Dear “im, "Assassination T:pes" - O'Toole/Penthouse 3/10/75

How the sppearsnce went on Psnorames and our previous expericences
indicate 1t might be wise to keep an eye on how the promotion for this
book goes, There is more than enough gimickry involved to meke !t more
than acceptable for the entertalnment orilentation of modern elactronie
'newd" treatment,

You will remember we had eertain lmpressions of Ceposs a2nd his
attitude and intentions toward us and our work, These ineliuded his
getting control, delaying and "editing” with virtuslly no cash cost to
them=less than ihe cost of setting type - and other conditions that
were designed to rob us if not to turn us off.  ither way he kad the
bock for nothing and controlled it or went through the motions of want-
ing 1t while doing everything possible tn get us to turn him down.

Because of what we don't know and have no way of lmowing this can
be important/ O'Toole's approach builds in certein limitatbns, For
oxample: he ecan't heve the CiA, FBI, Secret Service people on tepe.

1 haven't seen the book, but 1 can't imagine this spnroach yielding more
than that the Dallas cops and Werren were liarg, This means a return

to the Epstein focus of dumping it all on the nobodies and Werren with
perhaps another Commissioner of two snd Rankin and perheps another
staffer or two, In this connection 1'm curlous to see if Ie has Russell,
who is available on tape.

In short, 1f this book 13 successful 1t will fortify the existing
national beliei that Oswald was not really the lone sssassin if one at
a2ll and will direct attention away from all theplces attertion is needed.
Should 0'Toole be questioned about this in dppearsnces he hes a simple
answer, he wes limited -y the tapes trat are avellsztle,

At this Juncture could anything mek- the federal agencles happése?

Inherent in this is a campaign to get ecceptadbllity for thic new
devlice of the police stete, khy else would the Dektor people take their
time to sszist 1n 0'Toole's pxx promotion, as they dicd today?

There is a 1limit to how much watching I'11 be =ble to do. The
repair work on the living-room floor is ts begin in tlie morning.

tary There wes mention on NBC end CBS TV evening news, with a commen-
by Severeid about whick I1've written him,

3/11 Caught part of O'Toole's anpesrance on Today. it had more
of the promotion for the f£ixypdrrxx gedget, another Dektor man =nd the
preglident of the society of stress analysis, as they cz2l1l themselves,

What O'Toole sald is consistent vith what you noted as ahbsent from
hils book, zxkwft the source of my quoted work, Le seys that what he has
done is prove what "people like ,rk Lane snd Sylvia Meagher have been
saying for years," Well, there is only ene who has been writing and
- resesrching znd "saying& for years and 1t 1g neither Lene nor Sylvie snd
there 1s no doubt that 0'Toole knows this, This railse the question why
he has to 1ie? What purpere csn he hLave, Or %o put 1t enotler way, vwhose
interests does it serve? Unless he has some compulsion it an't even
serve his own interest,

When lLane snd Mcagher have been sikent for years?

was careful not to mention Bud or CTIA, either,

Not inconsistent with what I'm suggesting is_his explsnations of
who could have or had interest in framing Oswald, Le answered this with
e questlon, who could have had interest in framing a Comzunist, & defecter
to Russia. Everyone byt the =nooks? oil interests, the radical right, etc.
‘his, of coyrse, is thefpook formula, Farewell ‘merica included. And note
than he can t have done any work wiﬁﬁbﬁt knowiny Oswald was not Communist,
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1st add, 0'Toole

sed fov 's intro on yestordey's Panorams show becsuse I
hed e éagizazgetz;ic?n tre machine. The intro preceeded tre anpeersnce
ﬁy twvo stsrlets &nd hLalf the entlire show so I got 0'Toole in full on tape.

Povich, certainly not on_his own, went far out of hk way to me ke
llttle of O'foale's CIA past. »e seld ﬂe was rerely a techn cian% not an
ggent, who merely did electronic work. Yell, this i th§°ﬁ§ of the
dirty work not the most innocent. I don t know sh at O'Toole did but
the electronics people went ell eround p%anting bugs and tsavs,

Yet Povich, not rezlizing thet thigls what the CIA calls its
"sgents," said he was not en sgent, merely an "employee," I cant
imggine 1t se his inttietive. st is more like tte O'Toole request,
besed on sn slleged want not to be considered a sny or an ssassin,
merely & worker with machinery. . ,

Undoubtedly Todey's eppesrance vwes shorter than “aznorame's. On
Penorame when 0'Toole pot into his claims for evidence except for a
few utterXx irrelevancies, like the lie-detector operstor himself lied,
he hed nothing that Is no% in the first Whitewash, or nothing not ten y
years old, and nothing not alreedy proven beyond AOubt by sxtix
solid eviéence, rot gadgetry. £nd irterpretations of gadgetry,

If you don t know how mesningless the Lewis 1ie is, then the
FBI reports thet have slways been avelleble sre explicit in saying that
Frazler passed the lie-detector test.

There is snother aspect of this that 1s ppovocative. Whose present
Interest 18 served by a new cempsign whose focus is Oswald's innocence?
A campaplgn that cen't point to gullt, can't show who framedthe whole
case?

when the spooks zre under asttack and when there is 2 cace for Oswald
having been one this becomes a self-answering question,

Perticularly with tke bosk so long delayed, Ceposs tild us it was
completed almost o yesr ago. The naturzl market then would have been
pre=Xmps, %hy was it delayed? Nobody could figure the current interest
in the CIA znd FBI that long ago. #t that time, 2lso, there was great
interest in officisl corruption coming from Wa%ergate. Why not rush the
book 1f necessary to exploit that?

And in this do we have an explanation for Csposs' refusal to
return the copy of our book? Why did he need 1t? Why did ' not return
1t especlally when we asked for 1t?

Tiie obhvious suggestion fits with 0'Toole’s not mentioning enything
about 1t or how the transcript ceme to be avallable when k knew snd
certainly Ceposs knew. I belisve it is not impossible that chenges
were meade to work around the content of WW IV on Oswald ac an agent,

1'11 now want to read the book with care.

If there is an 0ld ms kicking around that would be interesting,.
Or dlsaireements with his magezine writing.

The apparently narrow focus whose lmmedlzte result is to help the
spooks snd exculpate them end to promote this police~@Betedevice is
much too provocative to ignore.

However, you should also understznd that the timing in books
imvolves months., The release date, at lesst In generzl, undoubtedyy
was determined by last Xmes, :

To lcok at this from the other side, howsver, whetiw or not it 1s
relevant, the release date also wes declded about when WWIV appesared,
abbut when the Hersh sgeries began. I have ¥w no wey of knaing if there
is any connection,

. The media will go for tkls gimiekry. The formula 1s sufe for it.
Le 11 get lots of attention, ams was predictable with his formula, as

Epstein did. The question is cui boho?



