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subject: Issuance of Passport to Lee H. Oswald  

At the direction of the Acting Secretary, a review of Departmental files 
concerning Lee H. Oswald was made in the Office of the Legal Adviser on Friday, 
november 22 and continuing on to the next morning. Among the files examined was 
the file kept by the :assport Office. 

The Passport file contained the original of a passport application executed 
by Oswald in Mew Orleans on June 24, 1963. The application showed that the 
passport had been issued the following day, June 25, 1963. ance it Appeared 
likely that questions would be raised concerning the rapidity with which aswald 
had been issued his passport despite the considerable file on him, Mr. Abbe 
chzartz, Administrator of SCA, telephoned Mr. Robert Johnson, Chief Counsel of 
the assport Office at approximately 11:30 :=-'M an november 22 and asked him to came 
down to the Department and to explain the Department's procedures for issuing 
passports. 

Er. Johnson arrived in his office at approximately 12:05AM on November 23. 
Mr. Schwartz, Mr. :Mich and Mr. Lowenfeld met Mr. Johnson at his office. 2r. 
Cayes was summoned by telephone as soon as Mr. Johnson arrived. 

!r. Johnson explained that the nornal procedure when a passpot is applied 
for at a field post is for a telex to be sent to aashington giving just the name 
and date of birth of the applicant. The name and date of birth are then checked 
against an IU4 card index file. If the name shows up in the card file, the card 
is run through the 	coder and appropriate action is taken to determine whether 
a passport should be issued. If the card index file does not show an entry for 
the name, a telex is sent back to the field office with instructions to issue the 
passport. 

At approximately 12:25 Mr. Johnson opened the safe in his office containing the 
combinations to the other safes and storage areas in the passport office. le got the 
safe combination for the room in which the card index is kept. He explained that this 
room was nrotected by a combination lock connected to an alarm system and he therefore 
went into an empty room across the hall from ?zoom 1611 to call the guards and advise 
them to disconnect the alarm. At ap7rori.mately 12:25 Mr. Johnson opened the door to 
the room containing the card index file and showed the system to aesers. Cayes, 
Schwartz, 2rlich, and aowenfifilaid. Mr. Johnson first picked up some telexes to show 
how they are received from the domestic passport agencies. Mr. Johnson explained 
that those telexes are normally kept for three months. Therefore, he said, there 
would be no record in the Department of the telex concerning ,.swald. 	'Johnson said 
ho assumed that the telex in the New Orleans office would also have been destroyed 
after ninety days. 

Mr. Johnson them demonstrated the card index file. at appeared that there was 
no card for Oswald. Mr. Johnson explained that the reason for this was that the 
lookout notice which would have been eosted eursuant to Miss Xnight's instruction& on 
March 25, 1960 had been withdrawn, and that subsequent to that tine no around existed 
for denial of a passport to Oswald. 

Mr. Johnson explained that a lookout notice on the grounds of possible membership 
in the communist party would be posted inly on the basis of notification from the FBI, 
and that there had been no such notification in the ■;swald case. 	Schwartz also 
asked Mr. Johnson about the status of the repatriation loan and its effect an the 
issuance of a eassport to Oswald. Mr. Johnsen stated that lookout cards on the basis 
of unpaid loans to the Department were posted only upon notification by the 
Department's Finance affice, and that no such notice had been received. 



Mr. Johnson was then asked by Mr. Schwartz who had had access to the 
Oswald file on November 22 before it was sent up to Mr. Schwartz' office at 
Mr. Mace's request. Mr. Johnson said that the Fiid had been the first to 
look at the file shortly after the assassination. Later, Mr. Gulich of 
Associated - ress and also someone from United tress had called him. Mr. 
Johnson said that he had thereupon called Mr. Manning's office and that Mr. 
Joe Dean (Y 	:"1-1), one of the Lepartment's pressofficers, had answered the 
call. Mr. Johnson said that after checking with Mr. Reap 	- 	he had 
made information fomr the passport file available to the A,- and U_ at about 
5:00 .1: in the company of Mr. Reap. In answer to farther questioning by 
Echwartz, Mr. Johnson said that he has given out information only from the 
passport application; that none of the reporters had examined the file, although 
it was on his desk while they were talking with him; and that he had not 
considered calling or referring to Mr. Schwartz' office when the canes came 
from the reporters. 
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