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Memoranda of telephone interviews or conversations and personal interviews are contained in this appendix in aphabetical orrier, as follows: 

Baity, James T., September 27,'1976 
Barnett, James O., September 27, 1976 
Baumgardner, F.J., December 22, 1976 
Bloeser, Richard, July 15, 1976 
Boatwright, James R., September 23, 1976 
and October 20, 1976 
Buchanan, John T., October 15, 1976 
Canale, Phil M., SepteMber 21,- 1976 
Canipe, Guy W., Jr.,'July 7, 1976 
Carlisle, John, September 20, 1976 
and September 22, 1976 
Crumby, W.O., September 17,1976 
Dollahite, Vernon V., July 6, 1976 
DwyeE, Robert K., July 6,1976 "4""443'pr'1"-*GhoriflIT7 Judson E., July 7, 1976 
Hamilton, Edward A., September 27, 1976 
Hester, Joseph, June 23, 1976 and 
July 8, 1976 

Holloman, Frank, September 15, 1976 
Howe, Ray, July 8,1975 
Huie, William B., September 15, 1976 
Internal Security Division Representatives, 
September 8, 1976 

Jensen, Robert, July 7, 1976 
Johnson, R.T., December 21, 1976 
Lesar, James H., December 13, 1976 
and December 14, 1976 

Long, Richard E., December 30, 1976 
Macdonald, James C., September 16, 1976 
and December 22, 1976 

Manuel, Philip, September 20, 1976 and 
September 23, 1976 
McCollough, Marren, July 12, 1976 
McFerren, John, July 9, 1976 and 
November 16, 1976 

McGowan, Clem J., December 23, 1976 
McKay, Louis, July 8, 1976 
Miontedonioo, Eddie L. (Attorneys for), 
July 8,1976 
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Newsom, Floyd E., Sr., July 8, 1976 
Peelman, J.S., December 21, 1976 

Ray, Jerry, December 20, 1976 
Redditt, Edward E., July 8, 1976 
and September 28, 1976 

Richmond, Willie B., July 7, 1976 
and September 28, 1976 

Rivalto, Arthur J., September 27, 1976 
Routt, W.E., September 27, 1976 
Smith, Jack, September 27, 1976 
Tines, Graydon P., September 20, 1976 
Stanton, Hugh, Jr., September 17,1976 
and September 23, 1976 
Wallace, Norvell E., July 8, 1976 
Zachary, Nevelyn E., September 15, 1976 
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4.• 

•Mernirandurn of Interview of James T. Baity  

I telephoned James T. Baity, Captain Memphis Fire Department, 	 on September 27, 1976, regarding the detail of firemen Norvell Wallace and Floyd Newsom on April 3rd and 4th 1968. Captain Baity stated that he does not recall having anything to do with the detail of Wallace or Newsom. Chief Arthur Rivalto and Lt. John T. Buchanan were the other officers in the personnel department'at the time. However, Captain Baity said any district Chief could have ordered the men detailed. 

1 • 

• • 

Referring to the Strength Report-Firefighting (F-200737) for April 3, 1968, Captain Baity said Wallace was detailed at 10:21p.m. no reason is indicated on the report why he was detailed. Captain Baity said he was not there at the time the detail was made, as he went off duty at 4:30p.m. 

The Strength Report-Firefighting for April 4, 1968, Shows only that Newsom was detailed as of the beginning of his shift. No reason is given. Captain Baity said the only other record of the details would be the log books kept in the respective fire stations. 
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Memorandum of Interview of James O. Barnett  

On September 27, 1976, I telephoned 
James 0. Barnett, former Deputy Chief, Memphis Fire 
Department, regarding the detail on April 3rd and 4th 1968 
of firemen Marvell Wallace and Floyd Newsum. 

Barnett stated that Abby Mann, who was doing a documentary, 
had called him froth California about the same thing. He said 
the order to detail the men would have had to came from above, 
because peons in the fire department did not move men around. 
While he does not recall discussing the matter with Newsum, 
Barnett said the people on the security detail probably felt 
better without Wallace and Newsum around. 

a414)?4:1't)a-64)  F. WALKER 
If torney, Department of Justice 
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Memorandum to the Files 

Re: F.J. Baumgardner Interview 

On December 22, 1976 at 1:00 pm. E.D.T. task fdrce attorney 
Joseph F. Gross, Jr., telephonically contacted F.J. Baumgardner, 

and requested an interview from the former Chief of 
the Internal Security Section (ISS), Division 5, Domestic Intelligence. 
Nov retired from the FBI and living in Louisville, Kentucky, 
Mr. Baumgardner, as Chief ISS from 1947 or 1948 to his retirement 
December 8, 1966, had supervisory responsibilities of the King 
Security Investigation. 

At this time Mr. Baumgardner agreed to be interviewed, but 
declined to do so on that date because a trip to the drug store had 
exhausted him for the day. He directed Mr. Gross to call him at 
9:00 am. December 23, 1976, in order to arrange a time for the inter-
view. 

As requested, Mr. Baumgardner was contacted December 23, 1976, 
but declined to be interviewed 	 He 
advised to call back December 24, 1976. 

On December 24. Baumgardner was contacted but again he declined 
to be interviewed. 

he swore an oath when he entered and when he left the 
Bureau not to divulge any Bureau information he became privy to during 
his tenure. He added that a discussion of these matters would also 
be too emotional for him and that his memory was too weak. He did 
remember, however, being proud and unashamed of his work at the Bureau. 
He concluded that such an interview would not be possible and 
apologized for reversinghimself. 



Interview: 
SA Richard Bloeser 
Security Coordinator 
Los Angeles Field Office 

On July 15, 1976, Departmental attorneys Gross and 
White interviewed Los Angeles Field Office Security Coordinator 
Richard Bloeser. Bloeser was our contact during the course of 
our review of the L. A. Field Office files 7/12-15/76. 

Bloeser was most candid with us. 

We asked Bloeser why information on Martin Luther King's 
private life was collected and retained by the Bureau which 
did not bear on King's alleged association with the CP,USA. 
He advised that the target of any intelligence gathering mission 
is a composite picture of the subject(s), and therefore 
intelligence gathering has no limit. 

In connection with elsurs used on Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Bloeser advised that it is quite possible that the L.A.P.D. 
Intelligence Division received its own elsur information. 
However, if it had, and the information was shared with the 
Bureau, only the information and not the source would be 
revealed to the Bureau. 

Bloeser stated that SAC Simon (1968) had retired and 
was practicing law in Beverly Hills. ASAC Onsguard is 
deceased. 

Bloeser stated that all elsurs were specifically 
approved by Headquarters. He also stated that there were no 
"do not file" files in the L. A. office. 
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MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW OF JAMES R. BOATWRIGHT 

On September 23, 1976, James R. Boatwright, Assistant 
Chief, Memphis Fire Departrent, telephoned, in response to 
a previous request for information, and advised that former 
Lt. Jack Smith of the fire delvtrtment is now retired and 
living in Mississippi. He can be reached on telephone no. ,•• 

• 

Boatwright confirmed that Smith was FlopojNewsum's 
oanmanding officer on April 3, 1968, and was the individual 
who telephoned Newsum on the night of the 3rd and ordered him 
to report for duty at fire station no. 31 instead of no. 2 on 
the 4th. Boatwright said they were having a very tense 
situation during that time and a number of threatening calls 
(not directed against anyone in particular) had been received 
at fire station no. 2. Boatwright stated that he was the 
assistant chief dispatcher in 1968 and did not have first 
hand knowledge of the transfers. However, he said the consensus 
of opinion was that both Newsum and Norvell Wallace were 
transferred for their own protection, since they were the 
only blacks assigned to fire station no. 2. 

