
justice D
ept. to M

erge T
w

o Internal W
atchdog U

nits 
t
.
 	

 

I I s; Justice D
epartm

ent inspector general R
ichard J. 

ankinson has been ordered to resign as part of a 
Ian approved by A

ttorney G
eneral Janet R

eno to 
verhaul the tw

o departm
ent units charged w

ith 
licing m

isconduct, departm
ent officials said. 

T
he officials said the plan calls for m

erging the 
spector general's office and the O

ffice of P
ro-

ssional R
esponsibility (O

P
R

) into an expanded 
atch

d
o
g
 u

n
it th

at w
ill h

av
e b

ro
ad

 p
o
w

ers to
 

v
estig

ate an
d
 d

iscip
lin

e an
y
 d

ep
artm

en
t em

-
loyee accused of w

rongdoing. 
T

he new
 unit w

ill be headed by M
ichael B

rom
-

'ch, a W
ashington law

yer and form
er Iran-contra 

A
 rosecutor, w

ho w
ill be nom

inated shortly as the 
w

 inspector general, officials said. H
ankinson, a 

rm
er S

ecret S
ervice official appointed by P

res-
ent G

eorge B
ush, w

as instructed by D
eputy A

t-
rney G

eneral P
hilip B

. H
eym

ann to subm
it his 

signation this w
eek, effective w

ith B
rom

w
ich's 

nfirm
aton B

rom
w

ich as his successor. 
T

he action follow
s m

onths of internal debate 
er how

 to handle allegations of m
isconduct—

a 
ro

b
lem

 th
at h

as b
eco

m
e in

creasin
g

ly
 serio

u
s, 

th a series of recent judicial findings chastising 
epartm

ent prosecutors for ethical indiscretions. 
also

 reso
lv

es a lo
n
g
-stan

d
in

g
 tu

rf b
attle b

e-
een the tw

o offices. 
B

ut the m
ove has been bitterly resisted by O

P
R

 
ief M

ichael E
. S

haheen Jr., w
ho has argued that 

y m
erger w

ould com
prom

ise the independence 
his office and underm

ine the integrity of inter-
1
 in

v
estig

atio
n
s. A

 career em
p
lo

y
ee w

h
o
 h

as 
aded the ()P

R
 office for 18 years. S

haheen has 
Id departm

ent officials he w
ill resign if his office 

placed under the authority of a political appoin-
such as B

rom
w

ich. 
S

ources said the plan calls for tem
porarily re-

• 	
' g

 O
P

R
 as an

 in
tact u

n
it u

n
d

er B
ro

m
w

ich
's 

pervision, although the new
 inspector general 

1
._
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... approves plan ordering inspector general to resign 

w
ill h

av
e b

ro
ad

 d
iscretio

n
 to

 reo
rg

an
ize. S

h
a-

h
een

 w
ill b

e o
ffered

 a ''su
itab

le" p
o
sitio

n
 else-

w
here, a departm

ent official said. H
e could not 

be reached for com
m

ent yesterday. 
Q

uestions about the independence of Justice's 
in

tern
al in

v
estig

atio
n

s w
ere raised

 recen
tly

 
w

h
en

 th
e d

ep
artm

en
t released

 a rep
o

rt, p
re-

p
ared

 b
y
 fo

rm
er d

ep
artm

en
t o

fficial E
d
w

ard
 

D
ennis, on the tear-gassing of the B

ranch D
avid-

ian com
plex near W

aco, T
ex., last A

pril that left 
8

0
 d

ead
. T

h
e rep

o
rt fo

u
n

d
 n

o
 m

istak
es b

y
 an

y
-

body at the Justice D
epartm

ent or the F
B

I. T
he 

issu
e aro

se ag
ain

 th
is w

eek
, after rep

o
rts th

at 
R

eno had asked for an inquiry into the conduct of 
a p

erso
n
al aid

e, L
u
la R

o
d
rig

u
ez, w

h
o
 recen

tly
 

assisted
 in

 th
e F

lo
rid

a p
o
litical cam

p
aig

n
 o

f a  

re
la

tiv
e
 w

h
o
 w

a
s c

o
n
v
ic

te
d
 o

n
 c

o
rru

p
tio

n
 

charges brought by the Justice D
epartm

ent. 
D

epartm
ent rules call for referring allegations 

o
f leg

al o
r eth

ical m
isco

n
d
u
ct eith

er to
 th

e in
-

spector general's office or O
P

R
. B

ut R
eno chose 

in
stead

 to
 ask

 H
ey

m
an

n
's o

ffice to
 rev

iew
 th

e 
m

atter, p
ro

m
p
tin

g
 o

fficials in
 b

o
th

 o
ffices to

 
question w

hy they w
ere not consulted. 

In
 g

en
eral, O

P
R

 co
n
d
u
cts in

v
estig

atio
n
s in

-
volving departm

ent attorneys and crim
inal inves-

tig
ato

rs w
h
ile th

e in
sp

ecto
r g

en
eral h

an
d
les 

cases in
v
o
lv

in
g
 m

o
st o

th
er d

ep
artm

en
t p

erso
n
-

nel. B
ut there are jurisdictional overlaps in som

e 
in

stan
ces th

at lead
 to

 freq
u

en
t tu

rf b
attles b

e-
tw

een the tw
o offices. 

D
ep

artm
en

t sp
o
k
esm

an
 C

arl S
tern

 said
 y

es-
terd

ay
 th

at th
e m

erg
er w

as d
esig

n
ed

 to
 "rein

-
vigorate the operation" and im

prove efficiency. 
"T

his is a stream
lining," he said. "W

henever you 
have overlap, it's useful to elim

inate duplication? 
D

epartm
ent officials said that H

ankinson kept a 
generally low

 profile as inspector general, con-
d
u
ctin

g
 m

o
stly

 ro
u
tin

e au
d
its th

at rarely
 raised

 
controversy. B

ecause he is not a law
yer and had 

no background at the Justice D
epartm

ent, he w
as 

ill-equiped to do battle w
ith S

haheen or challenge 
the actions of senior departm

ent officials. 
B

rom
w

ich brings m
uch stronger credentials to 

the job, having served as a colleague of F
B

I D
i-

recto
r L

o
u

is F
reeb

 in
 th

e U
.S

. atto
rn

ey
's o

ffice 
in

 M
an

h
attan

 an
d
 as o

n
e o

f th
ree p

ro
secu

to
rs 

handling independent counsel L
aw

rence W
alsh's 

case ag
ain

st fo
rm

er N
atio

n
al S

ecu
rity

 C
o
u
n
cil 

aide O
liver L

. N
orth. 

B
rom

w
ich also served briefly as a volunteer on 

B
ill C

linton's presidential cam
paign and has per-

sonal ties to H
eym

ann. A
 form

er student of H
ey-

m
ann's at H

arvard U
niversity's K

ennedy S
chool 

o
f G

o
v
ern

m
en

t, B
ro

m
w

ich
 serv

ed
 b

riefly
 as a 

sp
ecial assistan

t to
 H

ey
m

an
n

 w
h

en
 h

e w
as 

nam
ed as chief of the Justice D

epartm
ent's crim

-
inal division during the C

arter adm
inistration. 
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