Dear Clay, 3/5/99

I appreciate your letter dated February 22_1:}1.9.1: was atop the package that
cume today. I read the letter and responsd before locvlkding at the rest of 1t/ And
Issure you that I do not question your motives and can't begin to tell you how
mach 1 appreciate what ypu have dene and are doiggs

But I think that largely you read into what you have read that is not there.
At the same time in what you imply, that I am from time to time angry, you are
1075 ceezect. It is unhidden in my writing in part because honesty demands it.

I used a\Pighli ghter as I read it and I'll nddesa it from the top.

I do not remember the lotter you refer to and iﬁ there is in it whit you'
see it comes at least mostly from what has no counection with the work. I can %
begin to tell you the current stresses and what I am aware thgt they ave doin;.

I may ngt be aware of gll of it but what I am asare of is more tlyn enough.

The only thing I can rsmember th@t you could have taken that way is the
great frustration I had with the c@nfusion caused by getting the color into
the Lovelady picturws. I spent savarq]ff-mu.ms trying to figure out w how it showld

be and that, for my present state of mind, was muJ; too much, I finally jk've up
on it. Yet it may have been @imple and I just didn't catch it. I was aware of
thit and tiffat is the reason] kopt, trying to figure it out.

I an awsare that getting rouse up is not healthifor me and I try to avoid it
and when I cannot I take clValium. Dut thanks for the cautionf.

When L do not send you whﬁf’; I've corrected in red that is because [ got mimed
up. I tried other colors years ago end red seemed to me to catch th4 eye better.
That means for the retyped and for me in going over what is retyped. When f_"_’do not
send the red _l"' was confused.

I do not have to ¥ told there is ni)malicious /ﬁnten-l;. And I also do appreciate
the cundor. I'1l be giving thigs more thousht later, when my mind is not on other
things or wanting to get onto them.

Un the new LIntriaduction for Inside, if you think it is OK please find some
way of inserting it at the begigning. énd for what I have to give rto you on the
Mailer ms, therc is an added note thgt I ask you becquue you have a clearer

recollection of the content by chupter than L1 do, it add it at the ens of one
you believe is appropriatc for it. & k(7 O ﬂu. M W/IWM:?—/DMJ /ML‘?

What L think is not easy for younger people to understend that even those of

us who had photographic memor:Les lose them and, as with me, car:l have trouble

remembering a letter of such ¥ recent writing.
Liy npprbciatét you call and told me aboWt it. She will also appreciate the




boaut4ful axalea that came when I was not here. ] misad it by five minutes, The
shape L am in required that first * open the doo¥; then fix the storm door open,
then, after unloading the little # had like mail, I went hacf\neld on‘h/{he reil
witil\m;y can'njust inside the door, and picied it up. Inside th hosue I held it ag
against my body and heid the cane ;' n tho other hinde I'm actually afreid to try
and talce it out 4o the car but I'll get someone to take it in to hers I'm alsq_ a
aflvaid of trying to carry it into the nursing home from where L can park,

It se=ms to be plunted in soilq so I can l/atar it and when it is finished
blooming we'll get Eddie who does the mowing to plant it where “il says. Haybe
where ywe have other azaleus, ¥g where the soil{ is suitable acid.

If‘ Iil can get up and w\ﬁ( over to ¥ .u when you are here that will be some
form Efmagic So she Wm‘:t be able to go to lana's with us.

T hat is one of the things that are getting to me. She has not been able to
walk since mid%October and the Jonger Mse is off her feet the longer it will take
her to get back on them. 8he has been in cinstant painf since the Thurs day bLe-
fore, at her request, *Moved her from the nursing home to which th: hsopital sent
her. I phoned its "wedical director" and he did not return the call over that
weekend, the home phoned him each of thise thre/days and he did not return the
calls £ftn the home, and I suspect that innocently the physical therapist, vhb
could not have been informed about the more recent hip operoﬁon because the
hospital did not report it, had heer do more than she djould have,

On{y the theme of opposing emotions and trust and mistrust and subsequent
betrayal, I could not care less about Posner and the reason I wrote Waﬂe
(Ipen was to set the record tr?' 1:., He ‘&'Ld) con us both, as did his wife, but
that was not ak’actor in myﬁmwmc'#ﬁé,-‘lgucg or what 1 said ;‘U ite What was published

i about 20-25/ of what * wrote not all of which has been retyped. I gave Jerry
one of th: two retyped copies I had, something\tﬁppanad h{at least parts of it,
and I've just loened him my file copy/. Un the ofhers yoy ,ention what you think
you see is not likely because I never had any use for any of them, I told Living-
ls&t??a not to come back three times. I ducked Lifton after his first jhone call to
ma-/"/ never had any u-e for that phony Brown although with his f:].rs;{phone call,

when I knew nothing about him, I told him to whom to speak to get his mxf
book that turned out to be ;':;ﬁ’:’ published. He was qu-.'lte annoying when he was
here to videotape for lal Verja, did not know what he was doing, and wasted much
time for me.

