
Nothing's new under the JFK-assassination SUll, but that won't stop the conspiracy buffs 
who attended Bostan's assassination conference last week. They're aiming for the big-time, 
a mass movement . . . and they haven't got a chance. 
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by Allen Graubard 

First be forewarned that nothing new about 
the assastinetion of John F Kennedy came 
out during the weekend "Polities of 
Conspiracy" conference (January 31-
February 2) held at Boston University by 
the Assassination Information Bureau 
(MB). The Bureau is a Cambridge-based 
organization of people who collect and dis-
tribute information on political 
assassmationt and possible conspiracies 
relating to these assassinations. 

What is new, as Mark Lane. author of 
"Ruth to Judgement," and other speakers 
pointed out, is the climate of opinion in the 
country today. The Pentagon Papers. 
Watergate. "dirty tricks" units, CIA and 
FBI Illegal domestic intelligence operations 
have made many Americans, including 
Congressmen and Senators. much more 
paranoid. 

So first the old evidence was trotted out. 
It goes back to the flint years after the JFK 
assassination when ended of book. and ar-
ticles appeared which remounted all of the 
various ways the Warren Commission ig-
nored or twisted evidence. The key point 
then. as both Mark Lane and Edward lay 
Epstein. author of "Inquest" explained in 
detail, it the difficulty of the theory that 
Oswald was the single assassin. that he shot 
three bullets from the sieth floor window in 
the Book Depository Building where he 
worked, that one bullet wounded Kennedy 00 
in the neck and inflicted several wounds on I 
Governor Connolly, and that a second 
bullet killed the President by blowing off 
part of his head. All these shots came from 
behind the Presidential car. 

According to the AIR, the most compell-
ing counter-evidence is the famous 
Zapruder film, the showing of which was a 
high point in the conference. The Yotient 
backward motion of the President's head 
after the head shot hit u considered by 
many as conclusive evidence that a shot had 
to Cantle from the front. that Oswald was 
not alone, and that the Warren Commis-
sion was a cover-up. But even this par-
ticular point Is over a decade old: a 
Philadelphia lawyer named Vincent Saban-
dria pointed out the backward head move. 
merit, using superimposed stills. scum after 
the Warren Commission report came out. 

These assassination researchers are clear-
ly right, however, in thinking that the times 
are much more propitious now for a 
respectful hearing of the kind of thing 
they've been Baying for years. In fact, the 
publicity following the conference — * 
front page article in The Boston Globe, a 
substantial piece in The New York Times. 
news service releases describing the 
Zapruder film and the claimed significance 
of what it shows — confirms that. And it 
also explain& the one angry outburst of the 
weekend. when Mark Lane called on Site 

*.  MB to set some itandarsla_anclnaiJecthe 
growing movement be discredited by  
association with statements and 
speculations that are so elap as to leave the 
whole mnverrient_uggaLlo ridicule, ISee bcia 
on the conspireciLcraziet.)  

But if Lane antriFe others are right about 
the new clinlilte, arc they right in thinking 
the JFK assassination and the call to open 
up a new inquiry on it are as they claim. the 
keys to a significant social movement' 
Yankees and Cowboys 
Ever sines the movement of the "NH 
disappeared as an organized national 
presence, radicals have been on the lookout 
for an !nue that could bring people 
together in a politically effective way, with a 
national focus that would Illuminate the 
working of the system and move people to 
press for significant social change. And so 
some of them settled an "Who Killed 
JFK?" 

Now we're at the heart of the "Politics or 
conspiracy." The reasoning put forward 
during the conference was that Watergate 
and the continuing revelations concerning 
the CIA, FBI. and other security sgencses 
have presented an opportunity to mobilize 
people against whet Carl Oglesby. former 
SOS national president and theoretical 
spokesman for the A113. refers to as 
"clandeniniern." Then, by basing a cam-
paign on the idea that., as Mark Lane said.  

nature of a plot and a cover.cp will be 
solid basis on which "progressive" and 
"left" perspectives and programs will grow. 