Boatwright stated that former captain James 0. Barnett 
is now retired and living in Memphis. His telephone no. is 

411_24=-4' (Ali/Alt()  
F. WALKER 

rney, Department of Justice 
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Reinterview of James R. Boatwright 

On October 20, 1976, James R. Boatwright, Assistant 
Chief, t4 	his Fire Department, furnished copies of: (1) 
Memphis Fire Department Strength ReporteFire Fighting 
Personnel dated April 3, 1968, for Shift "A% Battalions one 
and eight; (2) levphis Fire Department Strength Report-Fire 
Fighting.  Personnel dated April 4, 1968, for Shift "B" Battalions 
one and two; and (3) pages 94 and 95 of the fire department's 
personnel log book for shifts "A" and "B" on April 3, 1968 and 
April 4, 1968, respectively. 

Chief Boatwright explained that the above documents 
were the only records in the fire department that reflected 
the details of Firemen Norvell Wallace and Floyd Newsum on 
April 3, 1968 and April 4, 1968, repectively. According to 
Chief Boatwright the left side of the Strength Report shows the 
ntnber ()firer' that should be assigned to a company according 
to the table of organization (column 1); the second column 
Shows the number of men actually assigned; the third column 
Shows the minimum number of men for the company to operate; the 
fourth column identifies the company; and the fifth column shows 
the number of men actually on duty. 

The Strength Report for April 3, 1968, shows that 
Wallace was detailed fluutcompany 2 to company 33 at 10:21p.m. 
There were six men in company 2 prior to the detail. After 
Wallace was detailed there were five men remaining which is 
the minimum strength for the company. Company 33 was operating 
with four men (the minimum strength) before Wallace was detailed 
and he made five men or one over the minimum strength. 

Similarly, the Strength Report for April 4, 1968, shows 
that Newsum was detailed from company 55 to company 31. After 
the detail there were five men left on duty (the minimum strength) 
at company 55. On the other hand, company 31 had four men on 
duty before Newsum was detailed and he made five which was one 
man over the minirmsn strength. 

Chief Boatwright indicated that the log records maintained 
by individual fire stations had been destroyed for the year 1968. 
Moreover, the only other available record which might have a 
bearing on the subject was the personnel department's log book 



s F. Walker 
ttorney, Department of Justice 

- 2 - 

for April 3, 1968 and April 4, 1968 for Shifts "A" and "B". 
This record primarily shows the names of firemen on leave, 
etc. and does not reflect the details of Newsum or Wallace. 

Chief Boatwright could give no reason why NewsUm or 
Wallace were detailed, but said the consensus of opinion 
was they were both detailed for their awn protection, since 
they were the only blacks assigned to the station. 
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PAGE NO  94   
DAY OF WEEK. 1. 	

WE DN g S DA IT 	
I 

timt 	11OFF OR ONk NAPEE 

DAT E 
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• .... ..-.., 
W. A. JOL1NSON "OFF DEATH OF FATI-ER" AIDE - 

• T. B. GREER "OFF SICK" A2 ,_ . 	.------ 

• . 	— 
R. H. GARNER "FAILED TO SHOW" 11 '-' 

• --. 	_ 
R. WOODS "FAILED TO SHOW" 15 

8:AN C. R. DANIELS "OFF SUSPENDED FAO 
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8:F!1 A. J. RHINERSON "ON LDIITED DUTY HQ." T -1-B .- 
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fugitive and recommended a search of appropriate files. Since the 
thumb print taken from an Atlanta map found at Galt's vacated room 
in Atlanta had a unique "ulner loop" and was a very clear print, 
this was used in the search of the fugitive files. The first 100 
jackets of the file contained Ray's identity, and the other finger-
prints obtained during the investigation matched the Ray file. 

   

Regarding the directives from Headquarters, Long advised that 
they were standard procedure in a major case. He stressed that 
because of the importance of the case shorter deadlines were enforced. 
Again, Long added this was a massive investigation without restrictions. 
Long believes this was a complete, highly responsible and successful 
investigation by the FBI. Until Ray was apprehended, there was 24 
hour supervision at FBI Headquarters. 

Long stated that he was not really aware of the investigation 
by the Domestic Intelligence Division on Dr. King. He could not 
recall any contact with Division 5 and did not know that there were 
two agents from the Domestic Intelligence Division reading incoming 
teletypes. Although it is a possibility that this was being done if 
it was done it was without his knowledge. 

Long stressed that the FBI was very concerned with Ray's source 
of funds, and believes that Ray committed some type of crime to 
finance himself. Long believes that Ray was a strong racist and 
used the example of Ray not attending a softball game at the MissOuri 
state Penitentiary if blacks were even in attendance. Long explained 
that the Ray family was interviewed numerous times, but stated the 
Bureau was uncertain as to the veracity of any family members. 
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F. Walker 
ttorney, Department of Justice 

Memorandum of Interview of James C. Macdonald  

Mr. James C. Macdonald, Administrator and Referee of the Memphis Juvenile Court (formerly Chief of Police) was telephoned at his office 	on September 16, 1976, and.gpestioned about matters relating to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In response to gdestions, Mr. Macdonald stated that the police tactical units were organized in 1966 or 1967 for the purpose of preventing burglaries and robberies. The units were beefed up during the sanitation workers strike and used during the disturbances that followed. He has no first hand knowledge of the informer coverage of the "Invaders", as they did not have paid informers. But policemen did attend the sanitation workers rallies when they could get in. However, he does not recall a policeman named Merrell McCullough who infiltrated the Invaders. 

The surveillance post was set up at fire station No. 2 because Dr. King refused protection and did not want the police around him. Mr. Macdonald remembers talking to officer Edward Redditt about the threat on his life in Mr. Holloman's Office, but he does not remember the source of the threat. He said that he was in court all day with Mr. Holloman in regard to the 
injunction hearing and does not know who could have received the information about the threat. Moreover, Mr. Macdonald said he has no knowledge of the transfer of firemen Norvell Wallace and Floyd Newsom from their post of duty at fire station NO. 2 on the day prior to the assassination. After the assassination, Mr. McDonald was concerned with the disturbance that followed and played no part in the investigation. 

7777771177-77--T7777-7-7 



Memorandum of Interview of James C. Macdonald, 
Former Chief of MPD (Telephone No. 901/527-5231)  

I telephoned James C. Macdonald, former Chief of 
Police of the MPD, on December 22, 1976, and inquired about 
the security detail that was sent to the airport to meet 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 3, 1968., I informed 
Macdonald that I was referring to a report of Inspector 
G.P. Tines, dated July 17, 1968, in which it is stated that 
he (Macdonald) ordered the detail to headquarters at about 
5:00p.m. 

Macdonald stated that he would like to help in anyway 
he can and would sit down and talk with me at any time. However, 
he said those where hectic times and he has no present recollec-
tion of the detail. On the other hand, he stated that Inspector 
Tines report should be correct, since it was written July 17, 
1968. 

1)1,124:1,  
s F. Walker, Attorney 

partment of Justice 
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BANES F. WALKER 
Attorney, Department oC Justice 

Memorandum for the File  

On September 20, 1976, I telephoned Philip Manuel, 
Chief Investigator of the Senate Investigating Committee, 
a sub-committee of the Senate Committee on Government 
Operations (phone: 224-3721) and inquired whether he had 
provided information to the Memphis Police Department on 
April 4, 1968, concerning a threat on the life of Memphis 
police officer Edward E. Redditt. 

