
STAGEFRIGHT AND STEVENS' LAW 

A Study 

by 

Malcolm Brenner 
Department of Psychology 
Ohio State University 

Presented 
at 

Eastern Psychological Association 
Convention 
April, 1974 

Abstract: 

Twenty-four introductory speech students recited a poem before 0, 2, 8, or 
22 spectators, and recordings of the performances were analyzed for physiologi-
cal vocal stress. As predicted, by applying Stevens' Law to social facilitation 
theory, arousal before a pas3ive audience increased as a power function of audi-
ence size. 


