
Background FYI. please return clip (no hurry). I met Obst shortly after he had split from Hersh and had started as an agent/arranger, etc. I wal.; in the Office of The Times of London when he came in to keep a lunch date with Ian Mc?onald, who had told me Obst andI should get together. Obst said same thing as tney left and asked that I get in touch when free. I dis on a number of occasions. lie said he was and seemed to be excited. Had I doubted it I'd not have spent as much time calling him, getting a different and seemingly reasonable explanation or apology each time. I finally quit. I think I first told him he really wasn't interested and hadn't been and had been making on that he was, and I do think he agreed, explicitly or implicitly. As I learn who his new clients are, I also come to' know what I have felt for a long time, that their friends do not serve well those who get into the kinds of trouble visited upon the anti—war people. The case against those who makes the cases against them could by now have been a powerful-on', ready for use. Instead it remains almost entirely unknown and not even the lawyers are aware of th missed possibilities. H 



Dear Taylor, 13).-,e1 	1 1 	 12/15/74 
Lewis lisp hen has (Aar-111Bit moot of what your !Alaimo loft andortain. That wan help.. boodu.%n i haw', sold on' ono-tims, rum-exklusivn urea rirl4! more are in nroopect. 
however, aeon did not involve Nu-plea ur i .,hile I could take your cilLnoo tug latierb.- ing thn othor 'things you mentioned are off, I'd rother know. As I told you and should Wore shoots, I'm old faohionod in sous weyu. I trust pnople, an I truntod you to prenorve dance with what I thought could hap you on your book. Amin I ava ay  word, directly or indirootly, I try to keep it. VIhtui you spoke to ma about David isbot I did not In thero-aftor about nnythin,r we discussed that you oven augaustod blight interce:t 
However, when you )..,talinad. silent, Overt thou, i I know thin can mean that you ore out of town and/or quite busy, with a direct laryvic apgroach on ,some of eel{ earlier work I ai.1 not call you or Obat. :doe ono else, not an agent but .ith connz,ctionh, that. I think there east bo a movie and that if it is botom noon it can towour at a very topical lomat. 

When you suggested that Ubot amid 'ow intorentoci in ay Watergate book, I told you he mi&$it find a conflict in it. You t suelt otherwise becauao you maid you would bring ila together /tfter the, Sunday or holiday you wore to din ,  with Liu and his wife (who is the 001101.11 of a friend of mine). 
The more immediate of Cu, two tidasn that proapt this letter if ilsoKonsie's otory in today Post, Ali, "Sontenuos Divide Attorhoyo." It deale with 'can's sentence anit hie lawyorto efforts to got it reduced.. allogoe nieleadirk; of tho 	soma to loon large is this. In tho first Torsi on. of ay Waterip4to book I hove a chapter alront mall book length that I think io rolarrant ani could be armful to Shaffer. Should it be, I think ons of 	reeolta, ao it could influonco what could happen to a book, is obvious. on ny own I nay or eau not do oomothing. reimo will control. But .2t Wet in going to hove &Ay int:reut I matt not do anything. Other such oituationo sr. not inprobable. So, I would apgooiatc latowing, either way. 
Dean'o lawyer, by the way, is not inpertenood in covering up. Ito did a rather pron.:animal job when ho wan a Warren Cows/Amin:1 lawyer. Igo into it in ?art ire my second ,Fitiiktvemai  book. I; rhwat with a vital bit of the w•rlioat evidonco. 
Iatoreit in the ournaut book, despite no =Loy fox ads or proixrtions one noseview widow, ressixui good. With ealue from radio brondQrsetzn aLL Ledo from hem ant by photos, in tho ftrat two weaka ,Jusro wan enoLosh =oh to repay 014. of the 1001 to t e beak. With what this anoillary uao will 'bring l's gettine oat a basest. bmve a7c moiliros list of the several thousand who haft written me, iJetrutto the thinnest of the snoesing I retrain hopeful that we will at leant pay the bunk oft. iiitti look. bore. 
Aral ell It in =tow 41), ttia otto,' loot, i nave not cveo Itierd of a single onilo cement. '.:Ouplad with eta in dn ortun heavy 914. I I. 	t tell you, -I; w46.. oft= front-poor nowa. 24e, 	:oett.1 aoro Ulan 4) coiutz toots.; on tlm front plus a Jump. Anglo nal:lo haw) innIud ad. the VIC ;tut roP.1 inki4.1 1tUauil a-;i.ltiona au far away as lionolulu, Maltz for the first UAW. These oculdne to tall w that attitudes and tho situathwa are changing. aside from What this OM M00% to the current book, I think it is a promieing forecast of the poanibilitiou the other uiw I discuaowl uith you. 
I (tomtit wind if everything iaa OnZattlre. but I would aporoiate !mowing itt 

