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The Warren Report
And lts Critics

ARTICLE 1ll: The 'Grassy Knoll' Theory
By MICHAEL 1. BERLIN

F YOU GIVE the Natlonal Archives a bit of notles,
and vou have a good reason, you can 2o down to
theyr Washington profection room and watch the
assassination of Presidont John F, Kenpedy, in color,
on coples of some home movie Aim token by
Zapruder, a Dallas clothing manufacturer,
[ It's a heartstopping sight. Not something you can
shake off easily. But then, the first thing that you'll
reallze about the shot fthat killed Kennedy Is that ot
apparently fimovked him boekivaeds in his seat, and
to his lefr, toward his wile's lap.

(You'll also be able to see that, at one polni, the
ear aceelermes suddenly—but et at the moment
when Kennedy jerks backwards.)

And you'll say to yoursell, "If the shot pushed
Kennedy haclownrds, Los Harvey Oswald couldn't have
fived it. Dswald was behind him. There had to be some-
body Aring from the front , . . “Why didn't the War-
ren Commission notlce this?™

Atlen Specter, the Commisslon staff lawyer re
sponsible for Invesiigating the basm facrs of the
assassination, says:

“I thunk this was gons Into. I do not remember
any testimony or memos written on the head reaction
—awhich doean’t mean there werent any—T Just don’t
ramember, thal's all But you can't lraw absolute con-
nlu.-lfms from reactions . .. a head can Teact in any
way

A_nmhcr Commission source explaing why the head
reaction was |gnorved

“You've por to evaluate It in the context of what
the surgeons found iduring the autopay at Bethesda|
« « o and If there fa anything that is clear xbout the
autopsy It Iz that Kennedy was hit in the head by one
rtlﬂci. and that bullet came in through the back of the

ol .. "

But questions have been ralsed, by virtually all
Commission critles, aboust the valldity of the Betheads
auropsy report. There wers contradictions in testi-
mony s to the location of the President's head wound,
Tha doctors al Parkiand Hospital in Dallas never saw
the amall entrancs wound the autapsy reported at the
back of the head (though they admit they could well
have missed it).

The vepart tun ke proved of wron: a look
at the Xorayvs and photos of"the autopsy. gmhg-e may
alao show whether an earller shot, which woundsd
Kennedy in the throat, could possibly have came from
the tiont. (It 1s conceded by ali that Gov, Connally of
Texas was hit from behind.)

If these Xerays and photos show that all shota
came from the rear, than the strange hesd reaction,

sons had been sean at that apot at the time of the
shooting . . . at lsast nobody has yet sadd thut hoe
saw anyone there,

But several suggestions have been put forward by
crities to 81 this gap.

One s that the tellrale pvidence—parhaps a short
assassin as well—wns hidden in the trunk of 4 parked
cer during the ssarch, then was casually driven away.

Saveral rallroad workers told the Commission they
siw a “pufl of smoke” come from the brush in frant
of the woaden fence at the time the shos were fired—
and various types of rifles do produce 8 pull of smoke.

There ate alda reports that a man who ldentitied
himself as a member of the Secret Service was en-

iy

View of Dealey Plaza, Dallas, showing the Deposi-
tory, the Grassy Knoll, the Tripla Underpass, and the
Keannedy motorcade routs along Elm 54,

countered near the knoll just afier the assassmation
{tha Secret Service sald It had no man posted there);
that an identiffable individual, not guesiloned by any
authorities, was In or near the parking lot at the

as sean on the Nlm, will have ¢ Alsmilssed g
ooty ., 0 be though
I ghols did come from the fronr, an explanstion
for the assassination might have to be sought in what
critic Mark Lane has dubbsd “The Grassy Knoll

Theory.”
* * *

AT FIRST GLANCE, THE BEST ARGUMENT FOR

the Grassy Knoll Theory is that roughly 60 of the 80
assassinaion witnesses who were asked where they
thought the shots came from indicated, with varying
degrens of certalnty, the vicinity of the grassy kmoll

The kmioll s actually an embankment, studded with
Brush that |3 difficult fo see through, which runs from
Elm 8t fon which the Presidentlal motoreads was
traveling) uphill to a woodsn fence. Behind the fance
is a parking lor, and It Is from there, the srazsy knoil
theorists say, that assassing fired over the: fence at
the motorende, 3 . '

The lot behind the ferce was the center.of frantic

activity In the first moments following the assossinu- ¥

time of the shooting (perhaps he was mvolved or

h he saw hing).

Thase reporis come from amataur “sleuths” such
as Mra, Shirley Martin, a Tulsa housewife, who have
bean talking lo Dallas withesses on thewr own and

lcating their to Lane or Edward

Epstein.

A railroad man, Les Bowers, siid he saw “a fash
of lizht, or smoke, or something” near the knoll at
the time of the shooting.

Bowers, who worked near the Tripla Underpass and
was vary famillar with the area, also testified on a
subject that Commission erities chuse 1o Ignore—a
subject that helps explain just why witnesses reported
varying numbers of shots and verying sources for
the gounds,

“Prior to November 22, 1983," the Warren Report
says, "Bowers had noted the aimilarity of the sounds
Tauto backfires and other sharp noises] coming from
the viclalty of the Depository and those from tha
Triple Underpars, which he atiributed to ‘a reverbern-
tion which takes plice from either location.'*

Why didn't the Commission conduct sonic feats

tion, Law offlcers ran towards it, so did railroad work- 1o determine tha echoes of Dealey Plaza? Why didn't
&rs standing en the Triple Underpass (Where the rall it question mors witnesses to determine whether one

tracica pase Over thres ity strests),

What they found was a Iot of footprints, soms
cigaret butts In the mud beside the tightly packed
cara, and what may have been muddy [oviprints pn
the truak of a car parked beside the fsnce,

There wera no sholls; rheva was no rifle; no per-

of them might have seen something on the knoll?
Why didn't it follow up the Grazsy Knoll leads it had?

