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Dealey Plaza '63 

Footnote to the assassination 
or ffrst step on an unexplored avairrne? 

by Earl Golz 

D11,LAS. Texas—Each day people from all over the 
world still visit Dealy Plaza in Dallas. They gawk at 
the sixth floor window of what was once the Texas 
Book Depository Building and take snapshots. 

The Warren Commission's 
conclusions—as doubted and 
pregnable as they are today—are 
still the official history hook 
version. A series of Investigations. 

tItarting with author Mark Lane's 
book through District Attorney 

lm Garrison's gumshoe fiasco in 
New Orleans. have failed to force 
a re-opening of the case. During 
the past decade, conspiracy 
proponents have tried to implicate 
the Central Intelligence Agency. 
the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Communist 
Party, the Dallas Police 
'Department. anti-Castro and 
pro-Castro Cubans. Texas oil 
moguls. the Ku Klux Klan. the 
Minutemen, and lately some of 

the Watergate cast. 
Most investigators. however. 

have not seriously examined the 
possibility of organized crime 
having a hand in killing Kennedy. 

The President's brother. Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy. was 
reason enough to ask that 
question. Ile had set in motion 
plans for organized crime strike 
forces in most big cities in the 
early 1960's. Chicago Mafia boss 
Sam Gioneana had felt Kennedy's 
wrath and went to jail for 
contempt of court. Carlos 

Marcella. organized crimp chief in 
New Orleans and In absentia in 
Dallas. was deported briefly to 
Guatemala under the direction of 
the younger Kennedy. And 
Marcella's friend. Teamster 
president James It. DAL was on 
his way to prison, another 
Kennedy victim. 

Ed Reid. in his toiok ''The 
Grim Reapers." writes about a 
late ISO meeting Marvell*, had on 
his Churchill Farms.  plantation 
near New Orleans with three 
other associates. Marcella. Reid 
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`Had the FBI known Brading's real iden2ity, 
the thrust of the Warren Commission probe 

could have swung toward the Mafia' 

Confirmed from pow 16 
reported. complained about Robert 
Kennedy's harassment. "Take the 
stone out of my shoe!" 
-Don't worry about that Hale 

Bobby son.of.a-hitch." Reid quoted 
Marcella. "Iles going to be taken 
care of." 

4 Ilnwever. Marcella -knew that 

I

to rid himself of Robert Kennedy 
he would first have to remove the 
President.•' Reid wrote. "Any 
killer of the attorney general 
would be hunted down by his 
brother: the death of the 
President would seal the fate of 
his attorney general." 

Marcella had -already thought 
of using a 'nut' to do the job." 
Reid wrote. 

if investigators had shown more 
alertness over the arrest of one 
person in Dealey Plaza on 
November 22. 1963, the case for. 
organized crime might have 
pre-empted all other theories. 

What follows is not an attempt 
to wrap up the  assassination 
neatly—or to go further than the 
evidence will wrirrent. Call It an 
interim memorandum—first steps 
along a largely unexplored avenue. 

The man in question was 
Eugene Hale Brading, a 
48-year-old ex-convict with 
underworld connections and a 
police record dating back to 1934. 
Federal agents are now 
investigating reports that Brading 
has an important role of courier 
for laundering the mob's 
illegitimate money I., Amsterdam 
and nrielt. 

Assassauttian buffs spotlit:de his 
ale to Dealvy Plaza may have 
wen tine of the mob's observers  

land its bag man. 
• Brading was given no more 
thiul a few brief paragraphs in 

of the Warren Commission's 
29 volumes and was treated no 

ire sensitively than dozens of 
nonentities rounded up by 
authorities for questioning on 
November TZ. 

Brading gave Dallas deputy 
sheriffs an alias. They let him go. 
Be got away with the same ploy 
when FBI agents re-interviewed 
him several months later, in 
January 1964. Had they known his 
real identity, the thrust of the 
Warren Commission's probe could 
have swung toward the Mafia. 
• Brading told authorities he was 
"Jim Braden" of Beverly Hills. 
California. in Dallas on "nil 
business." He was taken into 
custody after he had stopped off 

an elevator in the Dal-Tex 
Building across the street from 
the Texas Book Depository. 
minutes after the assassination. 
Two months earlier he had 
changed. the name no his 
California driver's license to 
Braden. 

While Brading waited two • to 
three hours in the sherifrs office 
for the quizzing. his hotel 
roommates heat it and checked 
out at about 2 p. m. on November 
22, leaving Beading behind. This 
was 90 minutes after the 
assassInation. Why did they leave 
so abruptly? When they had 
registered on Novembee 21 the 
desk clerk noted they would stay 
until November 24. 

