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assume" where proof of his conclu-
sions is lacking. And he is sometimes 
given to sensationalism. He claims that 
"secret societies" and "Old Boy Net-
works" of private investigators;  and 
police agents represent a serious 
threat to our privacy. In support of 
this theory, O'Toole focuses his atten-
tion and scorn on an organization 
called Law Enforcement Intelligence 
Unit (LEILT). He calls it a "quasi-se-
cret police intelligence organization," 
and claims that "almost no one has 
ever heard of it!' It is baffling that 
such a claim would be made in light 
of the mention of LEIU in police 
journals, popular magazines, and books 
including "The Challenge of Crime 
in a Free Society" and "State Secrets." 
Additionally, the California legisla-
ture, the U.S. Senate and the National 
Task Force on Organized Crime have 
all heard testimony or commented 
on the existence of LEIU. 

Despite these failings, the book 
shows the human side of the private' 
police industry in pleasant, anecdotal 
and often interesting detail. The auth-
or's histories of Pinkerton, Burns and 

Wackenhut—the big three of the prix 
vate security business—are facile and 
fun, as is the discussion of the rou-
tines of four private detectives. 

Those wanting a more measured, 
reliable treatment of the topic might 
well read "Private Police in the 
United States," by. James Kaklik and 
Sorrel Wildhorn. Impersonal but 
thorough and erudite this summary 
of the Rand Corp. findings examines 
the problems in the private security 
industry, and offers extensive sug-
gestions for their resolution. 

While O'Toole may be accused of 
seeing a conspiratorial private police 
agent under every bed, he has raised 
issues that make it look like:the con-
servative authors of "Private, Police" 
have been caught napping—and as 
thorough a study as theirs should cer,  
tainly have considerid O'Toole's is-
sues, if only to conclude that they are 
atypical. So one must choose!betWeen 
the dull and the spectacular yaguely 
sensing that there is Orobably much 
important truth somewhere in-between. 

That book, regrettably is yet to be 
written. 


