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PUTNAM-VILLE, IND., APRIL 3 (A2)- A RIFLE OF THE SAME MODEL AS 

THE ONE NAMED AS THE GUN USED IN .- HE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN 

F. KENNEDY 'AA:3 FOUND IN A TERRE HAUTE, IND., HOTEL THREE DAYS AFTER 

THE PRESIDENT'S SLAYING, TERRE HAUTE'S FORMER POLICE CHIEF SAID TODAY. 

FRANK RIDDLES THE RETIRED CHIEF, SAID THE RIFLE, a 6.5 MILLI-

METER ITALIAN U_ANNLICHSR-CARCANO, WAS TRACED TO A SALESMAN FROM SAN 

ANTONIO, T.X. 

RIDDLE, WHO RETIRED FEB. 15 AFTER 16 YEARS AS TERRE HAUTE POLICE 

CHIEF, N0' IS IN CHARGE OF CUSTODY T THE INDIANA STATE FARM IN 

PUTNAMVILLE. 

H SAID ILL HIE INFORMATION ABOUT THE al= VAS TURNED OVER TO 

THE '.;AAREN 004MIOSION AND THE RIFLE qiiS TAKEN BY SEC ST SERVICE MXIC 

AGANTS. 

THE WARREN COMJISSION NAMED LEE HARVEY 03/ALD A- THE SLAYER OFIL 

KENNEDY IN DALLAS, TEX., NOV. 22, 1963. 

RIDDLE SAID SAN ANTONIO AUTHORITIES INFORMED HIM TIP SALESMAN 

HAD ND YX1" CRIUINAL RECOKD, WAS A MEADER OF THE YOUNG COMLUNIST 

LEAGUE AND AN EKBERT RIFLE MARKSMAN. HE DECLINED TO NAME THE SALES-

MAN. 

RIDDLE eAID IHL sALESEAN REGISTEED LT THE TERRE HAUTE HOUSE 

NOV. 25, 1963 AND, ACCORDING TO THE DESK CLERK, WAS CARRYING A  "LONG 

EAWKliGE." SHORTLY AFTER NOON ON NOV. 26, xakx HE CHECKED OUT WITHOUT 

'LHE PACKAGE, THE FOnER CHIEF RELAT,D. 

THE RIFLE, FOUND BY A MAIDS BORE NO FINGERMINTSS RIDDLE SAID. 

TWO TATEPrIONE CALLS FROM THE SALEsBAN'S ROOM NOV. 25 "IEPE TO A TERRE. 

HAUTE GUN SHOP AND TO A STORE THAT SOLD RIME AMMUNITION, RIDDLE 

SAID. 

HE SAID /NVESTOM LEARNED THE SALESMAN WAS TOLD THE WEAPON 

WOULD SELL roa 45. RIDDLE SAID Uili; SALESMAN LAT BOUGHT A BUS 

TICKET TO ST. LOUIS. 
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RIDDLE WAS QUESTION:fD BY A NEWSMAN ABOUT THE INCIDENT EWAN 

FOLLn9ING INVESTIGATIONS BY JIM GARRISON, NEW ORLEANS DISTRIaT 

ATTORNEY, INTO THE ASSASSINATION. 

RIDDLE SAID H HAD aEcluvsy NO WRD F?OM GARRISON AND X 

ADDED, "I THINK GARRISON MAY HAVE SOUETHING, BUT I DON'T RUNIC 

PLAN TO CONTACT HILI WITH THE INFO&LtATION I HAVE." 
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PUTNAMVILLE, IND., APRIL 3 (A2)--A RIFLE A TEXAS SALESMAN LEFT Mg 

A TERRI HAUTE HOTEL THREE DAYS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF JOHN F. 

KENNEDY WAS OF THE SAME MODEL AS THAT NAMED IN THE PRESIDENT'S 

SLAYING, A FO;14EJA POLICEMAN REVEALED TODAY. 

FRANK RIDDLE, FORMER TERRE HAUTE POLICE CHIEF, SAID THE RIFLE, A 

6.5 MILLIMETER ITALIAN MANNLICHER■CARCANO, WAS FOUND IN THE ROOM 

OCCUPIED BY A SALESMAN FROM SAN ANTONIO. 

THE 1EAPON WAS TURNED OVER TO THE SECRET SERVICE WITH DETAILS OF 

THE INVESTIGATION, SAID RIDDLE, NOW IN CHARGE OF CUSTODY AT THE 

STATE FARM NEAR HERE. 

RIDDLE SAID SAN ANTONIO AUTHORITIES REPORTED THE SALESMAN HAD NO 

CRIMINAL RECORD, WAS A MEMBER OF THE YOUNG COMUNIST LEAGUE AND AN 

EXPERT IFLE MARK:-/IAN. RIDDLE DECLINED TO NAME THE SALESI4AN. 

THE WARREN COMMIS3ION NAMED LEE HARVEY 03 1ALD AS KEMNSDY'S 

ASSA3bIN AND SAID HE ACTED ALONE. 

THE CU PENT INVESTIGATION BY NEW ORLEANS DIST. ATTY. JI2 

GAPRIZ'ON PROMPT:1D A NWSUAN TO QUESTION aimmc. 

RIDDLE SAID THE SALEIIMAN REGISTERED AT THE THREE HAUTE HOUSE 

NOV. 25, 1963, AND WAS CARRYIN A "LONG PACKAGE," ACCORDING TO THE 

DESK CUM. HE MXXWCCLUURS MADE TWO TEL PHONE CALLS. ONE 1AS TO A 

GUN SLIM" )HERE THE SALESMAN WAS TOLD THE A121,... 10ULD SELL FOB 45, 

RIDDLE SAID. THE OTHER CALL ',l,\S TO A STORE "THAT SOLD RIFLE AMMU-

NITION. 

THE MAN CHECKED OUT NOV. 26, RIDDLE SAID, AND BOUGHT A BUS 

TICKET TO ST. LOUIS. 

A MAID FOUND THE RIFLE, WAICH RIDDLE SAID CONTAINED NO FINGER-. 

PRINTS. 

RIDDLE SAID HE HAS HAD JO KAIRAKILUAX CONI-CT ItI1H GARRISON OR 

HIS STAFF. "I THINK GA RRISON 14Y HAVE • OMETHING," HE SAID, "BUT I 



DON'T YUAN TO CONTACT HIM WITH THE INFORMATION I HAE." 
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