Sincerely, 

Liarold Weinberg 
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D
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bst, literary agent for R
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lark, and D
an-
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m

assacre story public;. is reportedly in C
alifornia nego,

  
tiating to buy the m

uckraking m
agazine, R

am
parts. ` 

If O
bst's m

ission .is successful, sources close to him
 

say
 th

at h
e in

ten
d
s to

 m
o
v
e th

e fin
an

cially
 im

p
eriled

 
m

agazine from
 S

an F
rancisco to W

ashington. 
. 

	

	
H

e has already lined up one byline, colum
nist Jack 

A
nderson's youthful associate, B

rit H
um

e. 
' H

um
e becam

e nationally know
n last spring as the re-

porter to w
hom

 lobbyist D
ita B

eard first confifm
ed au- 

- thorship of the controversial m
em

o in w
hich IT

T
 pledged 

$400,000 to the R
epublican N

ational C
onvention w

hile 
antitrust suits against the conglom

erate w
ere pending 

in the courts. 
H

um
e is giving up his full-tim

e job w
ith A

bderson 
th

is w
eek

 to
 freelan

ce, b
u
t w

ill co
n
tin

u
e to

 w
o
rk

 fo
r 

him
 an a part-tim

e basis. 
O

b
st, reach

ed
 at th

e R
am

p
arts o

ffice 'in
 C

alifo
rn

ia 
last w

eek
, w

as relu
ctan

t to
 talk

 ab
o

u
t th

e d
eal at th

is 
stage. H

e confirm
ed that negotiations w

ere going on, 
but said at that m

om
ent he w

as "just sitting back sm
ok-

ing a cigar." 
R

am
parts, w

hich lost $4 m
illion and w

as reorganized 

V
IP

 

"S
ources dose to him

 say that lie in-

tends 

 

 to m
ove the financially im

periled 

m
agazine from

 San Francisco to W
ash- 

ington." 

several years ago under the F
ederal B

ankruptcy A
ct, 

now
 has a circulation of 100,000 and is "breaking even." 

O
bst, 26, intends to shift the m

agazine from
 its doc-

trinaire liberal focus, aim
ing for m

ore investigative re-
porting by w

riters, like H
um

e and a broader national 
appeal. 

O
bst, at 23, first becam

e know
n outside radical circles 

as the agent w
ho m

arketed the M
ylai m

assacre story, 
w

h
ich

 u
ltim

ately
 w

o
n
 th

e P
u
litzer P

rize fo
r rep

o
rter 

Seym
our M

. H
ersh. 

M
ore recently, O

bst surfaced as the representative w
ho 

set up A
ttorney G

eneral R
am

sey C
lark's press confer- 

ences here and in C
alifornia after C

lark returned from
 

H
anoi. 

P
otpourri 

W
ashingtonians answ

ering a recent "H
ouse F

or S
ale" 

ad in the .classifieds discovered that the G
eorgetow

n 
dw

elling w
as ow

ned by A
bigail M

cC
arthy. B

ut she is 
m

erely getting rid of the place as a- real estate invest-
m

ent, she says, and has no plans to m
ove aw

ay from
 

W
ashington. 'lath 

she 
an

d
 fo

rm
er S

en
. E

u
g

en
e M

c-
C

arthy, from
 w

hom
 she has been separated since 1969, 

are busy w
riting new

 books and both say they have no 
p
lan

s at th
e m

o
m

en
t to

 file fo
r d

iv
o
rce . - T

h
ere's a 

long line of agents, m
agazine and book editors eager 

to get M
artha M

itchell's m
em

oirs under contract. S
om

e-
one w

ho called her at the E
ssex H

ouse in N
ew

 Y
ork 

last w
eek discovered that there w

ere 30 people w
ho had -

gotten there first . . . L
yndon and L

ady B
ird Johnson 

w
ere ju

st sittin
g

 th
ere at th

e ran
ch

, h
av

in
g

 b
reak

fast - 
and w

atching the "T
oday" show

 last w
eek w

hen som
e-

one m
entioned on the air that ,it w

as B
arbara W

alters' 
birthday. S

o the form
er P

resident got on the telephone. 
H

e didn't sing "H
appy B

irthday," but he did have, som
e 

nice things to say. 
C

 
1972, 

T
he W

ashington Post and Chicago Tribune-N
ow

 Y
ork N

ew
s 

tbathnste. 
I
s
e
. 


