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M
issing tape still clouds JFK

 probe 
B

y D
E

B
 R

IE
C

H
,1A

N
N

 
The A

ssociated Press 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 H

ours after 
P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as 
s
la

s
s
in

a
te

d
, F

B
I agents reported-

ly listened to a tape of a phone call 
th

at a m
an

 id
en

tify
in

g
 h

im
self as 

"L
ee O

sw
ald

" h
ad

 p
laced

 to
 th

e 
S

oviet E
m

bassy in M
exico C

ity. 
T

h
ey

 m
ad

e a startlin
g
 d

isco
v
-

ery: T
he voice on the tape w

as not 
O

sw
ald's, governm

ent records say. 
T

his controversial tape has been 
a q

u
estio

n
 m

ark
 in

 th
e assassin

a-
tion investigation since K

ennedy 
w

as k
illed

. T
h
e assassin

atio
n
 o

c-
cu

rred
 3

6
 

y
ears ag

o
 to

d
ay

, an
d

 
o
n
ly

 n
o
w

 h
av

e n
ew

 d
etails ab

o
u
t 

th
e tap

e co
m

e to
 lig

h
t. 

T
he C

IA
 said years ago that the 

tapes on w
hich it recorded the call 

w
ere erased. D

ocum
ents released 

in recent years said otherw
ise. T

he 
latest an

d
 n

ew
est o

f d
eclassified

 
d
o
cu

m
en

ts o
ffer m

o
re ev

id
en

ce 
th

at th
e tap

es su
rv

iv
ed

. 
T

he discovery that the voice on 
th

e tap
e w

as so
m

eo
n

e o
th

er th
an

 
O

sw
ald w

as a "disquieting discov-
ery

 b
ecau

se th
e m

an
 w

h
o

 im
p

er-
sonated O

sw
ald w

as still at large," 
said John N

ew
m

an, an ex-m
ilitary 

in
tellig

en
ce an

aly
st, au

th
o
r, an

d
 

p
ro

fe
sso

r a
t th

e
 U

n
iv

e
rsity

 o
f 

M
aryland. 
O

sw
ald

 w
as in

 M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 in

 
S

ep
tem

b
er an

d
 O

cto
b
er 1

9
6
3
. 

D
uring his one-w

eek stay, he con-
tacted the S

oviet. E
m

bassy and the 
C

uban C
onsulate, inquiring about 

v
isas n

eed
ed

 to
 g

o
 to

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

U
nion via C

uba. 

It is w
idely know

n that the C
IA

 
b
u
g
g
ed

 telep
h
o
n
es an

d
 to

o
k
 su

r-
v

eillan
ce p

h
o

to
s at b

o
th

 th
e em

-
b

assy
 an

d
 th

e co
n

su
late. B

u
t th

e 
agency m

aintained that it had rou-
tin

ely
 erased

 an
d

 reu
sed

 tap
es o

f 
th

e p
h
o
n
e in

tercep
ts. A

 m
essag

e 
fro

m
 th

e C
IA

's M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 sta-

tio
n
 to

 h
ead

q
u
arters o

n
 N

o
v
. 2

4
, 

1
9
6
3
, said

: "H
Q

 h
as fu

ll tran
-

scrip
ts all p

ertin
en

t calls. R
eg

ret 
com

plete recheck show
s tapes for 

this period already erased." 
It also w

as know
n that w

hile he 
w

as in M
exico C

ity, O
sw

ald had 
contact w

ith V
aleriy K

ostikov —
 a 

m
an that one C

IA
 m

em
o described 

as a "case o
fficer in

 an
 o

p
eratio

n
 

w
h
ich

 is ev
id

en
tly

 sp
o
n
so

red
 b

y
 

th
e K

G
B

's 1
3

th
 D

ep
artm

en
t re-

sponsible for sabotage and assassi-
n
atio

n
." It w

as th
e caller w

h
o
 is 

thought to have im
personated O

s-
w

ald w
ho links him

 to this S
oviet 

spy unit know
n as D

epartm
ent 13. 

N
ew

ly
 d

eclassified
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts 
—

 so
m

e released
 in

 th
e p

ast six
 

m
onths —

 say that after the presi-
d
en

t w
as sh

o
t, a N

av
y
 p

lan
e car-

ried
 a to

p
-secret p

ack
ag

e fro
m

 
M

exico C
ity to D

allas and landed 
th

ere ab
o
u
t 4

 a.m
. E

S
T

 th
e d

ay
 

after th
e m

u
rd

er. 
F

orm
er F

B
I agent E

ldon R
udd, 

later a R
ep

u
b

lican
 co

n
g

ressm
an

 
fro

m
 A

rizo
n

a, w
as ab

o
ard

 th
e 

plane. 
"T

h
ere w

ere n
o
 tap

es, to
 m

y
 

know
ledge," R

udd said in a tele-
p
h
o
n
e in

terv
iew

. "I b
ro

u
g
h
t th

e 
pictures up [from

 M
exico], and it 

w
as m

y understanding that it w
as  

just pictures." 
D

o
cu

m
en

ts co
n
trad

ict R
u
d
d
's 

understanding. A
 new

ly released 
m

em
o dated N

ov. 27, 1963, from
 

F
B

I h
ead

q
u
arters to

 its o
ffice in

 
.M

exico C
ity, stated: 