Mr. Manuel stated that in 1968 the committee was 
investigating riots and civil disorder and he did have 
some contact with the Memphis Police Department at that time. 
But, he has no present recollection of making a call and 
furnishing information to them about a threat on Redditt's 
life. 	Mr. Manuel agreed to search his records, some of whi,.h 
may be in the Archives, and will let me know if he finds anytutag. 
However, if he should find the information, he said we would. hAve 
to follow Senate Rule 30 before it could be released. (A 
request from the AG or DAG and approval by the committee and/I't' 
full Senate). 

Later in the afternoon, Mr. Manuel telephoned me an=t 
indicated that he had searched their indices and did not flua 
the name "Edward E. Redditt", which would mean that a memor!maam 
was not written. He said, however, he had requested some 01.h..c 
material from the Archives which may contain the information. 
He will call me on Friday, September 24, 1976. 

• 
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S F. WALKER 
ttorney, Department of Justice 

• Memorandum of Interview of Philip R. Manuel 

On September 28, 1976, I telephoned Philip R. Manuel 
of the Senate Investigating Committee (224-3721) regarding 
information he supplied the Memphis Police Department (MPD) 
about a threat on the life of police officer Edward E. Redditt. 
I told Manuel that records of the MPD show that he was in their 
office on the 3rd or 4th of April 1968 and furnished the 
information based on a phone call to Washington. 

Manuel stated that the incident sounds familiar, but 
he has no independent recollection. However, he said he was 
in Memphis on the 3rd and 4th of April 1968, departing by 
plane on the afternbon of the 4th. Mbreover, he said he was 
in the police department and his office does have a source in 
Mississippi. He probably did not make a record of the matter 
since the threat related to someone in Knoxville rather than 
Memphis. Therefore, he believes the information reflected 
in the MPD records is correct. 
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Memorandum of Interview With Marrell 

McCollough, Safeway Building, 

Washington, D.C., July 12, 1976.  

Harrell McCollough, a former member of the Memphis 

Police Department, was interviewed by team members 

Folsom and Walker. McCollough stated that he joined the 

MPD the day after Labor Day, 1967, graduating from the 

police academy on December 6, 1967. After graduation he 

worked as a uniformed patrolman until February of 1968. 

In February of 1968 McCollough stated that he went 

undercover for the specific purpose of infiltrating the 

"Invaders" who became active about the same time of the 

sanitation workers strike. McCollough said the "Invaders" 

consisted of about 15 members (mostly college students) 

and were a black power group similar to the Black Panthers. 

At the time, McCollough said the "Invaders" sat around and 

did a lot of talking, but were not involved in much action. 

He stated that the police department 'was concerned about 

what they might do. 

At the time of Dr. King's entry onto the strike scene, 

McCollough stated that the "Invaders" wanted part of the 

action. After the violence of March 28, 1968, they met 

With Dr. King at the Lorraine Motel and told him that if 

he wanted to keep the marches non-violent he would have 

to deal with them. They demanded cars and money for 

their organization. However, Dr. King equivocated and 

did not give them an answer. McCollough said the "Invaders" 



I 

I 
I 

I 

wanted the cars for their transportation. He said 
he was 

the only one in the group with a car, and this made
 him 

more acceptable to them. 

On April 4, 1968, the day of Dr. King,'s death, 

McCollough said he was in school the first part of 
the day. 

After school, shortly after noon, he went to the Lo
rraine 

Motel and picked up Reverend Bevel and Reverend Ora
nge to 

take them shopping for overalls which were a big it
em then. 

They returned to the Lorraine Motel sometime after 
5:00 P.M. 

He was followed to the motel by Clara Ester and Mar
y Hunt 

who were riding in another car. 

McCollough read his FBI interview statement dated 

April 12, 1968, and said the details reflected ther
ein are 

accurate. He stated that the FBI did not know he w
as an 

undercover officer for the MPD at the time of his i
nter-

view, but he believes they found out later. McColl
ough 

said he was primarily interested in the "Invaders",
 not 

Dr. King. 

McCollough stated that he does not recall being wit
h 

any of the "Invaders" on April 4, 1968, and that he
 did 

not see any of them around the Lorraine Motel when 
he came 

back there with Reverend Bevel and Reverend Orange 
after 

5:00 P.M. Continuing, McCollough said he was posit
ive 

that the shot that killed Dr. King came from the re
ar of 

the buildings which front on South Main Street. Mor
eover, 

he said he did not see anyone in the bus
hes in the back 

of the lot. 
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McCollough stated that he remained in an undercover 

capacity for about a year after the assassination and 

that the "Invaders" had precipitated a great deal of 

violence, including arson and the shooting of a policeman. 

His undercover assignment was terminated after his cover 

was blown by a woman who found his name on the police 

payroll. 



Memorandum of Interview of John McFerren, Somerville, 

Tennessee, July 9, 1976  

John McFerren was interviewed by team members Folsom and 

Walker at his gasoline service station and general grocery store 

located on Highway 76 and Old Macon Road, Somerville, Tennessee. 

McFerren escorted Folsom and Walker to a rear room of the 

grocery store which he had set up as a conference roan. After 

Folsom and Walker displayed their credentials and McFerren was 

assured of their identities, the purpose of the task force was 

explained. McFerren immediately said that "Wallace was in on it" 

and that the same man that killed President Kennedy killed Dr. King. 

McFerren said he knew this because he had been doing sane checking 

on his own and he had the evidence on tapes, one of which he had 

mailed to the Justice Department. He said the first time he mailed 

the tape to the Justice Department it came back but he remailed 

the tape by certified mail and it did not come back. 

It was explained to McFerren that we were particularly interested 

in the conversation that he told the FBI he overheard at the LL& L 

Produce Company, Memphis, Tenn., on the afternoon of April 4, 1968. 

McFerren stated that he had been trading with the LL & L Produce 

Company for about 8 years and he went there sometime after 4:00 p.m. 

on April 4, 1968, to buy produce for his grocery store. He said he 

knew where everything was in the warehouse and drew a diagram which 

is attached to this memorandum. McFerren said the office is located 

to the left of the entrance to the warehouse. The door to the office 

was standing ajar when he entered and he saw the man wham he'identified 

for the FBI only as "the fat man," using the telephone. McFerren 

AL 



stated that he knew the man was Frank Liberto, but he did not want 

to give his name to the FBI because of the danger involved. Continuing, 

McFerren said he stood near the door to the office and overheard Liberto 

say: "Shoot the S.O.B. en the balcony or anywhere, I don't care how 

you get the job done." By that time the handy man, whom McFerren 

described as a thin white man with a scar on his neck running fran 

ear to ear, walked up to him and asked him what he wanted. McFerren 

told him that he wanted to purchase some produce and the handy man 

told him to go get it. 

McFerren said he proceeded to the produce bins and selected 

his produce. When he returned to the area of the office, McFerren said 

the phone rang again. The handy man answered the phone and told Liberto: 

"Ray wants to speak to you." McFerren said that Liberto took the phone 

and he overheard him say; "Don't bring your ass near this place. You 

know my brother in New Orleans. Go there to get your money." 

It was pointed out to McFerren that he did not tell the FBI that 

Liberto had mentioned Ray's name. McFerren said that he did not mention 

any names to the FBI, but gave than only descriptions. He said that, 

in fact, Ray had put groceries in his car. He stated that Ray had worked 

for the LL & L Produce Company either before Christmas or after Christmas. 

McFerren described Ray as a thin man with coarse black hair and fungus 

on his neck which he said he called "jungle rot." McFerren said at the 

time he thought this man was a Mexican or an Indian rather than a white 

man. 