But this confidence really needs support 
from n ronermo theory of the conspiracy. 
the cover-up, and the alleged political con-
lequencet; and this, tactically, is not part of 
what the AIB pins forward as its political 
program. Actually, the only theory 
developed at length was Carl Oglesby's 
"Yankee-Cowboy" interpretation of 
American ruling class struggles_ 

Oglesby presented his theory to a packed 
hall on Saturday afternoon. He spoke 
without notes or interruption for well over 
two hours, and his presentation was an 
eloquent roar de force. It presented a picture 
of American political development, built 
around the metaphor of "Yankee mind" 
venue "Cowboy mind," or eastern Europe. 
oriented banking and monopolistic mul-
tinational corporate "liberal Yankees" in 
struggle with Westward-expanding, 
Southern and Southwestern based, Asia-
looking, frontier-minded, entrepreneunal, 
militaristic reactionary Cowboys. For ex-
ample. David Rockefeller as against H.L. 
Hunt, Howard Hughes or Barry 
Goldwater. 

Lag to Oohs Oka Gregory, wart Lana and 
Florence Konnody al 20121e. of Conaphracy 
Canlarencs, 

"something went wrong in 1963 and is sill 
wrong," Ott, as Oglesby put it, we should 
attempt to restore the values of the republic 
"to cleanse the system." the assassination 
theorists hope to foster a movement that 
transcends normal politics. 

The approach is this: Get everyone to de. 
mend an investigation, whatever one's 
meting or theories, on the grounds that we 
all need the truth, no matter what it Is. As 
Donald Freed solemnly stated: "the 
American people can stand the truth, no 
matter bow terrible." In the position paper 
distributed by the AIR. Oglesby WOW. 
We all have an interest in finding out for a 

certainty what that truth is, If, as certain 
right-wingers (e.g. LB!) have broadly 
hinted, the assassination plot of Dallas will 
the work of Castro partisan., then we all 
need to know that." 

or course, it's obvious that none of the 
people at the conference seriously consider 
that any such -pro-Castro caber truth 
would emerge from an effective Investiga-
tion. What they expect is revelations which 
will have "radical" implications. that the 
doings of criminal elites, closely tied to real 
criminal forces in the form of the "Syn-
dicate" will be uncovered, and that the est. 

Woven into the talk wad a fascinating 
construction of the life and significance of 
Howard Hughes as the archetype Cowboy 
and a description of the interpenetration of 
high come (Meyer Lansky and the "mob") 
Hughes' economic doings (Las Vegas, 
TWA, etc.), and the political career of 
Richard Nixon, the mob's man going hack 
to 1943. according to Oglesby's conception. 

But a key point for Oglesby's theory or 
any politics of assassination is the inter-
pretation of 'John F. Kennedy himself. 
Oglesby conceived Kennedy as seriously 
offending "Cowboy sensibility" by starting 
several ''blistering radical moves" that 
would have eventually made him in some 
sense "the leading New Leftist." 

Kennedy is described as having an in-
stinct then an important new departure was 
needed In foreign policy so as to ensure 
peace in a "system of rationality" such as 
Wilson contemplated, a system sensibly run 
by Atlantic-oriented monopoly-capitalist 
Yankees. And by talking about an end to 
the Cold War, by threatening oil depletion 
allowances, but most importantly, by his 
Vietnam policy, Kennedy signed his own 
death warrant. Such is the theory. 

(Conninurd no page 



C
o

n
sp

irm
y th

eo
ries in

 p
rin

t, d
istrib

u
ted

 at th
e C

o
n

feren
ce. 

C
o

n
sp

iracy 
(C

ontinued from
 page 51 

O
g

le
sb

y's in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 V
ie

tn
a

m
 

policy is the key. In his view
, the C

ow
boys 

m
oved to define a theater of vital interest in 

Indochina. K
ennedy w

as w
illing to let them

 
m

e
s
s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

re
 w

ith
 a

 little
 

"cla
n

d
e

stin
ism

," b
u

t h
e

 co
n

ce
ive

d
 o

f re
a

l 
lim

ita
tio

n
s o

n
 a

n
y co

m
m

itm
e
n
ts, a

n
d
 th

e
 

fru
stra

tio
n
s w

h
ich

 w
e
re

 b
e
g
in

n
in

g
 to

 flo
w

 
from

 them
, as adversely affecting E

uropean 
relations, w

hich are supposedly m
uch m

ore 
central than A

sia to the Y
ankee sensibility. 

