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t m
ay n

ot b
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. C
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d
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N
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 C
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L
A

R
R

Y
 K

IN
G

 L
IV

E
 T

ran
scrip

t #478 
A

ir D
ate: Jan

u
ary 20, 1992 

T
ip

 O
'N

eill on
 th

e S
tate of th

e U
n

ion
 

A
N

N
O

U
N

C
E

R
: W

elcom
e to L

arry K
in

g L
ive. T

on
igh

t: M
r. S

p
eak

er —
 T

ip
 

O
'N

eill. T
h

e B
oston

 Irish
m

an
 w

h
o m

ad
e a career as th

e m
an

 of th
e H

ou
se 

sets h
is legen

d
ary p

olitical sigh
ts on

 th
e cu

rren
t scen

e. N
ow

, h
ere's L

arry 
K

ing. 
L

A
R

R
Y

 K
IN

G
: G

ood
 even

in
g. W

e're b
ack

 in
 W

ash
in

gton
 after last n

igh
t's 

tow
n

 foru
m

 in
 P

ittsb
u

rgh
 an

d
 a w

eek
 in

 L
os A

n
geles. W

e h
op

e you
 en

joyed
 

all th
at p

rogram
m

in
g. W

e're b
ack

 in
 th

e frien
d

ly con
fin

es of ou
r stu

d
ios in

 
A

m
erica's capital city, the D

istrict of C
olum

bia. 
A

 q
u

ick
 n

ote: T
om

orrow
 n

igh
t w

e're goin
g to d

o a m
ajor story an

d
 p

ro-
gram

 d
ealin

g w
ith

 b
reast im

p
lan

ts, an
d

 W
ed

n
esd

ay n
igh

t C
yb

ill S
h

ep
h

erd
 

w
ill b

e w
ith

 u
s. 

S
om

etim
es it's h

ard
 to b

elieve an
yon

e else cou
ld

 call th
e H

ou
se to ord

er. 
T

ip
 O

'N
eill n

o lon
ger m

ak
es th

e train
s ru

n
 on

 tim
e on

 C
ap

itol H
ill, b

u
t h

e's 
su

ch
 an

 icon
 —

 su
ch

 a sym
b

ol of G
overn

m
en

t for th
e p

eop
le —

 it's as if h
e 

still ru
m

b
les th

rou
gh

 th
ose h

alls. L
ik

e C
on

gress itself, th
e m

an
 is h

earty, 
ru

m
p

led
, en

tertain
in

g, p
assion

ate, an
d

 n
ever ab

ove a good
 rh

u
b

arb
. W

h
en

 
P

resid
en

t B
u

sh
 aw

ard
ed

 h
im

 th
e P

resid
en

tial M
ed

al of F
reed

om
 tw

o m
on

th
s 

ago, h
e called

 T
ip

 O
'N

eill a tou
gh

 p
artisan

. F
ar m

ore im
p

ortan
t, h

e is a tru
e 

p
atriot. H

e'll b
e w

ith
 u

s for th
e fu

ll h
ou

r ton
igh

t. W
e'll b

e tak
in

g you
r p

h
on

e 
calls, if you

 w
an

t to talk
 w

ith
 on

e of th
e legen

d
ary figu

res in
 A

m
erican

 p
oliti-

cal history —
 the H

onorable T
ip O

'N
eill. 

A
n

d
 on

 th
is very au

sp
iciou

s occasion
, th

e b
irth

d
ay of M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g, 
Jr. —

 I k
n

ow
 you

 k
n

ew
 h

im
. 

T
H

O
M

A
S

 P
. O

'N
E

IL
L

, F
orm

er S
p

eak
er of th

e H
ou

se: I rem
em

b
er I w

as 
th

ere for th
e great sp

eech
 th

at h
e m

ad
e an

d
 	

n
ever forget it, eith

er, b
e- 

cau
se it w

as a trem
en

d
ou

sly h
ot su

m
m

er's d
ay. A

n
d

 Jim
 O

'H
ara from

 D
e-

troit an
d

 Jim
 R

oosevelt, w
h

o w
ere m

em
b

ers of C
on

gress, got a b
u

s, an
d

 ab
ou

t 
25 of u

s w
en

t d
ow

n
 an

d
 w

e sat righ
t to th

e left of h
im

 as you
 look

 u
p

. H
e 

cam
e over an

d
 sh

ook
 h

an
d

s w
ith

 all of u
s. I've h

eard
 a m

illion
 sp

eech
es in

 
m

y life an
d

 "
I H

ave a D
ream

"
 —

 T
h

at w
as th

e greatest th
at I've ever h

eard
. 

T
h

at w
as a b

eau
tifu

l, b
eau

tifu
l sp

eech
. 

K
IN

G
: W

ere you
 in

volved
 in

 m
ak

in
g h

is b
irth

d
ay a n

ation
al h

olid
ay? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: V
ery, very m

u
ch

 so. I w
as S

p
eak

er of th
e H

ou
se w

h
en

 th
at 

. w
as m

ad
e an

d
 C

oretta cam
e in

 to see m
e. N

ow
, th

e q
u

estion
 on

 h
ow

 w
e w

ere 
goin

g to get it m
ad

e—
 

IC
IN

G
: B

y th
e w

ay, b
y ask

in
g "

very in
volved

,"
 som

etim
es a S

p
eak

er can
 b

e 
very in

volved
 in

 som
eth

in
g an

d
 som

etim
es h

e can
—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, I w
as very in

volved
 in

 th
is on

e. T
h

e q
u

estion
 w

as—
T

h
ere w

as n
o q

u
estion

 w
e cou

ld
 p

ass th
e b

ill. It w
as h

ow
 you

 get th
e ru

le 
on

to th
e floor. If you

 get th
e ru

le to th
e floor w

ith
 an

 op
en

 ru
le, th

en
 th

ey 
cou

ld
 attach

 all typ
es of am

en
d

m
en

ts arou
n

d
 it an

d
 it w

ou
ld

 k
ill it. If you

 
b

rou
gh

t it in
 w

ith
 a closed

 ru
le th

at n
o am

en
d

m
en

ts cou
ld

 b
e offered

 to it, 
w

h
ich

 th
e R

u
les C

om
m

ittee d
id

 at h
er b

eh
est an

d
 m

y b
eh

est—
 It p

assed
 an

d
 

b
ecam

e th
e legal h

olid
ay. 

K
IN

G
: A

re you
 su

rp
rised

 th
at A

rizon
a as a state still d

oesn
't celeb

rate it? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: Y

es, I really am
, to b

e p
erfectly tru

th
fu

l. It's k
in

d
 of sm

all on
 

th
eir p

art. I d
on

't th
in

k
 th

at th
ere's—

 I d
on

't th
in

k
 it's racial. I th

in
k

 it's 
stu

b
b

orn
n

ess righ
t n

ow
 m

ore th
an

 an
yth

in
g else. B

u
t as a factor for th

e 
state, it m

u
st b

e costin
g th

em
 m

illion
s of d

ollars. It's stu
p

id
. 

K
IN

G
: D

id
 you

 w
atch

 last n
igh

t's tow
n

 m
eetin

g? 

—
 2 —

 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: I loved
 it. I ab

solu
tely loved

 it. I've got to tell you
, it b

rou
gh

t 
b

ack
 m

em
ories of m

e of 40 years ago. F
orty years ago, I w

as sp
eak

er of th
e 

h
ou

se in
 M

assach
u

setts. T
h

e telep
h

on
e ran

g, I'm
 in

 m
y office, an

d
 it's G

en
er-

al M
acA

rth
u

r callin
g from

 Jap
an

 —
 an

d
 I cou

ld
n

't b
elieve it. M

em
b

ers of th
e 

Jap
an

ese D
iet w

ere in
 M

assach
u

setts to stu
d

y d
em

ocracy an
d

 th
ey w

en
t to 

th
e B

oston
 city cou

n
cil. O

n
e of th

e m
em

b
ers of th

e cou
n

cil, h
is eon

 h
ad

 b
een

 
k

illed
, an

d
 h

e ord
ered

 th
e Jap

an
ese D

iet m
em

b
ers ou

t of th
e ch

am
b

er. A
n

d
 

th
ey carried

 a b
ig h

ead
lin

e in
 Jap

an
 h

ow
 th

ey w
ere reb

u
ffed

 in
 B

oston
. 

M
acA

rth
u

r called
 m

e. H
e said

, "
W

ill you
 tak

e th
em

 in
to th

e legislatu
re?"

 
H

e said
, "

W
ou

ld
 you

 tell th
em

 ab
ou

t tow
n

 m
eetin

gs?"
 S

o w
e took

 th
em

 for a 
w

eek
 an

d
 every d

ay w
e tau

gh
t th

em
 h

ow
 you

 op
erate a govern

m
en

t an
d

 h
ow

 
you

 op
erate a legislatu

re an
d

 h
ow

 p
arliam

en
tary p

roced
u

re w
ork

ed
, an

d
 

every n
igh

t w
e took

 th
em

 to tow
n

 m
eetin

gs. 
W

ell, som
e of th

em
 w

ere op
en

 tow
n

 m
eetin

gs an
d

 som
e of th

em
 w

ere th
ose 

tow
n

 m
eetin

gs th
at m

em
b

ers from
 each

 p
recin

ct—
 b

u
t 1 h

ad
 a w

eek
 w

ith
 

th
em

 an
d

 I saw
 tow

n
 m

eetin
gs. A

n
d

 it b
rou

gh
t m

e b
ack

. T
h

ere's n
oth

in
g 

lik
e th

e good
 old

 tow
n

 m
eetin

g. It origin
ated

 in
 M

assach
u

setts. A
n

d
 you

 d
id

 
a great job

 last n
igh

t. 
K

IN
G

: T
h

an
k

 you
. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
h

at w
as a b

eau
tifu

l p
rogram

. 
K

IN
G

: T
h

ey get u
p

 an
d

 sin
g it ou

t, too. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: Y

es, th
at w

as great. 
K

IN
G

: W
e've got a lot of issu

es to d
iscu

ss, b
u

t on
e I w

an
ted

 to m
en

tion
 to 

you =
  

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: S
u

re. 
K

IN
G

: —
b

eca
u

se T
ip

 w
a
s m

en
tio

n
in

g
 to

 m
e b

efo
re w

e b
eg

a
n

 th
a
t h

e 
w

atch
ed

 G
overn

or an
d

 M
rs. C

on
n

ally an
d

 F
ran

k
 M

an
k

iew
icz last w

eek
 d

is- 
cu

ss JF
K

 an
d

 th
e even

ts of N
ovem

b
er 22n

d
, 1963. 

