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Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: • 

UNI.T.0 STATES DEPARTMENT 

DERAL BUREAU OF INVEST' 

WASOINGION. D.C. t.033$ • 

September 23, 1964 

DY COURIER SERVICE 

Reference is made to our letter dated 
September 21, 1964,.enclosing memoranda setting forth 
results of inquirieS concerning the claims of Sylvia 
(Silvia) Odio, 

• • 
In this connection, therd are enclosed two 

copies each of two memoranda dated. September 11, 1964, 
and of memoranda dated September 12 and September 14, 1964. 
Our inquiry into the claims of Sylvia Odio is continuing 
and results thereof will be furnished to you as received. 

. • „ 
Sincerely yours, 

• 

J.: 	•
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On September 6, 1964, Mr. Tyrus E. Minnix, Deputy Di
strict 

Director, Immigration and Naturalization Service (IN
S), 

San' Juan, Puerto Rico, made available the file perta
ining 

to Silvia Odio del Toro, INS Number A-12-570-365. 
• 

I '4 

This file contained a copy of INS Form 1-161 which 

reflect° the following information: 	. 

Silvia Eugenia °die y del.Toro, Urbanizacion San Ant
onio 

F-35, Ponce, Puerto Rico, a white female of Cuban 

nationality, arrived Miami, Florida, December 25, 19
60 

via Pan American World Airways (PAWA) flight 422. 

Her occupation-in Cuba was listed as housewife and 

the reason for not returning to Mba was listed as 

being anti-Castro and anticommunist. Her INS Numbe
r is 

AL12-570-365, and her husband was listed as Guille
rmo . 

Herrera, INS Number A-12-570-366. Her residence in 

Cuba wao noted as Edificio Focsa Apartments 18-C, 

Vedado, Havana, Cuba. The INS file was transferred 

from Miami to San Juan on March 13, 1961, at which t
ime 

she was classified a refugee and granted indefinite,
 

oaatus, 

This file also contained an alien registration form 
- 

dated July 21,.1944, indicating that Silvia E. Toro 

was visiting the United States in 1944 with her moth
er, 

Sarah. It is noted at thfa time that Oche was 7 years 

of age, . 

• s  
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UNIT F( E STATES DErARTMENT OF DUICE 

FEDERAL PUllEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Foot Offtee Box 4312 
San Juan, Puerto R100 *. 00905 
September 11, 1964 
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD 	 *s. • 
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On September 8, 1964, Mr. Minnix also made available 
the file pertaining to Guillermo Herrera Garcia, INS 
Number A-12-570-366, who is the husband of Silvia Odio. 

. - .• 
A:review of this filo reflects INS Form 1-161 lists : r ; .4. • Herrera's address as Urbanizacion San Antonio F-35„ 	. -... .. • 
Ponce, Puerto Rico; his occupation was listed as 	 .- ''..':-.-.. • ." 
industrial engineer, and the reason for not returning . .. -. . 	.• 	... 
to Cuba was that he is anti-Castro and anticommunist. 	- -.. .. 
Re arrived in Miami, Florida, November 17, 1960, via ' • . . - --. v 
PAWA flight 422. His address in Cuba was listed as 	

• 11. • 
•

being the same as for Silvia Odio. . 	 -.: ..s . 	
4 

•'• 

• This file also reflects a change of address card 	
. • f . 

-for Herrera, dated April 9, 1964, reflecting a change 	- •.-. • '-_'• 
of address from El Vigia #12, Ponce; Puerto Rico, to 

. Apartment G-35, El Monte Apartments, Hato Rey; Puerto 
Rico. His employment as of April, 1964, was listed as 	

.- 

engineer with Molinos de Puerto Rico in Catano, 
Puerto Rico. 	. i 	 . 	 • • 

. 	 • 	 • 	 • 	
. 

His file indicates Herrera was born October 27, 1934, 
Santiago de Cuba, father - Guillermo Herrera, mother.- 
', Silvia Garcia. The file reflects his father is 	• 

deceased, and that his mother resides at 1823 West 
Ylagler, Miami, Florida. 	. 	 .• 

• 

:2 • 

L • 

• 

This file further indicates that Herrera attended high 
▪ school in Staunton, Virginia, 194S to 1952, and attended 
• Georgia Tech University from 1952 to 1957 where ho 
roceived a degree in Industrial Engineering. *. 	• 

1 	 . 
According to this file, in 1962, Herrera was employed by 
Western Fher Laboratory, Incorporated, Ponce, Puerto s 

• Rico, and was sent to Germany by this corporation for 	. . 
a period of six months to attend a course at the 
main office of this corporation.. The file reflects' 
he departed in May of 1962 and returned to Puerto Rico .  
in November of 1962. His FBI Number, according to • 
this fib, isla40 93S Fl and his Identification Record 
contains only his application for entry into tho United I" '.;. • . 