Obvlously, because the Commission trusted ths
autopsy report, which said President Kennedy's
wounds were inflicted from the rear: IZ the autobsy
reports should prove dubioua, the case thar the in-

vestipation was a thorough one becomes equally un-
cartain

There are many other areas of the investigation
that leave questions unansivered in the public mind:

The Incident invalving the murder of olficer J. D,
Tippit, Including the strange clreumstances of O%-
wald's arrest; the possibility that Oswald worked as a
government agent; the question of whether Jack Ruby
acted zlone In the murder of Oswald; the timing of
Osweld’'s movements; Oswald's involvement in the at-
tempted assassination of Gen, Edwin A. Walker. There
is no room to go into them here.

But If all the bullets came [rom the rear, and i
Kennedy and Connally were hit by the same bullet—
then Ogwald's Manlicher<Carcano riffe did the firing.
And there is Iling eire tial evid that
Gswald is the man who fired It

Still, the questinn remains: did Oswald aet alone—
or did he have accomplices?

This puzzle looms ever larger now thuat the New
Orleans "plat” investigation has been rovealed,

Paychologically, the “loner" idea sounds right, But
we can never be cartain. The Commission says only
that it went as far a8 it couid, and turned up nothing
to pin down a conspiracy.

Alter the assassination, hundreds of people reported
having seen Oswrid in the most mysterious of cireum-
stunces. Given thy impact of the assassination, this is
easy to understand and to discount,

Pumors of a plot by either pro-Castro or antl-Castro
Cubans emanated from New Orleans (whera Oswald
lived In the spring and summer of 1863) immediately
aiter the assassination. They were among the hundreds
checkad out by the FBI for the Warren Commissicn,
and were thought so worthless that they were given
short ghirift in the Warrsn Repart,

*

* *

THE COMMISSION MENTIONED AN INCIDENT

repart in'a New Orleans bar freguented by Cubans.
Someons looking like Oswald, the bartender and ihe
owner testiffied, entered in the company of a Latin-
Amerlean and consplcuoutly asked for lemonade. Then
he switchad to whisky and got conspleucusly siek.
Who was the man with "Qswald"? He was never dis-
coversd,

Dean Andrews, & New Orleans lawyer, said Oswald
had come to his office, in the company of “Mexicano”
homosexuals, to ask help in foreing the Marines to
change his dischargs from dishonorable ro honorable.
On Nov. 23, after Oswald's arrect, Andrews testified,
“Clay Bertrand” (2 man who had allegedly gent him
Cuban homosexuals as legal clients on previous
occasions) called and asked Andrews If he wanted
ta defend Oswald, Andrews, ill at the time, says he
rvelerred the case 1o a prominent New Orleans crimil-
nal atiorney, This man, who never restified bafore the
Commission, confirms that he was offered Oswald’s
case, (Oswald was slain before any action was taken).

Warren Commission staffers say they could never
find “Clay Bertrand,” and they have said that they
thought Andrews was “making It all up." But now,
the New Orleans DA has accused retired husinessman
Clay Shaw of using the alias “Bertrand,” and of
plotting with Oswald in the assassination.

If it turns out that there was a “Clay Bertrand,
the fact that Commission staffers falled to find him
wnuld be an example of the Incompleteness of
C A fgation into a p pi

The guestion then comes up: II the Commission
failed to discover a connection between Oswald and
‘Clay Bertrand”—howsver innocuous that connection
may have been—what other Owwald nsseociates, per-
naps isss innocuous, did the Commission investiga
tion fail to unearth? 1

So even If the New Orleans “plot” proves unrelated
ta the assassination, it may provide mor2 ammunition
for those who feel a more complete investigation of
the assassination Is warranted,

* * *

THERE WERE FOUR OFHER “SIGHTINGS" OF

Oswald, all near Dallas, which have led eritics ‘to
theories of conspiracy, and alea the theory that some-
one waa Impersonating Oswald.

These involvaed & gunsmith, some auto salesmen,
the patrons of a Tifle rangs and a Cuban exile who
says ahe was visited by “Leom Oswald” and two Cubins
at her Dallaé home, The Commission attempted to
demonstrate that Oswald couldn't have been whers
these people said he was, but did not conaider the
possibilities of an Imparsonation. :

One Ci isslon staff says an o
tion “still doesn't ‘make sense,” because all four in-
dents—and- the ones In New Orleans—took place
before Kennedy's molorcade through Dalias was
arnounced. How V4 the conspirators know the Presi-
dent was zoing to be in a position where Oswald
could kill him?

Ha says of the New Orleans “plot and the Cuban
fla's story: “Thay wers daing this In September,
hen hobedy knew whera Oswald would be at the

ima of the assassination ..Te was cn his way to
iexico to try to get Into Cuba, for .

“Wa looked into all these things ourselves,” says
the Commission lawyer. “You couldn't go anywhere
with It. .. I don't know whare you go from there. .. *

So the loose ends—the possibility of conspiracy—
may alwaya remain. . . B

TOADRROW: The Critles
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