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The meeting of members of the staff of the President's

™
Commission met at 10:00 a.m., at 200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast,

Washington, D. C.

PRESENT :

John J. MeCloy, hlember

Allen 17, Dulles, Member

J. Lee Raunkin, General Counsel

Norman Redlich, Special Assistant to General Counsel

WJesley J. Liebeler, Commission Staff

Albert E. Jenner, Jr., Associate Counsel

7. David Slawson, Staff Counsel

Noward Uillens, Staff liember
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Mr. Dulles. What is that? ' Is that a paper you have
written?
Mz, Liebeler, Yes, Mz, Dulles, I have a draft here,

Me, Dulles. I think 1 »ead that, on the motiive?

‘Mr, Liebeler., Yes. X have a sliphtly different cne now

after conversotions between Mp. Redlich and myself, which are

continuing at %he moment.

Mz, Dulles. I have got a copy of that. Is that Chapter 5

or whatever they call 1g?

Mp, Liebeler. Chapter 6. Seven is changed too,

Mr, Dulles. I can'i catch up.

1972

Mg, Redlich. This latest draft has not been distributed

vet,

ited
17 JuL

(Discussion off the record.)

My, Liebeler. Ve have been diécussing whether or not
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there is a medically valid similarity between patients who have

Z!___-_-_Date__

threatened the Pre81denu, peOple who have threatened the

n3

President and somebody like Oswald who actually did, and Rpri

Rothstein suggested it was a difference in degree, and not in

kind.

Dr, Rothstein. This is why I was willing to go out on

a limb calling i% the presidential assassination syndrome rather
than limiting 1t %o saying it was just threateners.
I think that there is some value in -- well, let's say I

don't know for sure whether this can be a hundred per cent .
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ubutantlated e JIode Peal buai they awve simllar, and
shrg 20rbeinly sogfe chonpvuiions nve poirng to te nogessary.

Ly, Ro Could I ask $his question. Would you feel
this |

poiseon pen katiers o pireipals of schools, chairmen:
LlO ey RO

ignlone, wayonu, govewnors, chiel of polige,

probation officers are also relevang?

Dy, Rothstein. Well, again you have the question of ' :

where Lo draw the line,

Dy, Rome. ZIExaciuly.

Dr., Rothstein. I fels that the ilne could well be drawn

here at the peint of it being directed toward the Fresident.

Now I think you could compare things. For lnstance, I

g%g thought of two separate things thai this set of patlents |

@ _| o .

55% examined could be compared to. One iz %o other people who write
o |

ot

e to the President, This would cover the continuum of how much

S g

@ *é{ host11ity.

o ) 1 .
% 4 In other words, somebody who writes, which is not a threat,
o |

m |

'E d still somebody who 18 dilirecting it to the Presldent, the

i o

55{3 difference teing the threat, but the other set of people thils

Z &

/M

could be compared with is people who threaten others than the
President.

Here you get two groups of people who have both threatened,
but in one case it was %o the President and in one it was not

to the President, and I think they sort of triangulate 1n,

Dr, Rome. How about vitriolic letters?
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Dy, Reshoisin, T thinie Lne uhﬁiv sroup o people who are
not the Frosident tho have Lecn fhreatened i1s ono EUOVp of
people you eould conpare %o ihe

t- - h & = 1)
Lhe GRS

b3 VTG

pecrle who have threatened
Dy, Cameron.

Vou have suggesfted that your title may be
open Ho guestion.

A more accurate one might be "A Svudy Of
So Many Men Who Have

not I

Threatened The President", and -then you are
Smplylng

something beyond the grovp you have studied.
Dr. Rothat

ein, Right, but I wanted %o imply someShing.
Dy, Cameron,

1 know, but you yourself recognlze the
problem with this.

