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On the inorninr, of March 	1961, SA ClirLiandl Cutininc,hain of the 
Laboratory personally delivered to the President's Commission 12 items 
of evidence in accordance with the request. contained in .1`ei.r. Rankin's 
letter of March 4, 1064. In response to requests of Cornmis..;ion staff members 
Oswald's rifle was dismantled and then .1•(':L:.i.“.•1111.)11'd in Weir pretionce. At 
lhat time Chief J 	Earl Warren inwilrel whether Mr. CunninFliain 
could reassemble aiv,•ald';; rifle beloru the tAnotni:ionin, wilily, only a dime 
as a low, in order lo make this possibility a inallor of record for the 
CQ.111111i SS ion. lt is noted that we have pr PViOLISIy advised the Commiss.ion by 
letter that the rifle could be ahisembled with a sera., driver, a dime ur 
similar item. 	, 

Follov,, ing coordination through your office ‘1,61.11 Mr. Delmont, 
Mr. Cunningham was 	in before Mr. Warren and briefly testified to.ihe) 
ease with which this vicapL'.0 may be dismanfled and rea:isembled as welldiis/ 
to:,the typo. of insti. umeol needed for its re.a...,;sonility. Mr. Cunningham pen 
reassembled the C 14 rifle before the CL,IllkilitiS101) using a dime as. a 
screw driver. 

Also during the time the above material v.'as beini?, delivered, Mr. Warrren 
observed a February 21, 10LP, copy Of Lite Magar.i.ne  itiid this copy of Life 	• . 
Magazine had a cover phologi-Ipli of Lee llaxvey Oswald holding a rifle, He 
pOinted out the photograph io Special Agents Charles L. Killion and Cortlandt 
c unnitn,ham and adyisea that somPone revre:ir:r.Ling the interests of Oswald ' 
had staled that the rifle in We phohic,raph does nol. appear to be identical to tho 
assassination rifle. Tliis p:..rson clailllUd tha.t Lime top of th:.! slack. of the rifle 

v-in!the photo( r; 	appears straight il.:;', full lendh, wlierea5 the stock of .the 
.--as.sassination rifle is curved in the area of the C011141. Mr. "Narren commented 
cc th4t the area of thi,stock in the photograph in Life Magaz.wo is somewhat 
Lc ladoimod and indistinct. 	, „ 	. ,, /7 /0 4..e.;;;;  .f.2..' 
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For your information, the picture on the February 21, MI, iss4 of 
Life !Magazine is the same photograph as our exhibit 0-20 except for relluchin 
that has been added to enhance the detail for publicotion. Such retouching of 
photographs is a common practice in pliuteeni;raving to intensify highlight areas 
and separate shadow details. There has heen a highlight retouched along the 
stock of the rifle in the Lif c Magazine reproduction of the D-20 picture. This 

retouched highlight does not follow the actual contour of the stock of the rifle. 
There is also evidence of retouching in other areas of the picture on the rifle  , 
and around the head and shoulders of Oswald; 

.Delivery of the items of evidence to the Commission on March 11, 
has been confirmed by appropriate letter to the Commission. It is further 
noted for record purposes that Mr. f! brought back with him from 
the Commission evidence'  items C-14, C-10, and C-10a, which were returned 
by the Commission. 

ItECO,MMErRATION: 

In anticipation of a request-  frohl the President's Commission and in 
connection with the field's current effort to ascertain the source of the picture 
appearing in the afore-mentiuneci copy of Life Magazine, it is recommended that 
the field be instructed to determine whether the photograph was retouched by . 

-Life Magazine or retouched before Life Magazine obtained it. 
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ADpENTJUM UDR:bhg 	 a/i3/G4 

on the 2/21/61 is:,:ne of "Life" mr.vtzine which shows Oswald 1 
In connection with the cover photograph appearing ;  

carrying rifle and wearing a pistol, the following is pointed' 
.out: 

This Eureau has never Inferred or advised the 
Commission that the rifle Oswald is shown holding, is the 

. same as the rifle used in the asL.assination of President 
Kennedy. This may logically he inferred; however, we have 
never in fact stated this since it is not possible through 
examination of the photograph to locate sufficient; char- 

'. acLerlstics Lo Yltaie it is ono and Ow !;a mu rifle. Our inves-
tigation to date ha:=, also Xatled to disclorio information 
wherein O:wald's wife or close wlsociates can state this Is 

,• din fact the same rifle. Therefore, determining whether 
"Life" ha:; retouched the photograph appearing on the cover 
of the above issui,! does not appeo” pertinent to our investi-
gation. The President's Commission, as noted above, has 
been furnished a copy of this phraograph and in the ahsence 
of a specific reque:A it is not felt any further action 
should be taken in this matter. 

As you are aware, based on a President's Commission 
request, we have been endeavoring to establish the source of 
these photographs which have received fairly wide publication 
since the publication of the above issue of "Life." Our 
investigation in this particular matter discloses that 'numerous 
copies of this photograph were available in the Dallas Police 
Department and that no system of control was established. 
It is known that many of these photographs are missing. This 
information has been furnished to the, President's Commission. . 
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