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T
he final report by H

ouse A
ssassi-

nations C
om

m
ittee acoustics experts 

show
s that they now

 have substantial 
doubts about their earlier conclusion 
that a second gunm

an fired a shot at 
P

resident K
ennedy in D

allas. 
T

he report, to be released M
arch 30 

w
ith

 th
e p

an
el's co

m
p
reh

en
siv

e re-
port on the m

urders of K
ennedy and 

D
r. M

artin L
uther K

ing Jr., contains 
so

m
e lan

g
u
ag

e th
at o

n
e co

m
m

ittee 
m

em
ber said can only be described as 

"w
affling." 
T

h
e rep

o
rt b

y
 scien

tists M
ark

 R
. 

W
eiss an

d
 E

rn
est A

sch
k
en

asy
 also

 
contains inconclusive deductions and 
alternative possibilities to the second 
gunm

an theory that apparently dilute 
co

n
sid

erab
ly

 th
eir testim

o
n
y
 last 

D
ecem

ber. A
cting on the basis of the 

W
eiss-A

sch
k
en

asy
 testim

o
n
y
 an

d
 

ciently accurate for the purpose of this test. B
ut the 

scientists also pointed out that the D
allas police 

recorder w
as running slow

 w
hen the recording w

as 
m

ade. B
efore the test m

easurem
ents could be used, 

C
ontinued F

rom
 A

-I 
they added, they had to be m

ultiplied by a tim
e-cor-

rection factor to correct for an error in the speed of 

"W
hile it is possible that the im

pulse noises are the D
P

D
 recording. 	

. 

the distorted sounds of a gunshot, it is also possible 	
"T

he high degree of•correlation betw
een the im

- 

that they could have been generated in other w
ays. pulse and echo sequences does not preclude the 

F
or exam

ple, they could be the sounds of m
isfiring possibility that the im

pulses are not the sounds of a 

of the m
otorcycle engine. T

hey could be static-like gunshot," the scientists said. "It is conceivable that 

im
pulse noises generated by the m

otorcycle's igni- a sequence of im
pulse sounds, derived from

 non- 

tion system
 and picked tp by the transm

itter. 	
gunshot sources, w

as generated w
ith tim

e spacings 

"T
he m

icrophone that w
as stuck on the 'on' posi- ::that by chance corresponded w

ithin one one-thou-

H
o
n
 co

u
ld

 itself h
av

e b
een

 th
e cau

se o
f th

e im
- san

d
th

 o
f a seco

n
d
 to

 th
o
se ech

o
es o

f a g
u
n
sh

o
t 

pulses if from
 tim

e to tim
e it becam

e unstuck and fired from
 the grassy knoll. T

he probability of such 

turned off briefly and then im
m

ediately w
as turned a chance occurrence is about 5 percent. . . - the 

on again. Im
pulse noiseeaudible in the recording „probability is 95 percent pr m

ore that the im
pulses 

could also have been due to scratches in the D
ic—

 and echoes have the sam
e source —

 a gunshot from
 

tab
elt o

n
 w

h
ich

 th
e reco

rd
in

g
 w

as m
ad

e. O
th

er th
e g

rassy
 k

n
o
ll." 

com
ponents of the com

m
unication:system

 could . 	
. 	

. 

haV
e been m

alfunctioning, producing electrical or 
T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

IT
T

E
E

'S co
n
clu

sio
n
, b

ased
 o

n
 th

e 

m
ech

an
ical d

istu
rb

an
ces th

at w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 1
1
th

-h
o
u
r testim

o
n
y
 o

f th
e aco

u
stics ex

p
erts in

 

recorded as clicks." 	
' • 	

D
ecem

b
er, w

as th
at fo

u
r sh

o
ts` w

ere fired
 at 

' 	
- , 	

: . K
en

n
ed

y
, th

e,first fro
m

 the schoolbook depository 

• • W
E

ISS A
N

D
 A

schkenasy said that if. a 'gun' w
as by O

sw
ald m

issing its target„ the second also from
 

• fired from
 the grassy knoll during the assassina- i the depository 'w

ounding both K
ennedy andT

exas 

H
o
n
, it co

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 eith
er a rifle o

r a pistol G
ov. John B

, C
onnally;

  the third from
 the grassy 

since the target w
ould have been less than 150 feet. knoll m

issed and the fourth from
 the school book 

aw
ay. 	