-States in November, 1960, and inNovembor, 19621  uport . - f* 
• his return from Gor 	 . 	. many, 	 • 	

. 
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Re: ice Harireycswald .  

The files of the following agencies were caused to 
be checked on September 8, 1964) by the persons 	• 
indicated for the names Silvia Eugenia Odio del Toro, 
Silvia Eugcriia Odio do Herrera, Guillermo Herrera, • 
and Guillemb Horrors Garcia, with negative rooultas 
• }*:1 	 • 	• 
• Office of Intelligence, Police of Puerto 

Rico.(PO?R), by Angelina Medina, Clerk, 
and by Captain Jose E. Hernandez, Chief, 
Office of Intelligence, POPR; • 

• Identification Division, POPR, by Luis Febus, 
• • 	Clerk; . 

Detective Division, POPR, by Lieutenant Antonio 
• Maldonado; . 

Retail Credit Corporation, Hato Rey, Puerto 
Rico, by Rosario Avila, Clerk; 

• 
United States Secret Service, San Juan, Puerto 

Rico, -by Special Agent Victor.Conzalez, 

On September 9, 1964, Manuel Ray, Calle La Rabida 
#310, Hato Rey, Puerto Rico, advised that he is the 
head of the organization known as Junta Revolucionaria 
Cubana (JURE). He was interviewed in the presence 	' 
Of his wife. 	 • 

Mr.- Ray stated that on September 4, 1964, he was 
interviewed by agents of the FBI in Miami, Florida, 
just prior to his departure from Miami for'Puerto Rico.' 
He stated that he advised tho agents at this time 
that he had never knoWn any individual connected 
with JURE by the name of Leopoldo. He stated this 

• was a. very uncommon name and, as far as he can remember,* 
he does not know any individual by that name. • 

•,/n regard to Si

▪ 

 lvia Odio, he stated that he has met 
this person on five or sixioccasions, mainly social, 
and that ho originally mot her at the home of. 
• • 

.• 
• 

• . , 

• 

• • • • • 
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had too much faith in Odio in regard to her activities :• in the organization. 

Ws. nay stated that she is a good friend of Silvia Odiola mother who is presently a prisoner of the Castro regime in Cuba. Mrs. Ray considers Odio a. very fine person but irresponsible and with a tendency toward exaggeration. She stated Odio will invent stories and will say whatever she thinks, 
Mrs. Ray further Indicated that, after the birth of Odio's last child, she was sick in bed in Ponce for several months, and it was general opinion amongst ,,, the'individuals'in Ponce that she was half out of her • mind, She indicated that the reason!. for the divorce from her husband was entirely a persoval problem between Odio and her husband and .that it was occasioned..• primarily by the departure of Odiols husband from ' • Ponce on a trip to Germany for a period of about six months. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Ray indicated that Jeronimo Esteve could possibly furnish additional information concerning Odio, 

On September 9, 1964, Guillermo Herrera Garcia, Apartment C-35, El Monte Apartments, Hato Rey, Puerto Rico advised that he is the former husband of • • 

( 
Jeronimo Esteve, Jr., in San Juan, Puerto Rico. lie indicated she had been active to a certain degree With JURE in Ponce, Puerto Rico,in 1962 prior to her . departure for Dallas, Texas. He indicated he never 	, 

..t 

Silvia Odio del Toro. 

Mr. Herrera stated that he married Silvia Olio on October 5, 1957 in Havana; Cuba. After Fidel Castro came to power in Cuba, he, Herrera, left Cuba in November, 1960, went to Miami, Florida, and almost immediately to Ponce, Puerto Rico. After he had located a place to live and a job in Ponce, he sent for his wife, Silvia, and ohildren to join him. She Arrived in Ponca about January 1, 1961, and they 
• 
	• 
	

• 

• 

• .. 	. 
:"Na 	 "4:P"rj141ri altr;•3-.+W.. .:••ti°,%::3/1!:Ot'. 	 • 

.arertholf 	
"4..4107. ?LIM AWOL. • 	 s  
•••17"3"7."'... 	 . 	'r 

, 41,• !AU ia 



gat; 
la,w4Prj 

,..,••••••••. 

• 
• 

•11••• • . 

• ' 
• • • •!...• 	. 