S
o

 h
e

 b
e

g
a

n
 a

 d
e

-e
sca

la
tio

n
, b

y w
h

ich
 I 

a
ssu

m
e

 O
g

le
sb

y m
e

a
n

s th
e

 W
h

ite
 H

o
u

se
 

announcem
ent on O

ctober 2. 1963, follow
-

ing M
cN

am
ara's return from

 S
aigon w

ith a 
fo

o
lis

h
ly

 o
p

tim
is

tic
 a

s
s
e

s
s
m

e
n

t o
f th

e
 

m
ilita

ry situ
a

tio
n

 (n
e

ith
e

r th
e

 first n
o

r la
st 

of these). T
he assessm

ent w
as that a thou-

sand m
en probably co

u
ld

 b
e
 w

ith
d
ra

w
n
 b

y 
the end of the year and the m

ajor part of the 
A

m
e
rica

n
 m

ilita
ry ta

sk co
m

p
le

te
d
 b

y th
e
 

end of 1965. 
T

hen com
es the fateful day in D

allas. A
s 

The kind of claim
s and speculations that ia-

;F
ire

d
 M

a
rl L

a
n

e
T

h
  ca

m
e

 m
a

in
ly fro

m
 

M
a
e
 B

ru
sse

l- a
n

d
 S

h
e

rm
a

n
 S

ko
ln

ick, b
o

th
 

fu
ll-tim

e
 p

ro
fe

s
s
io

n
a
l a

s
s
a
s
s
in

a
tio

n
 

researchers. 
F

rom
 B

russel w
e learn that: 

—
 

S
h
e

 p
re

d
icte

d
 B

o
b

b
y K

e
n

n
e

d
y's 

assassination and C
happaquidick, and that 

w
ith

in
 th

e
 n

e
x
t fe

w
 m

o
n
th

s
, N

e
ls

o
n
 

R
o
cke

fe
lle

r w
ill b

e
 kille

d
 d

u
rin

g
 a

 b
o
m

b
 

sca
re

 (b
y frig

h
t?

) a
n
d
 R

o
n
a
ld

 R
e
a
g
a
n
 w

ill 
b
e
 in

sta
lle

d
 a

s th
e
 h

e
a
d
 o

f th
e
 to

ta
l p

o
lice

 
state: 

—
 S

he has the nam
es of everyone w

ho 
w

a
s in

vo
lve

d
 in

 th
e

 m
u

rd
e

r o
f JF

K
 a

n
d

 a
ll 

th
e

 d
e

ta
ils. S

h
e

 re
a

d
 th

e
m

 o
u

t lo
u

d
, b

u
t 

people ignored them
; 

"J. E
d

g
a

r H
o

o
ve

r w
a

s m
u

rd
e

re
d

. H
e

 
ingested apple pie and there w

ere C
ubans in 

h
is h

o
u
se

." (S
h
e
 w

a
s w

illin
g
 to

 sta
ke

 h
e
r 

re
p

u
ta

tio
n

 o
n

 th
is.) 

