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allegations that he and his w
ife had passed 

classified m
aterial to S

outh A
frica. 

A
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G

erson also acknow
ledged that the O

ffice of 
P

rofessional R
esponsibility (O

P
R

), the Jus-
tice

 D
e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t's in

te
rn

a
l w

a
tch

d
o
g
 u

n
it, 

had erroneously stated in its annual report 
that the official, R

oger P
iton, had resigned 

because of evidence deveroped during the 
espionage probe. 
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h
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reached under the threat of a law
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the resignation of deputy attorney general 
D

onald B
. A

yer tw
o m

onths ago. 
A
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another letter in A
pril absolving O

P
R

 direc- 

tor M
ichael E

. S
haheen Jr. of any respon-

sibiity for the m
istake. 

T
hat letter, w

ritten on A
pril 30, infuriated 

A
ttorney G

eneral D
ick T

hornburgh and his 
senior staff, precipitating a confrontation that 
re

su
lte

d
 in

 A
ye

r a
n

d
 h

is p
rin

cip
a

l d
e

p
u

ty, 
P

eter N
ow

inski, leaving the Justice D
epart-

m
ent on M

ay 10, departm
ent officials said. 

A
yer declined to com

m
ent yesterday. 
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aturally, I'm

 pleased that the record is 
finally set straight," said P

iton, the form
er 

head of O
ffice of A

sylum
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eview
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R
ights before joining Justice in M

ay 1987, 
w

as accused by F
B

I agents in early 1988 of 
passing a classified docum

ent to his w
ife, 
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intercepts of S
outh A

fricans diplom
ats, of-

ficials fam
iliar w

ith the m
atter confirm

ed. 
B

ut P
iton said yesterday the entire m

at-
ter w

as a m
isunderstanding. H

is w
ife, Ju- 

liana P
iton, w

ho at the tim
e w

as a H
eritage 

F
oundation analyst, did have a telephone 

co
n
ve

rsa
tio

n
 w

ith
 a

 S
o
u
th

 A
frica

n
 p

re
ss 

officer in w
hich they discussed exchanging 

docum
ents, but not the classified S

tate D
e-

p
a
rtm

e
n
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S
outh A

frica that investigators believed had 
com

e from
 P

iton. 
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B
enson w

rote a letter to P
iton clearing him
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an annual report released last N
ovem

ber, 
O

P
R

 stated that an espionage investigation 
into an unidentified official, later identified 
as P

iton, had developed "sufficient cause" to 
term

inate his political appointm
ent and that 

th
e
 o

fficia
l "re
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n
e
d
 p
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r to

 th
e
 in

itia
tio

n
 

of rem
oval proceedings." 

G
erson in his letter conceded that both of 

these statem
ents w

ere w
rong, that T

horn-
b

u
rg

h
 "co

n
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d
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 th
e
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g
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P
ilon's identity w

as im
properly disclosed to 

the press. "T
he departm

ent .. . apologizes 
for any suffering or inconvenience that the 
departm

ent caused to M
r. P

ilon and to M
rs. 

P
ilon," G

erson stated. 
D

epartm
ent sources said yesterday that 

O
P

R
 had not been inform

ed of B
enson's letter 

exonerating P
ilon w

hen it w
rote its report. 


