2/4/87
“ear Bill,

Esp-clelly efter s phone ¢sll from Sylvia n%gEEEEﬁSQre last I do not know
what to say about Dean. is Jylvés phoned Meggle, there "gng to have be'n an effort
to "plent" someone or some bed msterisl. After her csll I got one that msy be exactly
whet she is werning sgsinst. I suppose there is slwsys the ch-nce Dean 1s one such
thing. 1 have no way of knowing. If he hes really worthwhile informstion I ses no
regson why he cennot write it. I've heard nothing from the lest two, one who s8id he
was & lerine Corps buddy of Newsld's (snd 21l of whose informstion I couli check
stends up) end snother who ssid he tonk plctures of the sssassinstion scene righs
before the motorcede psssed. He promissd to make copies of these plctures but hssn't.

Liebeler hes all the devotion to principle of & wolf with sheep. Before
I got tossed off the WNEW Specisl he declined to sppesr after finding out I'd be on it
on the ground he could not esppesr with lene, then hss s debete with Lane in Celif.
Arlen Specter hss declined the ssme thing seven times thet I know of and more recently
with #NEW, then flew to Englend to debste Lane. I wouldn't trust Liebeler with yester-
dey's swest. One of the most dishonorsble things in my experience mt is what he did
with Epstein end Specter. I think Ray did well to note debate him, becsuse the o:ids wx
would have been too much Liebeler's way. Liebeler will not debste snyome who really
knows the msterisl in & brosd sense, =nd he certsinly will not debste snyone who
knows anything st el1 sbout the psrt he plsyed. One thing thst fascinsted me in the
working pepers I wes in is the totsl lack of eny mention of his neme. Yet he was st
least @8 ectlive as Specter. These two were the most sctive. Not & single memo from 2
Liebeler, not s single reference to him! He may have purged the files before he le ft. -.
Or, 1 may just not heve been in the right files.

The slides sre =n experience, &re they not? Ip the srchive set, unleas
they've chenged 1t since l=st 1 studied them, =fter sl'l the people ineluding me who
hed seen them one wes still misjjumbered, 317. My opinion on what the missingd fremes
show is not changed s bit, sand what you report confirms i1t. The point is whet they do
not show. ¥Willis is not in them, in the space between the sprocket holes. There was
no need to cut off this spece in the remnte-gensrstion copy the Commission used, but
it wes done. I've never booght the stress-msrks theory, but ! know so little of these
sclentific metters I consider I have no basis for s velid opinion. Eventuslly we will
know, #néd I'm content to walt until then, for rmore then when I wes out there I'm
convinced we are in & new ers on this whole matter.

The conflicts between us ere unavoidsble but will, for most of us st
least, be able to overcome them. I shudder when I hesar such things as the sexusl
speculstions you report were engeged in. In a way Fenn hes it rougher than any of us,
perhaps explsining his tendency to go into such things that Ibelieve would be irrele-
vent even if true. He will be up this wey in two weesks. Had I know his schedule better
I could heve 1ined him up with s very gond Washington radio apnesrence yesterdsy when
I wes on the bigrest ststion. I'm writing him to let me know whet it is in case
something ean work out on his wey bsck, if it interests him.

Rey told me_the seme thing sbout the Cepitol record end the horn snd I told
him he is insane. In m#y' case, slthough it is impossible not to srgue with Hey unless
you are wiliing to sit mute or sgree blindly, I think too much of the fault is gine,
for I'm older, have the same intensity, sndx hsve learned, es he hss not yet, to
curb some idf it. But there is no doubt, swell guy thst he is, thet he can bacome



close to intolersble. His intenti-n is exsctly the opposite. He is fine, s« ncere,
willing, decent end helpful snd devoutly persuaded he knows all the political
answers. There were meny such people in Germsny in the early 1930s, a period of
which I often think with grest misgivings, ‘

The few times I think of him I wonder sbout Dave Lifton. Whatewer he is
working on, 1f my opinion is worth anything, you sre right to preserve his o nfidence,
Either you do not eccent it or you live with it. Hed mine not been so bedly sbused
in the psst year I'd parhaps feel lems strongly sbout this. But especilelly with
something thet 1s either scholarly or comnerciel, & men is entitled to what is his,
In his case, I hope Liebeler uses him less then I think he will.

