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re 3
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any hom

icides by guns using old revolver am
m

unition 

still loaded w
ith black pow

der. 
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A
 lead bullet fired from

 a revolver m
ay strike a person w

ear-

ing clothing w
hich has a hard coarse w

eave. In such an instance 

the w
e
a

v
e
 of the cloth is often stam

ped onto the nose of the bul-

let. If such a bullet is discovered in the investigation of a death 

it m
ay be the only proof that a m

urder has been com
m

itted. T
he 

b
od

y m
ay h

ave b
een

 d
ead

 for a lon
g tim

e b
efore b

ein
g d

is-

covered so
 that all evidence of gunshot w

ounds and the track 

of the bullet are entirely obliterated. C
onsequently, w

h
e
n

e
v
e
r
 

a lead bullet is found, before the surgeon or officer scratches his 
identification m

ark upon the bullet h
e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 exam
in

e it care-

fu
lly for eviden

ces of th
e cloth

in
g pattern. If such a pattern is 
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F
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. 35: The body of a w
om

an w
ho disappeared w

as found several w
eeks 

later in a canyon. T
he soft tissues w

ere entirely gone and all that rem
ained 

w
as the skeleton and som

e clothing. A
 hole w

as n
oticed

 in
 th

e b
rassiere 

(greatly m
agnified). 
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O
n arrival at the scene, the investigating officer m

ay be con-

fu
sed

 as to w
h

at w
as th

e m
ech

an
ism

 cau
sin

g d
eath

. If it seem
s 

lik
ely th

at gu
n

sh
ot w

ou
n

d
s w

ere 
th

e
 cause, h

e sh
ou

ld
 try to 

determ
ine four things: 