A
n

d
 I k

n
ow

 th
at you

 h
old

 th
e seat—

 T
h

e seat you
 h

eld
 in

 C
on

gress w
as 

th
e seat th

at Joh
n

 F
itzgerald

 K
en

n
ed

y h
eld

. Y
ou

 k
n

ow
 h

im
 sin

ce h
e w

as a 
b

oy. W
h

at d
o you

 th
in

k
 h

ap
p

en
ed

 th
at d

ay? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, tw
o w

eek
s b

efore h
e w

en
t—

 
K

IN
G

: B
y th

e w
ay, d

id
 you

 see th
e m

ovie? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: N

o, I h
aven

't seen
 th

e m
ovie an

d
, really, I h

ave n
o d

esire to 
see th

e m
ovie. A

b
ou

t tw
o w

eek
s b

efore h
e w

en
t d

ow
n

 to T
exas I w

as visitin
g 

h
im

 an
d

 w
e w

ere talk
in

g ab
ou

t th
e p

rogram
, h

ow
 th

in
gs w

ere goin
g in

 th
e 

H
ou

se. T
h

in
gs w

eren
't goin

g good
 in

 th
e H

ou
se, as a m

atter of fact. H
e in

 
th

is con
versation

 said
 to m

e, "
Y

ou
 k

n
ow

, m
y n

om
in

ee—
 th

e n
om

in
ee w

ill b
e 

G
old

w
ater an

d
 h

e'd
 b

rin
g u

s in
to w

ar."
 I said

, "
Jack

, w
h

at are w
e in

 n
ow

, 
M

r. P
resid

en
t?"

 H
e said

, "
N

o, n
o, I'm

 goin
g to b

rin
g th

e troop
s h

om
e as soon

 
as th

e election
 is over."

 
K

IN
G

: H
e d

efin
itely said

 th
at? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h

, n
o q

u
estion

 ab
ou

t it. I p
u

t it in
 m

y b
ook

 an
d

, as a m
atter 

of fact, th
ere w

ere th
ose p

eop
le th

at q
u

estion
ed

 it. N
ow

 th
ey h

ave record
s 

w
h

ere h
e w

rote to th
e U

.N
. an

d
 th

ey h
ave fou

n
d

 record
s th

at h
e in

ten
d

ed
 to 

d
o th

at. 
K

IN
G

: D
id

 you
 fear h

is goin
g to T

exas? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: I feared

 h
im

 goin
g to T

exas. I said
, "

It's rid
icu

lou
s."

 H
e said

, 
"

I've got to straigh
ten

 ou
t th

e p
arty d

ow
n

 th
ere."

 H
e said

, "
T

h
ere's a d

if-
ference betw

een—
" oh, I can't think of the old senator's nam

e—
 

K
IN

G
: Y

arborough. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: Y

arborough, w
ho w

as a good friend—
 

K
IN

G
: G

overn
or C

on
n

ally d
en

ied
 th

at. H
e said

 h
e w

as th
ere—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, th
at's w

h
at Jack

 said
 to m

e. T
h

e P
resid

en
t said

 to m
e, 

"
T

h
ere's p

rob
lem

s b
etw

een
 C

on
n

ally an
d

 Y
arb

orou
gh

,"
 an

d
 h

e said
, "

I've got 

—
3
—

 



to straigh
ten

 th
em

 ou
t."

 W
ell, an

yw
ay, I rem

em
b

er th
e d

ay. O
f cou

rse, eve-
ryb

od
y rem

em
b

ers th
e d

ay an
d

 w
h

ere th
ey w

ere. I w
as in

 m
y office in

 B
oston

 
an

d
 C

ath
y O

'B
rien

, on
e of th

e oth
er con

gressm
an

's secretaries, cam
e ru

n
n

in
g 

in
. S

h
e h

ad
 a w

ord
 for m

e. S
h

e said
, "

I h
eard

 th
e P

resid
en

t w
as sh

ot. I can
't 

b
elieve it."

 I called
 th

e B
oston

 G
lobe. 

I said
, "

L
et m

e sp
eak

 to B
ob

 H
ealy,"

 
an

d
 th

e girl said, "
Is th

is you
, T

ip
?"

 I said
, "

Y
es."

 S
h

e started
 to cry. S

h
e 

says, "
H

e's d
ead

. H
e's b

een
 sh

ot."
 A

n
d

 so 	
never forget it. 

I alw
ays b

elieved
 th

e W
arren

 rep
ort. I talk

ed
 to Jerry F

ord
 ab

ou
t it. I 

talk
ed

 to H
ale B

oggs ab
ou

t it. T
h

ere w
as n

o q
u

estion
, O

n
e d

ay I said
 to 

H
ale-- I rem

em
b

er read
in

g a p
iece in

 th
e p

ap
er th

ey h
ad

 fou
n

d
 a stray b

u
l-

let. H
e said

, "
T

h
at's p

rob
ab

ly so,"
 b

u
t h

e said
, "

T
h

ere's n
o q

u
estion

."
 H

e 
says, "

T
h

e au
th

en
ticity of th

e W
arren

 rep
ort is ab

solu
tely correct."

 
W

ell, a cou
p

le of years later, K
en

n
y O

'D
on

n
ell ran

 for govern
or. I w

as 
w

ith
 E

d
d

ie M
cC

orm
ick

 an
d

 h
e—

 E
d

d
ie M

cC
orm

ick
 d

efeated
 h

im
 for th

e 
n

om
in

ation
 q

u
ite easily an

d
 h

e h
ad

 th
e d

eb
t of $50,000 or $60,000. W

ell, I 
w

as a fu
n

d
raiser an

d
 I w

as a lead
in

g figu
re in

 th
e p

arty in
 B

oston
 an

d
 M

as-
sa

ch
u

setts in
 th

o
se d

a
y

s. S
o

m
e o

f m
y

 frien
d

s ca
m

e to
 m

e a
n

d
 th

ey
 sa

id
, 

"
P

oor K
en

n
y. H

e ow
es $60,000. C

an
 you

 h
elp

 h
im

 ou
t of th

e m
esa?"

 S
o w

e 
ran

 a fu
n

d
raiser, got h

im
 off h

is $60,000 —
 straigh

ten
ed

 it ou
t. 

T
h

at n
igh

t w
e w

en
t to Jim

m
y's for su

p
p

er. K
en

n
y O

'D
on

n
ell an

d
 h

is w
ife, 

D
ave P

ow
ers an

d
 h

is w
ife, m

y M
illie, L

eo D
eal an

d
 h

is w
ife, an

d
 Joe M

alon
ey 

an
d

 h
is w

ife. A
n

d
 in

 th
e con

versation
 w

e started
 to talk

 ab
ou

t w
h

at h
ap

-
p

en
ed

 d
ow

n
 th

ere in
 D

allas an
d

 K
en

n
y said

, "
I w

as in
 th

e sixth
 car w

ith
 

D
ave," 

K
IN

G
: H

e w
as. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: A
n

d
 h

e said
, "

I'll alw
ays rem

em
b

er."
 H

e said
, "

T
h

ere w
as a 

b
u

llet cam
e over th

e fen
ce. A

 b
u

llet cam
e over th

e fen
ce."

 A
n

d
 D

ave said
, 

"
I'm

 ab
solu

tely in
 agreem

en
t w

ith
 you

."
 I said

, "
Y

ou
 d

id
n

't say th
at in

 th
e 

W
arren

 rep
ort."

 I said
, "

Y
ou

 d
id

n
't say th

at in
 th

e W
arren

 rep
ort."

 I said
, 

"
Y

ou
 d

en
ied

 it. Y
ou

 said
 th

ere w
as on

ly on
e b

u
llet."

 H
e said

, "
T

h
e F

B
I cam

e 
to u

s. T
h

ey ask
ed

 u
s to tell th

at story. T
h

ey d
id

n
't w

an
t to d

isru
p

t th
e fam

-
ily."

 I said
—

 
K

IN
G

: N
ow

 w
ait a m

in
u

te. If th
at's tru

e th
en

—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: 
W

ell, n
o, w

ait a m
in

u
te. N

o, let m
e tell you

 th
e rest of th

e 
story. S

o D
ave said

, "
A

b
solu

tely, a b
u

llet cam
e over th

e fen
ce. T

h
e F

B
I said

 
to u

s, 'N
o, you

 h
eard

 ech
oes. T

h
ere w

as on
ly on

e b
u

llet. A
n

d
 d

on
't u

p
set th

e 
fam

ily'."
 S

o h
e said

, "
I w

en
t in

 an
d

 testified
."

 I said
, "

I n
ever w

ou
ld

 h
ave 

testified
 th

at w
ay in

 a m
illion

 years. I'd
 h

ave told
 th

em
 w

h
at I th

ou
gh

t I 
saw

, or w
h

at I th
ou

gh
t I h

eard
."

 
A

n
yw

ay, it gets b
ack

—
 I'm

 w
ritin

g th
e b

ook
 again

 an
d

 I call D
ave on

 th
e 

telep
h

on
e. I said

, "
D

ave, I'm
 goin

g to p
u

t in
 m

y b
ook

 on
 th

e ch
ap

ter on
 K

en
- 

nedy our con
versation

 w
ith

 K
en

n
y an

d
 you

. H
ow

 d
o you

 feel ab
ou

t it?"
 H

e 
said

, "
T

ip
, I say th

e sam
e th

in
g tod

ay I said
 th

at n
igh

t. T
h

at's in
 op

p
osition

 
to w

h
at I said

 to th
e F

B
I. N

o q
u

estion
 I heard a bullet shot over the—

" 
K

IN
G

: T
h

en
 w

h
y d

on
't you

 w
an

t to—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: S
o from

 th
at tim

e on
, I alw

ays b
elieved

 th
at th

ere w
as a con

- 
sp

iracy an
d

 I alw
ays b

elieved
 th

at th
ere w

as som
eb

od
y else—

 
K

IN
G

: T
h

en
 w

h
y d

on
't you

 w
an

t to see th
e m

ovie? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: 

—
an

d
, as a m

atter of fact, C
on

gressm
an

 S
tok

es d
id

 a p
retty 

good job. 
K

IN
G

: Y
ou

 ap
p

oin
ted

 th
at com

m
ittee, righ

t? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: I d

id
. I ap

p
oin

ted
 it. 

K
IN

G
: S

tok
es h

ead
ed

 it. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: T

hat's right. 
K

IN
G

: 
S

tok
es n

ow
 h

as said
, "

L
et's release all th

e m
aterials."

 D
o you

 agree 
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w
ith that'? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, I'm

 for th
at. I'm

 for th
at. 

K
IN

G
: A

ll righ
t. W

h
y d

on
't you

 go see th
e m

ovie? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: 

I ju
st—

 Y
ou

 k
n

ow
, every tim

e I see on
 television

 th
e P

resi-
d

en
t gettin

g h
it I get sick

. I h
ad

 a love an
d

 an
 affection

 for th
e m

an
 an

d
 I—

K
IN

G
: S

o you
 can

't go em
otion

ally? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: I just can't—

 I just, really, I can't go em
otionally. 

K
IN

G
: Y

ou
 b

elieve th
ere w

as a p
lot? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: 
O

h
, th

ere's n
o q

u
estion

 th
at h

e d
id

n
't d

o it b
y h

im
self in

 m
y 

op
in

ion
. 

K
IN

G
: W

e'll get a b
reak

 an
d

 com
e b

ack
 an

d
 talk

 p
olitics w

ith
 T

ip
 O

'N
eill, 

an
d

 th
en

 tak
e you

r p
h

on
e calla. H

e's w
ith

 u
s for th

e fu
ll h

ou
r. T

h
is is L

arry 
K

in
g L

ive. D
on

't go aw
ay. 