Continuing, McFerren said he left the produce company about 5:15 p.m. 

and drove back to Somerville arriving there about 6:00 p.m. He said 

he did not think too much about the conversations he had overheard until 



he heard that Dr. King had been shot. After he discussed the matter 

with his wife, he decided he would report the information to the police. 

McFerren stated that Robert Powell, a small time gangster 

of New Orleans who formerly lived in the Memphis area, came to see 

him on Tuesday after the assassination. Powell asked McFerren how he 

was and questioned him about the roads leading to and from McFerren's 

house. McFerien said he was suspicious of this visit and played dumb. 

Tao weeks later McFerren said three black men came to his store 

and attempted to shoot him. McFerren's brother was behind the counter 

and McFerren was sitting at a table when the men came into the store. 

The men mistook McFerren's brother for him. McFerren said that when one 

of the men pulled his gun, he grabbed him and they chased than away. 

McFerren stated that he was attacked by five blacks on the 

Somerville courthouse steps about six months to a year after the 

assassination. He said he ran to the front yard of Mrs. Fair, a white 

lady, who cane out with her shotgun and broke up the attack. The city 

police came and took him away, but made no arrests. McFerren said his 

jaw was broken and same of his teeth were knocked out during the attack. 

He believes the men were paid to beat him up. McFerren gave Folsom 

and Walker a copy of a memorandum, dated January 10, 1970, which he said 

contained the evidence that the men were paid to beat him. The memorandum 

is signed by John McFerren, President of the Original Fayette County 

Civic & Welfare League, Inc. and is attached to this memorandum. 

McFerren said he was also suspicious of Russell Thompson, an attorney 

who formerly handled cases for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund but now 

represents the Memphis Police Union. McFerren said Thompson represents 

his wife in a divorce action filed against him. He reasoned that the 



MPD could have been in on the assassination; that Thompson is 

protecting then through the police union and is now trying to 

destroy him by breaking up his marriage. 

McFerren gave Folsom and Walker a copy of an article from the 

March 15, 1969 issue' of the New York Post. The article (attached to 

this memorandum) was written by Ted Poston and is titled: "King 

Murder: A Mystery Call." The article is McFerren's story about the 

overheard conversations at the LL & L Produce Company. McFerren said 

he and Ted Poston, who is now deceased, were very close. He sent a tape of 

evidence to Poston and he believes his widow will give us access to the 

tape. 

McFerren said a lot of money had been collected in Somerville 

for Ray. When asked what his source of information was, he said the cooks 

for various people such as the Mayor gives him the information. He 

tapes their conversations and telephone calls on a small pocket size tape 

recorder and transfers these conversations to a master tape. McFerren 

said he had sent four of these master tapes to various places in the 

country, including the Justice Department. 

McFerren stated that his telephone was "bugged." He said he 

knew this because he had someone from an electronics company inspect his 

telephone. Therefore, he does not discuss certain matters on the telephone 

and he recognizes people by their voices rather than by their names. once 

he hears a voice, he said he never forgets it. 

7-17rrrrFrF7"77.r,r:7r"'r 	. 



1. 1 

I:1 

Pod vE bids 

:•••■•,' 

iURANCE 

• 

"7rl.lrlrjrSrrrll"r7=r.r7,771Plrr".T.'7:-r_7rr"r-r"7"'2'' 
• 



January 10, 1970 
Mr. glmo Spencer 
Route 4 Somerville, Tennessee - Old Macon Road Resides west of Brown's Grocery, located on Old. Macon Road eest of W.P. Ware High School, Mr, Spencer has worked for Mayor I.P. Yancey's Chevrolet Co. since 1946. Mr. Spencer is anproximately 50 years old. 

Mr. Spencer saw Kyle Wilbourne, of Highwey 64 west of Semerville, pass money to the Anderson men end W.C.McNell after beating me. Kyle Wilbourne is also a collector for the Chevrolet Garage. 
wan Gemmel lives on Tapp Drive the first street on the left after entering city limit on Highway 76 from the south. Gemmel was also in the passing of the money, there were five or six other white men that ;eve money, but Spencer did not know their names. Spencer saw those nen give the Anderson brothers and W.C. McNeil money after the incident. 
41111am Finnic (Mathes Finnie) a Negro worker for the Chevrolet Garage Aso sew the passing of the money. Finnic lives on route 3 west of Thaws Grocery, located on the Old Jonican Road. 
lies Bettie Mae Jones lives on Northwest Street, Somerville, Tennessee a Negro), sent word by John McFerren's cousin, James Janes, that the 31ty Police had given Ernestine McNeil Fields, e Negro woman about 28 'ears old, (Ernestine is a party of the black group that bent John up) L gun to shoot John NeFereen with. Bettie heard some whites discusslne his at a party at W.S. Shinault Sr's house on South Marginal; &Omar-fille, Tennnesce. 

rimes (Sonny) Porter, a Negro men Tithe resides on East Street accross 'rom Johnson Mays Cafe, and the next building from Shinault's Laundro-tat, says he Teas in Johnson May's Cafe when Otho Lee Andersen made the tatement that Mnyor Yenccy wes string te give them n car for them to o away -ith John McFcrren. At that time they had not received the car the Lee was getting upset .about it and made the statement he was going o give Neyor Yancey two more days, if ho didn't present the car some-ody would know something. Later Porter saw.Otha Lee Anderson driving 1961 green & white Pontiac cur. Otha Lee said, ace there I told you e was going to govo it to me. 'Then the first st,:ktement vrns made about ho car the four Andersen brothers, Othe Lee Anderson, Alex Anderson, lfonso Anderson, Robert Lee Anderson and W.C. ecNell along with his aster, Ernestine NcNe11 Fields, were sitting around e table in Johnson ay's Cafe. 	James (Sonny) Porter also states the Merchants have emething like a  donation boy going from store to store raising meney er this black group. 

)hn !hardy Thompson, a Cafe owner next door to McFerren's Grocery, Hvy 6 at Old Macon Road, has heard the above statement by others. Thome-en claims that the Anderson growl was also given 300.00 in onsh. aompson's address is Route 1 Box 151, Oakland, Tennessee. Phone 465-)32. 

,hnny Hussey, e brother-in-law to Ernestine McNeil Fields and W.C. .Nell, etated that he believes that Paul Burrow, City Chief of Police, we W.C. (Shorty) McNeil rt sawed-off puap and n double barrcll shot m and shells. Johnnie Hursey lives on the Old Jonican Roed, . notipoe called the Mt. Olive hoed, Somerville, Tennessee, about 2 les southoast of Somerville. 

• ' 	• 
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erMosby lives on HighwnV 59. north of Somerville, Phone 465-2062, 
works at 	&.C. Tfvblc Co.,.nt Somervillb, Tennessee. Ha states 

it AlfoniolAnderaon, Otha Lee AnderSon, Loeb McNeil, of Memphis, and 
McNeil came up to John Thompson's Cafe. Two entered through•the 
door and two entered through the front door looking for n Negro 

called Ynte(Snint John the Killer). Otha Lee Anderson - pulled his 
4 38 Special with n shoulder holster and showed it to Carl Mosby. 	' 
(3.14Saint - John the Killer) was not at the Cafe at that time. Carl 
limesuZltise men shoot guns around town like mad and the Police don't 

qudttion this action. 	 4 

vie McDaniel, or Davie Coe lives on the Old Jackeen Road at the 
ty limits near the railroad, and works at Boswell Feed Store (Purina 
A. Store), 215 North Main Street. He has worked there since 1959. 
vie McDaniel claims that Tom Day and Alden Feathers, City Police, 
ne to Boswell's Feed Store and Boswell took them into his office and 
ve them ten or fiftedn dollars from his cash register. Paul Burrow 
lieeted money. on the .sidp ef:town of the Somerville Bank & Trust Co. 
1 Day and Feathers also werit inVo Parson's Grocery collecting money. 
nnk Boswell was laughing nii&-talking to the policemen, Day and : 
ethers, about my gettingbent uo. • Parson, the grocerman, said they 
uld shoot marbles on4ity cOat taiI.wheAl was running trying to get 
'y from the gang that' beat Me up. 

a Anderson brothers live at the City limits by the old roilronds, on 
2 Old Jackson Road. W.C. McNeil lives in Winfrey Bottom .  just off N. 
st Street, northwest of Seiervillo, Tennessee. 