F
rom

 S
kolnick w

e learn that: 
—

 
T

h
e

 U
n

ite
d

 A
irlin

e
s
 flig

h
t th

a
t 

cra
sh

e
d

, killin
g

 D
o

ro
th

y H
u

n
t, th

e
 w

ife
 o

f 
E

. H
o
w

a
rd

 H
u
n
t, w

a
s sa

b
o
ta

g
e
d
 b

y th
e
  

th
e
 th

e
o
ry

 h
a
s
 it, K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 is

 k
ille

d
 b

y
 

"C
o

w
b

o
y g

u
n

p
la

y," a
n

d
 in

 b
o

th
 d

o
m

e
stic 

and foreign policy the good, new
 directions 

a
re

 re
v
e
rs

e
d
 b

y
 L

y
n
d
o
n
 J

o
h
n
s
o
n
, th

e
 

le
a

d
in

g
 C

o
w

b
o

y p
o

liticia
n

. (L
a

tin
 A

m
e

rica
 

is a
n

o
th

e
r a

re
a

 w
h

e
re

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y w
a

s su
p

-
posed to be developing im

portant new
 ap-

proaches, although O
glesby didn't m

ention 
th

a
t o

n
e

 o
f K

e
n

n
e

d
y's la

st a
ctio

n
s in

 L
a

tin
 

A
m

e
ric

a
 w

a
s
 th

e
 o

v
e
rth

ro
w

 o
f C

h
e
d
d
i 

Jagan's leftist governm
ent in G

uyana.)' 
T

he result of the assassination, then, is an 
im

m
ediate turn tow

ards a m
assive escala-

tio
n
 in

 V
ie

tn
a
m

, a
 p

h
o
n
y
 re

tro
g
ra

d
e
 

d
o

m
e

stic re
fo

rm
 p

ro
g

ra
m

, a
n

d
 th

e
 rise

 o
f 

the unconstitutional "clandestinism
" w

hich 
h

a
s ch

a
ra

cte
rize

d
 o

u
r g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t e
ve

r 
since the assassination and cover-up. A

nd 
so it goes. 
T

h
e R

etu
rn

 o
f C

am
elo

t 
D

oes it m
ake sense? N

o. 
W

h
y d

id
n

't Y
a

n
ke

e
 lib

e
ra

ls w
h

o
 sh

a
re

d
 

K
e

n
n

e
d

y's "p
ro

g
re

ssive
 p

e
rsp

e
ctive

" o
p

-
pose the w

ar at this tim
e? A

fter all, it m
ight 

s
e
e
m

 to
 a

 c
a
s
u
a
l o

b
s
e
rv

e
r th

a
t it w

a
s
 

K
ennedy's closest advisers w

ho, follow
ing 

C
IA

 u
n

d
e

r o
rd

e
rs o

f th
e

 o
w

n
e

rs o
f U

n
ite

d
 

A
irlin

e
s, th

e
 th

re
e
 te

le
visio

n
 n

e
tw

o
rks, 

N
elson and D

avid R
ockefeller and C

harles 
P

ercy; 
—

 R
ichard N

ixon has covered up for the 
R

o
ckcfe

lle
rs fo

r ye
a
rs. sin

ce
 W

in
th

ro
p
 

R
ockefeller gave aw

ay atom
ic secrets to the 

R
ussians; 
—

 T
om

 H
ayden and R

ennie D
avis have 

alw
ays been governm

ent agents, and w
ere 

planted in poor com
m

unities as organizers 
back in the early '60s as part of their "deep 
co

ve
r." 

D
ick G

re
g

o
ry m

a
d

e
 a

n
 u

n
a

n
n

o
u

n
ce

d
 

appearance at the conference and spoke at 
s
e
v
e
ra

l s
e
s
s
io

n
s
. T

h
o
u
g
h
 h

e
 is

 n
o
t 

sp
e

cifica
lly in

to
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
s, h

e
 is h

ig
h

 
o

n
 th

e
 p

a
ra

n
o

id
 list. H

e
 ta

lke
d

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 
g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t's p
la

n
 to

 sta
rve

 m
o

st o
f u

s, 
re

fe
rrin

g
 to

 "s
u
p
e
r-ra

ts
" th

a
t h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

d
e

ve
lo

p
e

d
. N

a
p

a
lm

 ca
n

't kill th
e

m
. T

h
e

y 
a
re

 p
re

se
n
tly e

a
tin

g
 a

ll th
e
 g

ra
in

 in
 In

d
ia

. 
w

h
o
se

 sta
rva

tio
n
 w

ill b
e
 a

 d
ry-ru

n
 b

e
fo

re
 

the rats are tried on us. In four years, eighty 
percent of us w

ill be dead. 	
—

A
.G

. 

K
ennedy's repeated pronouncem

ents that 
w

e
 m

u
st n

o
t p

u
ll o

u
t o

f V
ie

tn
a
m

, p
la

n
n
e
d
 

and defended the escalation for Johnson. I 
m

e
a

n
 "th

e
 b

e
s
t a

n
d

 th
e

 b
rig

h
te

s
t" -

R
o

b
e

rt M
cN

a
m

a
ra

, M
a

xw
e

ll T
a

ylo
r, th

e
 

B
u

n
d

ys, th
e

 R
o

sto
w

s, R
o

g
e

r H
ilsm

a
n

, 
D

e
a
n
 R

u
sk, e

t a
l, w

ith
 th

e
 su

p
p
o
rt a

n
d
 

co
lla

b
o
ra

tio
n
 o

f R
e
p
u
b
lica

n
 Y

a
n
ke

e
s like

 
N

e
ls

o
n

 R
o

c
k
e

fe
lle

r a
n

d
 H

e
n

ry
 C

a
b

o
t 

Lodge, our am
bassador in S

aigon. 
E

ve
n
 B

o
b
b
y K

e
n
n
e
d
y d

id
n
't co

m
e
 o

u
t 

against the w
ar for several m

ore years, after 
it had becom

e m
uch bigger and increasingly 

u
n
p
o
p
u
la

r, a
n
d
 th

e
 g

ro
w

in
g
 m

o
ve

m
e
n
t o

f 
o
p
p
o
s
itio

n
 h

a
d
 b

e
g
u
n
 to

 s
p
lit th

e
 

D
e

m
o

cra
tic" P

a
rty. (O

g
le

sb
y's rh

e
to

rica
l 

fo
rm

u
la

tio
n

 th
a

t th
e

 "sh
a

m
e

 o
f lib

e
ra

lism
" 