• 

Res Lee Harvey Osw• ald 

resided for approximately one year at Urbanizacion 
San Antonio F-35, in Ponce. They subsequently moved, 
for the balance of their stay in Ponce, to El yigis • 
#12, Ponce. 

• 
He advised that his former wife wets from a.very 
wealthy family in Cuba and had been .the center of 
.attraction not only in the family but in moat of 
the social c1.rclea in Havana prior to their marriage.. 
He stated when they arrived in Ponce, he was working 
as an industrial engineer at Western Fher Laboratory, 
Incorporated; and that they were on an extremeay. 
tight budget .and his wife had to do most of the 
housework by herself. He advised in. May, 1962, he 
was sent by his employer to their home plant in Germany, 
for a six months' course of instruction. During this • 

• period, he left his wife and four children.in Ponce.  
Ho stated he had' received information from friends and 
neighbors in Ponce that she had had a nervous break-
down during this peribd and that she traveled to 
Miami for approximately three weeks where she resided 
with her brother, Cesar Colo. On this trip to Miami, 
she took one child with her and left the .other three 
children with friends or relatives. 

. Upon his return to Ponce from Germany in 1962, he • 
.stated he received information from various individuals 
.in Ponce that his wife had been associating with 
another man who was also married. He stated that 	• 
upon his return, they had several quarrels; and his 
wife left Ponce and went to Dallas to visit relatives. 
She'returned several months later and instituted a• . 
suit for divorce. Herrera stated that, at this 
time,_he filed a countersuit alleging infidelity on 
the part or 0610,'at which time she dropped her suit 
•and did not contest the suit filed by him.. He stated 
that the divorce was granted in Suprior Court, ?once, 

. on August 29, 1963, and that the custody of the four 
children was awarded to him. 	 • 

▪ ■•• 

• 
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However, he stated, that it is his beli
ef that the 	• . 

• 

••• -,• .,; 

children should be with their mother, a
nd that he 	• 	- • 

has a private agreement, in writing, wi
th Odio 

• 

I n'isr .  

	

 • 	• • •• 

that she may retain  custody of the chil
dren as long 

as she to willing and capable of raisin
g them. 

Herrera further advised that upon his r
eturn from 

Germany, Odbc/.  made two abortive attem
pts to take her 

own life. He stated that on one occasi
on, he and the 

children were butand upon their return
, they found 

Odioan bed attempting to cut her wrist
s with a very 

dull knife. lirrera stated that there 
were many sharper 

knives in the house. On another occasi
on, Odic 

swallowed a bottle of pills, type not r
ecalled at 

this time, at which time he rushed her 
to the hospital 

in Ponce. After treatment and analynts
, 	it was 

determined that the pills were not harm
tul3 	 0 	

•.• • 
. 	• • 

• • 

He further advised that she had been un
der psychiatric 

care in Ponce as well as in Dallas and 
exhibited a 

letter from a Dr. Lawrence W. Martin', 
Director of 

Out Patient Division, University of Dal
las, South-

western Medical School, dated April 1, 
1963, in which 

Dr. Martin advised that Odic) does have 
some emotional 

problems but that they are not oelf-ind
uccd, and • . 

that she mainly suffers from an anxiety
 neurosis,.. 

• • 

Herrera advised that after the granting
 of the divorce, 

Odio returned to Dallas and he stated h
e had received 

information that sometime in the Fall o
f 1963, 

she underwent a hysterectomy operation 
and convalesced 

in the home of L. R. Rogers, Dallas, ad
dress unknown, 

but reportedly a wealthy cement plant o
perator. 

Rogersl -brother is Robert D. Rogers, 3821 Whi
tehall 

Drive, Dallas. 
• 

Herrera further advised that Odio'o par
ents were 

arrested by the. Castro authorities in t
he Fall of 

1961-while he and his wife were residing 
in Ponce. 

Ho stated this did have an emotional ef
fect on Odio 

. 	' 
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Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

• 
and could have contributed to some of her nervous • 

disorders. Odio's father was sentenced to 30 years 

and is presently incarcerated in the prison on the 

Isle of Pines, and her mother received a 6 year 

sentence and is confined in Havana, Cuba. 
• 

He further stated that during 1962, while he was in 

Germany, his wife joined JURE and assisted this 	. 

organization in the collection of funds in the Ponce 

area stating that sho felt this was the manner in 

which she could best assist her parents. 