. . 	 • 
is is information as it has been given to me concerning the December 
th attack on me, 

Signed' 

John McFerren, President of the 
Original Fayette County 
Civic & Welfare League, Inc. 
Route 4 - Box 133A 
Somerville, Tennessee 
Pone 901 - 465-3659 - Residence 

901 - 465-9936.- Grocery 
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King Mmrdsr: A Myst.erry Ca!,1 1 
fly - ET) rOSTON 

ldperrr.arkut owner told 
Post today thnt. one 

rlot h^fore the f.cti. Martin 
Nit:; Jr. %trot aFras-

:•.1 en a motol balcony 
he 	 .Men.!Illis 
bwineszntan 	tclepitono 

"I'm erl goir.,;.• to pay you 
dzmred tizirg until the 

do -. You can shoot 
of a bitch on the 

,;.-.1cor.y." 

And, the supermarket 
owner said, a few minutes 
later when the caller rang 
back, the buiincssma , sit- . 
tin.; with an associat told 
hint: "Nate, I don't %,/ant 
your—around this; place. 
You can pick up the $5,100 . 
from my brother in New . 
Orleans." 	- 	• 

John McFcrren, the Negro 
market nwn.'r, said he i.e. 
ported the concerFatinn to 
the F13f, Meinnhin P•I'ke 
Director Frank 1 MI lomat) 

!and other of i rais four days 
i  after the assassii.n.tion at 

Vontinurd on Page 57 

[7,-Eng -/.1.nrodTr: 	LlysOcry 	C r., 

thought It happened erotrud 3 once by the magazine's Wash- !strictly forbiddrn, Into his 
p.m. Without thinking. -tohn ington bureau with officials of lunchroom. Sic....omen he had 

I 	
• said: 'No, ii was after 5 o'clock!' the Justice Dept. 	never seen before carted fights 

• 

.nerd frcm rage I 
ttg of tt:-.! exL.cutive di- 
r of the Tennessee }  

•.cil on Human Bela- I 
‘, Baxter nr7.-ant. 
e Memphis Prosecutor's 
e told The Post the po-! 
-.ad checked out the re- j 
and found it fc•Ise. The 
it was learned, also 

iders the story untrue. 
:Ferrell operates hisI 
et in neari,y Fayette Court-1 
'cwt. As chairman of the I 
:te County Welfare anti i 
League. he had organize-I i 

overly stricken Negroes of ; 
ounty in early 1SGOs when 
Vhite Citl:ters Coancil in 

them from the rrea. 
x owner of an fe.0,0410 
ation and _:hopping center. 
Q.., the conversations hr 
card made no impression I 

tir.til he returned to his 
later that day. 
Ferree said he was In 
his on a buriners trip 
he heard the truncated 

rsatloiz outside the ajar 
of the businesrman'a of-
He was unaware cf the 
;came of what v.-as being i 
.t the time. 
ar.t, where Human MIR- 
Council will rreetve 

•-r_s repert on the rare at 
tine in the .4r:drew Jack- 
rote! in Nalthvil:e tctiay, 

i 	he Pert - 
ra 
t to his rtore, his wife 
add te..l him Pr. Kiag 
ern f .:0t. She said she 

and then fold her what he had 
heard at 5 o'clock. 

"Roth were pretty frightened 
heemise of the tong struggle 
thee huthad in the community. 
gut they finally called me In 
Nashville and asked me to drive 
over and advise them. 

"f told John that the author-
Rive hail to he told. After quen-
timing him closely for several 
/inure. I drove into Memphis and 
loud the whole thing to Mr. 
I folloman." 

lirvan sold :hat Pollee Direct-
or FTol'ontan set up a meeting 
for M.-Fen-ert in !levant's Room 
316 in the Peatiody Hotel where 
lie was questioned from "2:3il 
a.in In D.:10 a ro." that Montlav 
morning, lee an FRT agent, Hot-
Ionian and the head of the Mem. 
phis Homicide Division. 

"They took the names and ad-
dresees of both white men In-
volved, and had ateFerran draw 
a diam-am of where he stood 
iirsren while the telephone con-
ver-al ions were carried on. They 
rromised him pollee protection 
znd promised to take action 
immediately." 

Bryant said he kept In touch 
with the FBI al cat, who. though 
seeming excited at first, gradu-
ally cooled limn to where he 
raid, -Werre lie! sure Its Inl-
porl.:nt." 

Bryant said, a re-
porter (or a national new nulga-
7ne heard of the story and scat 
a report to the magazine's of-
fice. This resulted In a confer- 

"Naturally, I eon t know what ! 
went on there. • Bryant told 
The Post, "but-!the report-
eel hinted that the Washington; 
boys tjuatlec and the FBI/ per.; 
stiarted them not to print any 
thing right then since It might! 
hamper the hunt for the killer; I 
More questions 

Shortly after the Waehiugtonl 
meeting, he said, four FBI 

Id agents came down to eFer-
ren's store and to his home and 
questioned him extensively. 

Meanwhile, the reporter told 
the story to Russell X. Thomp- j 
son, a Memphis lawyer who 
later was to become codefense ; 
counsel for James Earl Ray; 
when he was finally apprehend- i 
ed as the trigger man in the 
killing. 

Thompson visited MeFerren 
soon after the aseassination and 
took an affidavit outlining Mc-
Ferren's account of the over-
heard conversation. 
, Tale week Thompson con-
tacted Jack Greenhcrrh director 
of the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund and arranged for a con-
ference to outline a conspiracy 
Involving others in King's death. 
Ile o Apprehensive 

With no further word from 
the FBI. MeFerren has become 
increasingly apprehensive in re-
cent weelce. 

"Someone has shot through 
the windows of his store,"I 
Bryant said, "some Negroen; 
smuggled whiskey, which is 

In his laundromat.  
••"Iie has enpressed fears to 	•• 

me that somenee may be 	;.. 
Negroes- me-still's of his own is • • 
race-to try 	..hut his mouth -a 
about what hi. 'mot I." 	on 

	

In Washing' en. The Poet :1 	Rr 
learned the I'M hod :7:I:es:It:at- 	' 
ed McIretTen's story and dc.:'.1 
ell it was not :init. 

In Memphis, 	actor n,-; - 
General Revrt De.ye.r told 71-e 
Past the: :heir-Os r:ice had ' 
checked the dier'.• out anti lotus I r 
notteng to substantiate it. He 
said the m.-a ,.!c-Ferren Identi- 
tiei 	rrv.lviTr-, the call tad 7- 
been .••.t home w:th his wife nod -
a friend at the t ir.10 MI. Frrrcn -" 
sail he was talking ovrr the z 
phone In his office. .0 

Meanwhile, it was reported 
that Ray'r: decislon to pireal 
guilty to killine King in retort 
for a 93-year prison term was 
the result of Irrancy an-I c:aze-
ly guarded neyoti..t.orts.` 

Not oni.' did the rrottlention 
and defence approve et the 
plan, a erfenstr.1-7ion of t.s 
events shows, but Kine's tvetoat, 
IT. S. Attorney tlencrzl Cark 
and Terriessre Cov. FP - ^ton 
concurred, the Asr.ociated Press 
raid. 

