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w

hich had a broad patch, w
hich apparently had been inserted on the 

rifle an
d

 cu
t to len

gth
."

 T
h

e slin
g w

as n
ot a stan

d
ard

 rifle slin
g, 

b
u

t ap
p

eared
 to b

e a m
u

sical in
stru

m
en

t strap
 or a slin

g from
 a 

carrying case or cam
era bag."

 
A

 b
asic p

u
rp

ose of a rifle slin
g is to 

en
ab

le th
e riflem

an
 to stead

y h
is grip

 b
y w

rap
p

in
g th

e. arm
 in

to th
e 

slin
g in

 a p
rescrib

ed
 m

an
n

er. T
h

e slin
g
 
	on

 th
e rifle w

as too sh
ort 

to use in the norm
al w

ay, but m
ight have served to provide som

e addi-
tional steadiness." 

T
h

e rifle w
as id

en
tified

 as a 6.5-m
illim

eter M
an

n
lich

er-C
arcan

o 
Italian

 m
ilitary rifle, M

od
el 91/38."

 T
h

is id
en

tification
 w

as in
itially 

m
ad

e b
y com

p
arin

g th
e rifle w

ith
 stan

d
ard

 referen
ce w

ork
s an

d
 b

y 
th

e m
ark

in
gs in

scrib
ed

 on
 th

e rifle."
 T

h
e calib

er w
as in

d
ep

en
d

en
tly 

determ
ined by cham

bering a M
ann]icher-C

arcano 6.5 m
illim

eter car-
trid

ge in
 th

e rifle for lit, an
d

 b
y m

ak
in

g a su
lfu

r cast of th
e in

sid
e of 

th
e rifle's b

arrel w
h

ich
 w

as m
easu

red
 w

ith
 a m

icrom
eter."

 (T
h

e 
caliber of a w

eapon is the diam
eter of the interior of the barrel, m

eas-
ured b

etw
een

 op
p

osite lan
d

s. T
h

e calib
er of A

m
erican

 w
eap

on
s is 

exp
ressed

 in
 in

ch
es; th

u
s a .30-calib

er w
eap

on
 h

as a b
arrel w

h
ich

 is 
th

irty on
e-h

u
n

d
red

th
s or th

ree-ten
th

s of an
 in

ch
 in

 d
iam

eter. T
h

e 
caliber of continental E

uropean w
eapons is m

easured in m
illim

eters. 
A

 6.5-m
illim

eter calib
er w

eap
on

 corresp
on

d
s to an

 A
m

erican
 .257-

caliber w
eapon, that. is, its barrel diam

eter is about one-fourth inch.) 'a 
T

h
e id

en
tification

 w
as later con

firm
ed

 b
y a com

m
u

n
ication

 from
 

8IF
A

R
, th

e Italian
 A

rm
ed

 F
orces In

telligen
ce S

ervice. T
h

is com
-

m
unication also explained the m

arkings on the rifle, as follow
s: "C

A
L

. 
6.5" refers to the rifle's caliber; "M

A
D

E
 IT

A
L

Y
" refers to its origin, 

an
d

 w
as in

scrib
ed

 at th
e req

u
est of th

e A
m

erican
 im

p
orter p

rior to 
sh

ip
m

en
t.; "

T
E

R
M

"
 m

ean
s th

at th
e rifle w

as m
an

u
factu

red
 an

d
 

tested by the T
ern i A

rm
y P

lant of T
erni, Italy; the num

ber "C
2766" is 

the serial num
ber of the rifle, and the rifle in question is the only one 

of its type bearing that serial num
ber; the num

erals "1940" and "40" 
refer to the year of m

anufacture; and the other figures, num
bers, and 

letters are p
rin

cip
ally in

sp
ector's, d

esign
er's, or m

an
u

factu
rer's 

m
arks." 
T

h
e M

od
el 91/38 rifle w

as on
e of th

e 1891 series of Italian
 m

ilitary 
rifles, incorporating features designed by R

itter von M
annlicher and 

M
. C

arcan
o. T

h
e series origin

ally con
sisted

 of 6.5-m
illim

eter calib
er 

rifles, but M
odel 38 of the series, designed shortly before W

orld W
ar 

II, w
as a 7.35-m

illim
eter calib

er. E
arly in

 W
orld

 W
ar II, how

ever, 
th

e Italian
 G

overn
m

en
t., w

h
ich

 en
cou

n
tered

 an
 am

m
u

n
ition

 su
p

p
ly 

problem
, began producing m

any of these rifles as 6.5-m
illim

eter caliber 
rifles, know

n as the 6.5-m
illim

eter M
odel 91/38." T

he 91/38 has been 
im

p
orted

 in
to th

is cou
n

try as su
rp

lu
s m

ilitary eq
u

ip
m

en
t, h

as b
een

 
ad

vertised
 q

u
ite w

id
ely, an

d
 is n

ow
 fairly com

m
on

 in
 th

is cou
n

try."
 

L
ike m

ost bolt-action m
ilitary rifles, the 91/38 is operated by turn-

ing up the bolt. handle, draw
ing the bolt. to the rear, pushing the bolt 

forw
ard

, tu
rn

in
g d

ow
n

 th
e b

olt h
an

d
le, an

d
 p

u
llin

g th
e trigger. 