Going bsck to the slides, I wish you all, especinlly Lilldisn, could gow
see the movie. Eech helps understend the other. Tne beckwerd motion of the President's
hesd at 313 is so pronounced, sas perhaps you mey recsll, I went over thet prt if
the ms of II end weaskened it, fearing people just would not believe it. Vhaet no one
else seems to heve noticed is the sbrupt forwsrd motion of the head right before that.
I'd like to see the griginel or = first copy, for the color would be much better.
There is snother copy I'd like to see, bacsuse I think the contrest might be better.
& bleck and white print wes made from the original in Chicago the night of 11/22/67.
I heve exemined the lstter fromes in an editor end under these very sdverse conditions-
could see nothing of significsnce on the grassy knoll, The shadows sre too numerous
end too pronounced. Nothing thet Manchester seys csn be credited. I do not believe LIFE
doctored the orgginel Film. Incidently, they huve most of this footage. 1 keep finding
other films no one knows sbout and theat they own.

¢ ‘ﬁchiller is e photographer, not & "journslist", hence lewis. Schiller used
to work @rthe SatfvePost. I'd never trust sny photogrevhic work he did. I don't
think Liebeler will ever use eny of it where others could mske & copy.

I certeinly would ar~wrefdete » tepe of the sffair. "hat I did, unti] lste
8t night when I got the esrlier Liebeler tape you sent me wes to eit by the tepe mechine
end record his lies end evasions &3 the tape ran, stop-ing it st esch lie, digression,
evasion, etc. My notes follow his tepe. 1'd dom the ssme with this ss® soon ss 4 get
it, even if I never use it . I have from the beginning felt thet Liebeler is the key men
in this, still bekieve he mey et decide he is redlly Jekyl, but know there is the Hide
in his cherscter, He 1s more worried, I'm convinced, than most reslize. He demeans him=-
self so in running swsy from me. I do not chase him, but I'm going to keep reasdy to.
He 1s more then cepsble of pulling another stunt like what he dig to Specter ith Epstein,

If Osweld's pubic hairs hed been "shaved", as you guote Penn as seying, then
the more important question is s constitutionsl iassue, he we end his pubic heirs perted
company in the police ststion.

I slso hsve an scemedic interest in the Lene pert of the tape. 1 find he is
increesingly using my msterisl ss his., I shall do nothing ebout it. I made this decision
when I did nothing about the plegisrism slmost confirmed by his publisher, when I did
nothing about their effort to ruin ms esrly, on thas Alan Burke show when Holt's ettorney
led & passel of four who tried to ruin me in public, Vhen I wae x¥wm in New York to
debete Nizer I wes slso on & dull show egeinst the former head of tha Trial Lawyers's
Associetion, +ho confirmed to me thet despite their pretense, these lewyers on tle Burke
show did not represent the sssscistion. He &s the then head declinei to have the assn.
participste. Playboy ssked me for s letter on the Lene interview, I sent whet I consider
8 subdued one. They phoned me in sdvsnce of the interview end I decline- to do enything
on the record sgeinst him,



The Ysle Law Review has decided too late that their format on their piece
was wrong. Last summer the uthor told me what his fommission was: a plece on Lsne.
Now, after he hes written it and with s desdline &t hsnd, they have ssked him to tone
this down, I met with him yesterdsy at his request =nd found som errors in the sevaeral
pages of it he ssked me to exsmine, The net result sgasén is thet I'1l get very
little, despite the suthor s contrsry desire, These sdvence editorial determinations
by people who know rothing msy be unsvoideble but they are less thun honest. Thy the
YLR should @#ecide in sdvence whet the field is end whast the suthor should do I just
cannot begin to understend in sny rationsl terms.