Notes on trieohnne calls made 
by the prot.eiition are! informa-
tion from a Ni-te York attor-
ney's office curd', ru that :.fro. 
King tears informed of tile po-
tential aureeident anti apparerd-
ly approved it 

cc] a boycott designed to 

'Tv; .4 



McFerrin said that he understood and t
hat he guess'he would 

not be hearing from us anymore. I i
nformed McFerrin that the Task 

Force would complete its work in about 
two months and would then be 

dissolved. 

111.2-4-  
'S 	WAL1 11, Attorney 

partment of Justice 

Memorandum of Telephone Call From 

John McFerrin 

On November 16, 1976, John McFerrin of 
Somerville, Tenn. 

telephonoime before I arrived at thp o
ffice. Upon 

returning McFerrin's call, he stated th
at he got shot right after we 

were down there and that he spent 8 days in 
the hospital. McFerrin 

also stated that his wife had left him 
and was suing him for a 

divorce. He believes Russell Thomas, h
is wife's attorney, is insti-

gating the whole thing. 

McFerrin inquired whether the Departmen
t of Justice knew 

he had been shot as the NAACP said they
 would notify the Department. 

I advised McFerrin that the Task Forc
e reviewing Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 

assassination had not been informed. I
n response to questions, 

McFerrin said that he was shot in the l
ower part of his stomach on 

September 10, 1976, at about 12:30 a.m.
 when he was closing up his 

laundry mat. He stated that a car drov
e up with one white male, two 

black males and a woman and one of the 
black males shot him through 

the glass door. McFerrin said he got h
is gun and shot one of the black 

males after which they all got in the c
ar and, left. 

McFerrin stated that no one was arreste
d and inquired 

whether the Department of Justice was 
going to investigate the matter. 

He insisted that "they" were out to ge
t him. When asked who "they" 

were he said the police were in on it 
and he could not talk about it 

now because his phone was tapped. 

I informed McFerrin that I was, indee
d, sorry to hear that he 

had been shot, but the situation ap
peared to be a purely local matter 

involving his local activities. He was
 advised that the Department of 

Justice in general and the Task Force 
in particular did not have 

jurisdiction to investigate the shooti
ng. Therefore, I suggested that 

he should pursue the matter through
 the local sheriff's office. 

w. 
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INTERVIEW OF CLEM J. McGOWAN  

Mr. Clem J. McGowan was interviewed at his 

home on December 23, 1976 by James R. Kieckhefer. 

Mr. McGowan served as Section Chief of the Ci
vil 

Rights Section, General Investigative Division, 

during the King assassination investigation in 1968
. 

He retired from the FBI in 1975. Mr. McGowan was 

cooperative and had a good recollection of the inve
sti-

gation. 

McGowan recalls being notified at his home at 

approximately 8:30 p.m. on April 4, 1968. The foll
owing 

morning Attorney General Ramsey Clark and Assistant
 to 

the Director Cartha DeLoach were flown to Memphis, 
Tennessee, 

to personally oversee the government's involvement 
in 

this matter. Dick Long was designated supervisor o
f the 

investigation at Headquarters since the State of Te
nnessee 

was his geographical responsibility in the Civi
l Rights 

Section. 

From the beginning, the Director placed intense 

pressure on his Division to identify and apprehend 
the 

assassin and his co-conspirators, if any. Furtherm
ore, 

McGowan stated that there were no restrictions to h
is 

knowledge placed on the conduct of the investigatio
n. 

McGowan emphasized the degree of work by the FBI pe
rsonnel 

and amount of pressure on them. In fact,
 he was hospitalized 

in July, 1968, and unable to return to work until t
he 

I 

I 

I 



following November. 

Regarding the directives from headquarters to all 

field offices such as SACs would be held personally 

responsible for this case and all leads must be 

immediately followed up, McGowan advised that this 

was standard bureau procedure in major cases such as 

kidnappings. He added that Assistant Director Rosen 

stressed the importance of SAC responsibility. McGowan 

commented that there were numerous meetings between 

Division personnel and several meetings held to brief 

Assistant to the Director DeLoach. During these 

meetings, strategies, theories and utilization of 

manpower were discussed. He did not recall the specific 

individuals who suggested a search of fugitive fingerprint 

files or recommended a review of passport applications. 

Generally, McGowan advised one or more of the following 

individuals participated in these meetings: Assistant 

to the Director Cartha DeLoach, Assistant Director Alex 

Rosen, Deputy Assistant Director James Malley, Section 

Chief of the Bombing - Civil Rights Act of 1964 Unit 

William Martindale, and Supervisor Dick Long. 

McGowan stated he knew that there was a King investi-

gation being conducted by the Domestic Intelligence Division, 

but that he was not aware of the full features of this 

I 

	

investigation. He noted that from the first day of his 

assassination investigation Assistant Director Sullivan 

sent two agents to assist him. These two people occupied 



the office near or next to Supervisor Long. They 

read, to his knowledge, all the incoming material 

and did not leave until James Earl Ray was identified 

as the assassin of Dr. King. He believed their role 

was to assist ih the event that an 'international conspiracy 

arose or some domestic group under their bureau jurisdiction 

was deemed to be involved. He could not recall their 

names. 

McGowan, based on his knowledge of the FBI investiga- 

tion, is of the opinion that Ray was a racist and desired 

to make something of himself by committing the crime of 

assassination. He did not feel that Dr. King had to be 

the target of his crime. He also is of the opinion that 

Ray obtained his funds by committing numerous criminal 

activities such as robbery or burglary, or by participating 

in the transfer or sale of drugs. 

McGowan stated that federal jurisdiction was found 

in 18 U.S.C. 241 when it was learned that the assassin 

had exchanged rifles in Birmingham on the advice of a 

brother. McGowan had worked in the civil rights field 

since 1952 and stated he was quite familiar with FBI 

investigative procedure. He viewed the enormous amount 

of work by the FBI as necessary in this case; and it 

resulted in a responsible and successful effort. 



Memorandum of Interview With Louis 

McKay at his Residence Located at 

1777 Westmore Street, Memphis, 

Tennessee, July 8, 1976.  

Louis McKay, officer of Memphis Police Department, 

was interviewed by team members Folsom and Walker. 

Officer McKay stated that on April 4, 1968, he was 

assigned to a Tactical Unit, the number of which he does 

not remember. 	Shortly after 6:00 P.M. he was cruising 

in the area of Butler and 4th Streets (about one-half 

mile from the Lorraine Motel) when a call came over the 

radio that Dr. King had been shot. The squad car 

responded to the call, going directly to the Lorraine 

Motel where it was learned that the shot was fired from a 

building fronting on South Main Street. The squad car 

then proceeded on Mulberry Street to East Butler, turned 

north on South Main Street, and parked at No. 2 fire 

station. Officer McKay said he and the members of his 

squad car then ran north on South Main Street to a point 

near Canipe's Amusement Company where a lieutenant or 

captain of the Memphis Police Department told him to 

stand guard over a bundle wrapped in a green bed spread 

which was lying in the doorway of Canipe's Amusement 

Company. Officer McKay estimated that about seven minutes 

had elapsed from the time the radio call was received to 

the time he was told to guard the bundle. 