Brading was asked by sheriff's 
deputy C. L. tl.ummiei Lewis 
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-.hat he was doing aerie's the 
street from the Texas Book 
Pt pository. lie said he was an 
"oil dealer" from Beverly ilids 
walking down Elm Street, trying 
to flag a taxicab, when he -heard 
people talking saying -My God. 
the President has been shot.' 

In a signed statement he gave 
Sweatt. chief deputy sheriff, 

finding said "Pollee ears were 
passing me coming down toward 

the triple underpass and I walked 
up among many other people and 
this building was surrounded by 
police officers with guns and we 
were all watching them. 

"I moved on up In the building 
that was surrounded and asked 
one of the girls if there was a 
telephone that 1 could use and she 
said 'Yes. there is one on the 
third floor of the building where I 
work.' I walked through a passage 
to the elevator they were all 

getting on [freight elevator, and I 
got off un the third floor with ill 
the other people and there was a 
lady using the 1/21y telephone and 
I asked her if I could use it 
when she said it was out [if order 
and I tried to use it with no 
sucee.ss. 	" 

Brading was taken irdo rusticity 
after the elevator operator pointed 
him out as a stranger in the 
building. He told authorities he 
was descending from the third 
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probation officer Roger Carroll his 
real r.ame—not the "Jim Braden" 
he used after his arrest by deputy 
shenfts 24 hoots later. 

Carroll filed a report of the 
visit. stating Braden "adviJed that 
he planned to see Lamar Hunt 
and other oil speculators while 
here." Hunt is one of the sons of 
Dallas oil billionaire and  

right-wing leader II. L. Hunt. 
Years.  later Binding reportedly 
told an official of the Los Angeles 
Police Department he didn't go to 
the Hunt offices in downtown 
Dallas on November 21 because of 
his criminal record. 

Ile said one of his traveling 
companions. Morgan H. Brown of 
Los Angeles. did show ep 
November 21 In the Hunt 
reception room with two other 
men seeking a meeting with one 
of the Hunt sons. It was Brown. 
who has since served time In a 
California prison. who had signed  

for the third floor suite for 
!trading• himself. and possibly 
others on November 21 in the 
Cabana !Intel in Dallas. 

A spokesman for Lamar Hunt 
said the name Braden "didn't 
mean a thing to him. nor did the 
tither three names. I checked hack 
on the calendar that year and if 
they came up to see him, they 
didn't get in to see hint because 
they are not on the calendar far 
having seen him." the Ilunt 
spokesman said. 

A former aura Oil Company 

'
official, however, said he recalls 
seeing Braden and the others in 
the receptionist's office NoVember 
21. waiting to see Lamar's 
brother. Nelson Bunker Hunt. lie 
said he didn't know if they ever 
got an audience with the oilman. 
who is the most outspoken 
conservative of the Hunt brothers, 

"Ostensibly, these people came 
up on oil deals." he said. 
mean, that's what they told the 
receptionist out there." 

An old friend of the Hunt 
brothers who first met Bradinr, 
almost 20 years ago said Morgan 
H. Brown. Brading's traveling 
partner. "knew the Hunts very 
well—knew Lamar and Dunker 
and all of them," Brown and his 
wife and oilier couples playe[l 
"mixed piker-  in Dallas with the 
Hunts about 25 years ago, he 



said. 
Jack Rik. the Dallas nightclub 

owner who killed Oswald. also 
was heading for LaMar Hunt's 
offices November 21. But he. Um. 
contended he never went upstairs. 

Ruby told 1Varren Commission 
investigators he drove a young 

woman. Connie Trammell. to the 
Mercantile Securities Building here 
for a slob Interview with Hunt the 
morning of November 21. He said 
he attended to some lax matters 
with his attorney in the same 
building while Miss Trammell 
went up to the Hunt offfices. 

The Warren Heptirt also relates 
that Ruby met the evening of 
November 21 with friends from 
Chicago in the Hon Vivant Club of 
the same Cabana lintel where 
Brading and Brown were staying. 
The Brading-brown suite faced 
what would have been Kennedy's 
parade route up Stemmans 
Freeway the next day. had the 
President not been killed. 

Hotel records show that 39 Incal 
telephone calls were made from 
the hotel suite remember 21-22. 
Two long distance calls were 
recorded—one to a Mobile. 
Alabama. oit well driller and a 
one-minute person-to-person coil 
the night of November 21 to an 
unpublished numher in Houston. 
Most likely these were nut 
BradingN 'calls but an associate of 
his insists he never makes calls 
from anything but 	pay 
no matter how lavishly he Is 
living otherwise. 

The hotel records also show 
Brown checked out at 2:01 p 
on November 22, while Brading 
was wailing to he Interrogated at 
the sheriff's office. 