[C
om

m
ercial break] 

K
IN

G
: T

h
is is L

arry K
in

g L
ive in

 W
ash

in
gton

. O
u

r gu
est for th

e fu
ll h

ou
r is 

T
ip

 O
'N

eill. In
 a little w

h
ile, w

e'll b
e goin

g to you
r p

h
on

e calls. 
O

K
, a n

ew
 p

oll, C
B

S
 p

oll, ou
t tod

ay said
 B

u
sh

's ap
p

roval ratin
g —

 P
resi-

d
en

t B
u

sh
's ap

p
roval ratin

g —
 is at 45 p

ercen
t; an

 u
n

n
am

ed
 D

em
ocrat w

ould 
b

eat h
im

, b
u

t n
am

ed
 D

em
ocrats still lose. H

ow
 d

o you
 assess th

e p
resid

en
-

tial p
ictu

re tod
ay? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: I'd
 say sin

ce th
ey started

 p
ollin

g b
ack

 in
 th

e 40'e I've b
een

 an
 

avid
 p

otter m
yself. I go to C

h
icago. I go to D

en
ver. I ask

 th
e taxicab

 d
river; I 

ask
 th

e w
aiter; I ask

 th
e elevator op

erator; I ask
—

 
K

IN
G

: T
he O

'N
eill poll. 

M
r., O

'N
E

IL
L

: 
T

h
e O

'N
eill p

oll. I'm
 in

 B
oston

 th
e oth

er d
ay. I said

 to a 
taxicab

 d
river, "

W
h

at d
o you

 h
ear?"

 S
ee, you

 d
on

't w
an

t to ask
 h

im
 h

is 
op

in
ion

. Y
ou

 w
an

t to k
n

ow
 w

h
at h

e h
ears. H

e said
, "

If th
e election

 w
ere 

tom
orrow

," he said, "B
ush couldn't w

in." 
K

IN
G

: C
ouldn't w

in? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: C

ou
ld

n
't w

in
. A

n
d

 h
e said

—
 

K
IN

G
: A

gain
st an

yb
od

y? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: 

—
h

e said
, "

E
veryb

od
y th

at gets in
to m

y cab
 —

 w
h

eth
er th

ey 
com

e from
 C

h
icago, In

d
ian

ap
olis, n

o m
atter w

h
ere th

ey com
e from

 —
 I al-

w
ays ask

 th
em

."
 H

e said
, "

It's a con
versation

 p
iece."

 H
e said

, "
T

h
e P

resid
en

t 
couldn't w

in." W
ell, that's one cab driver and I've asked probably—

 
K

IN
G

: B
u

t th
at is n

ot w
h

at you
 w

ou
ld

 h
ave h

eard
 a year ago. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h, m

y golly, after all., you've got to think that just a year ago 
th

is tim
e at th

e en
d

 of th
e P

ersian
 G

u
lf h

e w
as 78 p

ercen
t. W

e cou
ld

n
't get 

an
yb

od
y even

 th
in

k
in

g of ru
n

n
in

g again
st h

im
. 

K
IN

G
: D

o you
 th

in
k

 h
e's b

eatab
le? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: Y
es, he's beatable, and he's beatable—

 
K

IN
G

: N
ot b

y an
y can

d
id

ate, th
ou

gh
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, h

e cou
ld

 b
e b

eaten
 b

y an
y can

d
id

ate if it w
ere im

m
ed

i-
ately. H

e's got to straigh
ten

 th
in

gs ou
t. I u

sed
 to call it th

e "
b

elly issu
e."

 
P

eop
le call it th

e "
p

ock
etb

ook
 issu

e."
 It's th

e sam
e th

in
g: H

ow
's everyth

in
g 

goin
g? Y

ou
 k

n
ow

, th
ere's n

o con
fid

en
ce in

 th
e A

m
erican

 p
eop

le tod
ay. Y

ou
 

• need
 a n

ew
 refrigerator? Y

ou
're n

ot goin
g to b

u
y a n

ew
 refrigerator. "

T
h

e 
fellow

 n
ext d

oor lost h
is job

. W
e can

't afford
 it. W

e've got to h
old

 on
."

 A
 n

ew
 

ca
r
-
 

K
IN

G
: 

W
h

y aren
't th

ey? It's b
efu

d
d

lin
g a lot of p

eop
le. W

h
y aren

't th
ey 

buying the refrigerator? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, because—
 

K
IN

G
: T

h
ey d

on
't h

ave faith
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: B
ecau

se th
ey h

aven
't got an

y faith
. T

h
ey've lost con

fid
en

ce. 
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4 



K
IN

G
: A

nd w
hat did that? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, it's a com

bination of things that did it, as I analyze it. 
T

he P
resident did a m

agnificent job on foreign affairs on the P
ersian G

ulf. I 
rem

em
ber I w

as in the hospital and he called m
e. It w

as six days before the 
w

ar. A
nd I said, "I w

ant you to know
, M

r. P
resident, as a D

em
ocrat I'm

 w
ith 

y
o

u
. I th

in
k

 y
o

u
're d

o
in

g
 th

e rig
h

t th
in

g
." I said

, "I ju
st th

in
k

 it's g
reat th

e 
w

ay you put the U
nited N

ations together —
 all of them

." I said, "I'm
 a firm

 
believer in the U

nited N
ations. T

hey've put out so m
any squalls around the 

w
orld. T

hey've fed the hunger. T
hey've done so m

uch good and they don't 
get credit for it." A

nd I said, "If you don't go in after putting the U
nited N

a-
tions on the line the w

ay you have, it's the end of the U
nited N

ations—
" 

K
IN

G
: N

o, but w
hat—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: "—

and I just think it's w
rong." 

K
IN

G
: T

he question w
as w

hat w
ent w

rong w
ith the w

ay w
e—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

h
at w

en
t w

ro
n
g
 w

as ev
ery

b
o
d
y
 w

as ju
b
ilan

t. E
v
ery

b
o
d
y
 

w
as happy. H

e closed the gates and he—
 or he opened the gates and he al-

low
ed them

 to escape. A
 year later now

, S
addam

 is in as good shape as he 
w

as before w
e w

ent there. H
e has no problem

s. 
K

IN
G

: W
ell, he's gotten a pretty beat-up country. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: H
e's got.—

 It's easier to straighten out a beat-up country than 
it is to straighten the econom

y of a nation. A
nd they're thinking, "W

ell, you 
know

, here w
e are w

ith H
ussein —

 H
ussein, S

addam
 —

 w
hom

 w
e didn't go 

after, an
d
 at th

e sam
e tim

e w
e sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 d
o
in

g
 so

m
eth

in
g
 in

 th
e 

U
S

S
R

 w
ith the 12 countries over there. W

e w
ere paying attention for a per-

iod of tim
e w

hen w
e should have been looking at R

ussia, and w
e should have 

been looking at the econom
y at hom

e." 
T

he m
an appears to the public that he has no concern and no care of w

hat 
is happening dom

estically. N
ow

, he's a beautiful guy —
 let m

e tell you that 
—

 and he's got an aw
ful lot of friends out there, but right now

 the econom
y is 

so bad and he's got so m
any problem

s—
 H

e's got to m
ake sure that that R

us-
sian

 situ
atio

n
 is straig

h
ten

ed
 o

u
t th

at it ju
st d

o
esn

't fall ap
art o

v
er th

ere. 
A

nd only A
m

erica, as the leader, is the one that can keep on top of that. 
K

IN
G

: Y
ou know

 N
ew

 H
am

pshire. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: Y

es, I know
 N

ew
 H

am
pshire, sure. 

K
IN

G
: I know

. W
hat w

ill B
uchanan do there? H

ow
 w

ill he do? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, I ju
st th

in
k

, th
e w

ay
 it's g

o
in

g
, th

at P
at's g

o
in

g
 to

 g
et 

som
ew

here betw
een 30 and 40 percent. 

K
IN

G
: W

o
u
ld

 th
at b

e reg
ard

ed
 as- 

• M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h
, y

es, th
at—

 W
ell, it'll b

e a slap
 in

 th
e face to

 th
e P

resi-
dent. 
K

IN
G

: If he gets over 30? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: If he gets over 30, yes. It'll be a slap in the face for—

 
K

IN
G

: W
ho's going to w

in the D
em

ocratic? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, th
e n

ew
sp

ap
ers, o

f co
u

rse, w
an

t C
lin

to
n

. N
o

w
, I'v

e 
talk

ed
 to

 p
eo

p
le th

at h
av

e b
een

 u
p

 th
ere —

 B
o

sto
n

 w
riters an

d
 B

o
sto

n
 

pollsters—
 

K
IN

G
: W

hat do you hear? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: —

and friends, and they say, "W
atch out for the T

songas vote 
up there." T

songas lives in L
ow

ell and, of course, if you're from
 C

alifornia 
you don't realize that it's a border tow

n. 
K

IN
G

: B
ut that w

ould be a surprise—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: In L
ow

ell, T
songas is quite a pow

er up there. T
o m

ost of the 
people in Iow

a or A
laska, they don't realize that L

ow
ell is the next tow

n and 
the L

ow
ell S

u
n

—
 th

at h
e's b

een
 th

e d
arlin

g
 o

f th
e L

o
w

ell S
u
n
 th

ro
u
g
h
 h

is 
political career; that the people in southern N

ew
 H

am
pshire read it and he's 
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an institution up there. I'll be surprised if he doesn't run nip-and-tuck w
ith 

C
linton. 

K
IN

G
: W

ere you sad that C
uom

o did not get in? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

h, absolutely. I w
as a C

uom
o m

an all the w
ay. W

ould have 
been the greatest thing that could have happened to the nation. Y

ou w
ould 

have had a m
an w

ho could really talk the philosophy of our G
overnm

ent, w
ho 

is a true D
em

ocrat, w
ho handles the m

icrophone, w
ho handles the m

edia. It 
w

ould have been a beautiful thing for the nation. 
K

IN
G

: W
e'll be right back w

ith form
er S

peaker of the H
ouse T

ip O
'N

eill -
m

ore questions, a lot of phone calls. D
on't go aw

ay. 
P

resid
en

t G
E

O
R

G
E

 B
U

S
H

: [D
o
ver, N

ew
 H

a
m

p
sh

ire; Ja
n
u
a
ry 1

5
, 1

9
9
2
] 

If I'd
 h

av
e listen

ed
 to

 th
e lead

er o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates S

en
ate, G

eo
rg

e 
M

itchell, S
addam

 H
ussein w

ould be in S
audi A

rabia and you'd be paying 
20 bucks a gallon for gasoline. N

ow
, try that one on for size! 