Herrera described his former wife as being very 

intelligent, well-educated, but an excellent actress 

and able to convince anyone of any item if she so 

desired. He stated she enjoyed being the center of 

attraction and believes that some of her activities 

in Ponce were due to this desire to seek attention. 
• 

Ho advised that the only individual he could think of 

.by the name of Leopoldo is an individual by the name 

of Leopoldo Villoldo, who is a Cuban who recently 

returned from Dallas, Texas, to Puerto.Rico and resides 

in the Hato Rey area. He advised he believes this 

individual's -first name is Leopoldo but he is not 

sure. He stated that Leopoldo's wife was a good friend 

• of his former wife. 	 • 

Herrera stated that even though he described his • 

former wife as being a good actress and convincing, 

he is of Cc.° opinion she would not be able to fabricate 

a story regarding any connection with Oswald and be 

able'to stick to it through all the various inquiries 

to which sho must have been subjected. •. 

aJ T-1, who is a former neighbor of Silvia Odio Herreil 

in Ponce; Puerto Rico, advised on September 9, 1964, :  

that the Herrera family was composed of Silvia, her 

husband Guillermo, and their four small children. 

Guillermo Herrera worked fcr the Fher Laboratory in 

'Ponta, Puerto Rico, vhile his wife Silvia kept house 

for their four children. • •• 

•• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

•• 
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•Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 
• .• • • • •••• 	••• 

• • • 	 •• 

After moving to El Vigia, Guillermo Herrera went to •-, 
	• 

Germany for about six months to pursue studies there' -r :• • 
which would advance him in his work at. his place of  

:employment. 	 • 
:P!. f 

'I NO 

While Guillermo Herrera was in Germany, his wife, 

• Silvia, became very nervous and agitated. She wanted •!
 

• the whole neighborhood to have pity on her and to look 

after her, presumably because she was alone with fomr. ' 

.small children to look after. She would create the 

impression at times that she was having a mental 

breakdown, and it was rumored that at one time while 

her husband was away, she wanted to kill herself. 

She was described as a person who was acting all the 

time, who could cry one moment and smile the next, 

and who could immediately pass from a very depressed 

feeling to a very.gay attitude.:  

She herself (Silvia Herrera) made the statement that 

she never did love her husband, but that he loved her 

and that she was more or less pressured into marrying 

him by her family in Cuba. 

. She .was never observed to show affection for her four 
children and indicated on occasion that she did not 

Want them near her. 

. Ernestina Garcia, Clerk of Court Office, Superior 

_Court, Ponce, Puerto Rico, on September 9, 1964, 

produced divorce record Number 63-2000, which reflected 

Guillermo Herrera Garcia as "plaintiff" and Silvia 

Odio as "defendant." 

• • 

. 	• 
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Re: Leo Harvey Oswald 
• • 

The divorce action was initiated on July 16, 1963, 
by Guillermo Herrera Garcia, a resident of Ponce, . 
Puerto Rico, and the defendant was identified as 
residing in Dallas, Texaa, 

The records indicated that Guillermo Herrera Garcia 
and Silvia Odic: were married on October 5, 1957,in 
Havana, Cuba; after which, they moved to Ponce,Puerto 
Rico. Thoy have four children, namely, Silvia 	• 
Alejandra, 4i%years old; Maria Eugenia, 3i years old; 
Guillermo, 2-years old; and Patricia, l years old, 
and all bore the last name of "Herrera Odio". 

Tho record set forth that: 

• referred. children. 	 . • 

•• CJ T-21  a psychiatrist'practicing in Ponce, Puerto 
Rico, advised on September 9, 1964,that Silvia Herrera 
was referred to him by another doctor in Ponce as a 
possible izychiatric case. She visited his office, 
but did not want to be treated as a psychiatric can,/ 
It was his impression that she came from a very 	. 
Wealthy family in Cuba, and he deacribed her as 	 r. 
emotionally unstable and 	Unconventional, and he 
stated that she gave all tho appearances of not being 
ablo, either mentally or physically, to take care of 
her four small children, • ." 

"For a long time in a continuous manner, 
the defendant has been treating the plaintiff, 

.• not only cruelly, but also unusually, with 
words and with actions as well, in public 
and in private; vihose conduct consists 
moreover in complete abandon of her obli- 	 • • 
gations as a wife and mother, as well as an 
attitude of indifference and negligence 
towards the plaintiff, terminating this 
attitude in that the defendant left her home 
to go to the city of Dallas." 

On August 29, 1964, and before Victor Vargas Negron,. 
Judge, Superior Court, Ponce, Puerto Rico, Guillermo 
Herrera Garcia was granted divorce from Silvia Odio, 
at'which time he was granted custody of tho above- 

• 
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en she came to Ponce, she ingratiated herself with 	
s 

-..—, 	_:..7"" 
• wealthy families in the same area, and more or leas 	:::.--,i '.-'''. 

