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He Wanted to Make Deal .  

in September, 1963, Call 
BY RONALD IMEISIJER 

	 • 
The Washingien Poll 
	

' Yr  
WASHINGTON—In late Septem-

ber, 1963, eight weeks before the as-
sassination of President John F. Ken-
nedy, Lee Harvey Oswald telephoned 
the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City 
and tried to make a deal. 

In exchange for unspecified infor-
mation, he wanted a.  free trip to Rus-
sia. 

The conversation was Intercepted 
and recorded by the CIA at the time,, 
But it was not then turned over to the 
FBI, which has responsibility for in-
vestigating possible spies, and it was 
not later inroad over to the Warren 
Commission (holm; its Investigation 
of the assassination. 

The existence of the CIA's inter-
ception of Oswald's telephone con-
venation in Mexico City and the con-
tents of the still-secret transcript 
have been verified by the Washing-
ton Post. The Post has also verified 
that the CIA did not turn over the 
complete transcript to either the FBI 
or the Warren Commission. 

Instead, the CIA gave the FBI only 
brief report In October, 1063, say nig 

%weld had made Contact with the 
Russians. It gave the Warren Com-
mission a I ranscript of the taped con-
versation but for unexplained reasons 
did not Include in the transcript Os-
wald's offer of information and his 
suggestion that the Russians would 
want to pay his way to the Soviet 
Union. 
. The Post has also determined that 
the CIA, for unexplained reasons, told 
thti Warren Commission that it 
learned of MAL of Oswald's activities 
in Mexico City only after the asses-

'libation. But the CIA monitored and 
tape-recorded his conversations with 
both the Russian and Cuban embas-
sies In Mexico City in the fall of 1963, 
before Kennedy's death. 

It was the CIA's t4lief that the two 
embassies were heavily involved in 
spying and that they were operational 
bases for intelligence activities di-
rected at the United States. 

Sol 
with the full cooperation of the 

Mexican government, CIA wiretaps 
were installed on telephone liJleg 
going Into both embassitt. 

The CIA was especially interested 
in U.S. citizens who in.ade contact 
with the embassies. 

Thus, when Oswald .showed txpin 
Mexico City in late September and 
telephoned the Russian embassy, hie 
conversation was picked up from the 
wiretap, A transcript was made acct 
circulated in the CIA offices In the 
American Embassy in Mexico City. 

The station chief at that time wag 
Please Turn 0 kage 10, (1414 

;ontinued from First Page 
he late Winston M. Scott, who per-
onally reviewed all transcripts 
emanating from wiretaps on Soviet-
Ace installations. 

The Oswald transcript, accord-ing to 
CIA translator who worked with 

Scott, aroused a lot of interest. 
"They usually picked up the tran-

scripts the ntExt day," he said. This 
hey wanted right away." 

What that transcript contained is a 
natter of some disnute, and the CIA 
;ays it routinely destroyed the tape 
aefore the assassination. But some 
ieople who saw the transcript or 
ieard the tape before the assassina-
ion recall that Oswald was trying to 
nake a deal. 

One of them is David A. Phillips, a 
briner CIA officer who now heads 
he Assn. of Retired Intelligence Offi-
iers and is a leading defender of CIA 
ictivities. Phillips was stationed in 
vIemico City at the Lite. 

The transcript disclosed, Phillips 
recalled, that Oswald told the Soviet 
embassy. "I have information you 
would be interested in, and I know 
you can pay my way (to Russia)." 

The stenographer who typed the 
transcript and the translator who 
prepared it had a similar recollection. 

"He said he had some information 
to tell them," the typist said in an in-
terview in Medco. "His main concern 
was getting to one of the two coun-
tries (Russia or Cuba) and he wanted 
them to pay for iL He said he had to 
meet them." 

The Warren Commission later con-
cluded that the Russians and Cubans 
were not much impressed by Oswald. 
That view is supported by Sylvia 
Duran, a Mexican citizen who worked 
in the Cuban embassy at the time of 
Oswald's visit. She talked to Oswald 
on Sept. 27. 1963, and recalls the 
meeting in some detail. 

In an interview in Mexico City, Miss 
Duran said Oswald told her that he 
wanted to travel to Cuba and Russia 
and displayed documents to show he 
was a "friend" .of the Cuban revolu-
tion. 

Miss Duran said she informed Os-
wald that in order to travel to the So-T 
viet Union he would have to obtain 
permission from the Russians. Oswald: 
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