[A
p
p
la

u
se] 

I'm
 g

ettin
g
 sick

 an
d
 tired

 —
 I am

 —
 ev

ery
 sin

g
le n

ig
h
t h

earin
g
 o

n
e o

f 
these carping little liberal D

em
ocrats jum

ping all over m
y you-know

-w
hat 

—
 and I can't w

ait for this cam
paign! [A

pplause) 
[C

om
m

ercial break] 
K

IN
G

: O
u
r g

u
est —

 fo
rm

er S
p

eak
er o

f th
e H

o
u

se, T
ip

 O
'N

eill. In
 a little 

w
hile, w

e'll be going to your phone calls. 
W

hat do you think of G
overnor C

linton? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, the only tim
e I ever m

et C
linton, I w

as chairm
an of the 

'80 convention and the day after the convention you have a kickoff dinner, 
an

d
 h

e w
as th

e p
rin

cip
al sp

eak
er. H

e w
as g

o
v

ern
o

r at th
at p

articu
lar tim

e. 
A

n
d
 h

e w
as an

 am
azin

g
 sp

eak
er. T

h
at's th

e o
n

ly
 tim

e I ev
er m

et h
im

. H
e 

got defeated tw
o years later and then, of course, he cam

e back. 
I recall him

 as an eloquent orator. H
e's not a T

ip O
'N

eill D
em

ocrat, if you 
w

ant to know
 the truth, you know

, because I'm
 the old-fashioned type. I'm

 a 
T

om
 H

arkin m
an, to be perfectly truthful, and—

 
K

IN
G

: Y
ou'd like H

arkin—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: I lik
e H

ark
in

. A
s I an

aly
ze H

ark
in

 —
 an

d
 I'm

 talk
in

g
 w

ith
 

the people from
 N

ew
 H

am
pshire —

 he's not going to do as w
ell as he should 

have done up there. W
hen C

uom
o m

ade his announcem
ent he took a 10-day 

vacation. H
e should have m

oved right into N
ew

 H
am

pshire and he should 
have got that vote that C

uom
o w

as going to get. 
K

IN
G

: Is C
linton going to be the nom

inee? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, th
e n

ew
sp

ap
ers w

an
t h

im
. H

e's a fro
n
tru

n
n
er rig

h
t 

now
. 

K
IN

G
: W

ell, you keep saying that. W
hy do you think that is? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, I d

o
n
't u

n
d
erstan

d
 it, b

u
t h

e is-- A
p
p
aren

tly
, h

e's g
o
t 

quite a bit of m
oney and there's no question that K

errey is com
ing along, but 

if you w
ould ask m

e—
 

K
IN

G
: R

ight now
—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: —

you know
, I'd have to say C

linton. B
ut it's an off-the-cuff 

guess. 
IC

IN
G

: T
he story on V

ice P
resident Q

uayle in the W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st, w

hich 
everyone w

as expecting to be an attack, turned out to be rather favorable. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: [laughs] It sure did. 

K
IN

G
: B

y tw
o tough w

riters. H
as Q

uayle m
oved up in your estim

ation? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell—
 

K
IN

G
: C

om
e on—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: —

he's a hell of a golfer. If you saw
 him

 in the H
ope yester-

day —
 H

e can really hit a golf ball. 
K

IN
G

: M
aybe the best that ever served—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
; H

e's a very personable fellow
 and I think he's grow

n through 

—
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M
e y

ears. an
o
u
sa s say

, is n
e p

ressaen
tsai tim

b
re( N

o
t in

 th
e ey

es o
l th

e 
A

m
erican

 p
eop

le, h
e's n

ot p
resid

en
tial tim

b
re. W

ou
ld

 h
e ever b

e P
resid

en
t? 

Y
ou

 can
't tell th

at, b
u

t I w
ou

ld
 say th

at h
e's got a lon

g tou
gh

 road
 ah

ead
 of 

him
. 

K
IN

G
: T

h
e S

u
p

rem
e C

ou
rt is goin

g to d
ecid

e m
ayb

e tom
orrow

 w
h

eth
er to 

h
ear th

e P
en

n
sylvan

ia law
 w

h
ich

 cou
ld

 b
rin

g R
oe versu

s W
ade b

ack
 in

to th
e 

cou
rt. T

h
ey're exp

ected
 to th

row
 R

o
e versu

s W
a
d
e ou

t. Is th
at goin

g to b
e a 

b
ig issu

e? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: It's alw

ays a 3-p
ercen

t issu
e. 

K
IN

G
: M

ean
in

g? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: M

ean
in

g th
at n

o m
atter w

h
ere you

 go—
 Isolated

 issu
es of 

th
at typ

e are w
h

at w
e look

 at in
 th

e state. T
h

at's a 3-p
ercen

t issu
e. A

 3-
p

ercen
t issu

e can
 reelect you

 or it can
 d

efeat you
. It d

efeated
 Joh

n
 C

u
lver 

D
ip

?) in
 Iow

a. It d
efeated

 th
e fellow

 th
at took

 h
is p

lace afterw
ard

s, b
ecau

se it 
tu

rn
ed

 o
u

t to
 b

e a
b

o
u

t a
 5

-p
ercen

t issu
e th

ere. In
 a

n
 electio

n
 fo

r th
e 

p
resid

en
cy of th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates th
at's really close, it's a factor. B

u
t th

ere are 
oth

er issu
es, too, th

at are 3-p
ercen

t issu
es alon

g th
e lin

e. 
K

IN
G

: C
on

gression
al lim

itation
s —

 T
h

e p
u

b
lic seem

s to favor it. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: N

o q
u

estion
 ab

ou
t it —

 th
e w

orst th
in

g th
at w

e cou
ld

 ab
-

solu
tely d

o. Y
ou

 w
ou

ld
n

't elect a p
resid

en
t of a com

p
an

y, you
 w

ou
ld

n
't p

u
t a 

m
an

 on
 th

e b
oard

 an
d

 k
n

ock
 h

im
 off in eigh

t years. Ju
st w

h
en

 th
ey're learn

-
in

g th
e rop

es, w
h

en
 th

ey're learn
in

g w
h

at th
e n

ation
's all ab

ou
t, w

h
en

 th
ey're 

learn
in

g th
e p

rob
lem

s th
at com

e b
efore th

eir com
m

ittee, you
're goin

g to 
rem

ove them
? 

I h
ave b

een
 50 years in

 p
u

b
lic life —

 seen
 th

is cou
n

try in
 so m

an
y storm

s 
—

 an
d

 I'm
 tellin

g you
, w

h
en

 th
ere's a storm

 ou
t th

ere I w
an

t an
 old

 oak
, n

ot a 
you

n
g sap

lin
g th

at'll w
ave in

 th
e b

reeze. I th
in

k
 it's th

e w
orst th

in
g, b

u
t 30 

years ago w
e w

en
t th

rou
gh

 th
e sam

e th
in

g. 
K

IN
G

: H
ow

 m
an

y recession
s h

ave you
 lived

 th
rou

gh
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, th

e n
ation

's b
een

 th
rou

gh
 40 recession

s, you
 k

n
ow

. 
K

IN
G

: A
s a n

ation
. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: A
s a n

ation
, an

d
, w

ell, of cou
rse I w

as in
 th

e great recession
 

an
d

 w
e h

ad
 a recession

 u
n

d
er E

isen
h

ow
er. W

e h
ad

 a recession
 u

n
d

er Jack
 

K
en

n
ed

y. I p
rob

ab
ly lived

 th
rou

gh
 six or seven

. 
K

IN
G

: T
h

is on
e's lastin

g lon
ger, th

ou
gh

, isn
't it? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: N
o, n

oth
in

g lik
e th

e '30 recession
—

 
K

IN
G

: O
h

, of cou
rse, b

u
t th

at w
as th

e D
ep

ression
. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
h

at w
as th

e D
ep

ression
. Y

es, th
is is a—

 A
n

d
 h

ow
 are you

 
goin

g to tu
rn

 it arou
n

d
? Y

ou
're goin

g to tu
rn

 it arou
n

d
 on

ly w
h

en
 th

ere's con
-

fid
en

ce in
 th

e A
m

erican
 p

eop
le. 

K
IN

G
: H

ow
 is you

r h
ealth

? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: M

y h
ealth

 is p
retty good

. I've got a b
it of a d

ry m
ou

th
. I took

 
rad

iation
 all su

m
m

er. 
K

IN
G

: F
or can

cer? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: F

or can
cer. 

K
IN

G
: D

id
 it lick

 it? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: A

n
d

 th
e d

octor told
 m

e on
ly th

e oth
er d

ay —
 yes, F

rid
ay -

h
e said

, "
Y

ou
're n

ot goin
g to d

ie of can
cer."

 M
ak

es m
e feel p

retty good
. 

[lau
gh

s] 
K

IN
G

: Y
es. H

ow
 old

 are you
 n

ow
, T

ip
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: I'll b
e 80 m

y n
ext b

irth
d

ay in
 D

ecem
b

er. 
K

IN
G

: D
o you

 m
iss th

e h
u

n
t? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h

, say, I'm
 en

joyin
g m

yself, you
 k

n
ow

. I d
o a little w

ritin
g, 

d
o a little ad

vertisin
g- 

—
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K
IN

G
: I've seen. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: —
d

id
 a p

rogram
 for th

e C
h

ristian
 S

cien
ce M

on
itor, d

o som
e 

w
ritin

g. I'll b
e at W

ash
in

gton
 an

d
 L

ee U
n

iversity M
arch

 6th
 an

d
 th

e U
n

iver-
sity of P

ittsb
u

rgh
 M

arch
 16th

 —
 p

rob
ab

ly m
ak

e 10 or 12 sp
eech

es in
 th

e 
cou

rse of th
e year. I'm

 en
joyin

g m
yself. I k

eep
 m

y m
in

d
 active. T

h
at's th

e 
m

ost im
p

ortan
t th

in
g. 

K
IN

G
: Y

ou
 p

rob
ab

ly also h
ave, fran

k
ly, m

ore m
on

ey th
an

 you
've ever h

ad
 in

 
your life. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

h
, n

o q
u

estion
 ab

ou
t th

at. It's u
n

b
elievab

le. 
K

IN
G

: Isn
't th

at a little stran
ge, to h

ave it at 80? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: [la

u
g

h
s] M

y w
ife w

as q
u

ite u
p

set w
ith

 m
e w

h
en

 sh
e saw

 th
e 

last ad
 I d

id
, to b

e p
erfectly tru

th
fu

l. I said
, "

H
on

ey, you
 w

eren
't u

p
set w

h
en

 
you

 p
u

t th
e ch

eck
 in

 th
e b

an
k

."
 [la

u
g

h
s] M

illie, m
y w

ife—
 M

illie w
ill b

e very 
m

u
ch

 u
p

set w
h

en
 I get h

om
e for h

avin
g m

en
tion

ed
 th

at. 
K

IN
G

: Y
ou don't feel you're low

ering yourself doing com
m

ercials? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: I've got a n

ew
 career out th

ere. N
o, it's a n

ew
 career. 

K
IN

G
: H

ey! It's A
m

erican
! 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: A
b

solu
tely. I've d

on
e ab

ou
t 10 of th

em
 an

d
 I've en

joyed
 

th
em

. 
K

IN
G

: L
et's tak

e som
e calls for T

ip
 O

'N
eill. 

R
ye, N

ew
 Y

ork, hello. 
1st C

A
L

L
E

R
: [R

ye, N
ew

 Y
ork) M

r. O
'N

eill, I've adm
ired you for a long tim

e. 
I m

iss you
. Y

ou
're a colorfu

l m
an

, b
u

t you
 sou

n
d

 lik
e a m

an
 o

f in
teg

rity
. I 

w
ish

 you
 w

ell in
 you

r retirem
en

t. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: T

h
an

k
 you

. 
1st C

A
L

L
E

R
• 

I w
an

t to ask
 you

 a q
u

estion
. T

h
e D

em
ocrats h

ave b
een

 ou
t 

n
ow

 for tw
o P

resid
en

ts. T
h

ey w
ere d

efeated
 b

y m
en

 w
h

o really d
id

 n
ot h

ave 
a great history of law

m
aking or—

 
K

IN
G

: W
h

at's th
e q

u
estion

? 
1st C

A
L

L
E

R
• 

T
h

e q
u

estio
n

 is th
e D

em
o

cra
ts h

a
v

e lo
st th

e la
b

o
r v

o
te, 

th
ey've lost the South, they've lost th

e religiou
s righ

t. W
h

at are you
 goin

g to 
h

ave to d
o to get th

at b
ack

, to get b
ack

 in
 th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, you
 k

n
ow

, everyth
in

g you
've said

 is ab
solu

tely tru
e. 