' .--. • expected from them all kinds or help and aasiatance. '''''? 	• 11, . •..  

	

. 	• 	0  .r.  
Jib advioed that with.regard to the records he main- 	, 	4.. 
tamed concerning his official contact with her, he 	' .s •-• •-• 
would prefer for his own protection that a court . 	• 	- 

• -** order be produced in order for him to reveal the 	• 	' . . 
contents of Ple records he maintained in his contact 	. 	• 
with Silvia. 

• ET T:3, a medical doctor praoticing in Ponce, Puerto 
Rico furnished the following information regarding 
Si1V-ra Herrera on September 9, 1964: 

When she first came to Ponce,.ahe was known to a 
well-to-do Cuban family who lived in the same area 
and who introduced her to other influential families . • 
in Ponce. 

I 

• 
... 	i • 	• 

..• 

On one occasion, he was called out to treat her 
professionally wren it was rep2rted to him thallshe 
had had an attack of nerves. 'after he examined hell 

• it was his determination that she had no such attaUk; 
instead, she feigned the attack to get attention • 
from her neighbors in El Vigia, Ponce. 

:He described her as a very mixed up young lady. She 
was reported, by tinrecalled sources, to have been 

.under psychiatric care in AIAMis  Florida, and she 
also had consulted a psychiatrist in Ponce. 

Sho is t

▪  

he mother of several, small children, and. 
she has abandoned both her children and husband and 
is liVing somewhere in the United States. She apparently 
comes from a well-to-do family in Cuba, and she doep 
-not havo the, stramina to accept the loss of all that 
to which she wzs accustomed in Cuba. 

.. 	• 
• It Was rumored in Ponce that, while her husband was .  
away from Ponce, she became emotionally ivolved - . 

. 	. 	.• 

• 

••• 10 

• 

• • • 	• 	• 
• •• 
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. Re; Lee Harvey Oswald • 

• . with another.mnrried man of Cuban.extraction, which 	
s. 

involvement caused his separation, for • time, from 
his own wife: At about the time Silvia Herrera was 

• rumored to be going with another married man, she 
.claimed she had had an atIack qt' amnesia for about. 
a 12 to 24 boUr period. 	T-44 however, completely 
discounted her. allegation in this respect because be 
has consulted-with a psychiatrist in Ponce concerning 
her alleged nmnesia'attack, and the psychiatrist's 
observation was that there was no reason why she 
should have hag such an attack. 

• 
On September 10, 1964, attempts were made to locate 
Leopoldo Vilioldo in-Hato Rey, Puerto Rico. It was 
ascertained that Mr. Alfredo Villoldo resides at 

• 233 Almirante Pinzon,linto Rey, with friends. On 
• contact at this address, it was ascertained that 

Mr. Villoldo had recently returned to San Juan from 
Dallas, Texas, and was ?acquainted with Guillermo 
Herrera and his former wife, Silvia Otiio; however, 
it was ascertained that Mr. Villoldo was presently 
on a business trip throuthout the Island of Puerto 
Rico and was not expected to return until the 
following week. 	• . 

• 
On Se tember 10 1964 Mr. 

a .o tey, 	ter 	co, afivlsed that he 
second cousin of Silvia Odio. Me stated that he 

was quite close to. Odio's family, both in Cuba and 
with her while she resided in Ponce, Puerto Rico. He 
advised that Silvia was one of nine children, but 
the oldest daughter of a very wealthy family in 
Havana, Cuba, and was the center of attraction of 
the.family and of many social activities in Havana. • 
She was given anything that sic wanted and 'vas . 	- 
fawned upon by everyone who knew her. He dcl:cribed hek as 
selfish; egotistical, very attractive, well-educated, and 
a.very convincing speaker but very emotional. He stated 
that her father was a solf-jaado man and had no scruples when 
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...:... 	..I  It.eame to business. She married Guillermo Herrera 	
.t In 1957, and he described Herrera as being basically 

the same type of person as Silvia. • 

her husband was working as an engineer and they were - 
on a very tight budget financially, Silvip, 	

• • 
• 

who was aecuatomed to the ten servants in her family's 
home, was forced to do all of her own housework as 
well as care for her children by herself. He advised 
she was unable to cope with these problems and con- . 
tinually expressed her dissatisfaction,secking 	