On that I am aware that I am inclined not to be tolg erant &l this stage of
my life

I've told all the p @ople I' 4 asked to get a psychistrist to examine *il



that I should be included. Including just about an hour before the mail came.
But I think you are wrong about "perceptions of betrayal." I have too little
to so with those others for that to be a factor, But I am sometines aware of
feeling that some I care for shall I say let me down from time %o time? But 4
I do lmow they have their own lives to lead. S -
Ok the frustration you are 1005 correct and that extends to many areas but
not really to the work I'vf/uved with those realities too intimiately and too
long. . 6
As & magér of facl whenTI had a chance this morning to talk to someone -
who might be able tc\be of some help although 1 hardlg knbw him I did just what
you say is a good th:i_lgt’ Prgblem is there is nobody arcund here to whom I can talk
like that amd who can do anything, nobody * knou. And those are raag‘ and oppressive
probéigh gﬁ whichl am aware and the probability is that they will be getting harder
when * am in dielysis. If I do not have to have the prostate rotf-rooter job dong
over before them. And I am as well aware as I went to be of what I was treated
for at Hopld.ns three years ago. And of the ensuing feebleness.
If 1 told you abowt it, I was angry with “‘edicere for repossessing the hospital
bgltha't: had been prescribed., That could have happened later but meanwhile, if
there had been the possbility of 1il's coming home, she'd have had no bed. The
same thing is true about the special chair that was prescribed. That way to
have becn paid for by Medicare, I had to put out the $700 for it, and it is sitting
unused and Yedicare has not paid for ile.
The unjustified medical bills are also a real problem. We have a second in-
surer and the hospital is scnding ill when the second insurer has not refusefﬂ
to pay them and wimEx Wi 1 Hout can't until after hearing drom Pedicare, I feur ‘
that & friend who was handling hthe books before tax se:son pai;l about a half dozen lﬂr[é
for which the hospital) by this dirty trick’will be peid twice. I've hung up on
the collection agency when + C&lﬂ,ht them lying and tgld thamm to call
me when the /Kos;pitnl bas a refusal t¢ pay from the second insurer.
Fﬁm my experience with the nursing homes they are more like storage bins for
human wegetableé§. il has been in pain for seme time and no doctors has examined
her or even questioned her about |",t and we wonder 'dhgt fﬁf‘ poasibl?f keep her in
pain for so long. L made an issue of that at the home fh—i's morng.)@;)
There looms the financial problem. Lil's Medicare will run out soon and then
thd costs get heavy. For not getting indicated medical feare!
What you refer to fs my bonds with my fanily avetot the problem you seem to
see. I have two sisters -';r;ho have between them four children, f whom have their
ovn lives and interests. Dut tthere is no ali¢nation and I've kept in touch with




my gister and they ir:ni""[cirm their families. The oider one is not able to drive

the distance and the y?).ngar ohe currcntly has a husband with some serious health

problems, as dc&x\és one of their daughters. But’h;ere is nothing like anything lilke

alienation. V¢ have bLeen and vwe romuin failgclose but separated by distunce. / @

OAP:[].'B gide they have not been close and the ones who are closer relations

are not close by, a sister, a brodher and a sister-in-law. I've kept them infi;rmed,
some of them phone fil and juﬂt}bcd&v 4 I‘.eaw she has card.f’from some,

Her older sister has a sonfl who lives not far away but he has n@&ver been real
close and he just-ed hadl surgery, his wife has overcome a stroke and that sort of
ties him down, and his children have their own l;.ven and intercsts. Before all of
this we ravely sav any of them exdept one by his first marrisge. When [il wes in
the hospit:l and first in a nursinghome she was a regular visitor. She has an
ailing higband and witL\ the sons grown and gone they have just mobéd and she is
now getting them settled in after work. She works full-time. She and we and her
hasband have gzood relations.

Where there were bonds they vere not broken cmd need no renewing, With some
of the great-nephews and nieces, they uever wanted to be cl ose ¢nd were not 'b%
there is no alienation, I deubt any but Yone has gone to see til

I do not tiri:mc I an enbittored and * hope | am not! I have no trouble falling
asleep but some medical prubglmu hake me often and I then have no‘ttouble getting
back tv sleep.. Surg I have had dis¢ppoiniments with some of the people but who
does not.