I am veminded of a suudy I believe durlng
World War 11, wasn't 1%,

by Doug Bond, Howard, to study the
group of aiymen who had to be grounded

nor so-called flying
fatigue, and he found a

n enormous number of-psychological,
psychopathological determinants, broken homes, bed wetting,
nzll bitirg, and things of this kind.

Then someone suggested to kim that it.miéht be usefdl to
examine a group of pilots Qﬂ; ﬁeré still‘fljing, and he did,
and he found exactly thensame-numbe .

r of broken homes, and so
forth.

The main difference between the two groups was that the
men who were 8till flying were hlghly motivated to f£ly. They
1oved %o fly, and the fellows wh

o were grounded didn't
particularly en

joy it. They didn't find out why the men liked
to f£ly.

The peint I am making 1s we do have some recognizable
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she Teomicoien pocohably has o look 2l what is 1lts vaclk.

T thiuck its taok being prébably and I am gressing, to
weigh cvoerything 1% can and deelde whether or not he did i%,
aid Lf possible to cay something about alllances 1T any,

or their absences and possible motive.

I azatt shin the public, T ¢

)
t O
=

s a reader am not particularly
intercsted in the Commission’s opinion as %o the relation of

this partlgular act to all the other people in the world.

What
T am interested in as a cltizen, and 1 am very eager to see what

the Commissilon is pgoing to say, is did thls guy in their oplnion
really do it.

ot There hasnlt been enough in the paper now %o satisfy me ihat
T
=4 p .
s
&5% he 4id. Dut when you come out with your report, you may satiufy
3o
ggéfi me on that point., And if you deecide he did, and you tell me
2 ;
=1
Eﬁg % that there were no entangling alliances, then as a psychlatrist
<9 A ; ‘ .
A \
Re the first thing I will look for, well, then on what basis.
e .
%b:\ And I think you have to say a little something about the
2414 basis.
1
Z&

That is the end of the report then I think,

My, Dulles. .I am in agreement.

Dr, Rom&, "It is accepted on the basis of the authority
that renders it. Since it 1s just a value judgment by virtue
of the authority of the Commission and thelr opinion and the..

docunentation that they substantiate their contention with,

and the esteem in which'they are held, you accept 1t or you don't,

LA
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Dr, Rotussein, Could we clavify this other? I asked wheuherﬁ-
yvou hefore nad thought thab the'queétion of the suicidal
equivalent should be included since it 1s a psychiatric
implication, and something whizh 15 readily apparenu.

Mp». Redlich. That is in the Walker shootiing?

Dr. Rothstein. No, irn the assassination.

Dy. Cameron. That is spéculation.

Dr. Rothstein. Now this is something that should be
ineluded or shouldn’t be,

Dr. Camevon. That is a speculation. and whether he wanted

i to get killed or not is beside the point as to whether or not

% he was capable of zarrying out this act, Therefore if I were
2.4 on the Commission I would find it unnecessary to deal with that
gj issue,

§ é Dr._ﬁomei So would I.

E Mr. Rediich. I agree.

3 '

%§ Dr. Rome. I think thia kind of thing can appear in
:‘:oproceedings of the American Psvcopathologj.cal Asaociation, ‘a

Harvard Law Reviaw article some day or whatever, but I don't
think it is releVant insofar as the COmmiasion 15 concerned.
Dr, Cameron. I think you ought to publish your suurf
_As a professional person 1 might quarrel wjth you about your
title. You ought to publish it, and there is a place for that,.
Dr. Rothatein, Yes, Of course I can afford %0 g0 out on .

a 1imb more than the President's Commission on the Assassination

o e
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fle, devlicn, I feel so nirongly akous tbis, and I hope