I hope Pen: wss psesking figurstively sbout wall-to-wull carpeting. Elmer
Gertz wes very bitter asbout this when I met him in Chicago a month ago.

Aside from the invelidity of this type of spvroech, there is o futility end
from my way of lokkdng st it, & lsck of integrity in deciding on the besis of theory
end political prejudice thet the members of the Commission were conscious members of &
conscious conspiracy. L find no evidence to support this. Thess men are politicisns
end live politicisl lives, Those who hold these views do not know how such bodies
function. Their unheppiness st Esrl Terren's California caresr I understsnd. Thet
they seek to now do to him, which is unreleted to his past but not his present, 1
cennot understend. I think they sre wrong end if they succeed will not be long in
deeply regreting it. This is one of th-ir bonds with Lane, whose polemics in this
direction sre legslly wrong but very effective., Lene's hendling of this esnd the lawyers
is perhaps his greatest of msny dishonesties.

who hold these wiews I think sre wrong end o political rather then factusl besls.

I heve discussed this with Ray elone, withou¥ aschieving snything, end I shell not
mention 1% or ycur views egein. Rey snd I had whet would hove x en & terrible fight
ont the wey to the airport, 1t wesn't becsuse I remembered myself 20 years sgo: and
could restrein myself., Dithout reslizing he wes but knowing thst » row could ¥E&¥
ensued he ssid some very nsasty things, ssying he had to to be honest. We didn't fight
end I think Isge understend him better for it. One of his complaints wes that I hadn't
plugged his monogreph. As I told him, 1% hedn't occurred to me. As I ssked him, why
did he not sugmest 1t? He then recslled the besis I hed lsid for it on Sahl. My own
epperience is that unless the work is sccessible st the time, this does little good
compared to exposure when it is sveilsble, end there is » 1limit to how much exposure
one cen get. He has been very helpful, es you know. I've been able to place his mono-
greph only one place becuese I've not had time to go elsewhere, even for myself. But
1t is very hard to do bueiness with Rsy. He will not =ell books the way they ere sold.
I could heve placed e number by phone if he'd have sent them out on consignment. If
you ever hesr of him deciding to do what he should heve done in the first plece, do that
over, make i1t more populer end more complete, lease let me know end I'll send him o
1little more materisl that I have for III that no one else hes seen.

Save for Lane, none of this diminz?haa my personsl liking for the people

I'm glad $ou told me some of the things you did, for I thought I was alone
in this semi-isolstion, You'd be reslly shocked if I showed you some of the letters
I have, one from ‘rnoni, who I've never met, and the first from him, thet is @ slander-
ous, so unregtreined and irrationsl you'd never be sble to believe it. I sent him an
esrly copy of the bonk, He sccused me of stesling the whole thing. Vynce prevented a
review in Liberstion, sgeins slendering me and going farthur, trying to bleckmeil me,
Cen you imsgine how I felt when these were first letters, from pepple with whom I'd
hed no relstionship of even an indirect netures I do not have to tell you how hurtful
they were, end not eslone to me. I am sstisfied that there is no one more Catholic than
thex Pepe, but I've leerned thet others feels otherwise. I think that to the degree
we can We ghould concentrete on v~het we sre in sccord on.