is 
th

a
t lib

e
ra

ls le
t th

e
 co

ve
r-u

p
 g

o
 u

n
-

challenged, and, "being sham
efaced, how

 
co

u
ld

 th
e

y g
o

 a
g

a
in

st th
e

 w
a

r?
" is h

a
rd

ly 
satisfactory as an explanation of the intense 
su

p
p
o
rt fo

r th
e
 w

a
r o

n
 th

e
 p

a
rt o

f m
a
n
y 

K
ennedy liberals.) A

nd the idea that John-
s
o
n
's

 c
iv

il rig
h
ts

 a
n
d
 G

re
a
t S

o
c
ie

ty
 

p
ro

g
ra

m
s w

e
re

 so
m

e
h
o
w

 m
o
re

 p
h
o
n
y (o

r 
m

o
re

 p
a
rticu

la
rly "C

o
w

b
o
y" in

 sp
irit) th

a
n
 

K
ennedy's dom

estic proposals is ridiculous. 
W

hat is obvious in O
glesby's approach is 

a
 re

viva
l o

f th
e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y-N

e
w

 F
ro

n
tie

r-
C

a
m

e
lo

t se
n

tim
e

n
ta

lism
 th

a
t m

a
n

y m
o

n
k  

fe
lt in

 th
e

 e
a

rly 6
0

's, b
e

fo
re

 m
o

re
 ra

d
ica

l 
p
e
rsp

e
ctive

s w
e
re

 d
e
ve

lo
p
e
d
 a

n
d
 sp

re
a
d
 

(iro
n
ica

lly b
y, a

m
o
n
g
 o

th
e
rs. C

a
rl O

g
le

sb
y 

h
im

se
lf). It is se

n
tim

e
n

ta
lism

 b
e

ca
u

se
, in

 
fa

ct, K
e
n
n
e
d
y d

id
 n

o
t m

a
ke

 a
n
y kin

d
 o

f 
ideological breakthrough, nor w

as he m
ov-

ing to bring about real changes. A
nd so the 

conspiracy interpretation of the assassina-
tio

n
 is le

ft w
ith

o
u
t a

 m
o
tiva

tin
g
 political 

lever. 
B

u
t if o

n
e

 d
o

u
b

ts th
e

 W
a

rre
n

 C
o

m
m

is- 
sion version 	

and it is hard not to doubt it 
—

 th
e
n
 o

n
e
 is le

ft w
ith

 a
 ve

ry fru
stra

tin
g
 

m
yste

ry, a
n

d
 O

g
le

sb
y's p

a
ssio

n
 to

 m
a

ke
 

sense of the event in som
e plausible context 

is understandable. S
till, it's just not an issue 

w
hich touches people's lives, E

ven if there 
w

a
s so

m
e
 co

m
p
le

x p
ro

ce
ss b

y w
h
ich

 a
n
 

elaboration of a theory like O
glesby's could 

connect the assassination to the im
m

ediate 
fa

cts o
f th

e
 d

e
e

p
e

st e
co

n
o

m
ic d

e
p

re
ssio

n
 

sin
ce

 th
e

 '3
0

s, a
n

 e
n

e
rg

y crisis, p
o

llu
tio

n
, 

u
n
e
m

p
lo

ym
e
n
t, in

fla
tio

n
, jo

b
 a

lie
n
a
tio

n
, 

urban crim
e, inadequate housing, and even 

cu
rre

n
t fo

re
ig

n
 p

o
licy, it isn

't cle
a
r h

o
w

 
su

ch
 a

n
 a

b
stra

ct, b
a

ro
q

u
e

, a
cco

u
n

t o
f ru

l-
ing class struggles w

ould m
otivate a m

ass 
m

ovem
ent anyw

ay. 
C

ow
boys or Y

ankees, does it really m
ake 

a d
ifferen

ce?
 	

■
 

Y
e

s
, B

u
t D

o
 th

e
 C

u
b

a
n

s
 A

ls
o

 H
a

v
e

 S
u

p
e

r-R
a

ts
?

 