I Boventt of! ended anvone by

¥ the gtrenzth of my ccimients, I
feel ve suronily sbout 1t begauvse in s> many other areas of
this report e ¢

v oare doaling with Zundamentoal factual maserial
on whilch we can state certaln things and tack it up with a
Tremendeus cmount of evidenee thas X would hate to have us
impalr the real sireongth and solidity of thal portion of the
repord by having a seetion whish deals with hypotheses which
may twmn out to be correct, but which ire at best hypotheses

which ¢ould %then get us involved In the type of professional

cross fire which I think professional uneople would have the
- é% . right to do, | |
§ i;' Mr, Dulles. Are motives hypotheses? Are they synomymous
g
%‘:‘;ﬁ in your mind? .

|
° % Mr. Redlich. I think $that when you suggest, for example,
» A ) .
o /A that one of the things that might -- and I will even qualify

]
o | )
Ezﬂ it that way -- that one of the things that might have been a
‘24§3 factor with him 1s a possible sulcidal tendency, then I

v :
&R

think you are getting into the realm of conjecture which at

least in my opinlion would not be necessary.

3 think_it is
sufficient --

My, Dulles, Can you put that another way? I don't want
to interrupt, but if you go back into the history of assassina-

tions, a man, in most of these assassinations the man who does
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the ascapsinntien Yiows 4ha% that ig 1%, he hus had 1% just

an mueh oo il he jumped off a elilf.

The £01low that shot MeKinley, he had 20 tolicemen within

ten feet and e knew thoy weve going to te {there.

. Mr, Redlich. e, Dulles, I think it migh% ke very fruitful

o have a seztion in this rerort whizh would describe as a
natiter of consideratle interesat the patitern which we feel has

beer found in pact asgassing,

I think, however, that in describing this assassination,

what we should do 1s set forth what Les Harvey Oswald diq,

and if in fact there is a cattern here which shows that he

was 80 laying out the thing that he had Sc be caught, or if

there 1s a pattern in 5he Walker shoot.ng which shows, as I

happen-to think there 1is, Shat he wuas Just leaving all the

proof behind him, then I think you can state Shat he left the

pictures in his home of the Walker house, that he had the

LIOLASSIFIED
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picture _of himself holding the rifle thag he took just before,
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and I don’t_think you have to say that this was somehow, that
he had within him the subconscious desire %0 be caught , and
that 1t somehow represented a suicidal impulse,

Mr. Liebeler., You have gone too far.

Dr. Rothstein. You might say he had an argument with his

vwile the night before and gilve the testimony, but not say this

1s related,

Mr. Redlich. That is right.
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Dy, Rove, 1% is so explicii you don't nzed to rely on
metvaphor.

Pr. Caweron, &f you want %o bring out this suicide thing;
but in quibe different and I vould think more acceptable terms,
you would say it 1s notable in this casc as in the case of
pravious assassins, thai they seem to have little regard for thel
own safety.

Mr, Redlich. Right. I agree with %hat,

Mr, Pullea, That is very well stated.

IMp. Licbeler. I want to point out to Mr. Redlich, however,

and note I am now calling him Mr. Redlich, Professor Redlich,

: "q-,"*i: that you set forth in other sectlons of the report evidence

§;§ indicating %hat Oswald shof Officer Tippit, but you don't just
Egﬁg leave 1% fthare, |
g:§ § You then talk about the probative value of the fact that
%'g E he shot Officer Tippit on the question of whether or not he

gfﬁ assassinated President Kennedy, do you not?

- :

34?3 Mr, Redlich, Oh yes,

&R

Mp. Liebeler. You engage in a hypothesis, do you notf.
You relate one fact to the other and argue about these
relationships as indications of the fact that he digd
assassinate the President.

Now we know certain things for facts in the area of motive
too, and you want to set forth the facts. All I want to do 15

relate them,
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I think Lhexe & cervaln slonilarivies as between the
attihndes that broug

i hin to defeaxt, for

[

oxanple. I think there
Join sne Maplru

are certain sinllaritics botveen the atvitwie that brought him to
Tarlne Corps and the attitude that led to his defezction,

I thinlt they are velated, and uhen we read the bLranseript we

will cee gersain patterns tha$ hald to do with his motivation,

his attempt o go %o Cuba.