Tli,l BBC 'thing was grosely unfelr to lene, But there is another thing on
vhich I em in e minarity \of one, snrerently, ton). There was nothing BBC could have dome



to help Lane more, end 1t will sell bo ks like med. His book was not doing very well
in Epglsnd, where the subject is not doing well et all. Neither is Epsetin's. I wish
it were possible for me to get there. VHITEWASH is coming out in peper there this month,

Vary few people are interested in or impressed by 2 quiet, peemingly
reasoned aprroach on TV or radio. The intellectusls 2re. The masses sre not, More thesn
any one thing, whet helped me most and whet reslly opened this subjeet up for the
remsrkeble effective expdoitation of Edt, Rinehart, is thet fight I had on the Burke
show with those who really repressnted Lene. My phons wes & nightmsre from the time
the show went off about 2 sa.m. on s Sundsy, 2nd I got hundreds of letters. I sold
several thousand bornks in = week, and could heve sold more if all the wholesalers
hed it in stock. To me it is » meessure of the inefrectiveness of lLsne's epprosch
end of thelr feer of him und his knowledge thaet Arlen Specter hes declined three medio
end two TV confrontstions with me in Fhiladelphia slone yet flies to Englsnd b meet
Lene. Now for the first time in Englend Lene will sppear like e humen being, » men with
deep feelings fighting e ceuse of principle, snd most helpful of all, sbused snd the
underdog, Sylvie snd & very few othershsve indicsted their unhep-iness over my sppesr=
ance agd nst Loyis Nizer, For sll his consummste skills and great reputetion, I mede
thet show dremetic (end Lene hed to dom on BBC what I did in Yew York) end I hurt
Nizer's reputetion as it hes never been done. To the aversge person, the people who have
to reach, I em satisfied es I csn be without having heasrd the show thet I got throuﬁh.

Nizar has hed no end of NY eppearsnces and on top shows. Thére never has
been & reasction to sny of #his" shows ss there was to this one- 7,000 phone ecslls the
first hour snd 2,700 letters the first dey. Do you think it wes Nizer, who they knew snd
hed hed the week = fore, who got them to run two hours extrs when they planned two
hour only end considered the possibility of runuing to e meximum of 23% So, there was
8 total exposure of 8 hours, all without comnercisls or even newscasts., Nizer's
pertisens were hurt end msy heve been amtagonized. They cost us nothing, for they sre
snd would be egeinst us. I reslly hnve no measure of the specific effects of this
overly-dramstic thing except that I lkmow of one man who hes & radio show who wrote me
with nothing but condemnstions for WOR and enother who on the sir ssld he hed been with
me in the studio for hours without hsving heard me reise my voice even under provocation
(curtis Crafford), but whet cholce had Ir Indeed, that is the question Sylvie begs. With
a nonstop Nizer who hes glready corrupted the program snd the formst, it wes sl lence
or fight, Perhaps I didn t mske maximum use of what time I wrested from him, but I am
satisfied thet 1t is he who had me thrown off the TV show. I've esked en honest msen with
g good and effective progrsm te invite Nizer to debate me on his show. I think he
will not, Sylvia tells me the TV thing is but feir. And I tell you that what I wrote
thet station snd the messages I sent the koderstor were tremenduous help to Lane on
cemera, for they were warned.

I'm thenkful for whet BBC did to Lane, even if 1% costs me money in Englsnd, as
it well® csn. Is there not something in your own pricfession end its concepts that tells
younthet in terms of populsr sp esl 1 em rightv Thers comes & time when men expect other
men to be arroused end suspect them if not. Cne way I can messure it is this: The next
week Dell promised s check. It 1s to have been delivared yesterdsy. then I get my 900 of
it we'll be ® little more thsn helf-wsy ocut of debt. Dell immedistely offered & desl
on WHITE"ATH II, which they'd declined in September, with e better royslty snd a {10p000
edvence, It wes hard for me to demur, but I did unless the desl included immediste
herdbsck (here is where we get ~ur exposure, out ecritical sttention, end that is the
beeis for my decision). I'm weiting for en snswer from thep. But there is = other
herdbeck interest from s publisher mxui® who would not even tslk to me before snd who
on four or five different sp-rosches 1 made would not even read VHITEWASH, Thie
followed my clash with Nizer, in both ceses. leybe it is coincidence. I think not.