T
h

at's an
 am

azin
g th

in
g. P

eop
le say to m

e, "
W

h
at's h

ap
p

en
ed

 to th
e D

em
o- 

crats?"
 an

d
 I say, w

ell, of cou
rse, w

e h
ave 268 m

em
b

ers in
 th

e H
ou

se, a
 b

ig 
p

lu
rality. W

e've got 57 sen
ators, or 58 sen

ators —
 b

ig p
lu

rality. T
w

en
ty-

eigh
t of the governors —

 a big plurality. W
e control—

 I th
in

k
 it's 32 of th

e 
legislatu

res—
 

K
IN

G
: Y

ou
 ju

st d
on

't w
in

 th
e p

resid
en

cy. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: B

u
t w

e still d
on

't w
in

 th
e p

resid
en

cy. W
h

en
 I w

as S
p

eak
er of 

th
e H

ou
se —

 an
d

 I w
ou

ld
 say every sp

eak
er alon

g, an
d

 w
h

eth
er you

're th
e 

P
resid

en
t of th

e S
en

ate or S
p

eak
er of th

e H
ou

se —
 you

're m
ore in

terested
 -

an
d

 th
e D

em
ocrats h

ave alw
ays b

een
 m

ore in
terested

 —
 in

 seein
g th

at th
ey 

con
trol th

e C
on

gress, seein
g th

at th
ey con

trol th
e S

en
ate. 

K
IN

G
: L

et m
e get a b

reak
. W

e'll p
ick

 righ
t u

p
 on

 th
at. O

u
r gu

est is th
e 

S
p

eak
er of th

e H
ou

se —
 th

e form
er, th

e alw
ays S

p
eak

er —
 T

ip
 O

'N
eill. 

S
p

eak
er F

oley w
ou

ld
 agree im

m
ed

iately. D
on

't go aw
ay. 

(C
om

m
ercial break] 

K
IN

G
: O

u
r gu

est, th
e H

on
orab

le T
ip

 O
'N

eill —
 th

e w
in

n
er of a freed

om
 

aw
ard from

 P
resident B

ush —
 the form

er Speaker of the H
ouse. 

A
n

d
 w

e go b
ack

 to th
e calls. C

h
arleston

, W
est V

irgin
ia, h

ello. 
2n

d
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: [C

h
a

rlesto
n

, W
est V

irg
in

ia
] 

M
r. O

'N
eill, it's a

 p
lea

su
re 

sp
eak

in
g w

ith
 you

. D
o you

 th
in

k
 th

at M
r. B

u
sh

 w
ill b

egin
 a n

ew
 w

ar w
ith

 
Iraq for political reasons? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

h
, n

o, I d
on

't b
elieve th

at at all. A
s a m

atter of fact, I th
in

k
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h
e m

ad
e a m

istak
e in

 Iraq
 —

 an
d

 I w
as w

ith
 h

im
 all th

e w
ay. I ju

st d
on

't 
th

in
k

 h
e sh

ou
ld

 h
ave closed

 th
e d

oors. I th
in

k
 h

e sh
ou

ld
 h

ave trap
p

ed
 th

e 
arm

y an
d

 b
rok

en
 th

e sp
irit of Iraq

. S
ad

d
am

 tod
ay is th

e lead
er of th

e n
ation

 
an

d
 I d

on
't th

in
k

 an
yb

od
y is goin

g to tak
e h

im
 ou

t from
 w

ith
in

, w
h

ich
 every- 

body seem
s to be hoping for. 

K
IN

G
: Y

ou
 th

in
k

 h
e stop

p
ed

 th
e w

ar too soon
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h

, I th
in

k
 h

e stop
p

ed
 th

e w
ar too soon

, su
re. I th

in
k

 th
ey 

w
ou

ld
 h

ave su
rren

d
ered

 en
 m

asse, h
ad

 h
e n

ot given
 th

em
 th

e ou
t to escap

e. 
K

IN
G

: T
o G

am
b

rills, M
arylan

d
 —

 H
ello. 

3rd
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: [G

am
brills, M

arylan
d] 

H
ello. L

et's h
ave som

e m
ore tow

n
 

m
eetin

gs th
ere, L

arry. 
K

IN
G

: T
h

an
k

 you
. 

9rd
 C

A
L

L
E

R
. M

r. S
p

eak
er, you

 w
eren

't th
e on

ly m
em

b
er of C

ap
itol H

ill 
th

at K
en

n
ed

y said
 h

e w
as goin

g to w
ith

d
raw

 from
 V

ietn
am

. H
ow

 d
o you

 an
- 

sw
er th

e h
istorian

s w
h

o say n
ow

 th
at th

ere is n
o h

istorical evid
en

ce th
at h

e 
w

as w
ith

d
raw

in
g an

d
 th

at it w
as a gim

m
ick

 or a p
u

b
lic relation

s p
loy? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, th

a
t's v

ery
 in

terestin
g
. M

o
st o

f th
em

 h
a
v
e tu

rn
ed

 
arou

n
d

 on
 th

at su
b

ject. I recall w
h

en
 m

y b
ook

 first cam
e ou

t fou
r years ago 

th
ere w

as q
u

ite a d
o ab

ou
t it an

d
 th

ey said
, "

W
ell, w

e d
on

't fin
d

 an
y evid

en
ce 

of T
ip

 O
'N

eill—
 W

h
y w

ou
ld

 h
e in

 a con
versation

 w
ith

 T
ip

 b
rin

g u
p

 som
eth

in
g 

of th
at n

atu
re an

d
 talk

 ab
ou

t th
at?"

 b
u

t w
e h

ad
 b

een
 talk

in
g ab

ou
t th

e G
old

- 
w

ater cam
p

aign
 an

d
 h

e h
ad

 alread
y m

ad
e an

 agreem
en

t w
ith

 G
old

w
ater th

at 
th

ey w
ou

ld
 d

eb
ate arou

n
d

 th
e n

ation
. A

n
d

 h
e said

 to m
e, "

Y
ou

 k
n

ow
, T

ip
,"

 h
e 

says, "no question," he says, "he'll have us in w
ar and—

" 
K

IN
G

: T
u

rn
ed

 ou
t h

e w
on

 an
d

—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell—

 
K

IN
G

: W
h

at w
as th

at old
 jok

e? T
h

ey said
, if you

 voted
 for G

old
w

ater w
e'd

 
b

e in
 w

ar. W
e voted

 for G
old

w
ater an

d
 w

e w
en

t to w
ar. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
h

at's righ
t. W

e voted
—

 W
e d

id
n

't vote for G
old

w
ater. W

e 
w

en
t to w

ar. [ lau
gh

s] 
K

IN
G

: H
e w

as goin
g to d

eb
ate G

old
w

ater arou
n

d
 th

e cou
n

try? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: A

rou
n

d
 th

e cou
n

try. T
h

ey h
ad

 alread
y agreed

 on
 it. 

K
IN

G
: T

h
at's a great id

ea—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: Y
es. 

K
IN

G
: B

oy, w
ou

ld
n

't th
at b

e n
ice, to see th

at again
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: Y
es, it w

ou
ld

 h
ave b

een
. 

K
IN

G
: T

o h
ave all fu

tu
re—

 
M

r., O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, you
 k

n
ow

, G
old

w
ater an

d
 Jack

 K
en

n
ed

y, an
d

 G
old

- 
w

ater an
d

 m
ost of th

e p
eop

le on
 th

e H
ill—

 H
e w

as a very frien
d

ly sort of a 
fellow

. 
K

IN
G

: Y
es. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: H
e got alon

g w
ith

 everyb
od

y, you
 k

n
ow

—
 

K
IN

G
: B

u
t I m

ean
, to see th

e—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
h

ere w
as n

o an
im

osity b
ecau

se of p
olitical p

h
ilosop

h
y. 

K
IN

G
: W

ou
ld

n
't it b

e n
ice if w

e h
ad

 h
ad

 d
eb

ates? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

h
, it w

ou
ld

 b
e great. 

K
IN

G
: Y

es. W
in

terville, h
ello. 

4th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: [W

in
terville, G

eorgia] M
r. O

'N
eill? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: Y
es. 

4th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: H

ow
 w

ou
ld

 you
 su

ggest th
at ord

in
ary voters go ab

ou
t regain

. 
ing control of C

ongress from
 special interest groups? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, you

 k
n

ow
, you

 h
ave som

eth
in

g th
ere, as a m

atter of 
fact. I d

on
't lik

e th
e P

A
C

's. I ju
st th

in
k

 th
at th

ey go too far. I w
ou

ld
 lim

it 
th

e am
ou

n
t of m

on
ey th

at you
 w

ou
ld

 b
e ab

le to collect from
 a P

A
C

. I th
in

k
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it's a w
ron

g w
h

en
 a m

an
 in

 C
on

gress or a w
om

an
 in

 C
on

gress can
 raise an

y-
th

in
g over a h

alf a m
illion

, $600,000. If you
're goin

g to ru
n

 for p
u

b
lic office, 

you
 k

n
ow

, it's all righ
t to h

ave th
e issu

es an
d

 it's all righ
t to h

ave th
e organ

i-
zation, but if you haven't got the m

oney don't bother to run—
 

K
IN

G
: D

id you get a lot of P
A

C
 m

oney? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: —

an
d

 w
h

o is goin
g to ru

n
 again

st a fellow
 th

at h
as a m

illion
 

d
ollars or $600,000 or $800,000? I th

in
k

 w
e ou

gh
t to restrict—

 W
h

en
 w

e 
w

rote th
e origin

al act in
 1976, it w

as a good
 act. B

u
t as you

 w
ill recall th

e 
H

ein
z-G

reen
 S

en
ate figh

t, H
ein

z sp
en

t $9 m
illion

 of h
is ow

n
 m

on
ey an

d
 

G
reen

 w
en

t to cou
rt w

ith
 it, b

u
t th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
ou

rt —
 goin

g all th
e w

ay to 
th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
ou

rt —
 th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
ou

rt ru
led

 th
at a m

an
 cou

ld
 sp

en
d

 as 
m

u
ch

 m
on

ey of h
is ow

n
 as h

e w
an

ted
 to, an

d
 so w

e m
ad

e th
e lim

itation
 w

h
ich

 
w

e origin
ally h

ad
 on

 th
e origin

al b
ill. Y

ou
 cou

ld
 sp

en
d

 "
X

"
-am

ou
n

t of m
on

ey 
p

lu
s th

e n
u

m
b

er of votes th
at w

as cast in
 you

r d
istrict. It m

ad
e it m

oot. A
n

d
 

so it op
en

ed
 it u

p
 n

ow
 an

d
 you

 can
 ju

st sp
en

d
 as m

u
ch

 m
on

ey as you
 w

an
t. 