. 	
, depository inflicting K

ennedy's fatal head w
ound. 

T
h
ere is n

o
 reco

llectio
n
 th

at w
h
en

 W
eiss. and 	

It w
as on the'basis of this, testim

ony at the last 
. 

fidelity. 	
' ' • A

sch
k
en

asy
 g

av
e th

eir d
ram

atic testim
o
n
y
 in

 p
u
b
lic h

earin
g

,  of the panel that C
hairm

an L
ouis 

"C
onsequently, it is possible th

at„ D
ecem

ber about the possibility of a second gunm
an S

tokes, D
-Q

hip announced the probability of a sec- 

these static-like sounds are distorte - they m
ade any m

ention of a pistol. 	
:
 	

and g
u
n
m

an
 an

d
 th

erefo
re a co

n
sp

iracy
 to kill 

;
 

gunshot sounds," they w
rote. O

n th
 : 

T
heir testim

ony w
as that a. rifle, firing super- • K

ennedy.' 	
., 	

: • 	
: ,'' .' 	

, 

o
th

er h
an

d
, th

ey
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e b
eeti:' so

n
ic b

u
llets, m

u
st h

av
e b

een
 u

sed
 b

y
 th

e seco
n
d
 	

B
u
t sin

ce th
en

 th
e dissents have all' but turned' 

g
en

erated
 b

y
 

a 
n
u
m

b
er o

f o
th

e 
sources; som

e acoustic, som
e relate 

to
 electrical o

r m
ech

an
ical d

istu
r 

ances in the D
P

D
 radio transm

issio 
reception or recording equipm

ent. 
"T

h
e D

P
D

 reco
rd

in
g
 contains' 

w
ide v

ariety
 o

f so
u
n
d
s —

 sp
eec 

clicks, w
histles, m

otor noises, sire 
and even the sound of a carillon b

ell 

N
ew

 R
eport Show

s D
oubts  JF

K
  

O
n Second P

K
 G

unm
an 

o
th

er ev
id

en
ce, th

e co
m

m
ittee an

-
n
o
u
n
ced

 th
at it w

as p
ro

b
ab

le th
er 

w
as a second gunm

an firing from
 

grassy knoll, and therefore a conspir 
acy to kill the president. 

S
ince then the 12-m

em
ber cotdm

it 
te

e
 h

a
s re

c
e
iv

e
d
 d

isse
n
ts to

 th
e
 

p
an

el's co
n
clu

sio
n
s o

n
 a v

ariety
 q

_
 

grounds from
 half of the panel m

em
f 

b
ersh

ip
. C

o
n
cu

rrin
g
 rep

o
rts h

av
ef 

b
een

 su
b
m

itted
 b

y
 fiv

e co
m

m
ittee

 
 

m
em

bers. 
IN

 T
H

E
IR

 ex
ten

d
ed

 rep
o
rt to

 th
e 

com
m

ittee, a copy of w
hich w

as obl, 
tain

ed
 b

y
 T

h
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 S

tar, th
e 

scientists said the D
allas P

olice D
ef t  

p
artm

en
t rad

io
 d

isp
atch

in
g
 sy

stem
 

w
h
ich

 p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e so
u
n
d
s fro

m
 

m
obile transm

itter at the tim
e of th 

K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
, w

as n
o
t d

 
sig

n
ed

 to
 h

an
d
le th

e in
ten

se sound el: 
o
f a g

u
n
sh

o
t an

d
 is lik

ely
 to

 h
av

e . 
recorded such sounds w

ith very poo , . gunm
an. S

keptics, including m
em

bers of the corn-. • the com
m

ittee attund. If R
ep. S

tew
art M

cK
inney, R

-

m
ince, algo w

ere troubled by the im
precision of the

,  C
onn, w

ho is out.of tow
n, also dissents, a m

ajority 

• scientists' inform
ation about w

here the m
otorcycle w

ill be in disagreem
ent w

ith the conclusion. 