"hen you csn, plesse give me your opinion of en (anti)Menchester bonk, I'm
thinking seriously of doing one, tentetively entitled Menche ster Machisvelli: The



finintended Unofficisl Whitewash., I've done 10,000 words alreedy on just his second
serislization. + plen e short book, snd I do believe that if 1t cen come out &t all
close to his (Zt cen best it 1f e publisher reslly wants to) hes tbe poasibility of
sttrecting some ettention end doing soms gond if, ss I intend, it is a1l fect and shows
tign chester 1s 81l fiction. I know there will be sn uneriticel, critiecal burst that
this 18 m effort to capitelize, etc., but I've learneil thet means little todaye
Except for the minuscule Eastern jntellectusl community, nobody psys serious sttention
tp reviewers on controversisl bonks, I'll bet right now I've sold more books on this
subject then snyone, without & single ma jor review, without & single review of my oW¥n,
end without s single favoreble mention in the major press, most of which hess boycotted
VHITEVASH entirely.

Wy peal concern is not how long I can continue this wce, for I begen &t
2:15 s.m. yesterdsy and could heve kept going longer when I retired s% 11 last night.
I hete every mimute I am not in the archive or on III. My recent finds heve been, I
think, quite importent. I worked on thsm yesterday until 9 s.m. when I had to lesave
for Weshington, to take Lil to the doctor end be on s radio show. Lisbeler will be
snything but hapry et the dredging of the steff pppers. I will not be able to spend as
much time in them &s I'd like to, but my firsg couple of deys were very good, on the
subject, on Specter, on the sutopsy, the pictures, the doctors, the FBI, the photo=
grpphers end even the bar ssseciation snd Craigl In any other context, on eny other
subject, my last hundred sheets of rapers would in themselves be & msjor scendel.
For exsmple, 1 have Specter, after he read the autopsy report, after he interviewed
the doctors, reporting their report of not & neck but & bseclk wound with the correétion
of but & single word - bsek - clesrly visible. “egsrdless of what wes there to begln
with, it ends mmp up "tmck". 1 have the experts ssying Kennedy could have bsen shot
by Freme 163, Connally ssying it wes 190, the doctors saying Connally was hit by two
bullets (end I think here is the origin of the single-bullet theory) end that 399
ofauld not have ceused his wrist wound (including Light end Dolce, who Wes never called
ss @ witness), end much more, I wish I did not still have finenciel problems, for there
are more pspers 1'd have copied on hunch, I think it is poesible they took depositions
never printed. I msy be wrong, but I sew nemes I do not recell in the hearings.

Aside from not getting it out when I'd plenned, money is my grest fear about
IIT. I do not think I cen cherge more then $4.95 (which gives me but {2,50 on most
corles)mmm® snd have the book pey for itself even if it sells well,

How I've got to get back to work. Thenks for your long, chatiy letter,
I1f you cen, drop us s note when you expect the Lucy show to be aired. Lil wents
very much to see what you look 1like. Our best to sll (end I'm very happy Lillien
is comingz out of 1t. I wish she could see the originsl £ilm of the Wolper film, I've
not# got &l 1 the s snd sddresses of those who contributed to itl. One cther thing,
I've got more and interesting stuff on the False Oswald story.

Sqnecer:ly,



Dear Harold:

I just phoned the telephone number attributed to Harold Dean in your
recent letter, It's a janitorial service that operates, apparently, day and
night. ("0ut of the mouths of very babes shall.......") Do you really think
I should follow through on this? I guess I'1l give him a call during the
daylieht hours in the hope of finding him in., It's not, after all, his home
phone,