. MeMorandum of Interview with attorneys for Eddie 
L. Mbntedonico, at Memphis, Tennessee at about 
10:50 a.m., Roam 978, Clifford Davis Federal Bldg,.,  July 8, 1976.  

Instead of the scheduled conference with Eddie Montedonico, his 

attorneys appeared, or more properly Messrs. James Raines and John_ 

Heiskell, of his uncles' law firm, the firm Eddie is to join after he 

has passed the upcoming bar exam. 

They argued with Messrs. Walker and Folsom of the task force 

that Eddie should not be asked to repeat his denials of the C.B. hoax 

of April 4, 1968. It was pointed out that this reluctance fortified 

the feeling of the M.P.D., the F.B.I. and our group that Eddie's denial 

of 8 years ago was a lie. This upset counsel. Mr. Folsan said the 

attorneys were familiar with the aphorism "The guilty flee when no 

Nan pursueth." They were dutifully angry with Folsom. 

The conversation then went to a suggestion by Folsom that 

maybe Eddie should take a polygraph test. Counsel said they would 

consider it and any other means of corroborating their client and 

be back in touch for a final answer. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

' 
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Memorandum of Interview With Floyd 

E. Newsum, Sr. of the Memphis Fire 

Department, July 8, 1976.  

Floyd E. Newsum, Sr. was interviewed by 
team members 

Folsom and Walker at his residence, loca
ted at 

1818 Kingsview Drive, Memphis, Tennessee
 

At the outset of the interview, Newsum a
ttempted to play 

two tapes of interviews conducted with N
ewsum by students 

from Memphis State University in 1968. 
However, the tapes 

proved to be inaudible. 

Newsum then proceeded to display handwri
tten notes 

which he had made of the events transpir
ing between 

April 3, 1968, and April 14, 1968. Thes
e notes were 

written by Newsum not later than April 1
4, 1968, and are 

as follows: 

On Wed. morning April 3rd I talked to N.
 E. Wal-

lace at #2 eng. house, I was told by him
 the 

Police Officers E. E. Redditt and W. B. 
Richman 

were there & they had the door leading o
ut the 

rear of the locker room cover with paper
 with 

holes in it to able them to look out on 
the 

Lorraine Motel. One of them was on top 
of a 

locker with Binoculars. 

At 10:PM Wed. Wallace was told to leave 
the #2 

Eng. house & go to the 1131 Eng. house at
 the 

Airport. At 11:30 PM April 3rd I was to
ld by 

Lt. J. Smith of the Fire Dept. by phone 
Not to 

report to the #2 Eng. House on April 4th
 but to 

report to #31 which is at 4200 block Ove
rton 

Crossing. To be sure that Redditt was a
t the 

#2 Eng. House I had someone call & ask t
o speak 

to him/he was there. That same evening 
Dr. King 

was killed. I ask why I was moved
 but no one 

	

would tell me. 	I asked Lt. J. Sm
ith First & 

then Capt. Warlow, & on to Dep. Chief J.
 O. Bar-

nett but until this time no one told me 
any 

reason. On April 4 I was due to report 
to my 

• 
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regular Co. which is 5 Tr. Sta. at 474 So. Main 
at Butler, This Co. consist of 7 men & it can 
not operate with less than 5 men on this day 
we only had 5 men & I was included so we didn't 
have a man available for a detail. Plus the 
31's have been riding with 4 men 6 they did 
that day for the capt. was in and out at will. 
I was due to return to #31 April 6 for duty 
but I was so ful 6 confused I did not go, 
This Co. operated with 4 men the whole 24 
hrs. Day. I had to go & see the Dep. Chief, 
Chief Barnett asked me why I didn't show, I 
told him I didn't wake up. He said he 
didn't not believe me & he knew what I had 
on my mine so why didn't I tell him about it. 
He said I told the Capt. at #31 I was not 
coming to work, I told nim I said I didn't 
want to come & I didn't want to. He checked 
my record & said do you reali:!e this is the 
first time you have been late I said yes sir. 
He said well do you want it to come out of 
your check or do you want to work your off 
day, I said I will work my off day, I did 
This because my wife is off from work sick 
from the effect of Dr. Kings Death & she will 
not be paid. 	I returned to work April 8th 
the Co. had 4 men & I made 5 on April 9th 
I work at the #28 eng. house & on the 10th I 
returned to #31 this made a 72 hr. stretch. 

Men on Co. #31 

Capt. R. T. Wade 
Lt. W. A. Burrell 
Dr. A. L. Myers 
Lt. W. J. Norris 
Pvt. J..A. McGraw 
Pvt. J. H. Mullins 

Day off 
Fri. 
tue. 
Vac.Wed.  
mon. 
Sat. 
Thur 

On April 10th the Co. had 6 men including me. 
W. J. Morris was detailed to the #11 tr. which 
make me wonder even more why I was moved. For 
the Co. that I am assigned to S Tr. only had 4 
men & had to have a man detailed to it. On 
April 12th the Co. had 5 men including me one 
Was sent insp. J. H. Mullins. 

On April 14th the Co. had 6 men including me 
Two was detailed One to 35's Pumper & one 11 tr. 
J. H. McGraw. 	Joe Mullins. 



Newsum stated that the firemen were armed after the 

start of the sanitation worker's strike. He said that 

police officers Willie Richmond and Edward Redditt were 

at the fire station observing Dr. King and supporters of 

the strike at the Lorraine Motel. Redditt told him that 

they were there for Dr. King's protection and he asked 

him why they were hiding in the fire station. 

Newsum said he was a supporter of the sanitation 

workers and attended their rallies. He attended a rally 

on the night of April 3, 1968, which was his off day. 

When he returned home that night a note was there from 

Lt. Smith requesting Newsum to contact him regardless of 

the time. Newsum said he called and was ordered to report 

for duty on April 4, 1968, at the Engine Company No. 31 

instead of fire station No. 2, his regular post of duty. 

Newsum stated that his attendance at the rally might 

have precipitated his transfer, but no one to this date 

had told him why he was transferred. Newsum said his 

detail caused his company to be short and caused the 

company at station No. 31 to be over strength. He further 

stated that at one time Lt. Barnett told him he was 

transferred at the request of the police department. 

Newsum stated that he resigned from the fire depart-

ment on April 18, 1968, because he had not made any 

progress in the department after 12 years and 8 months 

ai because he had been detailed without any explanation. 

However, he reapplied to the fire department in 1970 hnd 

1.• 
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finally returned to the fire department on July 23, 1973. 
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INTERVIEW OF J. S. PEELMAN  
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Mr. 3. S. Peelman was interviewed at his 

office on December 21, 1976 by James R. Kieckhefer. 

Mr. Peelman is presently Section Chief of the Civil 

Rights Section, General Investigation Division of the 

FBI. In 1968, Peelman was a supervisor in the Name 

Check Section of the same Division. 

Peelman explained that the Name Check Section 

is a service section and not related to the Civil Rights 

Section. The function of the Name Check Section is 

generally to assist various federal agencies by reviewing 

Bureau files on named individuals on matters such as 

arrest records or involvement in subversive organizations. 

