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Marina Oswald and daughter, June, view the body of Lee Harvey Oswald, who was 

killed in police custody after being arrested for the assassination of President Kennedy. 

KENNEDY from A6 

was responsible for the assassination, that the U.S. 
government wanted to consign the case to oblivion, 
and that the plot was designed to make it look like 
Oswald was employed by the KGB," Newman said. 

A parallel observation on Oswald's Soviet experi-
ence came from another conspiracy theorist, Debra 
r 	• ,v, who heads the JFK Lancer (his Secret Ser- 
vice code name) assassination research organization. 
"My opinion is that Oswald was there for some rea-
son," Conway said in a telephone interview from her 
headquarters in Lake Forest, Calif "There had to be 
some type of program. Oswald was a low-level opera-
tive for our government — or at least he thought so." 

A State Department 
translation of one of the 
Russian-language docu-
ments shows that on the 
day of the assassination, 
Nov. 22, 1963, Soviet Am-
bassador Anatoly Dobry-
nin sent a top-secret coded 
telegram marked "highest 
priority" from Washington 
to the Kremlin. It reported 
that Oswald had been ar-
rested in the assassination 
and publicly identified as a 
former defector to the Sovi-
et Union, "where he mar-
ried Marina Nikotayevna 
Prusakova (b. 1941)." 

The Oswalds moved to 
the United States in 1962, 
the message said. Marina 
Oswald applied in March, 
1963, to return to the Sovi-
et Union with their daugh-
ter, but not her husband. 
Dobrynin wrote that both 
Oswald and his wife had 
written Soviet officials 
about the request. 

"The last letter from Lee 
Oswald was dated Nov. 9," 
the coded Dobrynin mes-
sage said. "It is possible that the U.S. authorities 
may ask us to familiarize them with the correspon-
dence in our possession. The U.S. authorities are 
aware of the existence of this final correspondence, 
since it was conducted through official mail. Inas-
much as there is nothing that compromises us in 
this correspondence, we might agree to do this as a 
last resort (after removing our internal correspon-
dence with the MFA)." The MFA was the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Numerous documents Yeltsin turned over to Clin-
ton at a June summit meeting detail the high-level 
interest shown in Oswald upon his arrival in Mos-
cow, where he renounced his American citizenship 
and asked for permanent residence. When Oswald 
reached Moscow, top-secret reports about him were 
sent to such officials as Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko, Deputy Premier Mikhal Porfirovich and 
KGB chief Aleksandr Nikolaevich Shelepin. 

Gromyko and Shelepin recommended to the Soviet 
Communuist Party's Central Committee: "It should 
be advisable to grant him the right of temporary so-
journ in the USSR for one year and to provide him  

employment and housing. In such case, the question 
of Oswald's permanent residency in the Soviet 
Union and his receiving Soviet citizenship could be 
resolved upon the expiration of that period." 

The central committee approved the recommenda-
tion, granting Oswald expense money, directing "the 
Byelorussian Economic Council to findremployment 
for Oswald as an electrician and the Minsk City 
Council of Workers Deputies to assign' him a sepa-
rate small apartment." Oswald later was granted 
permission to remain indefinitely in the Soviet 
Union, but he returned to the United States after 
three years. 

The 80 documents turned over by Yeltsin also in-
cluded a top-secret draft resolution prepared by 

Gromyko for the central committee, purporting to 
"debunk" American press reports connecting the So-
viet Union and Cuba to the assassination. The cen-
tral committee approved the resolution and instruct-
ed Dobrynin to issue a terse report to American au-
thorities "in the event they ask you about" Oswald's 
activities in the Soviet Union. 

Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev sent his depu-
ty, Anastas Mikoyan, to represent him at Kennedy's 
funeral. From Washington, Mikoyan sent a top-se-
cret coded message to the Kremlin reporting on a pri-
vate conversation with former U.S. Ambassador to 
Moscow Llewellyn Thompson. He said Thompson 
told him Soviet press allegations that right-wingers 
were responsible for the assassination had brought 
American counter-assertions of "Communist and 
Cuban connections." 

The deputy premier said he told Thompson the So-
viet Union did "not want to make comiSlications" but 
resented such implications when the , case had not 
even been fully investigated. Mikoyan said the U.S. 
government "clearly prefers to consign the whole 
business to oblivion as soon as possible." 