I appreciate the time you've tuken to think about this and to copfiunicate it
and when L can I'll give it more thought but I think what is\(}aflectad thet you
interpret as you do is that I hate to waste cmy" of J‘_the little time I have and am
frustrated by what I can do 1itTle or nothing iuegl': in our lives. When you are here,
if you have the time. I'll sho. you a long letter ?’sent tto '_;bdicah'e when it asked

me about Iil's "accident."I am concerned that we can run out od‘ money, I am co
concerned that I may not be able t:{help Lil when she necds help or that she may
te a parnmnentfﬂursing—homa resident and that L may not be hs':ire to be of the
little help that I can be, !I am concerved abimut the state of her mind and my
inability to get any of our doctors to do a thing about.it. I am upset because
there was negligence ithat ruined her and that at our ages there may be little we
can doTabout, it, probably nothing. But I am trying and if you have the time #
I'd like to discuss witl/you what L plan for the neyuture. I have raised with

bgdicars the poasibility- of faud in theiijeing bills/ for what ﬂE hospital end the
nursing home did that - believe is [Wegligence. Before then,,and _-}‘r;eld off on this,




I trllled ti see the head of the hpspita\l through the mistitled patient repres-
ent tive, I've huard nothing from her, no acceptance or ‘usal from him, and it
hag been more than a month. I also wrote her and asked for copietla of #i1's records
and got no response. Then I tried somecne elsc and was told that ge‘;Etting them
Weill cost $15 plus 50¢ & pages I've sent the $15 gnd shou}d hear soon but there
seems to be a hangup over what I regard as the Megligence,I do ngt know that
bhe matter got to the head ol the hospital and can believe that it was cut off
Y ¥tore it got tlere. "‘eau.g{milo, there is only one hospital in the county for' the
doctors to use so th:yfgx are nl17drarei'ul not to antagonize anyone on its
staff. )

T an aware that, as you say, what I {Cm doing may just sit oﬁa shelf, I am
also awere that what you are doing is important in giving it more shelves to
sit on, so tv speak. But I have belicved and do believe that if L do not do it (.‘
it will nok be done and if it is not on some shelf to Le found what is in it will
never be found. I have no reason to be)_ieve that if I do not do what I am doing
that }1; will ever be done. 1,1‘ it is done and not use) at least it is there to be
used, But if it is not d’;,ythere is no possibility of its being used. That 1 do
flesl this way and have tells you how much what you are doing means to me!

Havinc,%this situation has not beed a frustration to me for many years, not
after my early experiencaf/ The reality is clear enough but as you lkmowm it has
not stopped me and all the many new problems + have have not either.

It was good of yoy to take the time fur an/:r this ad\%ica and 1 do appreciate

that, too,Many thanlks!

I told Lil today that you are coming and she looks forward to it, as I also
do and I'm sure the McKnights also do.

If you have time gquestion me about these things that are on your mind when
you are here. And at this point Lil phoned. I'd been to the fatien'b_:'s rep., as the
proper chamél to ths head of the hospital about fi.ve weeks ago. When she did not
get in touch after two weels I aske:’?‘;r.“or copies of all f,__-l.l's rocords., That was
thre'gweelca amo. When L heard nothing!lf took another channel and sent in a signed
request by {41, with a check. And ti]1 just told me that the patient's rep. was .jua'f’
in to see her nd to get her tp sién all over again. In “il's fstate of mind she

apprently did not 436l tell her thit she bad already signed for them, So, I vonder
if there can be soine hanky-ppanky.l just phoned medical records and was told
that they caunot release the records because the file is not comflete. ABter a
while L learned that th/ discharge swmmary is missing. I said I'd come in for the
rest and would get the discharge swmiary when it was ready. I'm no¥ stonewalled

on that until the middle of next week. IM




I saidhot tg goail it, that I'd come in for it. She said i not all that s
unu for there to be delays with a discharge aummyry. Now three weeks aftor
discharge. Maybe tlds was unusual for them and maybe I just had the notion that
there was something in the mind of the woman to whom L spoke but I did tell her
that we want all of them., And I do hop2 there is no hanky-panky,>

Of course I also wonder why the patient's rep was not back in touch with me
and ignoved my request for the records for three eweeks. A.ndThan gé{a to
see 141 and I can only wonder what she may have gptten [41 to sign and if it
is only c@ncidence that she went to see Ei.}. ffor the first time aftwe so
long o time because I'd mad¢ a request for ,the records of if something was in
channels and she had just been told whatever Qhe may luiCa b;n told,

lﬂ,I guess that surglcal patients ave disharged without a discharge summery
on Tile and with copiss to the nursing home to which the patient is sent.