Everyone is very frayed at the nerve ends out here. Maggie seemed
at the end of her tether for the past few days., Some student from Liebler's
class phoned her and by a rathee cool, unemotional pitch for an hour or more
had her convinced (only momentarily, of course) that we were not all paranoid:
i.e, the Commissions supvorters weren't, just the critics, She felt that it
was "Jim" that himself had put the student up to calling her, Iiebler told
Lillian Castellano by phone that we should all be "sharing" our information
one with the other, i.e. critics with commission staff! Said Liebler to
Lillian "I suppoSe that Sylvia Meagher thinks I'm some kind of monster."
He then went on to offer Lillian a chance to see the Zapruder slides., This
last offer was put forth at a meeting of the exclusive Hollywood Hills Demo-
eratic Club where Ray and Liebler were originally scheduled to have some kind
of colloquy. Ray finally demurred for a number of reasors even though they
had agreed to unddrtake the expenses of duplicating some photographic mater-
ials that Ray had asked to be made up if he~were to confront liebler. They
actnally wanted a debate, however, and Ray wasn't in any mood for polemics,.
So Guy Endore the novelist took Ray's place and Lillian attended. Lomax and
Walker were there with their wives and Schiller, of all people, was introduced
as an "outstanding photographic expert" who answered questions about the Zap-
ruder slides no less! Even Robert Vaughn put in a brief appearance as the
Man From UNCLE. (He's never said a thing to me since I pub all those books in
his hands some months ago,)

The long and short of it is that Lillian never got to see the Zapruder:
slides through Liebler's intervention, Althoush she did see them. But only
after extradrdinary representations made to Ed Kearn by Ray over the phone.

A1l of us trooped down to the local TIME-LIFE Bldg last Friday morning and
spent several hours (just the four» of us Ray, Lillian, Maggie and myself.)
carefully sorting them ont and comparing them with those printed in the vol-
umes. Some of them werk out of order and a few misnumbered as a result. One
was missineg compared to the equivalent in the volumes, Shocking treatment to
be accorded to primary evidence by a major mass media publication, But after
seeing the missing frames with the sprocket holes on the bottom and top of a
blacked-out portion of the extension to the left of each of four frames i was
unable to conclude there was anything sinister about the whole controversy.

The portion between the sprocket holes on the frame of the first generation
copy set from the original shows the secret service men on the right hand
running board of the follow-up car, That is on the last slide before the
missing frame series begins. The SS men are looking up in the direction of
Zapruder or the knoll, There is a slight movement of the free arm of the

agent furthest forward on the running board but nothing indicative of anyithing
in particular., I can't believe in L,/18.3 seconds later there is a substantial
revelation of which we are deprived. Thers is a slight loss of color fidelity
in the missing frames. Presumably they have been made up from one of the other
copies in Dallas that day and given to LIFE or the Secret Service. In the pro-
cess of printing or enlarging the portion between the sprocket holes has not been
renroduced, I think there may be non-sinister reasons that could explain this.

Further there are no stress marks on the road siegn as David Lifton has argued.



Althoueh Dave is reluctant te admit that he has been wrong on this. What he
sees and what we all see are scratch marks at various points on different
frames, Ray Marcus argues that these are a result of the spiced frames. This
may well be possible especially if it ecan be shown that these marks radiate
uniformiy from the top and bottom sprocket holes, but while this is possible
it is not always evident or demonstrable to a layman such as myself. Similar
marks or scratches of a more irregular variety appear elsewhere and are not
part of such "rays" that could have been caused by a splice.

Sylvia's visit was "heady wine'" to most of us, She arrived from Toronto

(I think I mean Victoria, B.C. ) which she found not particularly rewarding in
retrosvect., As the Grover Whalen of the "Critic Establishment" I met her at
the airport while Ray was supposed to be pickineg up Penn and L.A. from Bakers-
field. When I showed Sylvia her letter from you (in carbon copy form) she was
ganuinely touched by your feeling and consideration for her at this particular
time. What with the pressures of the book and her work at the WHO. We had a
talk on the way back to Maggie's and then I left them to return home before
collecting at Ray & Letha's for dinner where Mr. Field appeared with Maggie