B
rin

gin
g th

e b
olt forw

ard
 an

d
 tu

rn
in

g d
ow

n
 th

e b
olt. h

an
d

le com
-

presses the spring w
hich drives the firing pin, and locks the bolt into  

place. W
hen the trigger is pulled, the cooled spring urrres w

ise 
II ran

g 

p
in

 forw
ard

 an
d

 th
e cartrid

ge is fired
. Ile face of th

e h
olt h

ears a 
lip

, called
 th

e extractor, arou
n

d
 a p

ortion
 of its eircum

ferenee. 
A

n 

th
e b

olt is p
u

sh
ed

 forw
ard

, th
is lip

 grasp
s th

e rim
 of th

e cartrid
ge. 

is th
e b

olt is p
u

lled
 b

ack
, th

e extractor b
rin

gs th
e em

p
ty cartrid

ge 
ass w

ith it, and as the .cartridge case is being brought back, it strikes 
projection in the ejection port called the ejector, w

hich throw
s it out 

of th
e rifle. M

ean
w

h
ile, a leaf sp

rin
g b

en
eath

 th
e clip

 h
as raised

 th
e 

n
ext cartrid

ge in
to load

in
g p

osition
. W

h
en

 th
e b

olt is b
rou

gh
t for-

w
ard

, it p
u

sh
es th

e fresh
 cartrid

ge. in
to th

e ch
am

b
er. T

h
e trigger 

is pulled, the cartridge is fired, the bolt handle is brought up, the bolt 
is b

rou
gh

t b
ack

, an
d

 th
e en

tire cycle starts again
. A

s lon
g as th

ere 
is am

m
u

n
ition

 in
 th

e clip
, on

e n
eed

 on
ly w

ork
 th

e b
olt an

d
 p

u
ll th

e 
trigger to fire the rifle." 

T
h

e clip
 itself is in

serted
 in

to th
e rifle b

y d
raw

in
g b

ack
 th

e b
olt, 

an
d

 p
u

sh
in

g th
e clip

 in
 from

 th
e top

. T
h

e clip
 h

old
s on

e to six car-
trid

ges."
 If six cartrid

ges are in
serted

 in
to th

e clip
 an

d
 an

 ad
d

i-
tional cartridge is inserted into the cham

ber. lip t o seven bullets can 
b

e fired
 b

efore reload
in

g."
 W

h
en

 th
e rifle w

as fou
n

d
 in

 th
e T

exas 
School B

ook D
epository B

uilding it contained a clip" w
hich bore the 

letters "SM
I" (the m

anufacturer's m
arkings) and the num

ber "952" 
(possibly a part num

ber or the m
anufacturer's code num

ber)
"

 
T

h
e 

rifts probably w
as sold w

ithout a. clip; how
ever, the clip is com

m
only 

available." 

R
ifle C

artrid
ge an

d
 C

artrid
ge C

ases 

W
hen the rifle w

as found, one cartridge w
as in the cham

ber." T
he 

cartridge w
as a 6.5-m

illim
eter M

annlicher-C
arcano cartridge, m

anu-
factu

red
 b

y th
e W

estern
 C

artrid
ge C

o., at E
ast. A

lton
, Ill. T

h
is typ

e 
of cartrid

ge is load
ed

 w
ith

 a fu
ll . m

etal-jack
eted

. m
ilitary typ

e of 
b

u
llet, w

eigh
in

g 160-161 grain
s. T

h
e b

u
llet h

as p
arallel sid

es an
d

 a 
rou

n
d

 n
ose. It is ju

st u
n

d
er 1.2 in

ch
es lon

g. an
d

 ju
st over on

e-fou
rth

 
in

ch
 in

 d
iam

eter? Its velocity is ap
p

roxim
ately 2,165 feet p

er sec-
ond." T

he cartridge is very dependable; in tests runs by the F
B

I and 
th

e In
fan

try W
eap

on
s E

valu
ation

 B
ran

ch
 of th

e 1
7 .S

. A
rm

y. th
e 

C
2766 rifle w

as fired w
ith this W

estern C
art ridge C

o. am
niunitiott over 

100 tim
es, w

ith
 n

o m
isfires. (In

 con
trast, som

e of th
e oth

er am
m

u
n

i-
tion

 availab
le on

 th
e m

ark
et for th

is rifle is u
n

d
esirab

le or of very 
p

oor q
u

ality)."
 T

h
e cartrid

ge is read
ily availab

le for p
u

rch
ase from

 
m

ail-ord
er h

ou
ses, as w

ell as a few
 gu

n
sh

op
s; som

e 2 m
illion

 rou
n

d
s 

have been placed on sale in the U
nited States." 

T
h

e p
resen

ce of th
e cartrid

ge in
 th

e ch
am

b
er d

id
 n

ot n
ecessarily 

m
ean that the assassin considered firing another bullet. since. he m

ay 
have reloaded m

erely by reflex." 
A

p
art from

 th
e cartrid

ge in
 th

e rifle, th
ree exp

en
d

ed
 cartrid

ge 
cases w

ere fou
n

d
 in

 th
e sou

th
east p

ortion
 of th

e sixth
 floor of th

e 
T

exas S
ch

ool B
ook

 D
ep

ository B
u

ild
in

g, lyin
g b

etw
een

 th
e sou

th
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