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The nation was at war in 1943 when an 
urgent call went out to scientists and 
researchers to develop and prepare a 
new and lethal form of warfare. 	' 

Born in a time of national crisis, 
chemical biological warfare today finds 
itself under a critical public eye. 

Scientists involved in important 
biological research point to the many 
peaceful uses and discoveries made at 
Fort Detrick and other governmental 
labs while critics question what value 

• was placed on human lives during the 
three decades in which research 
progressed beneath the heaviest of 
secret classifications. 

The scientists have an excellent safety 
record and a long list of scientific 

• accomplishments to support their view. 
Critics point to the recent disclosures 

of deaths and series of drug tests made 
on unknowing human subjects. 

In July, it was reported, following the 
release of the Rockefeller Report on the 
CIA, that former Ft. Detrick scientist 
Frank R. Olson Committed apparent. 
suicide 'after suffering a nervous 
breakdown from LSD secretly given to 
him by CIA personnel. 	 ' 

Last Friday,the ArTY confirmed 
three otherdeathi which had occurred at 
Detrick between 1951 and 1964., All of the 
deaths, according to' the Army, were 
caused by work-related contaminations. 

What was not ' repOrted, and .what 
scientists in the highly dangerous field of 

' research are most sensitive about, was 
the overall safety record of the Detrick 
germ warfare lab. 

According to a safety report entitled, 
"Causal Factors in Microbiological 
Laboratory Accidents and Infections,." 
written by a former Detrick employe, 

Dr. G. Brigg Phillips, the local facility 
recorded 9.06 lab infections 'per one 
million man-hours between 1954 and 
1962. 	 . 

Figures published in 1968 by the 
National Safety Council listed 
occupations at Ft: Detrick to be much 
safer than, say, occupations in the 
printing, electrical, federal civilian and 
other vocational fields. 

One former Detrick scientist pointed 
out that as many accidents, *ime fatal, 
occurred during the two-year 
construction of Gov. Thomas Johnson 
High School than occurred at Detrick 
over a much longer peKiod of time,'' . 

Safety precautions at Detrick were 
many and strict,according to former 
employes. . 

Workers were encouraged to report 
even the most minor of accidents and 

See DETRICK, page A-8 
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