"If tapes covering any contacts 
su

b
ject [O

sw
ald

] w
ith

 S
o
v
iet o

r 
C

u
b
an

 em
b
assies av

ailab
le, fo

r-
w

ard to bureau for laboratory ex-
am

in
atio

n
 an

d
 an

aly
sis to

g
eth

er 
w

ith transcript. Include tapes pre-
v
io

u
sly

 rev
iew

ed
 D

allas if th
ey

 
w

ere returned to you." 
A

nd a transcript of a telephone 
call F

B
I D

irector J. E
dgar H

oover 
m

ad
e to

 P
resid

en
t L

y
n
d
o
n
 B

. 
Jo

h
n

so
n

 ju
st six hours after th

e 
p
lan

e arriv
ed

 in
 D

allas su
p
p
o
rts 

the belief that F
B

I agents listened 
to a tape that suggested an im

per-
sonation. 

"W
e have up here the tape and 

th
e p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

 o
f th

e m
an

 w
h

o
 

w
as at the S

oviet E
m

bassy using 
O

sw
ald

's n
am

e," H
o
o
v
er to

ld
 

Johnson, according to a transcript 
of that call released in 1993. "T

hat 
picture and the tape do not corre-
sp

o
n
d
 to

 th
is m

an
's v

o
ice, n

o
r to

 
his appearance. In other w

ords, it 
appears that there is a second per-
son w

ho w
as at the S

oviet E
m

bas-
sy dow

n there." 
W

hile they w
ould not speculate 

ab
o

u
t th

e id
en

tity
 o

f th
e caller, 

several assassination researchers 
p
riv

ately
 o

ffered
 so

m
e ex

p
lan

a-
tions: O

sw
ald could have been im

-
personated by a C

IA
 officer w

ho 
called the S

oviet E
m

bassy sim
ply  

to fish for details about w
hat O

s-
w

ald w
as doing in M

exico C
ity. O

r, 
m

aybe som
eone w

as trying to link 
O

sw
ald

 to
 th

e K
G

B
's assassin

a-
tio

n
 u

n
it b

efo
re K

en
n

ed
y

's m
u

r-
der. 

W
hatever the answ

er, there w
as 

p
le

n
ty

 o
f re

a
so

n
 fo

r w
o
rry

 in
 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 ab

o
u
t an

y
 ev

id
en

ce 
p
o
in

tin
g
 to

 S
o
v
iets o

r C
u
b
an

s as 
som

ehow
 involved in the assassi-

nation. R
elations w

ith the form
er 

S
oviet U

nion w
ere icy. B

oth sides 
w

ere arm
ed w

ith nuclear w
eapons. 

T
he C

uban m
issile crisis w

as still 
very m

uch an A
m

erica's m
ind. 

"T
h

e p
u

b
lic m

u
st b

e satisfied
 

that O
sw

ald w
as the assassin; that 

he did not have confederates w
ho 

are still at large," N
icholas K

atz-
enbach, then deputy attorney gen-
eral, w

rote in a m
em

o on N
ov. 25, 

1963. 
"S

p
ecu

latio
n
 ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

's 
m

otivation ought to be cut off and 
w

e should have som
e basis for re-

butting [the] thought that this w
as 

a co
m

m
u

n
ist co

n
sp

iracy
 o

r ... a 
right-w

ing conspiracy to blam
e it 

on the com
m

unists." 
In

 a telep
h

o
n

e in
terv

iew
 last 

w
eek, K

atzenbach said he does not 
know

 anything about the F
B

I lis-
te

n
in

g
 to

 a
 ta

p
e
 in

 D
a
lla

s. 
"W

hether I knew
 anything about 

it at th
e tim

e, o
r w

h
at I k

n
ew

 
about it at the tim

e, I don't recall," 
he said. 

O
sw

ald
's trip

 to
 M

ex
ico

 
C

ity
 

w
as addressed only briefly by the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission, w
hich con- 



THE RECORD A-3 

THE RECORD A-13 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Lee Harvey Oswald, in police custody, talking to reporters in Dallas on 
Nov. 23, 1963, hours after President John Kennedy was assassinated. 

cluded in 1964 that Oswald was 
the lone gunman who killed Ken-
nedy. 

His activities in Mexico City 
were investigated vigorously by 
the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, which re-investi-
gated the Kennedy murder in the 
1970s. The committee then raised 
the possibility of an Oswald imper-
sonation, but said there was not 
sufficient evidence to "firmly" 
conclude that it happened. 

Many more details about the 
trip, however, have surfaced in 
CIA and FBI documents released 
by the Assassination Records Re-
view Board. The board, set up by 
Congress to amass all assassina-
tion-related records, opened tens 
of thousands of pages before it  

closed down. in 1998. 
The CIA's phone intercepts in 

Mexico City have been an unan-
swered question in the assassina-
tion case for decades, says T. Jer-
emy Gunn, former director and 
general counsel of the review 
board. 

However, he said two assistant 
counsels on the Warren Commis-
sion, William T. Coleman Jr. and 
W. David Slawson, told the review 
board that they had gone to Mexi-
co City and not only read tran-
scripts, but listened to recordings. 

"We tried to find the tape," 
Gunn said of the review board's 
effort. "We were unsuccessful. We 
tried to get everything we could, 
and we end up with question 
marks." 