B
u

t som
ew

h
ere alon

g th
e lin

e w
e ou

gh
t to b

e ab
le to straigh

ten
 th

at ou
t. 

K
IN

G
: P

alm
 B

each
 G

ard
en

s, F
lorid

a, for T
ip

 O
'N

eill. H
ello. 

5th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
- [P

alm
 B

each
 G

arden
s, F

lorida) 
H

ello
, T

ip
. T

h
is is G

eo
rg

e 
G

illigan
 from

 P
alm

 B
each

 G
ard

en
a. I'm

 retired
 an

d
 I ju

st w
an

ted
 to say th

at 
you

 give th
e term

 "
p

olitician
"

 —
 lik

e H
arry T

ru
m

an
 —

 class. A
lso, I w

an
t to 

tell you
 th

at—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: [lau
gh

s) G
ood ol' H

arry! I loved him
. 

5th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: —

I th
in

k
 you

 h
ave b

eau
tifu

l gray h
air. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
h

an
k

 you
. 

5
th.  C

A
L

L
E

R
: N

ow
, w

h
at d

o you
 th

in
k

 of G
eorge B

u
sh

's trip
 to Jap

an
? 

W
hat do you think of his handling of the event? 

K
IN

G
: O

K
, T

ip
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, I th

in
k

 it w
as a com

p
lete d

isaster —
 to go over th

ere 
w

ith
 a tin

 cu
p

 an
d

 ou
r h

at in
 ou

r h
an

d
 an

d
 k

ow
tow

 to th
em

. It w
as ju

st th
e 

w
ron

g th
in

g to d
o an

d
 w

h
oever talk

ed
 h

im
 in

to it,—
 p

olitically I th
in

k
 it w

as a 
m

istak
e th

at h
e m

ad
e. 

K
IN

G
: W

ron
g to tak

e th
e execu

tives, too? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: V

ery in
terestin

gly, years ago I visited
 A

u
stralia. T

h
e P

rim
e 

M
in

ister of A
u

stralia said
 to m

e, "
Y

ou
're th

e ran
k

in
g office-h

old
er, legislative 

office-h
old

er, ever to visit A
u

stralia."
 A

n
d

 h
e said

, "
Y

ou
 k

n
ow

, you
 k

n
ow

 
n

oth
in

g,"
 h

e says, "
ab

ou
t th

e P
acific. T

h
e M

ed
iterran

ean
 w

as th
e ocean

 of 
th

e p
ast,"

 h
e says, "

th
e A

tlan
tic is th

e ocean
 of tod

ay, an
d

 th
e P

acific is th
e 

ocean
 of tom

orrow
. W

e've b
een

 you
r ally th

rou
gh

 th
e years. Y

ou
 k

n
ow

 n
oth

-
in

g,"
 h

e said
, "

ab
ou

t A
u

stralia. Y
ou

 k
n

ow
 n

oth
in

g ab
ou

t Jap
an

."
 H

e said
, 

"
Y

ou
 k

n
ow

 very little ab
ou

t C
h

in
a."

 H
e said

, "
Y

ou
 d

on
't realize,"

 h
e said

, 
"

th
at th

e Jap
an

ese,"
 h

e said
, "

go to sch
ool,"

 h
e said

, "
ten

 h
ou

rs a d
ay; th

at 
th

ey h
ave 240 d

ays a year; th
ey go 40 or 60 m

ore th
an

 you
 d

o —
 h

ow
 h

ard
 

th
ey w

ork
, h

ow
 in

d
u

striou
s th

ey are."
 A

n
d

 h
e said

, "
Y

ou
 d

on
't ap

p
reciate—

"
 

an
d

 th
e tru

th
 of th

e m
atter is, I gu

ess w
e d

id
n

't ap
p

reciate. 
K

IN
G

: 
W

e're goin
g to h

ave a S
tate of th

e U
n

ion
 m

essage a w
eek

 F
rom

 T
u

es-
d

ay. Y
ou

'll see it, n
atu

rally, on
 C

N
N

. D
u

rin
g th

at m
essage, b

y th
e w

ay, w
e 

u
sed

 to w
atch

 you
 all th

e tim
e. Y

ou
'd

 sit b
eh

in
d

 P
resid

en
t R

eagan
—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: B

esid
e B

u
sh

. [lau
gh

s) 
K

IN
G

: B
esid

e M
r. B

u
sh

—
 ap

p
lau

d
. Y

ou
'd

 ap
p

lau
d

, even
 w

h
en

 you
 d

id
n

't 
agree, righ

t? W
h

at's th
e p

ro form
a regu

lation
 on

 th
at? A

re you
 su

p
p

osed
 to 

clap? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

h
, su

re. 
K

IN
G

: T
h

e S
p

eak
er m

u
st clap

? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

h
, su

re. A
s a m

atter of fact, at 6:00 at n
igh

t th
e sp

eech
es 

are already—
 are in the hands of the m

em
bers of C

ongress. 
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K
IN

G
: E

veryon
e th

ere k
n

ow
s w

h
at h

e's goin
g to say? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: Y
ou

'll see som
e of th

em
 follow

 h
im

. B
u

t som
e p

laces th
ey 

w
ill have on the R

epublican side "T
he leadership applauds," "A

pplause." 
K

IN
G

: T
h

e lead
ersh

ip
 w

ill w
rite th

at d
ow

n
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h

, th
e lead

ersh
ip

 w
ill tip

 it off. 
K

IN
G

: T
h

is is good
. T

ak
e u

s in
to th

e in
sid

e h
ere. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h

, su
re, ab

solu
tely —

 m
an

y an
d

 m
an

y an
d

 m
an

y an
d

 m
an

y 
an

d
 m

an
y a tim

e. I rem
em

b
er on

e d
ay w

h
en

 R
eagan

 w
as sp

eak
in

g an
d

 w
e 

h
ad

 read
 th

e sp
eech

 b
efore, an

d
 I forget w

h
at th

e cu
e lin

e w
as. A

n
d

 I said
, 

"
W

h
en

 th
e cu

e lin
e arises,"

 I said
, "

I'm
 goin

g to stan
d

 an
d

 I w
an

t every D
e-

m
ocrat to stan

d
."

 A
n

d
 w

e gave h
im

 on
e h

eck
 of a h

an
d

 an
d

 h
e look

ed
 at it in

 
ab

solu
te am

azem
en

t. 
(lau

gh
s) A

n
d

 th
e R

ep
u

b
lican

s—
 T

h
e n

ation
 gets k

in
d

 
of a k

ick
 ou

t of it. 
K

IN
G

: S
o th

is is a b
it of a sh

ow
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: S
u

re, it's a sh
ow

. 
K

IN
G

: A
re you

 exp
ectin

g a b
ig m

om
en

t for G
eorge B

u
sh

 n
ext T

u
esd

ay? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, it's goin
g to h

ave to b
e—

 
K

IN
G

: W
ill h

e tu
rn

 th
is arou

n
d

? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: It's goin

g to h
ave to b

e th
e th

in
g for h

im
 th

at's goin
g to b

ail 
h

im
 ou

t. I th
in

k
 h

e's b
een

 too relaxed
 an

d
 w

aitin
g too lon

g to com
e ou

t w
ith

 
som

e typ
e of a p

rogram
 th

at th
e A

m
erican

 p
eop

le are w
aitin

g for. Y
ou

've got 
to ch

an
ge th

e cou
n

try's feelin
g. T

h
ere's a n

egative feelin
g. T

h
ere's n

o con
-

su
m

er b
u

yin
g. A

n
d

 you
've got to sh

ow
 lead

ersh
ip

. N
ow

, I d
on

't k
n

ow
 w

h
at 

k
in

d
 of a p

rogram
 h

e's got. I m
ean

, is h
e goin

g to com
e ou

t w
ith

 a h
it-an

d
-

m
iss? H

e ju
st can

't k
eep

 goin
g th

e rou
te th

at h
e's goin

g—
 

K
IN

G
: A

re w
e goin

g to h
ave—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: —

of vetoin
g everyth

in
g th

at th
e H

ou
se sen

d
s u

p
 to h

im
. 

K
IN

G
: D

o you
 th

in
k

 w
e'll h

ave som
e form

 of n
ation

al h
ealth

 in
su

ran
ce? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h

, it's goin
g to b

e a h
ard

 p
rogram

. It's goin
g to b

e d
eb

ated
. 

T
h

ere's n
o q

u
estion

 th
at if h

e—
 

K
IN

G
: Is h

e goin
g to p

rop
ose on

e? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

h
, h

e w
ill p

rop
ose on

e, b
u

t I d
on

't th
in

k
 th

at th
e A

M
erican

 
p

u
b

lic w
ill b

u
y th

e on
e th

at h
e w

ou
ld

 b
u

y. 
A

s a m
atter of fact, if I w

ere P
resid

en
t of th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates th
e first th

in
g 

I w
ou

ld
 say in

 th
ere is th

at I w
an

t to—
 "

W
e h

ave m
ad

e an
 agreem

en
t th

at 
w

e're n
ot goin

g to b
reak

—
 to b

u
st th

e b
u

d
get. I'm

 ask
in

g you
 righ

t n
ow

 to 
ap

p
rop

riate $40 b
illion

 to sen
d

 b
ack

 to th
e cities an

d
 th

e states to stim
u

late 
th

e econ
om

y an
d

 m
ove A

m
erica."

 A
n

d
 th

en
 I w

ou
ld

 say, "
W

e w
ill get th

at 
d

oW
n

 th
e road

 som
e w

ay on
 a tax, or som

e w
ay b

y cu
ttin

g,"
 or I w

ou
ld

 say, 
"

R
igh

t n
ow

, I say to you
 w

e'll cu
t 15 p

ercen
t of th

e m
ilitary b

u
d

get, w
h

ich
 is 

arou
n

d
 $300 b

illion
, an

d
 you

 get 40 or 60 b
illion

 d
ollars—

"
 

K
IN

G
: T

h
at's a classic lib

eral p
rop

osal. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: A

 cla
ssic lib

era
l —

 th
a

t's w
h

a
t I a

m
 —

 a
 cla

ssic lib
era

l 
proposal—

 
K

IN
G

: S
o w

h
y sh

ou
ld

n
't h

e m
ak

e it? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, let m
e tell you

 som
eth

in
g. In

 th
e 60's, th

rou
gh

 '68, th
e 

b
u

sin
essm

en
 of A

m
erica n

ever d
id

 b
etter as th

ey d
id

 u
n

d
er th

e D
em

ocratic 
P

resid
en

ts. T
h

at w
as th

e h
istory of th

at. 
K

IN
G

: P
rob

ab
ly th

e b
est u

n
d

er th
e K

en
n

ed
y A

d
m

in
istration

, righ
t? Y

ou
 

k
n

ow
, w

h
en

 th
ey tu

rn
ed

 it arou
n

d
 in

 '63—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, th

ey d
id

 w
ell u

n
d

er—
 W

ell, it w
as a b

it of a recession
 in

 
there—

 
K

IN
G

: B
u

t in
 '63—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: —

an
d

 th
en

 h
e cam

e in
 w

ith
 th

at tax b
ill, you

 k
n

ow
, givin

g 
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m
on

ey b
ack

, w
h

ich
 stim

u
lated

 th
e econ

om
y. 

