
"We are grateful that Presi-
dent. Ford has given us his 
support for our effort to be 
fully informed about Frank 
Olson's death and to obtain a 
just solution of this entire 
matter. We hope that this will 

be part of a continuing effort 
to ensure that the CIA is ac-
countable for its actions and, 
that eeople in all parts of the?' 
world are safe front abuses of 
power by American intelli- 
gence agencies. 
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President Ford 'met ptd-
vately yesterdaY with- the fam- 
ily' of Dr..? Frank Olson and 

 On behalf of the 
government for.  the scientist's'  
suicide ititer he Was Secretly 
given LSD by the Peettal 
telligeneei'Agency.. - 	' 

Prelaiecretary Ron Nestien 
said Mr. Ford met in the OVal 
Ofllce far 11 minutes with 01 
son's widow; Alice, and het 
three children,—Lisa Olson 
Hayward, Nils,Olson and Erie 
Olson:  

The President - expressed 
"the sympathy . of the Ameri-
can peopIe,and apologized' on 
behalf of the U. S. government 
for ,the circumstances of Dr. 
Frank Olson's: death in ,Ne-
vember, 1953," Nessen said. 

Olson fell to his death from 
a New-York hotel room. The 
Rorkefeller commission, which 
investigated, the CIA, said he 
was fed LSD without his 
knowledge in an experiment 
and this led to his death. 

Mr. Ford invited the Olson 
family to the White House and 
Nessen said the victim's fam-
ily. asked ...to boa told all the 
facts' concerning his death. 

The Preaident told, the fam-
ily he had 'instructed the legal 
counsel's office "to make in-- 
fbrmation available to theta at 
the, .,earliest possible date,"' 
Neaseii said 

He lutid Mr. Ford else' In: 
formed the Olson's that Atka-- 
ney General ,Ederard.  If, Levi 
has been asked to meet with 
their legal representatives to 
discuss claims they wish: to 
make against the CIA. 

The family,  is- considering 
suing the federal government., 
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about this and that's, how this 
meeting came about." 

He said Mr. Ford "felt. he 
wanted to apologize person- 
ally" to the Olsons. 	, 

The White . House, took the 
unusual step of issuing on be-
half of. the Olson family a 
statement of appreciation to 
Mr. Ford and .a warning 
against future abuses by the 
CIA. 

The? White House said the 
Olson

, 
 family asked that the 

following .... statement 	he 
released: 

"We , deely appreciate Presi-
dent Ford's expression of sym-
pathy and apology to our fam-
ily. His concern and invitation 
to meet with him are of great 
value to us. 

"Frank Olson's death was a 
tragic loss to his family, his 
friends, and his scientific col-
leagues. As previously un-
known circumstances of his 
death have been revealed, the 
American people have been  

deeply moved. We are heart-
ened by this response and en-
couraged that this experience 
has. provided an impetus, in 
this 'country for reflection on 
fundamental issues important 
to Us all as a free people. 

OLSON, From Al 

Nessen said reporters and 
photographers were 'barred 
from the meeting at the re-
quest of the family. 

Nessen told reporters the 
President "feels very strongly 