Mr, Redizen, Would you care to s4sate what in your opinion
they are and how you would 1like to expr%?ss ig?
My, Liebeler, No, I wouldn!t at the moment.

Dr. Rothsiein. You talk about having the concrete body

of fact %hough, Now in the other sections, as I am sure you
%% merntioned that the FBI report was reviewed and so Vforth -
%i Mz, Redlich, We have gore way beycnd that., Let me Just
%3'1 say that we have ga’che.red all this evidence. .
p-
%g% Dr, Rethstein, My own oplnion is again it would be
g:ﬁg relevant to say that psychiatrists were consulted who have
“;;ﬁo special knowledge in motivation.
27
& &

Mr, Redlich, We might state that somewhere in a foreword to

our report we have consulted a great many experts. We have
consulted ballistics experts. We have consulted a great many

people.

If in fact we take advantage of you gentlemen :L“n terms of

your opinion as to the selection of the material from Oswald?ls

life, which is included in a sec{ion on motive, I would certvainly
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think that it would be Jegirabhle o0 GO

d=
statse.

1 go for the kind of approach Dr, Rome and Dr, Cameron have
been talking aboub.

Dr. Rothstein.

T ¢hink the other Gwo doctors feel that 10

shouldn?!t even be mentioned that there was any psychiatric
consideration. Maybe I am overenghused with psychiatry in getting

it into things, buts I feel that it is a T

relevant thing Lo say.

Ms. Dulles. I think we ought To sbate we consulted

psychlatrists somewhere, don't you think so?

My, Redlich. Of course.

My, Dulles, If we hadn't done that we would have missed

an important area of the study.

Dr. Cameron. But that the repors not be couched in anything

that couid be interpreted as psychiatric terms, because this

will impailr its abillty to communicate to the people you want fo
communicate.

It might be nlce for Howard or for me or somebody else.

Mr. Dulles. I agree with you wnolely}'

Dy, Cameron, But it impairs 1%s communicable values.

Dr. Rothstein. To substantiate that I looked over some of

the papers and T was really impressed about how unuseful some

of them wefe with the anthropological measuremenis of the head.

and so forth and a lot of these things which nowadays we wouldn't

even pay any attention to, and 1 am sure if we got into a lot

of the jargon 25 years from now 1t might not mean anything
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sithar, I& wipght not even now mean anything,
Ny, Covoren, wTou see the public doesn't care what Howard
or vou on L %think abeout this. Vhat they care about is what does

-~

the Comxmiscion thirlk, and if the Ceonmission simp’y psays that
14 had cppertunity to discuss these issues with a farietylof
people, ballistie experts and so on, then this simply says
t{o 4he public, "The Commisslon in‘whom we have confidence has
talken agcountu of most of the points of Qiew that we havé."
My, Dulles. I think that well summarizes,
Mpr, Lieheler. The only trouble I have with that is that
it almost arpres we ghouldn't even set forth the facts of hils

life. Why not say well, the Commission thinks he did 1t for

é%; good and sufficient reasons unto himself, aﬁd that 1is good
i?i% enough? Why should we put anything in theée? .
Egéij Dr, Rome. Only because it takes a certain amount of maﬁeriﬁl
i
%gg to accomplish psychological closure, and that 1s all you are
E%E % doing it for. As you pointed out earlier, wﬁo is going to
g%g read it? . u | |
§<TC) Mr, Liebeler. Who 1s going to read this? I hope somebody
& & '

will, = . ' >
Dr, Rome, But the point is wasn!t 1% mentioned earlier

that mayte a couple of reporters will read some,
My, Dulles. ©h no, no, we are talking about the whole

file, We are not talkimg about the report itself. We are

talking about five or six hundred pages in the report 1tself.

