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KEY JFK WITNESS 
KILLS HIMSELF 

___...„. 

' Continued from Page I 

learned of comments he made 
! to a Dutch Journalist. 

According to sources. de 
1 MohrenachIldt had recently 
I Indicated In an Interview with 

the newsman, William Olt-
i  mans, that he In some way 
I fell responsible for Oswald's 

Neha viour. 
Oltmsne, who knew De 

Mohrensohlhlt, a professor, 
for soma time, contacted the 
committee several weeks ago, 
the sources acid, and outline 
ed what he had heard from 
him. 

*lie said to me, 'How do 
you think the media would 
reset if I came out and said 
that 1 feel responsible for 
Oswald's behavior?'. Ottmana 
told committee Investigators. 

VANISHED 

Oilman said after the In-
terview that de Motirenschildt 
had accompanied him to Eu-
rope and then disappeared. 

The committee was inter-
ested and sent Investigator 
Canton J. Fond to see de 
MohrenschIldt after he was 
located In the Palm Beach 
mansion where he was appar-
ently vacationing with his 
daughter. The I300,000 home 
was owned by Nancy Tilton 
3d. said to be his sister-In-
law. 

Palm Beach County Mier,  
1ff Richard Willie said de 
Muhrenschildt returned yes-
terday to the ma-listen and 
learned that Font had been 
trying to contact him about 
testIfyng before the com-
mithe In Washington 
.V.P.Sli UPSET 

Witte said It appeared that 
the professor became "ex-
tremely upset when he 
learned of the Investigators' 
efforts to reach him. 

-We dont knot* the fun 
details yet,' the sheriff ad- 

ded. 
Willy said only two maids 

and a chauffeur were on the 
estate at the time, "but It 
appears that the professor 
put a 20-gauge double-barrel-
ed shotgun In his mouth and 
pulled the trigger. We're 99 
per cent certain that he kil-
led himself." 

De MoltrenschIldes death 
sparked a flurry of activity 
in the West Palm Beach 
offices of Florida State At-
torney David Bludworth. 

Tie summoned several of his 
chief staff officers and Wille 
for conferences and witness 
interviews. 

Among those brought In 
free-lance writer Edward J. 
Epstein. Who said last night 
he had interviewed the pro-
fessor Monday and yesterday 
at the Breakers Hotel In West 
Palm Beach In connection 
with a book he Is writing on 
Oswald_ 

Epstein has a contract 
with Reader's Digest and al-
ready has written several 
books on the assassination. 
-I don't mean to be eva• 

sive," Epstein said, "but po-
lice told me not to talk about 
his death with anybody." 

On Mlohrensehildt, born in 

Maxie Russia, April 17, IBM 
arrived in West Palm Peach 
by plane from Brussels 
March 17. According to of-
ficials at Bishop College in 
Dallas, where he taught_ be 
left the campus March 1 on 
a three-day leave to visit a 
sick daughter in New Or-
leans. He was due back on 
campus March 21. 

Both de Mohrenschildt and 
his now-estranged wile. 
Jeanne, were interviewed by 
the Warren Commission In 
1904. In the final report, the 
couple were exonerated. 

Nor has there been any evi-
dence linking them In any 
way to the assassination of 
Th-esident Kennedy." 

De Mohrenschlkire con. 
nectIon with Oswald have In-
trigued committee research-
ers and Investigators. In 
fact, sources say they have 
suspected him of actually 
being a member of the In-
telligence community. 
AIDED OSWALD 

In June 1982, the Warren 
report said, de Mobrenschlicit 
befriended Oswald when as-
wald and his family return-
ed from an aborted defection 
to Russia. Oswald went to 
live In 11162 In Fort Worth 
where, de Mohrensehildt-
along with other members 
of a small Russian-speaking 
community — provided food 
and shelter for the Oswald 

In Palm Beach today an 
autopsy is being performed 
to determine whether de Mob-
renschildt's death was a sul-
ride. 

Was Oswald's 
close friend 

By JOSEPH BERGER 
and DAVID ROSENTHAL 

A "crucial witness" for the House com-

mittee investigating the assassination of Pres-
ident Kennedy has been found shot to death 

in Palm Beach, Fla. 
Police there said it appeared to be a sui-

cide. 
The victim, Russian born George de Moh-

renschildt, 65, had been a close acquaintance 
of Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife Marina 
shortly before the Kennedy slaying in Novem-
ber. 1963.. 

When informed of de Mohrenachildt's death, 
House assassination committee member Richard Prey-
er OD-1,7.C.1 said. 

"He was a crucial witness for us, based on the 
new information he had. He was intimately involved 
with Oswald." 

One committee source said the panel was just 
getting set to interview de Mohrenschildt when he 
died. The source said that de Mohrenschildt was "the 
key guy" in the House inquiry. 

According to Washington sources, the commit-
tee's interest in de Mohrenachildt came after it had 

Casfoonnf on Page 3 



schildt had once confessed to him: "I 
only made up the story [about Oswald] 
because everybody makes a million dol-
lars off the Kennedy assassination . .." 

Two other new witnesses in the Ken-
nedy case, mentioned in the committee 
transcript that slipped out last week, also 
presented problems of credibility and 
corroboration. A former Dallas nightclub 
waitress told investigators for the panel 
that Jack Ruby had introduced her and 
another woman to "Lee Harvey Oswald 
of the CIA." That was two weeks before 
the assassination—after which the other 
woman disappeared, and the witness 
herself said nothing about the meeting 
until now. Another witness, formerly a 
nurse at Parkland Hospital, said that she 
saw bullet fragments removed from the 
body of Texas Gov. John Connally, who 
was injured in the Kennedy shooting. 
Committee sources suggested that find-
ing these fragments and testing them 
might disprove the Warren Commis-
sion's theory that a single bullet had 
wounded both Kennedy and Connally. Ift 
fact, such fragments were tested by the 
FBI in 1964. The results were not incon-
sistent with the single-bullet theory. 

Fantasies: Beyond those dubious leads, 
Hill sources said the committee planned 
to use its scaled-down budget ($2.7 mil-
lion this year) to interview everyone in 
Dealey Plaza when Kennedy was shot, 
conduct another round of ballistics tests 
on the bullet that killed Martin Luther 
King and search for more new witnesses 
in both cases. Progress was possible, said 
panel member Richardson Preyer of 
North Carolina, "now that we've gotten 
beyond developing something every 
week to keep the committee alive." But 
the question remained whether the com-
mittee was really on to any genuine new 
leads in the two murders or was simply 
pursuing the rumors and fantasies that 
both cases have produced in abundance. 
—DAVID Pot ALPERN with HENRY W. HuonaRD and JOHN J. 

LINDSAY In Washington 

Newsweek, April 11, 1977 