K
IN

G
: W

e'll b
e righ

t b
ack

 w
ith

 T
ip

 O
'N

eill an
d

 m
ore of you

r p
h

on
e calls on

 
L

arry K
in

g L
ive. T

om
orrow

 n
igh

t, a m
ajor d

iscu
ssion

 on
 b

reast im
p

lan
ts; 

C
yb

ill S
h

ep
h

erd
 on

 W
ed

n
esd

ay. D
on

't go aw
ay. 

(C
om

m
ercial break] 

K
IN

G
: T

h
is is L

arry K
in

g, w
ith

 T
ip

 O
'N

eill. 
A

re w
e also goin

g to see a tax cu
t from

 th
e P

resid
en

t —
 a p

rop
osal of a tax 

cu
t for th

e m
id

d
le class? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, I w

ou
ld

 p
rob

ab
ly say h

e'd
 go for th

e cap
ital gain

s tax. 
A

s a m
atter of fact—

 
K

IN
G

: W
ou

ld
 you

 go for th
at? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

• —
I'm

 for th
e cap

ital gain
s tax. I h

ave m
y ow

n
 tax p

rogram
. 

I've talk
ed

 to D
an

 R
osten

k
ow

sk
i. I've talk

ed
 to T

om
 F

oley. I talk
ed

 w
ith

 
G

eorge B
u

sh
 ab

ou
t it on

e d
ay. M

ayb
e—

 I d
on

't th
in

k
 an

y of th
em

 ever re-
m

em
b

er m
e talk

in
g to th

em
 ab

ou
t it, b

u
t I b

elieve in
 a cap

ital gain
s tax for 

about three years—
 

K
IN

G
: A

 cu
t. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: A
 cu

t. I b
elieve th

at b
u

sin
ess—

 W
e took

 b
u

sin
ess from

 70 
p

ercen
t an

d
 b

rou
gh

t th
em

 d
ow

n
 to 32 p

ercen
t, an

d
 w

h
at d

o th
ey d

o? T
h

ey 
ju

st are look
in

g at th
e q

u
arterly p

rofits. T
h

ey m
erged

 an
d

 th
in

gs lik
e th

at. 
It's ju

st-- It's ju
st sad

. B
u

t I w
ou

ld
 in

crease b
u

sin
ess. I w

ou
ld

 in
crease—

p
u

t a tax on
 th

e w
ealth

y of A
m

erica an
d

 I'd
 p

u
t a red

u
ction

 on
 m

id
d

le-class 
A

m
erica. B

u
t I'd

 give th
em

 a cap
ital gain

s. I th
in

k
 th

at th
e oth

er tw
o taxes 

w
ould even—

 
K

IN
G

: Y
ou

'd
 in

crease taxes on
 w

h
o? P

eop
le over $200,000 a year? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: N
o, I'd

 in
crease th

em
 over $100,000 a year. B

u
t I th

in
k

 th
at 

w
ou

ld
 b

alan
ce ou

t th
e loss th

at you
'll tak

e of cap
ital gain

s. 
K

IN
G

: M
on

treal, h
ello. 

6th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: 

[M
on

treal, Q
u

ebec, C
an

ada] 
G

ood
 even

in
g, gen

tlem
en

. 
L

arry, th
an

k
s for an

 A
C

E
 aw

ard
-w

in
n

in
g even

in
g last n

igh
t. E

n
joyed

 it im
-

m
en

sely. 
K

IN
G

: T
h

an
k

 you
. 

6th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
• M

r. S
p

eak
er—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: Y

es. 
6th

 C
A

L
L

E
R

: —
I'm

 a D
em

ocrat an
d

, w
ith

 all d
u

e resp
ect to M

r. B
u

sh
, n

ext 
T

u
esd

ay isn
't it goin

g to b
e som

ew
h

at d
ifficu

lt to try to allocate m
on

ies —
 b

e 
it ed

u
cation

, h
ealth

, or w
h

at-h
ave-you

 —
 w

h
en

 you
're w

ork
in

g w
ith

 a $4 tril-
lion

 d
eficit an

d
 th

e cu
p

b
oard

 is b
are? S

o I m
ean

, h
ow

 m
u

ch
 m

an
ip

u
latin

g 
can you do in order to—

 
K

IN
G

: Y
es, I th

in
k

 it's $3 trillion
 —

 b
u

t w
e d

on
't h

ave th
e m

on
ey, is w

h
at 

h
e's sayin

g. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, of cou
rse w

e d
on

't h
ave th

e m
on

ey. I u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at. 
B

u
t w

e h
ave th

e m
on

ey for S
&

L
, d

on
't w

e? W
e h

ave th
e m

on
ey for S

&
L

, w
h

y 
can

't w
e b

rin
g ou

t som
eth

in
g an

d
 say, h

ey, w
e're goin

g to raise it? W
e're 

goin
g to raise it b

y fu
tu

re cu
ts. Y

ou
've got p

rob
lem

s ou
t th

ere of ed
u

cation
. 

Y
ou

've got p
rob

lem
s ou

t th
ere of job

 train
in

g. Y
ou

've got p
rob

lem
s ou

t th
ere 

of th
e econ

om
y. A

n
d

 h
ow

 are you
 goin

g to d
o it? Y

ou
're goin

g to—
 T

h
e m

ain
 

th
in

g th
at you

're goin
g to d

o over a p
eriod

 of years is you
're goin

g to cu
t th

e 
m

ilitary b
u

d
get a cou

p
le of h

u
n

d
red

 m
illion

. Y
ou

 cu
t $40 m

illion
 th

is year 
an

d
 th

en
 after you

 get th
at figu

re d
ow

n
 th

ere you
 give th

em
 th

e in
crease of 

the inflation, but you don't go w
ild, and over a period of five or six years you

'd
 

b
e savin

g a cou
p

le of h
u

n
d

red
 m

illion
. 

K
IN

G
: W

h
en

 you
 cu

t th
e m

ilitary b
u

d
get, p

eop
le get ou

t of w
ork

 —
 righ

t? -
people w

ho w
ere—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

h
y, certain

ly, I u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at. B
u

t th
ey'll gen

erate n
ew
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job
s alon

g th
e lin

e. Y
ou

'll stim
u

late som
e p

rogress in
 th

e cou
n

try. 
K

IN
G

: D
o you

 favor som
e w

ork
 p

rogram
s to red

o th
e h

igh
w

ays? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

h
, n

o q
u

estion
. W

e've got to restru
ctu

re. T
h

e b
rid

ges of 
A

m
erica are an

 ab
solu

te d
isgrace. W

h
en

 I w
as S

p
eak

er of th
e H

ou
se I re-

m
em

b
er Jim

 H
ow

ard
 com

in
g ou

t an
d

 sayin
g 106,000 —

 106,000 —
 b

rid
ges 

w
ere in

 jeop
ard

y. Ju
st im

agin
e h

ow
 m

an
y job

s th
at w

ou
ld

 b
e, alon

e. A
n

d
 ou

r 
origin

al b
ill w

as —
 w

h
at? O

u
r road

 b
ill —

 It's got to b
e 40 or 50 years old

. 
W

e n
eed

 restru
ctu

rin
g. 

K
IN

G
: T

h
e lon

ger w
e w

ait, th
e w

orse it is. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: T

h
e in

frastru
ctu

re of th
e cou

n
try—

 L
ook

 w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 

d
ow

n
 h

ere in
 W

ash
in

gton
 th

e oth
er d

ay —
 th

at p
ip

e w
as so old

 an
d

 so ru
sted

. 
Y

ou
 n

eed
 n

ew
 w

ater system
s, you

 n
eed

 n
ew

 sew
er system

s, an
d

 it's goin
g to 

cost m
ore m

oney if you don't do them
 now

. 
K

IN
G

: C
h

icago, h
ello. 

7th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: [C

h
icago, Illin

ois) G
ood

 even
in

g, gen
tlem

en
. 

K
IN

G
: H

i. 
7th

 C
A

L
L

E
R

: T
ip

, you
're a cred

it to th
e Irish

 race. W
e love you

 h
ere in

 C
h

i-
cago. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: T

h
an

k
 you

. 
7

th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: Y

o
u

 tell a
 g

rea
t sto

ry
 a

b
o

u
t H

en
ry

 F
o

rd
's v

isit b
a

ck
 to

 
Ireland. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: R

igh
t. 

7th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: W

ou
ld

 you
 tell A

m
erica th

at story ab
ou

t h
is first trip

 b
ack

 
th

ere w
h

en
 h

e m
ad

e all th
e m

on
ey to th

e h
osp

ital? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

h
at ab

ou
t it, L

arry? [lau
gh

s) 
K

IN
G

: A
ll righ

t, w
e'll d

o th
at. W

e'll tak
e a b

reak
 an

d
 com

e b
ack

 an
d

 h
ear 

the H
enry F

ord Ireland story from
 "the T

ipper." D
on't go aw

ay. 
[C

orn
rn

ercial break) 
K

IN
G

: O
u

r gu
est —

 T
ip

 O
'N

eill. 
O

K
. th

e H
en

ry F
ord

 story. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, in
 1956, I w

as ap
p

oin
ted

 b
y S

am
 R

ayb
u

rn
 to go to 

Irelan
d

 to th
e d

ed
ication

 of th
e statu

te of Joh
n

 B
arry [sp

?]. N
ow

 if you
 'w

en
t 

to a p
aroch

ial sch
ool lik

e I d
id

, you
 k

n
ow

 th
at Joh

n
 B

arry is th
e fath

er, of th
e 

A
m

erican
 N

avy. If you
 w

en
t to a p

u
b

lic sch
ool, you

 p
rob

ab
ly b

elieve th
at 

Joh
n

 P
au

l Jon
es w

as th
e fath

er of th
e A

m
erican

 N
avy. 

K
IN

G
: Y

es. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, w
e w

en
t o

v
er —

 M
illie a

n
d

 I —
 a

n
d

 w
e la

n
d

ed
 in 

D
u

b
lin

 an
d

 it w
as ab

ou
t five d

ays b
efore th

e d
ed

ication
. T

h
e S

tate D
ep

art-
m

en
t said

, "
W

h
at w

ou
ld

 you
 lik

e to d
o?"

 I said
, "

I'd
 lik

e to go d
ow

n
 arou

n
d

 
C

ork
 C

ity, w
h

ere m
y gran

d
-p

eop
le h

ad
 com

e from
, an

d
 see if I can

 locate 
som

e relatives or som
eth

in
g."

 A
n

d
 so w

e d
rove d

ow
n

 an
d

 w
e stop

p
ed

, of 
cou

rse, to k
iss th

e b
larn

ey ston
e. A

n
d

 th
e d

river—
 W

e saw
 th

e b
ells of S

h
an

-
n

on
 an

d
 ran

g th
e b

ells of S
h

an
n

on
. 

