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13/23/68
Deer Jack,

Menykthanks for your letter of 12/20, $he article and the check, Wjat
isaue of the Journal? We heve sn escrow account for the unpublished books into
which the cheek will go. I wish I thought it would be poesible to bring them out,
soon, But, I do keep worlcing. ol ;

Atter I spoke fo you, unexpectedly I vae in Dallas, ss a guest, My . .

: lhort vialt there wes in many ways very ancecasml., ou ¢an tell your friemd I 1

located and hed » long end friemdly teped $alk with Father Machenn. Only s cause

I. di 't get around to it in time did I not get to see Joann Rogers. She lseft the :

phoned her for eix montha in ¥lorida but promised $o tell e mutual friend

how I eould reach her, She'd see me there but I Eam no -ana of gatting there.

phoned the friend todey, but no one was home. “esnwhile, + have an invitstion
to g0 there for dinner during the holidays eand I will,

T went to encourage you %o try end understsnd that some of the u%rmly
emaemun people who are in no wey ‘eonnected nth thp aannin.t:lon are. bn our
side snd have been very helpful, I really expect more help from them, I am: aatiu- £
fied in my own mind there is nothing sinister about the feet that Sylvia wes with
the mym. By the way, 1 also interviewsed her uncle two weeks ago, .eohtim i
what * learned in Dsllss, she has divorced the husbend she remarried, in back in
the UiS.; in Florida, end hes married mother men. If your friend knwws her new nsme
end adjress, 1'd like to have it in cese I do get down there, I might. I neyer kmuw,

I didn t expect to go to Dallas after I saw you, but I did. -

What you suggest sounds like bagically & good epprosch if your friend
is will:l.ns to teke the time, 1 think the moat important thing is not to color her
roealleétion, fiot to feed her what she might xitmsei.m:taly or subconaciously feed back. =
If she knows eny of the men involved, snd if sl hes sny pictures, I think it impor- '
tent to lncluda other pin'hu'u so the identification will not be sutomatic.

1
* You knov the story you toldx me. Get thet on tape. %et her to add ihy g
they were with Sylvias, the detes, who asked them, why they expectei what they did- S I
had she forecest it, or had she =eid what led them to expect it. I mm satisfied g
she enticipated the assassination i I em slso satisfied the federal mgents did mot l
report everything she told them. * know some of what they left out, but not 'en'mi@h-.' i :
I am setisfied they forced an identification ofxthe men who visited her on her, ‘ ,
including perhaps forcing her to specify nemes when she mey not have beeh gertein. i
fHer best independent recollection i1s importent. Also, the direction the FB® ¥ d ber
into, if your friend knéws these things. Then there is the story of Machann, what
embarrassed him, if she kmows and will tell (she may be willing to put it in s letter
to me but not tell more than one person). Whst does she know sbout Lucille “onnell
and what trenspired at her house. Does she know the story of Sylyis ami tke pillow
gt the Rogerses, or of the letter from Connell, then in Boston, Sylvis left behind.
Ir she knows these, I need details. Then there 1s the Remos girl and her story, if {
‘she knows it. This is one of the several things involving Lieutenant Butler. i
Does she know or telieve Sylvie told Mschenn things in the confessional? Does she = =
know or conjecture what? Incidently, I suspect this. He told m he had confidences =~ =
he could not divulge when I led him in this direction, end I respected 1t. If this
ie the csse, he is the second Catholic priest with such s problem, in Dallas,

Does your friend understsnd, eas I hope she does, that the only danger to
her if she has importent information is from silence? Thers 1= esuse for those who
might be hurt by thet knowledge to do something if she had kept itmto herself. If
someone like me knows it, there is nothing to bs gained by doing enything to her end,
in fact, it 1s e kind of insurenme, for it wuld tend to finger them. The same is

L



- .wreng, though I try otherwise and here do not think I sm. I think the inyolyement

"Hall and Howard to her. They were not the guys, as the FBI said, or there was

" thet DRE meeting. Does she kuow of any of these pecple who ﬁikﬁt"iﬂ?x

even more true of Sylvie. I think it is important thet there be a record of what
each could say. "ou ean trust Hel implieitly. “e_will not breach confidences. I elso
will not use what should not be used. If he end I both have copies of the taps, it
ias sven better.

" Regardless of whethsr she sgrees with the opinionz I expressed to you, 1
I nope you will get her to speak her own mind, not mine. These differences cen be -
addsessed in the future. The Warren Commission had no monopoly on error. I elsocen be

of Ferre was personsl, snd that of the Boherses is through him, es a fevor to him.
Sylvie's lfﬁiutin'n,_wp_n.‘nth the more leftward group, though it wes not genuinely .
to the left. "his is what makes more incredible the sending of those extreme rightists

soms thing especially devious sbout this, Does your friend heve epy ideas elong the ‘.
line of who was there? Did Sylvis ssy anything not in the evidence about this? Did 1
it have eny connection with the DRE, which had people there ebout that approximste |
time, or e rally at White Rock Lake, at the seme spproximete time? I heve the namss,
and Hal hes them aveilable to him from Paul, the young msn with the beerd who you
met, of thoes et -one of the DRE meetings. Does she think Ed Schwille had my...
involyement? He'was a “exes EKnott's Berry Fermer. Now deasd, Gemerslmiislker was

“mottag).

.. Did Sylvis ever mention eny Cubens who worked at Parkland. "
indicate she had sny suspleions of sny kind sbout them? There was one of waom

Mgchenn hed doubts, I forgot to agk him about that men. I heve e neme snd deseription
of 8 possible candidate from the astorrs. '

Osweld {including from the memes, for there wes a report Oswald was at that

i
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Did Bylvis talk when she was out, or did she afterward sey enything
that might have significance, or enything thet didn t meke sense thet we might |
be able to ma ke sanse of? SR ? ; y ;i , l

I've rambled, for it Vris pest my late bedtime. I hope it is c&npréheﬁ-

sible. My thenks $o you end your friend, end best wishes for & heppy hollday
seagon end 2 prosperous years. i _ TG SR Dl
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Harold Weisberg