• 

sympathy and assistance from her friends. • 

He advised that in 1962, Silvia's husband was sent 
to Germany by his company which aggravated the situation 
in Ponce inasmuch as they had to operate on a tighter 
budget in order that he could finance his trip to 
Germany. Mr. 	 sated that there was considerable 
split amongst he members of the family in regard to - 
this trip to Germany in that nulherous members of the 
family stated that Herrera should not have made the 
trip and sympathized with Odio while others stated • 
It was necessary for him to make the trip in order 
for him to advance professionally. During this period, 
she suffered a nervous breakdown, and he,  

• convinced her she should travel to Miami for a rest - • 
and visit some of her relatives. Odic) made this  L. 	
trip, taking one child with her and he, IMEMOI took 
care of the other children. Mile in Miami'viaiting 
her brother Cesar, they became involved in a family • 
tight, and she.  again suffered a breakdown in Miami. 

membcr3 	the family and from acquaintances in Pon 

Mr. 	stated thatlie has heard rumors from other 

that she did have an affair with anothor individual 
•. In Ponce, but that he has no personal knowledge of 

this. 

t 	
. 

Upon 'the return of Herrera from Germany, Odio and her • 	
i • ' -• husband fought continually for coveral weeks, at which 
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time she asked for a divorce, but he refused to 
grant it. +At this time, Odio traveled to Dallas, 
Texas, to visit relatives where she remained for - 
several months. In the Spring of 1963, she returned, 
at which time she filed for a divorce and Herrera 
filed a counterauit. The divorce was finally granted 
on Berrera,s'sult, and he was awarded custody of the 
children. Mr. .t000104 stated that there is some type . 
of private agreement between Odio and her former 
husband enabling her to maintain custody of the 
children. 	 • 

He stated that he has not seen her since she went 
. to Dallas in 1963 but has heard several reports that 
she has again attempted, on numerous occasions, to 
become the center of attaction of the social circle 
in which she travels. He stated that in_his opinion, 
this is one of her main difficulties, that she cannot 
rationalize herself to the fact that she'is no longer • 
the daughter of‘a wealthy individual who will grant 	-. 
her every request and, cke.wli.i perform 
various actions in an attempt zo become the center of 	' 
attraction, lie advised that the members of the family: 
are split in their opinion of Odio, some being of the 
opinion that she is almost crazy, and the others 
offering their' condolences at her troubles and 	• 
offering her assistance. 
• •• 

L 	Mr. ra0400irstated that her parents were arrested by 
the 	se Castro regime in late 1961 while.Odio 

• resided in Ponce, and he knows that this was quite 
an emotional shock for her. He stated that her 
rather received a sentence of 30 years and is presently 
incarcerated on the Isle of Pines, and her mother . . 
received . a sentence of nix years and is in custody 
in Havana, Cuba. He advised that, ;during the period 

• of.the divorce, he,himsclf, was in Euro c on 
tri 	an - 	' . 	 sinter 

Ref' Lee Harvdi)swald.  
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• 

he eonacue +as 	 a‘ea 	 - 	• 
ur ng s a period. Ho further suggested that his 
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Rei*  Lee HarveS Oswald. 

other slater, 	 who resides in Miami, 
Florida, would be able to furnish information 
regarding her activities in Miami. 

Mr. 	stated the name Leopoldo is a very Uncom

• 

mon 
name, and he knows of no individual by that name who 
has been a member of any anti-Castro organization. 
He advised the only Leopoldo he knows is one 
Leopoldo Pinciro who was a classmate of his at the .. 
Havana Business Academy in 1948. He stated he last ▪ saw this individual in 1959 in Havana, at which time 
Pineiro was an official in the Cuban militia. He 
has heard nothing concerning this individual since. 
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REFERENCE Memorandum, dated and 
captioned as above, at San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

 

 

 

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have 
furnished reliable information in the past. 

The reliability of SJ T-1 cannot be evaluated, but 
source canape described as5 former neighbor of 
Silvia Odiejuto would be in a position to obtain the 
information furnished. 

L 	• 

• 6i, T-2 and SJ T-5]can be described as&ofessionai) 
individuals who were in a position to obtain the 
information furnished. 
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RE: LE PARVEY OSWALD 
INTERNAL SECURITY.- R - CUBA 

• 

• On September 11, 1964, Cesar Odle, a:e 28, resident 
• at 1500 Southwest 82nd Place, Niami, Florida, and employed 
in the office of Uaule Industries, Miami, stated he is the brothe: 
of Sylvia Odio, presently living in Dallas, Texas. 

• 
Mr..0dio said he left Cuba in October, 1930, and 

Sylvia., acre 27, and. filer husband and their children left 
Cuba about December, 1560, and took up residence in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico. 	. 	• 

• • 
Theefather and mother of Odio were arrested by. the 

Castro• regime in October, 1951, for activities against the 
government and they have been sentenced to 20 and 9 years 
imprisonments respectively. 