w
ith the stuck transm

itter, w
as, about the so-called 

eyew
itness and earw

itness recollections of w
here 

th
ey

 th
o
u
g
h
t th

e sh
o
ts cam

e fro
m

, an
d
 ab

o
u
t a 

variation of as m
uch as 25 feet in the position from

 
w

hich the second gunm
an w

as supposed 'to have 
fired. 

If the m
icrophone w

as on a D
allas pt S

om
e of the hundreds of people in D

ealey P
laza 

lice m
o
to

rcy
cle in

 th
e m

o
to

rcad
e; w

h
en

 K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as k
illed

 h
eard

 sh
o
ts fro

m
 b

eh
in

d
 

m
ost of the very w

eak echoes of thei the m
otorcade in the T

exas S
choolbook D

epository, 

m
uzzle blast w

ould have been oh. but others thought the sounds m
ay have com

e from
 

scured by the noise of the m
otorcycle the knoll. 

engine. 	
ft i N

o one w
as ever found by the F

B
I or police w

ho 
see JFK

.  A
 jo

 m
ay

 h
av

e h
ad

 a w
eap

o
n
 .ah

ead
 o

f th
e, K

ennedy 
m

otorcade on the knoll, but L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald's 
rifle and three em

pty cartridge cases w
ere found on 

; the sixth floor of the school book depository build-
. ing.  It is uncertain w

here the D
allas P

olice shooter 
(in acoustics tests m

ade in D
ealey P

laza) stood at 
, each shot fired from

 the grassy knoll," the scien-
tists w

rote. "C
onsequently, it is likely that the gun 

;:and the m
icrophone locations that w

ere used for 
th

e ech
o
-d

elay
 tim

e p
red

ictio
n
s are slig

h
tly

 in
 

erro
r.. . . " 

T
hey said that the assum

ed location w
as suffi- 



2 Acoustics Experts Firm in Draft 
A  of Foal House Panel eport r .  • 
WASHINGTON, March (AP) In a drft of the House PrtARsination commit-tee's final report, two acoustics experts stand by their assertion of a 95 percent likelihood that a second gunman fired at President Kennedy on Nov. 22,1963. Several of the 11 committee members have said they disagree with that conclu-sion, even though the acoustics finding contributed in large part to thp panel's earlier assertion that Mr. Kennedy "probably" was the victim of a conspire- c3r- 	 • hi the draft of the fmal report, released today, the two experts, Mark R. Weiss and Ernest Aschkenasy, emphasized that the 95 percent likelihood of a second gun-man also meant that there was about a 5 percent chance that the suspected gun-shot sound, unaccounted for earlier, was only a motorcycle backfire or some other noise.  In a rare public response today, G. Robert Blakey, the chief counsel of the House Select Committee on Assassina-tions, said "it is not true" that the two ex-'perts had backed off in any way from their conclusion. "Everything we've had since their testimony- tends to eonfirni it," hesaid. 	- 	 - - 	-- 

The draft report also says that irrunedi-ately after the assassination the Presi-dent's brother Robert suspected that Jimmy Hoffa, former president of the In-ternational Brotherhood of. Teamsters, might have been involved. 	 , - "The committee learned that Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and White House Chief of Staff Kenneth O'Donnell contacted several associates about the possibility of teamsters union or organ ized crime involvement," the draft report said 
. However, House investigators have no direct evidence that either Mr. Hoffa or mob leaders conspired to assassinate the • President, according to the draft materi- 
Robert Kennedy was himself slain at a 'Los Angeles hotel in June 1968. Sirban B. &Item a Palestinian immigrant, is serv-ing a life term for Robert Kennedy's slay-ing. Mr. Hoffa disappeared on July 30, 1975 and has not been seen since. 
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