

 an
 

en
tirely

 d
ifferen

t sto
ry

. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e p

ay
 reco

rd
s 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 b

een
 tran

sferred
 o

u
t o

f h
is reg

u
lar u

n
it o

n
 

A
u
g
u
st 2

9
, 1

9
5
8
, an

d
 p

laced
 in

 a d
ifferen

t u
n
it w

ith
 a 

n
ew

 p
ay

 statu
s b

etw
een

 S
ep

tem
b
er 8

 an
d
 O

cto
b
er 1

7
, 

1
9
5
8
." W

h
at th

is statu
s w

as co
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e d
eterm

in
ed

. 

T
h
at p

art o
f th

e p
ay

 reco
rd

s w
as cen

so
red

." T
h
e p

ay
 

reco
rd

s co
n
tain

ed
 o

n
e o

th
er b

it o
f in

terestin
g
 n

ew
s. 

O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s n

o
t in

 Ja
p
a
n
 a

t a
ll w

h
e
n
 th

e
 R

e
p
o
rt 

sa
id

 h
e
 w

a
s b

u
t, a

lo
n
g
 w

ith
 h

is n
e
w

 u
n
it, w

a
s o

n
 

T
aiw

an.41  
T

he questions are obvious: W
hat w

as O
sw

ald doing 

o
n
 T

aiw
an

? W
h
at n

ew
 jo

b
 d

id
 h

e h
av

e? A
n
d
 w

h
y
 

d
id

 th
e D

efen
se D

ep
artm

en
t an

d
 th

e m
arin

es g
o
 to

 

such pains to conceal O
sw

ald's status and exact w
here-

ab
o
u
ts? O

n
e ex

p
lan

atio
n
 fo

r th
e d

eterm
in

ed
 o

b
scu

-

ran
tism

 is th
at O

sw
ald

 b
ad

 b
een

 recru
ited

 fo
r a co

v
ert 

assig
n
m

en
t b

y
 th

e O
ffice o

f N
av

al In
tellig

en
ce. T

h
e 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 n
ev

er k
n
o
w

. W
h
ile it ask

ed
 th

e 

C
IA

 an
d
 F

B
I w

h
eth

er O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 b

een
 o

n
e o

f th
eir 

ag
en

ts, th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 m

ad
e n

o
 attem

p
t to

 ask
 th

e 

sam
e questions of the D

epartm
ent of D

efense, the m
ost 

logical organization to have recruited him
." 

T
h
e o

d
d
 h

ap
p
en

in
g
s w

ere b
eg

in
n
in

g
 to

 stack
 u

p
. 

T
h
ey

 w
ere n

o
th

in
g
, th

o
u
g
h
, in

 co
m

p
ariso

n
 w

ith
 w

h
at 

o
ccu

rred
 n

ex
t. T

h
ree d

ay
s after retu

rn
in

g
 h

o
m

e to
 

F
o
rt W

o
rth

 O
sw

ald
 left fo

r N
ew

 O
rlean

s, an
d
 im

-

m
ediately booked passage on a freig

h
ter b

o
u
n
d
 fo

r L
e 

H
av

re," o
n
 th

e first leg
 o

f a trip
 to

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
_
 

F
ro

m
 F

ran
ce h

e sailed
 to

 E
n
g
lan

d
, arriv

in
g
 in

 S
o
u
th

-

am
p
to

n
 o

n
 O

cto
b
er 9

." H
e in

fo
rm

ed
 B

ritish
 cu

sto
m

s 

o
fficials th

at h
e p

lan
n
ed

 to
 stay

 in
 th

e co
u
n
try

 a w
eek

 

b
efo

re p
ro

ceed
in

g
 o

n
 to

 S
w

itzerlan
d
." In

stead
 h

e flew
 

the 
n
ex

t d
ay

 to
 H

elsin
k
i, F

in
lan

d
.'" O

n
 M

o
n
d
ay

, 

O
cto

b
er 1

2
, O

sw
ald

 w
en

t to
 th

e S
o
v
iet co

n
su

late an
d
 

ap
p
lied

 fo
r a v

isa." It w
as g

ran
ted

 tw
o
 d

ay
s later.'" 

T
h
e n

ex
t d

ay
 h

e left H
elsin

k
i b

y
 train

, cro
ssin

g
 th

e 

• S
o
v
iet fro

n
tier at V

ain
ik

k
ala." B

y
 O

cto
b
er 1

6
 h

e w
as 

in M
oscow

." 
• T

h
at, at least, is h

o
w

 th
e R

ep
o
rt laid

 o
u
t O

sw
ald

's 
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