• 
Mr. Odio said be is the oldest of ten children, 

all now in the United States. . 
• 

• •• 

Me said Sylvia divorced her husband in 1933 and 
moved to Dallas, Te;:as, with her four children about July; 
1963. lie did not see her again until ;.u-ust, 	when 
be visited Dallas. Ze said he had no infonlatien concerning the 
incident wherein Sylvia was visited (about 1: .:te;:ar, 1963) 
at- her apartrient in Dallas by three individuals, one of whom 
she believes vas Lee t".*.vey Oswald, who said ::hey were 
associated with the anti-Castro orGanization JiTar. (Cuban 
Eevolutionary Junta). E3 said he can only presume Sylvia 
is correct about why::: she saw. Mr. Odio said lie knovs no 
acquaintance of Sylvia or other individual named Leo?oldo, 
who mizht be identical with the person of the war-name 
"Leopoldo" stated by Sylpie to be one of the three persons, 
including Oswald, who had visited her apartment. 
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Mr. Odio stated his sisters, Sylvia and Sara, age 
23, who recently married Janes Mier at Dallas, both hoped.  
to see President Kennedy when he visited Dallas on November 22, 
1963. They were waiting at the Trade Mart in Dallas when . 
news was received that President Kennedy had been Shot. He 
said his sisters hoped to ask President Kennedy to obtain 
release of their parents, or at least their mother, from.' 
Cuba. He said Sylvia fainted at the news of the shooting . 
and subsequently had a nervous breakdown from which she is 
still suffering. He said Sylvia's breakdown may also have 
been due in part to her divorce and to the imprisonment of 
.her parents. 

On September 11, 1964, Mrs. Silvia G. Herrera,.. 
118 Southeast 12th Terrace, Miami, stated she is the mother 
of Guillermo Herrera, who divorced Sylvia Odio at Ponce, 
Puerto Rico, in July, l963. Mrs. Herrera said she had no 
knowledge of the incident wherein Sylvia Odio believes 
Lee Harvey Oswald had come to her Dallas apartment with two 
other men, who said they represented JURE. Mrs. Herrera 
said she could not think of anyone named Leopoldo who might 
be identical with the three men who visited Sylvia Odio. 

Mrs. Herrera advised that both her son, Guillermo, 
and Sylvia and their child::en", then three, left Cuba before 
the end of 1960, and settled in Ponce, Puerto Rico, where 
Guillermo Herrera, age 30, an industrial engineer, graduated 
from Georgia Tec:i and obtained employment with Western Fher 
Laboratories, Inc. In April, 1962, Mrs. Herrera visited 
her son and family in Ponce, at which time a fourth child WAS 
born to Sylvia. Then, in June, 1962, Guillermo Herrera was 
sent by his employer to Germany for training to last approxi-
mately six months. It was during this peridd, after Mrs. 
Herrera had returned to Miami and Guillermo had gone to • 
Cemany, that Mrs. Herrera learned Sylvia Odio was apparently 
neglecting her four childrein. Mrs. Herrera explained that 
her other son, age 20, was staying at the residenOe of 
Sylvia in Ponce, working and attending college at the time. 
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Through her son, Y.1.s. Herrera learned Sylvia had put  
the children out with friends and was herself going 	' 10k.' 
out nights. When Guillermo Herrera returned to Ponce 
from Germany in Docenber, 1962, he requested Mrs. Herrera 
to come to Ponce to help care for the children. In 
March, 1963, Sylvia left Ponce and went to Dallas, 
Texas, where she obtained psychiatric treatment from 
one or possibly two doctors; one of these doctors may 
have examined Jack ruby, assassin of Oswald. When 
Sylvia vent to Dallas, she said she intended to write 
novels for magazines, and t00% a typewriter with her. 
She frequently telephoned to Ponce to say she could not 
see her husband and children for two or three years. 
Her husband, however, had received a letter from Sylvia's 
psychiatrist in Uallas, advising that Sylvia could lead 
a. normal life. 

In anproxijlately June, 1963, Sylvia appeared 
• in Ponce without notice. She then Tiled suit for divorce 
but her husband filed a countersuit, which Sylvia did 
not contest. The husband was avarded custody of the 
four children, but gave Sylvia written consent to take 
the children to Dellns. The.hr.o!:.and had lost his job due 
to the problems of carins for his fazaly. 