STV IRAR AR L
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Mp, Liekeler, Very few aro goinp e waad the whic e file,

but we are going to take certaln facts, I have a group of papers
in here entit.ed "Fossible Personal Mosives" and this is going %o
be a chapter In the report Itself. Thiz is going to be |
distribuied presumably jo many people, a preat many of whom will
read 1%,

Hr, Pulles, Eundreds of thousands will read this,

Mz, Redlish. I would thinl that willions will read this.

I think that Jim has rﬁiaed a good questlon in opposition to the
point that we are raising here. |

We have suggested that we put intc this chapter the
impoftant facts, influences, relationstips in Oswaldis life,
gxercise in judgment in terms of importance, accuracy,
:credibility.

The end result will be to paint a factual picture which
would ‘lead people to the coneclusion tﬁat whatever may be the
psychological motivation or the psychiatric theory thatjyou are
using, %this man was capable of perfbrming this act, and have it
be of a nonconspiratbrial nature,

Now that is what I think we should do. Jim has now asked
a question why even do that, If you are shying away from
making a psychilatric analysis, why not also shy away'from
presented the selected facts., Why not Just leave the record as
it is?

Mr, Liebeler, No,
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Mr, Redlizh, X have an ansuer go Gaat.

Mz, Livbeler, I am sufe you do, I have an answer Ho that
strawran tco,

One answer is that 1 haven't supgpested at‘any Ltime that we
put a psyzniatrie analysis in here., I have never supggested
that.

Mpr, Redlich‘ 1 see., Zou have suggested posing these faéts.
I think the dratt can speak for itcelf, Posing these fac£3'1n
terms of psychological explanations,

My, Lieteler, I just think that the fécts can be related
to eagh pther in a way that will be gsignificant and will gilve more
meaning to thewm than just setting them out without getting

ic involved with psychiatric jargon.
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Dire Cavoron, Unpg you fellows Ter o

get Uhin et veitlon: tell um hew clese op how fav anorc you

<2re L URIN the thing Lo do is Lol this trong-

criny of matoriols and L2C a dwalt and thon tall abous iv.

08 o see the tyo
dealtoes I Chin's it would be vesy useul,
e DUllen, I Ghinle Mo, Rankin v ante to Jook it over. I

nave Jjust been telking with him. He vould iilte to lLook over tl.ls
J e

last dealt. HNone of tha Commissiohers have seen if yet I doniy:
think,

Mprs Licheler. Thet is right.

—eee—__Date_ 1.7 JUL170-. .

Mro Dulles. I think he would Liloe to jJust have a look at
£y be

o

canse there is no use your westing your time with that if

By-

the Commission decides it doean ‘% wwant to do anything of this kind.
They haven't discussed this particular polnt. We haven't discuszed
this with then yet.

Mfo Liebeler. I wonder if we shouldn't —-

Mr, Dulles. Among Ourselves,

Upr, Liebeler. =~ have copies of this transcript made and
given to these men to study if they want to; I don't know if you
vlll want to supplement youw written report, Doctor, after this

conversation today.

I am sure you have many more facts noy, and that your
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thinling is prebobiy conaide ooty nore developed tuan 1t wos

yhen yon wroto o ws tho oth2r A “n I den'? lngize et would

~

you ¢o with thiz point? Yorld you just sit ca 1t for a uhile?

Dy, Comorin. I uill ask you £ipsé what you are going to
go with this tweenseript. I lacw Ly 1 peading my own trmscr?pts
tefore that it sounds in mony lnotoncece as vhougn I had never
pgone to school, and AT 3T In going o ever be available for
resding, I wowld lilke tho oppoptunity to edit 1U.

(Discussion off the rocord. )

o, Dulles. Ue ave very indebied o you for having cone.
I have leernsd a pood deal thab will be very helpful to me vhen
the Cecnmission conslders this.

(thepoupon; at 5:50 ofeleck p.m., the Comalesion adjourned. )
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