As far as fedeiell parole records 
relate. Brading's whereabouts are 
not known from the afternoon of 
November 22 to the afternoon of 
November 20, when he checked 
with the Houston U. S. Probation 
Office. 

Heading's parole office in Los 
Angeles, Sam Barrett. bad told 
him he had permission to travel 
for 10 days in Texas. leaving 
November 90, tut nil business. Ile 

was to go directly to Dallas and 
remain until November 25. when 
he was to go to IfintAnn and Own 
to Opeloosas. Lonislann. according 
to Barrett's instructions. Barrett 
said the Dallas probation office 
reported that Brading had 
-promised to notify us of his 
departure from Dallas unless this 
should occur river the weekend 
November 23-241, We told him if 

this should occur then he might 
check in with Mr. tlawrenrer 
Miggens in Houston on Monthly. 
November 25." 

Barrett sold Broiling in 
isinvember taria "had expressed a 
kind of enntempt" for Brown over 
a painful financial transaction and 
-wanted as little to do with him 
as possible." The parole officer 
said he was surprised to learn 
they traveled together to Dallas 
on November 21 and shared the 
same hotel suite. He also noted, ' 
however. that Brading's company 
with Brown may have been cause 
for revoking his parole. 
'Barrett said he also was 

surprised to learn that Donald D 
Ford, a vteretri,liii-vr of J. Paul 
Cetty's Tidewater Oil Cienpany 
offices in lieustoa. did not 
remember nor had records of any 
contact with Brading when 
firading traveled to Hints-ton on 
September ,I5. Heia. Permission for 
[trading to make the 10-day 
business trip to Houston "in 
cnnnection with Tidewater Oil 
Company litigoann" was asked the 
U. S. Parole Board on September 
IL 1963. one day after the 
California Department of :1Intor 
Vehicles had chaneed the name 
on his license from Etoeie Hale 
Brading to Jirn Braden fir 

btrxinrss 11.1:!5:1:15... 

On Serlerteinr 13. the day the 
Dallas Times-Ile:alit first printed 
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stomach. The Bradings lived in 

what was once Bing Crosby's 

luxurious home on the 18th hole 

of the Thunderbird Country Club 

in Palm Springs. California. • 

Two months after the 

assassination. Brading became a 

charter member of the 

Teamsters financed La Costa 

Country Club about 20 miles south 

of President Nixon's Western 

White House at San Clemente. 

Brading's wife, the Teamsters 

official's widow, had her marriage 

dissolved with Grading about one 

month before the assassination..after 

learning he was still married to 

another girl or two. In all, Brading's 

marriages, at last count, were 

pushing one dozen. according to an 

informed source on the West Coast. 

In the late 1960s, he returned to 

Dallas to marry the rich .widow 

of the founder of a Cadillac 

agency. Her money began 

shrinking fast and the relationship 

crashed after a brief stint. 

Brading's last venture into 

matrimony about two years ago 

involved a wealthy Mexico City 

girl from whom he inherited a 

Lear Jet to travel abroad and live 

in Mexico and Spain. as well as 

La Costa. 
Brading was traveling abroad 

before the assassination, however. 

An associate remembers he 

returned from Switzerland with a 

new vicuna coat. popular at the 

time because of the scandal 

involving President Eisenhower's 

-top aide. Sherman Adams. 

Brading liked to dress well and 

was "a notorious name dropper.-  

the associate said. This might 

have meant he used the names of 

Donald 1). Ford and Lamar Hunt 

to get permission from his parole 

officer to come to Texas when he 

was actually meeting with -the 

lowest echelon of people" on his oil 

deals, he said. 

"If you'd listen to Braden talk. 

he dealt only with J. Paul. J. 

Paul, Jr.. and Walter and 

George," the associate said. "He 

was on a first name acquaintance 

with these people IGellysi. And if 

you'd listen to him long enough. 

your head would swim with the 

names he'd drop. 

"He'd be a perfect courier. Of 

course, tying Braden to all this is 

kind of hard to feature because 

with all of his name dropping. 

I've. never heard the man 'drop 

any name that wasn't a public 

figure of a top flight citizen of 

the highest caliber! 

'' I' ve never heard him say 

anything about Costello or 

Marcello. Of course, an operator 

of that caliber wouldn't because 

he's such a pro and he's so well 

grilled in his methodology that it's 

just drummed into him. "lie's 

perfect cover man." 
It's a good enough line with 

which to leave, for the moment, 

the Braden story. But maybe the 

questions that nu one has bothered 

to ask and no one can answer 

about the HE assassination will 

get better attention in the next 

decade than they did in the last. 

EARL GOLZ is an 

investigative reporter on the 

Dallas Morning News. 