A
n

d
 th

e d
river w

as tak
in

g u
s arou

n
d

 th
e cou

n
trysid

e an
d

 h
e stop

p
ed

 th
e 

car an
d

 h
e said

, "
T

h
at's ou

r local h
osp

ital."
 W

ell, I said
, "

W
h

at's so in
terest-

in
g ab

ou
t th

at? E
very com

m
u

n
ity h

as a h
osp

ital."
 H

e says: In
 1929, H

en
ry 

F
ord

 cam
e to Irelan

d
. H

is first visit, h
e's in

 a h
otel —

 k
n

ock
 at th

e d
oor, a 

grou
p

 of m
en

, an
d

 th
ey said

, "M
r. F

ord
, w

e w
an

t to w
elcom

e you
 to C

ork
 C

ity 
—

 th
e h

om
e of you

r m
oth

er an
d

 fath
er —

 you
r first visit. W

e're b
u

ild
in

g a 
h

osp
ital an

d
 w

e th
ou

gh
t p

erh
ap

s, in
 m

em
ory of you

r m
oth

er an
d

 d
ad

, you
'd

 
lik

e to m
ak

e a d
on

ation
,"

 an
d

 very graciou
sly F

ord
 sat d

ow
n

 an
d

 h
e w

rote ou
t 

a ch
eck

 for $5,000 an
d

 h
e gave it to th

em
. 

T
he follow

ing day the C
ork C

ou
rier cam

e ou
t —

 b
lazin

g h
ead

lin
e th

at said
, 

"
H

en
ry F

ord
 d

on
ates $50,000 to h

osp
ital."

 T
h

at aftern
oon

 —
 k

n
ock

 at th
e 

d
oor, th

e sam
e grou

p
 of m

en
. T

h
ey cam

e in
. T

h
ey said

, "
M

r. F
ord

, w
e're 

—
1
4
-- 

gratefu
l for th

e $5,000. W
e're sorry ab

ou
t th

e m
istak

e th
at th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er 
m

ad
e, b

u
t tom

orrow
 th

ey'll m
ak

e a correction
,"

 an
d

 F
ord

 said
, "

G
ive m

e m
y 

ch
eck

 b
ack

."
 S

o th
ey gave h

im
 h

is ch
eck

 an
d

 h
e tore it u

p
 an

d
 h

e said
, "

W
h

at 
d

oes it cost to b
u

ild
 a h

osp
ital?"

 an
d

 th
ey said

, "
F

ifty th
ou

san
d

 d
ollars,"

 an
d

 
h

e sat d
ow

n
 an

d
 h

e w
rote a ch

eck
 ou

t for $50,000."
 H

e says, "
H

ere, h
ave th

is 
in

 m
em

ory of m
y m

oth
er an

d
 fath

er, on
 on

e con
d

ition
—

"
 an

d
 th

ose Irish
m

en
 

d
id

n
't care w

h
at th

e con
d

ition
 w

as. H
e says, "

O
ver th

e p
ortals of th

e h
osp

ital 
I w

an
t th

e in
scrip

tion
 th

at I h
ave in

 m
in

d
."

 "
W

h
at is it, M

r. F
ord

?"
 "

A
n

d
 th

e 
inscription reads: I cam

e am
ong you and you took m

e in." [lau
gh

s] 
K

IN
G

: [lau
gh

s] T
h

at is great. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: S

o w
h

en
 I get a n

ice w
arm

 w
elcom

e som
ew

h
ere, I tell th

em
 

th
e H

en
ry F

ord
 story an

d
 say, "

I'm
 very gratefu

l. I cam
e am

on
g you

 an
d

 you 
took

 m
e in

." 
K

IN
G

: T
h

at is a great, great—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
h

at w
as a good

—
 T

h
e d

river told
 m

e th
at story an

d
 th

at 
w

as in
 1956 I first h

eard
 th

at story. 
K

IN
G

: D
o you

 ever talk
 to P

resid
en

t R
eagan

? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: O

n
ce in

 a w
h

ile. Y
ou

 k
n

ow
, n

ot too lon
g ago I w

as in
 th

e h
os-

p
ital —

 h
ad

 p
n

eu
m

on
ia —

 an
d

 th
e telep

h
on

e ran
g an

d
 it's th

e P
resid

en
t. H

e 
said

, "
T

ip
—

"
 I said

, "
W

h
o's th

is?"
 H

e says, "
T

h
is is th

e P
resid

en
t."

 I said
, 

"
H

ow
 are you

, R
on

? N
ice to talk

 to you
."

 "
F

in
e. W

ell,"
 h

e said
, "

I'm
 h

ere 
w

ith
 N

an
cy an

d
 sh

e ju
st saw

 in
 th

e p
ap

er th
at you

 w
ere in

 th
e h

osp
ital an

d
 

sh
e said

 to give you
 a call,"

 an
d

 h
e said

, "
I p

u
t it th

rou
gh

 th
e W

h
ite H

ou
se 

sw
itch

b
oard

,"
 an

d
 h

e says th
ey got m

e an
d

 h
e says, "

W
e're goin

g ou
t h

orse-
b

ack
 rid

in
g."

 A
n

d
 I got alon

g an
d

 said
 "

H
ello"

 to N
an

cy. 
A

nd I p
rob

ab
ly 

h
ave talk

ed
 to th

em
 ab

ou
t th

ree tim
es. 

Y
ou

 k
n

ow
, on

e of th
e q

u
estion

s w
h

en
 I'm

 on
 th

e sp
eak

in
g tou

r: "
H

ow
 d

id
 

you
 an

d
 R

eagan
 get alon

g?"
 I say, "

A
fter 6:00, w

e'd
 get alon

g b
eau

tifu
lly,"

 
O

u
r p

h
ilosop

h
ies w

ere so d
ifferen

t —
 b

u
t w

e n
ever let th

at b
oth

er u
s. 

K
IN

G
: N

o. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: A

n
d

 h
e's a great storyteller an

d
 I en

joyed
 h

is com
p

an
y. 

K
IN

G
: W

e'll b
e b

ack
 w

ith
 ou

r rem
ain

in
g m

om
en

ts w
ith

 a m
an

 w
e alw

ays en
-

joy —
 the pleasure of his com

pany —
 T

ip O
'N

eill. D
on't go aw

ay. 
[C

om
m

ercial break) 
K

IN
G

: W
ith

 T
ip

 O
'N

eill, w
e go to P

h
ilad

elp
h

ia. H
ello. 

8th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: [P

h
iladelph

ia, P
en

n
sylvan

ia] 
H

ello, M
r. S

p
eak

er. W
ith

 th
e 

lon
g h

istory of b
rok

ered
 con

ven
tion

s in
 th

e D
em

ocrat P
arty, I w

as w
on

d
erin

g 
if you

 w
ere ever ap

p
roach

ed
, eith

er p
rivately or p

u
b

licly, to ap
p

ear on
 th

e 
H

arold Stern show
? 

K
IN

G
: D

o you
 h

ave an
y id

ea w
h

o th
at is? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: N
o. 

K
IN

G
: N

o? I d
on

't eith
er, sir. S

orry, w
e can

't h
elp

 you
. 

W
in

ch
ester, M

assach
u

setts, h
ello. 

9th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: [W

in
ch

ester, M
assach

u
setts) 

H
i, T

ip
. H

ow
 are you

 ton
igh

t? 
H

ello? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: H

ello. 
9th

 C
A

L
L

E
R

: Y
es, T

ip
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: Y
es? 

9th
 C

A
L

L
E

R
: H

ow
 d

o you
 th

in
k

 th
e R

ed
 S

ox are goin
g to d

o th
is year? 

K
IN

G
: T

h
e R

ed
 S

ox! 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, th
ey're goin

g all th
e w

ay th
is year. W

e ju
st got V

iola 
an

d
 C

lem
en

ts is in
 good

 sh
ap

e. I saw
 h

im
 h

ittin
g th

e golf b
all in

 th
e H

op
e 

yesterd
ay. N

o q
u

estion
. 

K
IN

G
: N

o q
u

estion
? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: N
o. A

s a m
atter of fact, I'll b

e 80 years old
 an

d
 I saw

 m
y first 

—
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ball gam
e in 1920 and they've been disappointing m

e all through the years. 
T

his is our year. 
K

IN
G

: T
his is the year? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
his is the year. 

K
IN

G
: S

uper B
ow

l, T
ip —

 W
ho w

ins it? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: 

O
h, W

ashington w
ins it. Y

ou know
, I saw

 the last gam
e the 

B
oston R

edskins ever played —
 1934, '35, som

ething like that—
 

K
IN

G
: T

hey w
ere the B

oston R
edskins —

 right. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: 

—
and the final gam

e of the year w
as very interesting. T

he 
b
leach

er seats w
ere 5

0
 cen

ts an
d
 th

e o
th

er seats —
 th

e g
ran

d
stan

d
 seats -

w
ere a dollar and a half. A

nd M
arshall w

ent up in the price of the bleacher 
seats to $1.00 and the other seats to $2.50—

 
K

IN
G

: G
eorge M

arshall. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: 

—
and 8,000 people crashed in and refused to pay. N

ow
, this 

is in the height of the D
epression, of course. A

nd he took the club out and he 
p
lay

ed
 fo

r th
e ch

am
p
io

n
sh

ip
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 w

eek
 in

 B
ro

o
k
ly

n
 an

d
 h

e d
rew

 
about 3,000 people, and then he took the R

edskins dow
n here around 1935 or 

som
ething like that. I've follow

ed them
 all through the years. G

ee, they had 
a great team

 back in 1934 and '35. 
IC

IN
G

: W
ell, how

 about this year? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: T

his year, I think it's the greatest R
edskins team

 I have ever 
seen. I just think they're m

arvelous. 
K

IN
G

: S
o they w

ill beat B
uffalo S

unday? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: N

o question in m
y m

ind. 
K

IN
G

: A
lw

ays great seeing you, T
ip. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: D
elighted. 

K
IN

G
: H

ave a great w
inter. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
hank you, L

arry. 
K

IN
G

: W
e'll call on you often —

 and long life. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: T

hank you. 
K

IN
G

: T
ip O

'N
eill, the form

er S
peaker of the H

ouse of R
epresentatives. W

e 
hope you enjoyed that as m

uch as w
e did in having him

 w
ith us. 

W
e'll b

e w
ith

 y
o
u
 o

n
 th

e rad
io

 o
n
 T

h
e L

a
rry K

in
g
 S

h
o
w

 in
 o

n
e h

o
u
r. 

T
om

orrow
 night, a m

ajor discussion on breast im
plants —

 those for, those 
against. It'll be lively. O

n W
ednesday night, C

ybill S
hepherd w

ill join us. 
B

ernard S
haw

 is right here in W
ashington. H

e's going to anchor the new
s 

at the top of the hour w
ith a big special corning at the bottom

 of the hour. 
F

rom
 T

ip and I, B
ernie, w

hat's up? 
B

E
R

N
A

R
D

 SH
A

W
, “W

orldN
ew

s": L
arry, T

ip, thanks for joining us. 
C

om
ing up on W

orldN
ew

s: T
here is w

ord P
resident B

ush w
ill lim

it federal 
regulations to help boost the econom

y. R
em

arks by Japan's P
rim

e M
inister 

are g
en

eratin
g
 lo

ts o
f co

n
tro

v
ersy

 o
v
er ex

actly
 w

h
at w

as acco
m

p
lish

ed
 in

 
those trade talks w

ith the U
nited S

tates. A
nd in our second half-hour, w

e'll 
look at reputed M

ob boss John G
otti w

hose federal racketeering trial begins 
tom

orrow
. 

W
orldN

ew
s begins right after this. 

C
o
p
yrig

h
t C

 1
9
9
2
 C

a
b
le

 N
e
w

s N
e
tw

o
rk, In

c. 