and Lillian was on hand as well, Penn was in particularly high spirits. I had
never seen him quite so ebullient, although a stronger, livlier more colorful
set of adjectives would be applicable to this bawdy Texan. After dinner Penn
and Sylvia adjourned to KLAC for a fifteen or twenty minute dialogue with Mort
Sahl who spoke from Las Vegas where he is appearing in a night c¢lub act., The
nature of the hookup didnft permit Penn or Sylvia to answer questions. They
just snoke with Mort, Saturday night Arnoni gave a talk that went off like
20,000 tons of TNT! Maggie and Sylvia were introdiced from the floor as was
Penn for their work on the Warren Commission (their "scholarly research" was
saluted) and the whole thing was under the auspices of "The Minority of One"
subseribers in Los ‘Angeles,., Magrie gave a reception afterward for Arnoni and
we talked until 2:00 in the morning., Sylvia and Ray had a real contretemps over
Schiller with Ray saying "I hope that record is purchased by millions just so
they can hear the beeps on the horn of the police car signaling Ruby to do what
he did", Sylvia retorted that it was rather thoupghtless to wish that record well
on the basis of its(lack of)intrinsic merit and because of what it did to the
critics, Ray countered "You too involved to have any objectivity about it."

At which point Sylvia justifiably lashed out "Now your're really becoming objec-
tionable” and turned on her heel and went to another portion of the room. Ray
does have something more than a mere argumentative streak about him to be sure.
A person of grest personal integrity and uncompromising honesty, but awfully
intractable and rieid sometimes. There has been a distinct cooling of relations
for reasons beyond my comprehension between Ray and myself. Indeéd, between
Mageie and me, I think it stems from the Lifton usiness. It's all so petty,
I would agree that Lifton has, perhaps knowingly, compromised himself by his
association with Liebler. Has been used by Liebler, And the fruits to Lifton
from this kind of symbidtic relationship would seem to be small indeed. But
earlier Maggie urged me to keep up my contacts with him to learn what was

going on in the other camp. The bigegest factor mgy be the fact that Lifton

has confided in me certain fundamentzl lines and details from his new thesis

on the case that he is attempting to evelve. I think it is of major impor-
tance and I am pledged not to reveal its contents. I didn't ask to be put

in that position either, but there are certain trusts that are placed etc.,
and for the same reason that I would not, have not, reveal something you

told me in confidence, Syvia wanted this information and urged that it be
shared with the critical community. But Lifton thought otherwise and his
isolation began., I think he was perhaps mistaken, but we can only judee the

merit of his work and the decision to keep it secretwhen it finally appears.
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1i11ian remains her usvally delightful self, I was so glad she could
see the slides inasmuch as her expertise inethe Zapruder film is almost as
great =s Ray's., It is really remarkable the way she has gone back into the
case with the enthusiasm and pustorof the past weeks shows, She is working
in Pasadena several days a week doing some kind of accounting or bock keeping
I gather, Apparently, the finaneial drain of her husband's illness and death
have been terrific., I know Ray was helping her find work and Maggie wanted
her to do some work on the panoplys. for money, but that would have been only
a small amount for a limitied period of work.

Goine back to the slides I think I should note something about the head
shot. Someone has speculated that the particular frame showing the gore flying
out of the President's head was touched up. The first generation slides reveal
a golden yellow blur of certain definition covering an area above the right
ear and forward of it extending over the right temple area. In short, cne does
not see the risht rear portion of the President's head as having been hollowed
out. The wound is thus advanced to a different area more forward than we had
been led to by the autopsy findings as the situs for the head wound, On the
other hand it is difficult to conclude from the pattern of the explosion as
to the site of and nature of the head wound. It is difficult to impeach the
autopsy on the basis of these slides. But questions are raised that should be
answered., William Manchester on his appearance on NETelevision in the fall
of 1965 said that some of the slides were never published because they were
too eruesome, If this is so, then LIFE may have brushed them of some of that
gore. I think Manchester is more likely mistaken and that the record shows that
LIFE did indeed publish the head shot rather early on., As for the movement of
the President's hody sharply backward and then left in to Mrs. Kennedy's arms
has already been noted by Thomas Stamm in his memorandum. I found it clearly
discernable from my three hour study of the slides. It was, I felt, a movement
indenendant of that of the car or any other of its occupants.