Whenever a substantive case is being handled by the FBI, 

the, responsible section of the Bureau conducts its own 

name check on individuals. He stated this was the case 

in the King investigation and his section did not therefore 

assist in the investigation. 
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was interviewed at his office on December 
21, 19T6, by James R. Kieckhefer and Joseph F. Gross, Jr-
vas a Supervisor in the Communist Party United,of the Internal 
Security Section, Domestic Intelligence Division, starting in the 
eummer of 1961 and became Unit Chief in 1964. He is presently 
employed by the Pi -. 	 was coopertive and had a good 
recollection of his dealings with the intelligence investigation of 
Dr. King. 

advised that in 1963 the Communist Party Unit was 
headed by Unit Ch 	 and, in addition to himself, there 
were two other Supervisors, 	 and. 	 With 
regard to the duties of the supervisors in his unit. 	 stated 
that assignments were designated by subject matter and also by 
geographical location. The Section Chief of the Internal Security 
Section at this time was Fred J. Baumgardner and his #1 man was Dick 
Corman. The Domestic Intelligence Division then had as Assistant 
Director William C. Sullivan and as his #1 man, Joseph Sizoo. 

was questioned in some detail on the events from August, 
1963, until December of that year with respect to the initiation of 
technical surveillance and CODITELPRO activities against Dr. King. 
He related that in August, 1963, his unit assisted in the preparation 
of an analysis (the 8/23/63 analysis) of communist infiltration in 
the Negro population, 	 also advised that he had prepared a 
synopsis for the analysis, but Mr. Sullivan later rewrote the synopsis 
which was forwarded to the Director 	 noted that Sullivan had 
previously been Chief Inspector of the Central Research Section of the 
Division, and had assisted in the preparation of some of the 
Director's publications on communism. 

Following review of this analysis, 	 stated that the 
Director returned for a period of time every piece of work from the 
Division on King or the Communist Party with cryptic remarks. 
advised "there was considerable traffic of this nature at this time." 

further stated that a separate record was kept of the "blue 
ink" (Hoover's remarks), but he believed this record was no longer 
available. It is 	 opinion that both the Director and 
Assistant Director Sullivan believed that there was communist influence 
on Dr. 

He doubts very much whether the time and 
manpower would have been spent if they had thought otherwise. 

I 



1 

Several weeks later, 	 remarked, the first monograph 
on King was written. It was prepared by Charles D. Brennan, then 
Assistant Chief of the Central Research Section (Brennan later 
became #1 man to Baumgardner) 	 recalled that Baumgardner 
brought the Brennan draft to his unit in order to have each fact 
authenticated. Later, Baumgardner directed another check of the 
monograph to insure that the Bureau could substantiate this report on 
King and his assoicates. 

then explained the supervision of the King file. He 
stated that the Internal Security Section was responsible for super- 
vision of groups or organizations while the Subversive Contral Section 
monitored individuals. Initially, 	 a Supervisor in the 
Subversive Control Section had responsibility for the King file, but 
Baumgardner wanted the King matter under control of the Internal 
Security Section. For a period of time there was dual responsibility 
between the two sections but later the case was handled solely by the 
Internal Security Section. 

said that he was on leave when the meeting with agents 
from Atlanta took place concerning the use of COIIITELPRO against 
Dr. King at the SOG. 	 said he did not know why COINTELPRO 
was started against King. He further stated he was told, after the 
decision had been made, about misur coverage of King and his associates 
at the Willard Hotel in January, 1964. He added that this was 
unusual since the Supervisor of a subject matter was held responsible 
for being aware of such activities, and was supposed to be able to 
render an accurate status report on a case at any given time. 

said that the Director wanted to be kept advised of 
King, and that the Director probably approved every COINTELPRO 
activity against him. Since the Director was personally involved in 
the handling of this intelligence case, the importance of it could not 
be over emphasized. It was a "hot pota'o." 	 remarked that he 
may have initiated some recommendations under COINTELPRO, but only if 
a previous type of a similar nature had been approved such as blocking 
an honorary degree to be given King. 

stated that he received directives from Sullivan, Sizoo 
and Baumgardner. Baumgardner told him that he was to be advised of 
all activity in this case. Yet he would at times receive an immediate 
order from Assistant Director Sullivan and then be pressed to decide 
whether he should first carry out the order or first advise his 
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Section Chief. 

did not add anything to his previous written statement 
on the letter found in the "Sullivan papers." 
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Interview of Jerry Ray, Twin Orchards County Club, Long Grove, Ill. 
(312) 634-3800 

Attorneys Kieckhefer and White interviewed Jerry Ray in Lake 
Zurich, Illinois on DeceMber 20, 1976. 

W. Ray admitted that he had lied to the FBI in 1968 when he 
stated that he had not seen James Ray after his escape from MSP. He 
now states that he saw James possibly three times at the Cypress Inn 
in Northbrook, Illinois during the period when James was working at 
the Indian Trails Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois. 	James Ray never 
related how he managed to effect his escape from MSP. Jerry was aware 
that his brother, John, had visited James in prison the day before the 
escape but was unaware of any assistance which John may have provided. 
Jerry claims not to have known about the escape in advance. 

According to Jerry the George McMillan account of the meeting 
between John, Jerry and James in which money was given to James and 
the assassination discussed is totally false. The three brothers 
never met together after the escape and Jerry never gave James any 
money except for a very small amount while James was in prison. 
James was nearly broke when Jerry saw him in Northbrook at the Cypress 
Inn. However, it was clear that James had more money after he 
returned from Canada in the summer of 1967. 

James never told Jerry that he was leaving the Indian Trails 
where he was working in order to travel to Canada. Jerry claims to 
the best of his knowledge never to have called James at the restaurant 
nor to have received James' last paycheck from the restaurant in the 
mail. In August when James returned to the United States they met on 
one occasion. James stated he was going to establish himself in 
Alabama. It was clear that he had more money at that time. He gave 
Jerry his car and said he was going to get a better one in Alabama. 
Jerry doesn't know why James went to Alabama. 

Jerry stated that he never went to Alabama until two years after 
the assassination in 1970. After James went to Canada, Jerry only 
talked to James on one occasion until after the assassination. James 
called Jerry around Christmas 1967. Jerry thinks James was in Texas 
at the time and just wanted to engage in small talk. Jerry was never 
aware that James was in California until after the assassination. 



James never mentioned the names of Dr. King or George Wallace 
to Jerry. James told Jerry after his apprehension that there had 
been a conspiracy to kill Dr. King but he never spoke of his role, 
if any, in such a conspiracy. 

James never spoke about any interest which'he had in photography. 
Jerry is not aware of any drug dealing by James while he was in prison 
or after he escaped. 

Jerry associated with the following people while in St. Louis: 
Rhonda(Duncan) Gibson, Stoney Nelson, Jim Rogers. 

The sister of Jerry & James, Carol Pepper, had two or three 
bank accounts in St. Louis during the pertinent time period. One 
account was at the Bohemian Savings and Loan Association. She 
presently resides at 523 Franru Lane, Lemay, Missouri. 

The story given to George McMillan concerning James Ray and the 
Nazi Party connection was untrue. Jerry also knows nothing about 
James Ray being a Bible student in prison. 

Jerry visited James in Brushy Mount prison after the assassination. 
Jerry was staying in the Holiday Inn at Harrison, Tennessee when James 
tried to escape. Jerry knew nothing of the escape attempt in advance. 
Jerry talked to the warden and tried to visit James after the escape 
attempt but was unsuccessful. 

Harry Jones is a reporter for the "Kansas City Star." There is 
a person whom Jones assisted in getting a parole from MSP who now 
works for Jones. This person supposedly has knowledge concerning 
Ray's escape from MSP. 

Jerry has never heard of Ray Russell'or Cooley's organization. 
There is someone named Gilbert Cameron who served time with James at 
MSP. Cameron is now at a prison in Ashville, North Carolina. 