Era. nerrert stated Cylv4 r. Odio is very 
intelligent and :tees whatevershe acts her mind to. In . 
i:rs. Herrera's c?,inion, Sylvia is also very conceited 
• and vain ofph her ysieal beauty and of her brains. Also, 

according to 	Zerrera, Sylvia is a naturally excellent 
actress and succeeds in obtaining sympathy of °pers. 

Urs. Herrera said that she, herself, and her . 
two sons enjoyed considerable wealth in CuLa, and Sylvia 
and her .fartily were also very wealthy. Sylvia's father 
was self-L:ade, having built a substantial trucking busi-
ness in Cuba. Sylvia:3 parents have been involved in 
Cuban revolutionary of airs through several regiues. 

• • 
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Also the imprisonment of her parents had considerable effect %/•.: 

on Sylvia's stability. Mrs. Eerrera stated that while she ' 

could not judge the accuracy of Sylvia's belief that Oswald 

and two other men had visited her apartment, she is satisfied —

that Sylvia could intelligently fabricate an incident if 

so motivated. 
•  

On Septe

• 

mber 11, 1954, Yrs. Grethel Esteves de• • • 
Martinez, 9250 Southwest 31st Terrace, Miami, stated she is 
a second cousin of Sylvia Odio. Sylvia's youngest sister, 

age 6, resides v:ith Mrs. Martinez. Mrs. Martinez said she 

last saw Sylvia when Sylvia and her children passed through 

Miami en route to Dallas, Texas, from Puerto Rico, in the 

Summer of 1963. Mrs. Martinez said she could not comment ' 

on the accuracy of Sylvia's information concerning Lee Harvey 

Oswald appearing at her. apartment with two other men. She 

said Sylvia has had psychiatric treatment since going to 

Dallas, but seemed c:uite normal Chen she came through Miami 

in the Summer of 1SS3. She said she believes Sylvia has 

decided to chanza from Catholic to another religion but 

did not kilo* if Sylvia's emotional state influenced this 

decision. Mrs. Martinez said she had no idea who Leopoldo, 

named by Sylvia Gdio :a a con2anion of Oswald, might be. 

• 

Yrs. Herrera said she believed Sylvia was'unable 

to adjust to the relative hardships of exile from Cuba. • 
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advised that SILVIA ODIO was from an extremely 
wealthy amily in Cuba and was the center of attraction 
not only in the family but in the social circles of . 
Havana, Cuba. She lived an extremely frivolous life 
while in Eavana. On arrival in Puerto Rico in 1961, 
there was a'very decided elanze in the economic status of 
ODIO and Ler husband, and she was forced to perform all 
her own work 	udinl' raisin: bar children. In the 
opinion of 	 , ODIO was not capable of 
performing this ,cusework and always complained, 
attempting to gain sympathy, not only from family 
but from friends and neigWoors. She also attempted to 
continue to be the center of affairs but without success 
due to her economic status. . 

This change in economic life, the arguments with her 
.husband and the eventual divorce and her inability to 
adjust brought on a series of partial breakdowns. In . 
late Spring of 1933, ODIO returned to Puerto Rico from 
Dallas in order to obtain her divorce. A -,is time, 
ODIO resided for several weeks in the *s!IA4Ei - esidence in 
Rio Piedras. During thia time, ODIO aGv1s=. she had 
-been under psychiatric cnro but that, in her opinion, 
she had recovered. ODIO claimed that she was working 
extremely hard in Dallas. 
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA - CUBA 

NI. 

On September 12, 1964, 
Urbanizacion El Cerezal, Rio 
advised she is the sister of 
cousin of SILVIA ODIO. 
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Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD 

Since that time, 	 has received several . 
letters from ODIO in vitae 	DIO stated that she was 
working hard but having a difficult time making ends , 
meet. She indicated she had to leave her children 	 • . . 
at a nursery while she herself went to work and complained 
in a majority of the letters about the lack of social 	• 
life. She indicated in the majority of her letters 	•• 
that she was extremely lonesome and had very few friends 
in Dallas. 

advised that it is her opinion that ODIO 
was never able to cope with the change from her manner 
of life in Eavana to the manner of life in Puerto Rico 
and Dallas. In view of this, ODIO has continually sought 
various means to regain her position by eliciting 	' 
sympathy and ^ 	 to be active in various social 
activities. 	 further stated that the 
hysterectomy operat:on undergone by ODIO in Dallas had 

.....a-great effect on her emotional well-being. She further 
stated that ODIO has' a. excellent imagination, writes 
stories, and reportedly Las had some published under a 
pseudonym. She is a very convincing person to talk to, 
a good actress, and possesses a tendency toward exhibitionism. 
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