The Lane-liebler debate was for the most part a "ho-hum" affair with a
few new nuances, I felt Liebler showed that he had prepared well for the en-
counter and that Lane had not. Ray »nd Mageie were in ecstasy over Lane and
thought Iiebler dismal. I think this ingrown attitdde is unnecessary and not
partieularly helpful, but we've been through all that before and I don't think
T need recppitulate, Liebler tried to use the head shot to his own purposes
although he had not mastered Lifton's research on it and his extrapolations were
quite dishonest. Lane's retort indicated he has yet to master the photographic
evidence of the case. Lifton had briefed Lane on what Liebler had been doing
and what he might pull in debete but he failed to mention the preparation of
an exhibit by Schiller for Liebler that was a photograph, blown up to huge
proportions, indicating that the nose shadow could be duplicated short of
a dual solar system. Lifton indicated to me that some of this had been fudged
and didn't represent an "honest" attempt on the part of Liebler or Schiller
to answer the discrepancy posed by the famed Oswald photograph, If you want
a tape of the affair I'1l be glad to make you a copy. Getting Liebler to sign
a release for broadcast was a touchy affair, although we finally made it.

One other interesting conflict that took place during Sylvia's visit
occurred just before we went to the Mort Sahl taning on Sunday night at which
Penn and Sylvia made appearances, Penn started on about how the assassination
was planned in Houston and that Johnson(President) was a homosexual and so was
Oswald and otherwise why would the latter's opublc hairs have been discovered to

have been shaved when the autopsy on him was performed: Ray adding embellishments
about the prostituntes involved in the case and that was also a key that should
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be run to earth., Sylvia quietly demurred from the whole tenor of the dis-
eussion and orivavely told me such unsciemtific meandefings could only do
the cause harm. That we musn't depart from an evidentiary wey of research
and become involved with things we can't really grapple with on a factual
basis. Tt was interesting to see that there were great conflicts between
eritics on how best to proceed, Of course I would agree that if an inves-
tigation into anyone's sexuality can lead us to crucial findings in the
case it must be pursued, but not bandied about in a sensational manner.

Ray and Mageie both seem adamant on this business of hanging a conspiracy
noose around Earl Warren and the Commission members and if that's the test
of trust and loyglty within the Critic Establishment (and let's call it what
it really has become without any invidious overtores) then I'm afraid both
you and I are beyond the pale. The other thing that oppressed Bylvia was
the fact that Penn is on record as speaking of the wall-to-wall carpeting
in Ruby's cell and the TV set. I really don't know his source or basis

in fact for such an assertion but it does tend to undercut his credibility
rating with many people and that is too bad because he is basically a level
headed fellow with decency znd honesty about him.

I didn't mean to ramble on neddlessly about all this, but it has been
on my mind and T did want to share it with you privately. And it must be
private as I'm sure you understand since T am thinking out loud as it were.
T hope some of my imaginings are wrong and that the petty differences that
seem to exist are of a transitory nature and therefore will pass.

The letterhead is most elegant on the bonded onion skin paperl Congrats/

T left my number with Harry Dean's place of employment and will let you know
if he ealls back as ke wasn't in when I phoned during the day.

Apparently, the Lane BRC appearance transpired night before last and
was grossly unfair to Lane; the press here carried a report that switchboard
operators at the BBC were busy taking the protests for the manner in which
he was treated,

T worked on the Lucy show last week and I was most grateful for the
job. She was delightful and we performed before a live audience after two
days of intensive rehearsal. I had only a small role,but amusing. Tennessee
Ernie Ford was the guest and it was the last show of the season so you can
watch for it probably next month,

Best wishes to you and Lil,
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